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*’/■ell ! 


P • &'• — at bottom of second page, 

I wus remarking 0 convention will 
have among its members J. H . and 
Celeste at Atlantic u ity early in March. 

I shall aduise precise dutes when J learn as 
they hojte to entertain little ^issLcc at 
dinner when passing through h yme . 
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JOUQJAL OF FRANCOIS MIGNGtl 


Monday, January 1st, 1962. 


1962 


V 





Memorandum: 


'lear and, cold. 

For the first time I 
didn £ work on flew Year's 

the clerk was in flew 
Sugar towl and,.what with 
attend to, a. h. closed 
after opening it. 


can remember, the plantation 
day. 

Orleans attending the 
no mail to 


the s tore c ;t hour or 30 




As no ody was expected at the big house, ohe 
cook wasgiven the day off and I dined pleasantly across 
the fence. 


James .came down early in the afternoon 
and we drove to town about 4:30, picked up 
Mrs. >/nlker's mother, Clara Genung, and drove on 
to the ->a 1 her for hot rhum and bl a ck eyed 
pe a s or beans or whatever that vegetable is called that 
in Louisiana is said to t ring good luck if 
eaten on flew Year's. 

Vte rhum was pleasantly fragrant with 
the aroma of Peruvian bark, lemon, etc., and 
the gathering altogether pleusant. From the 
invitation, I had somehow gathered we were 
invited for supper but when bl c ck eyed peas were passed 
around with the hot rhum, I concluded I 
had been mistaken 


Somehow the c^nversufiogi turned to 
3«u food and Mr .Walker remarked how niceit would 
be to drop in to the Grand Central 

somehow 

'here was a confusion about a sea food bar 
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‘.rue sday , January 2nd, 1962, 


iti Hate hi tec hes and in Manhattan and 

before we realized it, the Walkers were 

taking us over the Grand Ecere bridge and 

on beyond Clarence there Lctty Carter had inivted them 

to dine last summer. With Madam 

Genung as our responsibility for getting her back 
home, since we had brought her, the general pattern 
somehow lacked clarity, Be that as tit may, 
a?i arriving at our destination, we found the place 
dark and a notice on the door saying it would be 
closed until 1 uesdayWe returned toward 
Hatchitoches, stopping at one cafe that seemed open 
but turned out to le just on the point of closing, 

Mrs. Wjlker said that the more she thought a bout her 
little pot roast at home, the bigger it seemed to 
he growing in her mind and so we returned from out 
starting point and partook'of a delightful 
repast, When we took la Genung home 
and James brought me home. It was 
a quiet day but altogether plsuSunt, 

As I finished the jbove paragraph, ^rs. Walker 
called to report that a fewminutes after we 
had n uittcd the house, their electricity 
had gone out . x hey inspected wi ring, put in newfuses 
to no avail. Looking out, they saw no lights 
in neighboring houses and then learned that 
some y uths, icing pursued by police, had 
crashed into a light pole, cutting off 
juice for the entire area* 

I learn from J, H. that R. E, A, 
or theCettcnCounci!, ± forget which, is holding 
a pow-wow in Atlantic City early 

in March, he thought something like thedth to the 11th, 

or some such. Celeste took up 

thethre d and said she certainly 

hoped they would h a ve an opportunity to 

o6n the 20's 


Memo rand urn •. 

• 

Fair and cool. When recalling all the dews and damps 
of the early part of December, I can but marvel 
at the favorable turn dominating the holiday season, 

I wish as much could have been said'for the 
atmospheric conditions around Lyme, 

The surprise of the .day came in the 
mail when up turned a letter from the boy friend, 
posted in Paris, .Penned in the familiar scrawl t/*at proved 
too much for my secretaries , j shall hold it against 
Thursday when i may expect the services of a more 
practiced eye. Of course I might 

have had James struggle with it but I don't believe 
in letting letters from close friends „et 
beyond the attention of impersonal secretaries, 

James called this murning to say he would be 
down, right -Jter dinner. He said he had 
received a call from Horace Hand who made an 
, appointment to meeu him a t the camp at 21:30 
tomorrow, I suppose that will 

give them an opportunity to decide what of the c amp furnishings 
will remain, 

Celeste spent the day in Ale xandria with, 
the Cohen girls which meant that J, H, 
dined at noon with us at the big house. 

He seems very happy about ..James having 
a camp on the river and asked me to tell him that 
if theRands decided to reta-n their camp, o r ames 
could have a site jusfi a little farther 
a'long the river just beyond Lelma s house, j did not 
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Wednesday, January 3rd, 1962, 


menti.ngd that James Uad already received a 
call Jrem Horace, 

• 

i'<e supped in town and on our return, stepped off 
te see the artist who Uad executed four Picasso 
type •/ things, ‘.they were remark a bly true te 
tUat fym of expr ssion a nd I could but marvel at the 
artist s versatility, her ^bility te express 
herself in such a m a nner, s$ radically dijjerent Jrem 
her ether medes Hhe had also painted Jeur Jltwer things 
which were really splendid, as definitely M a net »f the 
19th century as thecibistic things in the Pic,.sso manner 
were mid 20th, ^ames presented me with ene 
of the latter and a pair »f the flower things and 
I shall get n» end of pleasure from them, 

,. 3 *dd what one can encounter on a party line, 

I just dialed or started to dial 

I, S. Willard's residence te learn if she had returned. 

As 1 pickedup the phone, I.heard the mcrchent- 
planter speak my name in a conversation going on which 
turned out to be with the Gordon Randolphs of Colfax, 

Gordon and B, are old friends of the Rands and have known 
all Oj us her - ft sc ss, *hey had just learned from 
dorace Rand that the Rand camp was being returned to Melrose 
and had called ° , H, to say they simply must have it but 
a, a, had explained that it hadbeen pr omised dames 
through me. He said if ^ames decided to build further J. eng 
the river, fheRandolphs could most certainly have the 
Rand camp but otherwise, it would be the *Randolphs who 
would have to build. And will indeed have to 
be the Randolphs who will have to build and I shall advise 
vames oj the whole b siness before he confers with 
Horace on the morrow, I did not beother 
to dial f, 1 3, Willard but returned to this 



Memorandum s 

Fair and chilly this morning. Cloudy and warmer 
tonight. 

Having written the a bove, I paused to 
respond to a telephone call. It was 
James from Baton Rouge, He said he had 
met Horace Rand at the camp at 11: 30, 
looked at the inside of the c a bin, listened to 
Horace's valuation of the contents of the camp 
as one thousand dollars, told Horace he would consider 
the matter and drop him a line, after which they had 
parted, Horace heading for Alexandria, James for 
BatonRouge, James says he could put in 
new furniture for one thousand dollars a "d wasn't 
dreaming of paying c nything like such a sum for the 
things Horace had to sell, I think James is prob a lly 
correct,. Except for two tables and a small ice box, 
the furn ture never struck me as anything out of the 
ordinary, Furthermore, although I den t know how 
long the Rands have had the camp, my guess is that 
it is about fifteen years, and most 

ordinary c .mp furniture, after such a period of useage, 
could scarcely be expected ^to bring replacement 
prices. Perhaps Horace, thinking 

the Registers have money, thought an easy dollar could be turned 
sf» the sale of the things but, obviously, 
he was wrong in thinking so. 


James said he found three letters from Kay awaiting 


4 
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Thursday, January 4th, 2962. 


oames said he found three letters in Bu.tenlti.uge awaiting 
him* —that is, three from Kay and she seemed 
to he alright. “he had supposed him to have been in Baton 
Kouye for several days past which is quite understandable. 

He will meet her in - J pw Orleans Saturday. 


Ro erta Rue called me from the Red Cross today. 
She is t king Carmen s place while the latter remains 
hospital. La v urand, Carmen's sister, w a s spending 
most of her time looking after 6q.rmcn but 
then l a “urand was taken sick and now 
sheoccupies a room in one wing of the 
while Carmen recuper tes in another, 
husband, Jack, is in St. Martinsville 

his niece, killed the other day in a London auto crash 
which hospitalized her husband. ■‘■here seems to be 
lots goin_ on among the Breaseales. 


in the 


hospital 
La rand'; 
burying 


Ihe artist is on vacation. Doreatha, the cook, 
told me at supp r tonight that the artist had employed 
her to driver her to town this afternooon. L he*nrtist 
is visiting her Cousin Sugar Baby whose house is 
next door to the one where Pa lives. 

,J -he artist will remain until Saturday eveng and 
may the romance between her and Pa flourish. 

It is all very complicate, this romance 
with P a . In the first place, it is the a rtist 
who does most of the courting. In the second place, 
CousinSugar B a by is in the negro br^oket, a s 
is the artist. How P a . being a mulatto, cannot 
visit CousinSugar B a by s house in broad daylight and 
that is because the house next door where he dwells is 

id. there's still enouoh 


Memorandum: 

Drizzley all day ’ut moderately warm. Tornado warnings 
for the Shreveport area were issued this afternoon to lx at 
until 10 tonight. There is quite a thunder storm going 
on here at present and we are premised cooler weather 
and some more rain for the morrow. 

I got around to read >thc Paris letter today. It 
would be pleasant to see the boy friend and l'm sure it would 
be enlightening to catch glimpses of the FarEast as 
viewed through ambassador Belle's optics. But 
I fijid the present moment too unsettled for month long 
visits, what with wackypeople in and about and 
my own recuperation from a half month's visit not yet 
completed. I shall pen a line forthwith 
suggesting a visitation later in the season. J 
should at least like to get the Register invasion settled 
before undertaking another, campaign. 


Tjie c ird f e ; /. j. o'. 

ijself. ecr.on we h<.jLl oe 


ec :• lV 

O ■ ■ . 

At 


no 


■j.i t e 


‘.tit e,. 


s pe ns f r 


A -»SV. 


supper i discovered Sister had just blown in, after having 
taken her daughter back to BatonRouge. had stepped at 

Blythe's on her way here and said Blythe was just getting 
over the flu. Sister was sorry to learn Blythe had given 
up the camp. I assume Blythe didn't mention who 
had taken a lease on the place. 

/ » 

armen called me from hejr hospital bed this afternoon. 

She said that on Wednesday 4he lady doctor had told her she might 

go home on Friday if the weather improves. She said she 

did not see the lady doctor today a3 the latter has 

flu or is catching her hr ath at home, worn down 

by nervous exhaustion, llie do lestic problems 

in t he lady dootor's home must he pretty wearing, 

what with Don refusing either physical or mental treatments, 

and everyone seems to agree he stands greatly in need 

of both. 
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Friday, January 5th, 1962. 






x he artist's pictures are increasing in popular 
demand, it would appear, I a m told two different groups passed by I, 
house t:day, bent on making purchases and Sister said 
she had brought five boards with her to paint pictures on for 
her hut learn the artist was net at home. ± wonder how 
things are^progressing at Cousin Sugar B a by’s . 

At thecoffee hour this morning I learned from mine hostess 
that she had been at the hospital yesterday a fternoen where 
she had seen several people, — I think as mcmberof 
the Service League, she serves coffee there occasionally. 

She mentioned seeing Mr .Earnest, the retired overseer, who 
still lives on the plantation just below the garden. He 
is somewhat senile and drinks quite he a vily. Around 
Christmas he broke his a rm when he fell off his gallery . 

He was adamant, however, about not seeing a physician and his 

wishes were respected. After three days, however, when he 

began sohbering , the swelling w a s so c onsiderable and the 

swelling so great that he consented to being 

t a ken to see a physician in town and was at once put in the 

hospital. What physical stamina must.be his for 

although in his 7O's, he still is going strong in spite 

of the punishment to which he always seems to have put his body. 


I find myself so often thinking of little 
Miss Lee and the hurly-burly of her existence 
during t[ie entire autumnal season. And 
somehow it seems to me I can comprehend a 
little more completely how great was her exhaustion 
as, objectively, 1 observe Lestan 

these d a ys as he emerges from the helter-skelter of the 
holiday season I a m holding the 

Miss Lee may have a measure 

me%HoMi"$ MSsttr and 

.7. U aU9ld dotting too bogged down 


thought that little 

fhzmtnmH&rw 

wtlMtaPifpttjfijnp' to ■ 



Memorandum : 

Cloudy and cold. The radio says the snow storms 
sweeping the Great Plains seem generally headed northeasterly . 
1 hope they play out before reaching you know where. 

I got a letter off to Paris re¬ 
commending the Louisiana vi3it be postponed for a little 
while . 


Our Shreveport visitor lingers on. This 
morning she phoned Dan's wife, inviting her to dine with us 
at noon.Th y were a little late coming to 
dinner and somehow I missed them when they passed by 
Yucca afterward. 

I g c ve I. 3. Jill rd a buss tonight but got 
no response. Perhaps she is in Washington or Hew 
York or B ton Rouge or Hew Orleans. Like 

the Aamscys, the Belles so are the Willards, gifted people 
alright but too elusive for me to attempt keeping up 
with a »d too uncommunicative to get nervous about. 

Carmen c lied me this afternoon from her home where 
she seems to be happy to find he self. Ber 
sister remains at the hospital but expects to rcutrn 
home with C^r.men shortly, perhaps Monday. 

In spite of all the weather the country to the north 
of us has been having in the last 24 hours, 1 am 
surprised how clearly radio reception has 
been from that direction. I usually Qet 
Edward Morgan over an ABC station in Oklahoma City 
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clearly enough but tonight when I tuned in a 
Jew minutes be.j ore 6:25, 2’ discovered I was getting 
tUe concluding sentences of his broadcast which 
was coming from —of all places , — 

Coffeville , Kansas, where ever that may be. I did some furhter 

searching at 6:25 sharp and picked up 

Oklahoma Gity without any difficulty. I find 

that KDKil, Pittsburg, comes in wit vast 

clarity a nd so does some station from£o3ton, often 

more clearly than fifty thousand watt stations in 

.'lew rleai s which doesn't seem to make any sense at all. 

I haven't heard any complaints from the^mmet and Erwin 

contingent us yet although they might be justified 
if they c mplained a little since 1 h a ve been robbing 
a few duck egg3 from ti^eir nest every now and then. I think 
a duck can not hatch more than a dozen eggs since a dozen 
seems Q bout all th, . can be covered to give 
sufficient warmth for performing the miracles. 

Thus far 19 eggs have been deposited at this laying effort 
qiid I am gathering the surplus against put them 
into somebody s brooder or incubator when local 
setting starts in seriously, following the present 
sprint of laying. i h a ve always been surprised that 
, hens and ducks don't seem to mind if the eggs they lay 
are removed from their nestq when they are meditating on 
begetting offspring. 1 don t know but I 

imagine S9me birds would cast a bout for another nest 
if eggs disappeared too r egularly from the one 
they fashion for housing their eggs. Perhaps 
chickens and ducks know they are going to lay 
more eggs th a n they can possibly manage to park on anyway. 

It 3ee.ms to me I redo.ll one duck that deposited 
some 3ixty odd before finally getting down to the 
business of setting. Perhaps in the present situation, 
the duck dosen t mind the eggs being removed since she 
may be smart enough to realize that it is doubtful 

if any the little ones she hatches will escape marauders while 

those eggs taken for the incubator are likely to 

bring more little ones to maturity. And 

so much for poultry and people n bout whom for the most 

part 1 unde stand the one almost as m ch as the other...... 


Sunday , January 7th, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

I haven't heard a report of weather in Lyme 
but from Friday night's predictions, I assume it has been 
rough, it froze here oh Friday night but 
not very hard. Last night it was 

supposed to drop to 22 but didn't get below 32 and 
thanks to today's sunshine, it warmed considerably. 

I take it the midVest is 3till he a Vily blanketed but I 
hold the thought the snow showers may have turned to 
rain before reaching ^yme. 

Our Shreveport visitor left Saturday morning and the 
ba lance of the week was pleasant enough. Even as on a 
previous visit, so on this last one, she announceed she 
hadbeen commissioned to bring me many plants from 
Baton rtouge. New “oads or somewhere in South Louisiana 
but, even as before, went eu to s ay that she had already disposed 
of them before reaching here. Somebody somewhere will 
find it oaf-ish on my part that 1 did not acknowledge 
the gift but I cannot worry a bout that. 

And speaking of gifts, I an reminded I wanted to 
touch on Mont St. i ichel et Chartres. For almost 
a year I had a couple of old and rare shops casting 
about in hopes of finding edition as early at least as 
1904 of theLd a ns opus with a viewof presenting it 
to little Hiss Lee. Picture my surprise, after 
quite a lot of correspondence during the past six months, 
one of the shops suddenly came up with the modern 
paperback edition with nothing more than a» invoice to 
indicate they had csmple ted their part of the 
transaction. I was so disappointed and yet at 
the same time I had to L. ugh and accordingly sent along 
the only thing th^.t did come to hand even though there was 
no excuse for the shop sending it.. J suppose 
if I had had them looking for an inaan a bul a edition 
p&riiiSnfjikiklltldMVeW%u'ttic\)aaidftk'*t e xi c lb6 ler' anything 
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Monday, January 8th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


1 guess that last line qummed ud a little ■Hn + r 
ms saying was to the cffect^Tat Isuppose, hadi 
been asking the old and rare collector to find*me 
a n incanahula Bible, he would have sent me 
a 1961 edition had he failed to discover one 
printedprior to 1 500. Jmile. 

*° day ‘ u * r 

be.cn pre tty busy, trying to unpack and set her 
ito.se t-o rights, a task thqt continues to 
be somewhat perplexing as to what to do next since 
the carpenters are still working on the inside 
of the new house. 

°’*t Ca’iTl u •» in tke nwwi-y 

-»«»»•>» 

w e cek iC in ?* Ual mee * i, if is usually held the last 
week m January fl nd that would be qu ite 

a time stretch for a none with a s flimsy a* memory 
as mine, I do recall, however, that last 
summer or sometime it was said iheCcme Hiver Memo 
got a prise .in the National Press /issvciation 

association's dues. J 

Saturday's post brought le tiers frtmBob -ilson, o a nes 


Clear and cold, 

C>ngr,„. t, send p,oati.U L.nuV/a’s “ P< ’" ii ‘ 9 " S 
two Senators and half dozen representatives. Formerly 

rnrl + u S +° °/ peQa ' le3 blit Ellender makes such V 

a racket about preferring shelled pecanes that this 

if?; l 3 l 9 i n i to i end ones to everyone. He 

told me he had been trying to get some plain tin boxes 
d -i a sled me what l thought bout having the 
artist paint a primitive on each. I told him 

he rVtn J t e P lal \ ex Z ell * lt » He said he wished 
he could get some hack copies of CaneKivcr Memo 

to enclose m the boxes. I told him I could 

«;s Capiui 

Sll 

It would be to see a Hun er primitive on the W a qner desk in thm 
Capitol but, naturally , I didn t vice this ° * * 

thought to J. H. i told him - 

to let me know when he got the boxes an d I would see 

likl ti C f Uld dH ° 3a i d he t,i0U 9ht some sketch 

hke that appearing on the tile would be nice. I n nrecd hut 

saia I thought that even more appropriate, in view of the 
pecanes the boxes would contain, would t e J 

* S ape °S ne 9%M«ring number a nd he seemed to 
hke that even better . This mould a veid the lavish use 


•«a uXn 
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Returning to Yucca, I responded to my 'phone 
which wus ringing when I entered. It was Carmen, 
b a ok on the Red Cross job. She said she had had an 
idea after talking with me this mo min aid had called 
the President of the Ghamber 0 f C omme rce, — 

Jack Britton, and the Mayor, Ray Scott , and both had 

applauded and a sked her to get an estimate of costs and 

they would tr to put through the thing. Her thought was 

that atchitoches should send the young lady who was 

Queen of the^hristmas Festival to the Mardi Gras Ball 

inb'ashington this year. Carmen declared she hadn't 

thought a hout a chaperon going with the Festival Queen hut 

Messrs Britton and Scott had suggested 

such a chaperon be included and thatCarmen herself 

fill that role. C ar men has £ never been to the Just Coast 

and relishes the thought of making Washington 0 »d then 

skipping up to Hew York. She 3ays she mentioned proper 

souvenirs from Jlatchitoches be sent along for the representative 

attending the b a ll to .districted and^ that it was agreed that 

the hook on Hatchitoches and the Cane'"iver Harvest tile 

be the itemschosen. 


11561 


It 3eems to me Harry Chockley headed the Louisiana 
MardiGras hall two or three years h a ck and, if memory 
serves, it is held,on or a hout the same time the Hew Orleans 
Fat Tuesday is celebrated, — or possibly the Saturday 
night before. At the moment J have no idea 
when ardi Gras comes this year hut probably some time in 
March., This will give •„ 

me a mple time to order some more tiles if thcBreazcale 
junket comes off and the City Fathers decide to dis¬ 
tribute CaneMiver arvest tiles, broadside along the 
Potomao. 


I thought it interesting both these matters should 
h a ve come up so close upon one tfi other's 
heels. Mven now, although several hours 

have elapsed, I laugh every time think of the sur rise and 

id when 

the gift 



«i. r.-i » imnn class citizen 


a picture 

tai+.h ~ 11 
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Tuesday, January 9th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 

'This ninth of January is one which will be 
often mentioned by weather experts in future years 
for the weather has really been exceptional since about 7 this 
meriting. 

It had been sleeting iiwhreveport, according to 
the radio, since about 4 or 5 o'clock hut the 
sleet didn't arrive here until a 1 out 7 and 
seemed to come from the northeast although the 
full- force of the storm i self is 
moving northeasterly and seem ngly shouldn't be 
sending te 3tuff in the opposite direction. 

'The sprinkles turned into pellets more like 
grains of salt than flakes and kept going all day as 
the thermomc ter dropped down into the teens. 

Because the pellets were fairly dry, they bounced 
off leaves and twigs and didn't break things down 
much. Soon the roofs and lawns were white-white 
and there were some pretty combinations that 
an expert in color filming could hav made 
something out of. case in 

point was the hedge of nundina in the African House 
ne ighhorhood. Somehow the bronze-like leaves and the 
big clusters of scarlet berries looked twice as colorful 
when surrounded by a blanket of pure white and then 
add to this setting the watered-silk Hue of 
a peacock right beneath the flaming nandina and you 
have a cont ast of colors as striking as anything one 
could imagine. 

Fortunately only two or three inches of white stuff 
settled down on the place and immediately it 
formed a foundation like frosting on a cake, 
but a big cake and a thicki icing strong enough to suport 
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I guess t e bottom Hies got gun is'. ip ijx.u. 
v - * the nice fat box- from Lyme, con¬ 

taining such an excellent collection »j 
i:o rds came to hand safely and it is wonderful to have 
these to draw on when dang business with 
the local artist whose efforts 1 want to keep steudily 
employed for a wh le in anticipation 
of impending demands on her handiwork . I guess I 
have order for about a dozen of her creations 
and this unexpected windfall -ill come in wonderfully 
well and especially at this very moment. 


ihe artist culled me this evening to say she 
. had been staying in the house all day, as 

well she might, and th t she would have a couple of 
things for me on the morrow. Jhe also wondered if I had 
any boards and I told her about the arrival of the package 
from Lyme. You can see readily enough how 
oppor une wus little Miss Lee's inspiration. 


It's interesting that the 'phone service between 
here and town isn t functioning but one can dial subscribers 
on the CaneUiver circuit and get through to them. I 
tried dialing the operator in town, hoping to „ et through 
and ask that dialing he done for town numbers through 
that office but although the operator's signal 
rings vigorously enough, it o viously 

isn t getting through si'nce no response is forthcoming. 


It is s aid people in town are having a rougher time 
thut folks in the country since town is supplied for heat 
a gas plant that cannot supply fuel fast enough to 
keep ahead of the demand for warming houses in the present 
low temperatures. ihe local source of heat comes 

i'"* 8 ** Sarin# hm ^ _ 
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Wednesday, Januayr 10th, 2962. 




Memorandum 

Clear and cold. 

'.the thermometer got down to a bout 8 above and 
neve did make it above 14 during the day in spite 
of the cloudless sky and dazzling sunshine, '.tonight 
it will dip to zero or a little below according to the 
Weather Bureau which sound much better than some place 
inColsrado where it was 57 degrees below last night. 


en$ugn last night and this morning, it was Jelt 
it would be better to cut off the entire system against 
tonight s freeze. I accordingly filled up the ba , tub 
c.ud a flock of buckets, regretting the "drought" a nd 
hilding the thought a warm spell may develops 
unexpectedly so the system can be restored 

within a day or so . interruption . 

Carmen calling to tell me of her adventures trying to 
drive her car from the treet into her garage. 


One can still walk any place^bout the 
gardens on a solid cake of ice, two or three inches 
thick, the peacock seem somewhat astonished by 
the whole business and since they 3eem to have difficulty 
pecking at corn on ice and somehow don't seem 
to. s «« the biscuits and bread, I am feeling them 
inside the nicorn House. Before the 
largest bird discovered the hazards of operating 
itop ice ca es t he came to meet me this morning as usual 
and sprang up to take a biscuit from my hand-as is 
his ci’.stom but somehow he lost his balance 
and sat down with a clop on his magnificient tail which 
he didn't appear to think funny when I laughed. 

‘■‘■hat all schools sho.ld be closed is understandable 


A 





From rhe FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* 5889 _ in che Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARN INC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11565 


, • * ; 


11566 


but what strikes one as almost incredible is 

- ?,d evening frolics have 
been called off, both in andout of town. 

1 believe Hen Ch a plan -nd some of the other girls 
were scheduled to make merry down this way 
tonoght but that, of course, h a d to begiven up, 
no you can readily understand how dreadful things 
must really be, y 

j. saw the postman this morning who had arrived 
at the office just before I did. He uses a pick-up 
truck to make his rounds from Layou Hatcher, but this 
morning he Wa3 in a regular passenger car. He said 
his truck tended to slide more than _ car and 
along his route whenever their was a 
letter box beside the high where he can 

always drop the letters without getting out of his car 
he now has to stop in the middle of the road and get out 
and go over on foot to the box since the curve 
of the roud from center to side is such that 
the car, if he a ttempts to approach within 

reach.of the box, invariably slides right on over into 
the ditch. 


I realise all this makes might dull 
reading but £ relate it regardless, thinking 
it may give some indication of how things turn 
m a locality where this sort of weather is 
unusual anduo thought about ice hazards go into 
the general scheme of planning either for 
road contours or filling up bridge tables. 


on the radio about Ihe Hew YorkTimcs 
printing a west coast edition, eginning .round April, 
i believe. I w sh the Times would do a UiddleWest 
edition where I think a lot of people need it 
a-i where 1 should think it would have a circulation 
even realer than on the Jest jast Perhaps there will 
cc one laoer if the first outside Manhattan venture 
proves successful . 


Thursday, January 11th, 1062 . 


Memorandum: 


1 ow 


t a 
at 


ir to partly cloudy and cold w«th last night's 
10 and today's high at 20. „e are promised 


stands 


some more of the same readings for the morrow, in spite 
of sunshine, ice doesn t re-act much when the thermometer 
a desen decrees below freezing, I 
especially regret the killing of the orange trees between 
Hew Orleans and the Gulf for they produce the 
juiciest oranges in the world ai d it 
is said bout 4 years is required to bring new 
trees into production. 

You m y recall, on t he Cane River ,'ront, that 
the artist s former residence was the third house 
elow the spillway on the east side of the‘highway. 

Ihe first house below the spillway has long 

been occupied by Madame Rita Metoyer, now in her 80’s. 

The house burned to t he ground this morning q bout 7, consuming 
everything exceot Madame Rita who got.out. J 

She thought her butcinc gas supply had played out 
and accordingly put seme kindling in the fireplace 
and set a match to itwhereupon the whole room burst into 
flames. She prob n hly thought she had turned off the 
gas stove but had not. R acing 9Ut doors, 
she found neighbors coming to her aid but those 
who might have gone inside to rescue furniture found themselves 
■ usy trying to keep Madame Rita from rushing b r ck 
into the building. 

I don't know if she had any antiques of value. 

At one time she h n d an oil portrait of Francois Meteyer, 
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Friday, January 12th, 1962. 


brother ,of ^ugustin, probably painted in the 1820's 

* r , i,P. Su { >A iked tUe P* r traint very much hut regretted 
that Madame Rita, not too stable mentally, had once sent 
or tuken it to Alexandria where she prevailed upon 
someone who obviously knew nothing ..bout resorption, 
o freshen up the f^ce, prob a bly view a view to making 
it unmistake a biy white. The result wasa surprising 
visage with a color ju~st -bout the whiteness of this 
sheet o/ paper. Whether the super-white aced Francois 
went up m smoke or not, I don’t know but assume it 
did 




^ assume nobody advised the telephone company 
that the Metoyer residence had been destroyed bv 
jire. In any event, the line 

on which Madame Rita, the artist and several others were all 

hooked up g a ve only a busy signal all d^y, us I discovered when 

I made several attempts, first to reach the artist, and then 

to see if I could contact a nyone else on that 

same line. I asked the operator 

to see if she could have any success but she 

reported she could get no signal at all. That 

reminded me of something James told me about 

° D ne unsuccessful attempts to reach me fromlaton 

Rouge,. It would appear the ope rator in Ratchitoches 

wgsn t too efficient or, perhaps, too desireous of 

having the c 11 get through sinceinstead of 

be,ng connected with 7275 in CaneRiver he was connected 

with the 1 ' ire department in Natchitoches, 2112 

• 

I listened to the President'sState of the Union 
mes3_ge, convinced it was good and pcrsuaded 
Congress would never enaot much of it. I was 

’ n 7 1 V < -4- - -J j.. -i 

*<*• 'tr L ,J 

" m(T * 



rom one commentator 


wav 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cold. It was one or two 
egrees below 2 cro last night but it will sag only to 
15 or 18 tonight, it is said. The ice sheet c ontinues 
as firm as ever and the w^ter pipes frozen as tight as during the 
p s i-seve r<~ 1 days. Somehow I got my long beard removed 
this ftenoon but I m not quite sure how I turned the trick. 

Just as l finished, 1 tipped over u b .cket full of * ter 
which, 1 hope, tended to clean the floor a. little, - a chore 
I should never have volontarily ,undertaken at this stage of 
the game. 


M Q il increased in volume today but that meant little 
tv me since none of the secretaries are trowed out as yet hut I 
reckon . they will be astir on the marrow. 


John Wenk came in from L.S. V. l a st night. He 
remained in bed longer than others and so I missed him at 

breakfast. The cook told me later in the day that he had expressed 
the hope when he did get up that she had not served water out of 
the pitcher this morning at breakfast since he had wanted to 
wash his hands last night, and finding the faucets non-o ,c rat ivc, 
he had washed his hands in the water pitcher and hadnot thrown out 
the Wr.ter afterward. I thf n % a college youth, even if he 
neve had any civilizing influences at home, ought to 
hqVc known better than to indulge in such aperformance. 


VIO V O 6 UG I* 


— ** M w tsy Q u v u u 

h d been restored : nd she c 


i j, i i / If u o 


’or 


• • • V V Q 

- ...- -ailed me to gossip 

a little. She said that *adame Rit a was c.mplaining 
because she hudn t burned up in the house yesterday since 
she Wus un c ble to s„ve any of her clothes y ?id one might just us well 
be lead without fine feathers, The artist dis¬ 
agreed with her a ,id said she wouldn't care if she didn't h a ue 


‘si?. 1 .: 


• * • • 


• • • 
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Sunday, January jA^th, 1968. 


jit the coffee hour this morning - 1 was 
given a detuiled account of new items in the 
wurdro’e having keen assembled /or current winter 
and early spring social activities. I 
shill net pass along details since, 1 must confess, 
I wasn t sufficiently intrigued.to pay much 
attention to the finer points. The Cotton 
Council pow-wow gets under way the weekend of 
January 87 88th, at the same time 
the Press Associati n gathers in the Crescent 
city. Perhaps I shall get a report eventually 
from two points of view concerning the Council 
gathering, one filed by aparticipunt, the 
other by a reporter. 


'Ihe R.E. A. gathering at Atlantic 
is scheduled for 11 the first week in March", 
and there will be ,■ day or so in M nhuttan, after 
which the R. E. A. special moves on to Canada. 

Eventually, perhaps, I shall have a d ou’le-barrelled report 
concerning the Mpihattan interlude. I suppose 
more precise timing on the Manhattan age.ida may come 
ts hand and, of cour e, I shall puss s^me along. 


I find myself thinking so often of Herman Fletcher 
and his impending marriage to the former Mrs. Don 
Lester, Herman is old enough to know 
better then to get tangled up with a 
social butterfly a’ld yet entangled lie apparuntly 
must ge himself. It is nevertheless depressing 
to 3ee the results before the marriage is rt nsumated 
and I suppose one might as wel turn to the 
■j-reek tragedies and concentrate on.their interpre¬ 
tations of Fa^c in forces govening men's lives to sense how 
inevitable such patterns evelope u nd carry, through. Mrs. 
Don Les er probably got half her husband's money j t the time 
of the div.rce and that migl t t help but it probably 
takes a lot and Herman.hasn t any if a lady simply must 
crank up the family plane in "atchitoches 
ioLJly *• Milwaukee every time she wants her hair fixed. 

p „ r J u ti 

IVi 





•00 




* Memorandum: 

Tonight the weather tune, praise the Lord, 
is different. It started warming Saturday 
morning. Around 8 in the afternoon, 

Fug a hou and^sra camel to tell me the pi >es 
had been de-frosted r-nd that I might take 
my Saturday hath. ' L hey were somewhat taken aback 
. to discover on their arrival that I was already 

splashing a baud in c tub full ow hot water 
and soap suds m J, h. thought we 
better cut off the water system again at 
. sundown. He ashed me what I thought. I 
thought we migh ieavc it on. Accordingly, 
it was shut off . As the thermometer did not 
drop below the mid 40's, however, things 
could be turned on again eu rl this morning 
givng me another opportunity to d ve into the tub 
n nd luxuriate unendingly. 

John returned to L. S. U. Saturday night. 

He seldom listens to radio, he says. I listened at 4 p.m., 
and intended telling him that L. S. Ui had just 
gone on the c i r, asking their students no to return 
before H'uesday hut by the time I d most located him, 
he had already hopped a ride and was returning to 
BatonRouge. 

I got so much delight by Saturday's post 
which was large, most of which remains unread. 

There was a letter from Lyme that delighted me Reference 
w s made to the package of hoards recently forwarded 
and while I agree they ar , grand for wrapping tiles, 
they arc os such qud-ity as to make canvas for the 
artist olid I think I shall continue employing 
them for that purpose for a while at 
le^.st. 



j -" 


rr 
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Kja^es said I. S. Will ,rd , h a ving returned by air from 
Washington, was in Baton Rouge and would drive 
to Natchitoches with them this Sunday. The 
Leuisiunnc Hotel called me this morning, telling 
me the same thing. I figured I would 
be seeing the Registers for supper tonight and so 
I announced I would not sup a cross the fence when 
passed that way to break bread with them at noon. 

1 called I. o.t-illard a ? 4J05 and found her at home. I 
ass nmec. 1 wov.lc he hearing from the Registers short! u n 7 +ii • ,, _i. 
to be on the safe side, Aid 'declined? a n iZiZli^'t, 0 lth§u * h » 
them and me to dine with the Walkers, tonight. 

r niJ / , e,1 + L f t/la t V)a3 J Us t as it should h c .ue been since 
I didn t hear from the Registers until 6:30 tonight 
a nd as it w^s r a i ning and as they were having wind¬ 
shield wiper difficulties, nobody said anything 
a‘:out getting together tonight which pie ses me 
no end since it will give me 
a opportunity to knock off a column which 
I had better write for a couple of t ursduys hence, 
what with thf Walkers planning te be in t heCrescent City 
this coming weekend^ I think 1 shell do something 
Casual under some such title'as Cane River Deep 
Freeze. 


I shall be hungry ■y the time I have done that and 
since there is a ton of food in the house, I 
ought to be hie to go on quite a bender 

when I get around to it. It seems to me I know where there 
is a can of creamed lobster and I think I shall put same 
on a couple of slices of toast which ought to make 
a A tep j, n ri q ht direction and whatever happens 

ajter that doesn t re a lly matter for by then I shall 
be sleepy and well rounded about the middle. 

It was so nice having the Wednesday note 
from Lyme a na I hold the thought there was a chance 
-a cacch one s breath over the weekend . 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
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... P a 9 e > 1 Was saying many cars 

^nd much illumination tonight suggests a party 

m full swing across the fence at the conclusion of 

1 y d j y soetlt 111 Alexandria by Celeste, in Shreveport 
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Monday, January loth, 1962. 


Memorandurn: 

WiU a S at knight and 

rsins 

c-8, however, and pretty weather with 

higher temperatures are scheduled for the morrow. 

. . a sk ed me to t make myself friendly with 

oin A/ 8 1 ) S<11 / Dtrea * u a, the cook, when I met her 
Sing it the front gate as she was coming to 

prepare supper. I thought the expression 

rVA^iVf. l r.Uk. ,HatttUU 1UiiC Gl1 U ° U ‘ 

1 r Kay a " d y ame3 f'ad come down a hout 4:30 to pick me uo 

them out of the car d nd so she had chatted with 
/ay until James had returned for another package and 

,?*?? a J iSad * S Uim U see Ka V • 1 'Hke 

to roll that expr ssion over on my tongue : 

"? r * P iP e f ,say he wanted me to make myself 
friendly with his wife . " , y ^ 

h,d lUe 9tKeT Jrpn Ue S irst they 

Anil , n '?'\ seuer - 1 Vezrs ago when K d y and^unt 

Willie had had dinner at the hi house with me. I find it 

acTuaTntJH* D,reat H “ !,d - *'*' '“‘BitUT. rent* tuf * 

acquaintance since they will probably see a lot of 
e^ch other when the Registers take over the Rand J 
Cawp since that will make them and Doreuth's fnmilu 
neighbors. * y 

{ ar > and s jsms odd, theartist doesn't 

seem to h a ve learned that the Hand Vamp is passing to the 





i 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 





-A * < 


.5 i 


11573 


!• * i 


11574 


Tuesday, January 16th, 1962, 


Registers. I an sure that if she had, 

she would be asking me a kout theRegi3ters 

keeping her in mind as servent. Thus 

Jar j'iue different people, both ladies and gentlemen, 

have come to me to say that they had heard dr. Pipes 

had planned to lease the R nd carp and that they would 

like to work for him. 

• “* 

I don't know how Kay's health is. 1 hey 
Siy she looks alright but i think she must 
be rather frail. °he 3till uses crutches and 
must tire reather quickly for she doesn't arise until 
10 or 1 0:30 end usually takes a nap in the afternoon. 

Instead of taking one today, she came down here but didn't attempt 
comming to the hjouse since the ground was 

30 soft t.he crutches would hav sunk in the earth at every step, 

7e drove to town and chatted until 7 ;30 at the motel when 

James prepared something for her to e at as she did not 

care of go out. dames end. f. went on to the 

town house, returning to the motel where 

Kay, after a rest, was up and about and they brought 

me home about 1 0:30. 


They told me that 1,2. uillard had 
invited them and me to the Country Club 
tomorrow night. 1 hey said she felt sure 
I would accept if they were to be in the party. I 
am not much of a Country Clubber, as you know, 
but i did accept to make a foursome for I. 3. Jillard. 
'They told me something that surprised. *le, to wit, that 
I. 3.Willard had mentioned on^und y when dirivng up 
with them that when she had gone to Bronxville to see 

time, she had 

if it 

e Was dead 
,,ls Su J9ests a 



*^¥emu tit* 

fe W£ U toW^jnaU 0 


Memorandum: 

Clear and chilly with ice continuing on the 
pot and front on the windshield. 


Tonight I dined at the Country 
Club under circumstances that suited me to a 


T. 


the 


came to get 


names came down with Key, stopping off at 
artist s, and arriving .here at 6. 'Kay did not 
descend from her horseless carriage when James 
me. Our plan was to proceed to town, stop at 
T. 3. ''illard’s and then proceed 
t dinner. On arriving in town, however, 
it was noted that the gas, tank which had been half full 

Melrose, was 
ne stopped at. 

where it was found ajt a glance 
in the car was acting up and would 

. . 

her fine carosse which she did promptly. 


when starting for 
jU3tab.out empty, 
a service station 
that the gas pump 
require repair on 


2he had called me early in the afternoon, to say that 
sue had discovered that the Country Clu , always going 
great guns on JednesdaV night and throughout the balance 
of the week, usually did not serve anything 
on Monday and next^io nothing on Tuesday except for 
special parties and therefore there would 
pro bn bly be very few people there and a sked if J- 
thought it would seem to lonely a pi ce for Kay and names. 
I didn t think so. 


us to 


And 

the 


8o we drove or rather I. S.Villard drove 
Country Club around 7:30 or 8 and ours seemed 

we 


- -- a ' .uv wi u ui»u murs 

fUnLa Sixrri y Axe L> 3 e main '*aI2, 

0** Posh.S^f r dfnd Wt rgjffjp^firobably arranged iy 


Proceeded to 


the bar f 9r 


A 
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The 


as 


a drink. h colored boy in spotless white presided over the 
bar and easily attended to the wants of hi s four customers, 
chef appeared, also colored, and settled one or two little 
details with our hos ess. Another colored youth, a waiter 
had prepared a tqble in the main hall, in front of 
the fire place, and I must say it was as cherry a huge room 
one would .he likely to find, ■‘■here was no feeling of 
emptiness somehow which seems odd. We had 

a aery pleasant dinner, receiving a round steak and conversation 
was jolly and the service perfect. Around <. 

9:30 we walked G bout the place a little to give 

Kay a nd •James some n.otion as to its layout and pulled *back 

the big draperies to view the outside surroundings and '■then 

departed, having . seen no guests at all and only the 

barman, the chef and the waiter. It is so pleasant being 

able to dine out andnot being constantly interrupted by people 

impinging on one s dinner, We u ^ ^ 

did not s top in town but came directly to M clrose where 
1 got out and the folks drove b a ck to town. 

• 

My telephone was ringing when feeble i it. It w a s 
,.rs. "alker saying she had just received a telepgram . 
a io;i y telegram, in fact, from Hew York, from 
.v sth er a he, 1 believe, the friend of 
Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs.Walker had sent Miss Lake 
a be-lated Christmas gift in the form of a Cane 
hiver primitive and the recipient had been so entranced that 
she had sent a wire of acknowledgement, bubbling over with 
enthusiasm, I don't know la Lake's address hut 
L ass me she is in the Mnahattan 'phone book, I am told 
.she is a reader of Cane u iver Memobut I h c ve never 
rece ved a wor d directly from her and shall not write 
unless Mr3. W a lkerpasses along the address. In the 
mean time it is pleasant,to know the primitive pictures 
find merit in her eyes and especially so since throuth her 

to circl ‘ “ 

x j*e. iu s ze of „ 


Memorandum : 

‘'air and chilly, 

■‘■he Register pursuit of real estate continues 
getting no where. I talked with both K a y and 
aames around noon. James was very enthusiastic n hout 

i v V\ u * prjpy'ty.with a two story house on a let five 
hundred feet m depth bordering on the river. The 
house included adequate space, it 
seemed, with a 30 foot square living roon/20 foot 
square bedrooms and so on. g.y 3a id ~ 
thry were going to see it during the .fternoon and 
thought the location alone made it a good 
real estate investment a nd ' the price w z s less th a n 
ialf her annu a l Federal taxes. ‘hey said they 
would come down and pick me up for dinner which 
they did. But it turned out 

thatthe property did 't suit K :: y who seems to want 
a house on a hill, surrounded hy w»odl a nd when she is 
looking over a river front property. ~nd so another 
agent took them to a place on hill with an 
„nte helium house, somewhere in the region where 
the Aswell property is situated. *ut that property 
wasn t desire n ble since it did not h a ve a river 
running along the top of the hilll and so on and 
so on and so on. 


-iked 

Ailte fbprtaa ntlri mi 7 7 


v . 


i 

■■hen ± ta!kcd with Kay a t noon, she said she thought 
would be returning to BatonRouge on the morrow 
it appeared that d.nri 71 n i.L 0 r\ a V) a ■*» + ^ ~ . 


: ue y w ™ ia be returning to BatonRouge on the morrow 

s,nee it appeared that during the afternoon they would 

h n ve determ ned upon home. By dinner time 

it wo Id seem they will not be going home 

for another few days since the quest for a home must g 

*‘ames 3ays he is convinced they will never find a nythi 

that will suit K..y and that they will 3 till he 

occupying the BatonRouge apartment when 

Kay le a ves _ inFclruary for another visit to J-he Bluff. 


go on. 

"9 


— ■»_ i 







> 


1 


From the Francois Rignon Papers, M-5889 in the souther. 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY 


c 1 . 


tl 


11577 



they 


h,,n ^ y Ayi tt '*r k:iSW tUat tUe Rand c 

keen leased by varies on hi 3 own hook. I think 
he is right in net telling her „tt>ut it before 
ec de on some permanent heme, if, indeed, 
she ever makes up. her mind on that score. I must say, 

‘ ueu rr, ± m surer sed somebody or other, unwittinqly, 
iasn^t irepped word n bout the camp in her presence before 

now. " 

% 

B R-indo Tnh Vi S lltUr J-, ri9rn 19 • Cel ‘ st e r marked that 

B. Randolph h c d again c lied J, H. last 

night, urging tkrx him to let them 

curll U Hni n i ° : Z P - 1 ** a little surprised they 

purs e tUatobject so persistently after - 

a. A. has told them that J^mes already 

has it. £ u t perhaps B. is right 

innet giving up for if K cy doeesn't eventu r lly 

make up her mind, perhaps J-mes will wash his hands 

ri 7 U l r +l* }n ‘i pertalnin 9 to //u tchitvches Parish 

witi i e :-' V** S r °n,t, the artist continues 

believe, will occupy places of distitit x 
in the better public a nd private collections. 

.he has turned out some flor 1 things that 

are turly remarkable and some plantation things 

that C re excellent. I selected one this afternoon 

,‘‘ r C iil r V d Tir lii i" U Uwn o leaving it at The+nterorise 
for Jrs.Walker uo send to her friend in the Moreau 


gin or cotton h.use scene, ail a -drip with 


Lib rary, — 


* + +1 . . —v, c»ijr. 

‘,v» • 

ana yet, on the same day, tosses offan 

I C Ui’nk l il* l t a3 °-ii pe thii > 9 Uat astonishes one. 
think she herself d:es.i t know which of her 

and it 


is surprising 




Memorandum ; 

- iny all day and rivaling tonight 
with the temperature on the chill side. 

The child, expected by Ju a nit a and Pat 
on November 25th, arrived on January 17th. The 
sex is male, much to the delight of his 
Papa, I have no doubt, j suppose he will 
bear the name of Joseph Marion Henry, 3rd. Mother 
and child are doing fine, 1 am told, and Pat 
is s. id to hegener a l ly enchanted. 


1 o'clock, but I called the Louisianne at 2 and 

°o a r m l 3 r/Vfn«t U l y v % d + b “ n i* la9ed in /l ‘ jin 9 their luncheon 
or re^kfast or whatever they eat at that h urof the day. 

There had keen talk about dining in town but 
with the appe u ranee of mist that might turn into 
f»0, the dinner eng gement wus cancelled 
but sames said he would like to come down for a couple 
Oj a urs, arriving within the hour a nd leaving before 
night and the mist settled down. J 


A little after 3 he telephoned again, 
and 1 was glad 1 w a 3 sitting down because he said 
had found a rent house in Pecane Park. I told 


they 


* 
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Friday, January 19th, 1962. 


1 thought that w a s wonderful, what with having 

neighbors in theD a n llenrys, the Joe llenrys and the Pat Henrys . 

I didn t throw in the one billion dogs and two billion 

kids in the area• 

'J-'hen Kay spoke with me and 1 c ongratulated her on having 
found a place and she thought it would he so convenient 
base to operate from in their nuest for just 
the kind of property they wanted'to obt a in, either already 
built or to be built. 

Pecane Park would he the la st place in 
Natchitoches I would overrent but I suppose 
James is worn out with the cross he has 
been fearing and prob a bly figures getting any 
place m Natchitoches now and m ving in theBatonRouge furniture 
provide a possibility of eing able to get K^y into 
the frame of mind to find something in the 
Natchitoches area • of course 1 musf confess 
I cannot for the life of me imagine why either of them 
should want to settle in Natchitoches since they know 
nobody in the are a s ve I. S. Willard, Miss 
Briarwood Dormon, the a rtist and me hut, then, there's 
no accounting for taste. 

I w s gl,d to hear from .Michael Per sell. 

J. H. went to New Orleans today and. will spend the night 
there. ,!y neighbor across the fence seems to 
be braving it out ui home but I imagine she may 
or may not hav some girl friends with her. it 
w:uld ‘'e xx kind of me to spend the evening with her if 
3he is alone but I am not distrubing her, on the ssumption 
she has guests or is w ell contented by herself and it seems 
■■■' me it is better not to inaugurate antique baby sitting 
bejore one runs tut tf courage to spend at 
le^st one evening alone. 


• is a matter 

tf fact, £ 30 relish the opportunity to spend 
h y myself that I want to make the most of it 


an evening 
t own 

that wi 11 


be 


.Memorandum j 

Cloudy and chilly. It appears the current 

*t'* 8ard ™t of the fex s panhandle 

is moving eastward rather than southward. From 

a»d\LV t ltV e .'“ "° V * h ‘ *»*• »ao«. Arkansas 

th, re - !)t,r J ed Pipes was at 

TV T yT e *b l '"n\ninZln*ced? T dM "'* 

e ‘^[sioned foggy weather for tonight a nd thought 

aft/r darlr^ f ^ tr * the mists 

tie f at t‘ /. 9Ue3 - 3 wliut “>as really up was 
to \ Q i ay - m3 .P''obahly tired a nd wanted 

to Jo Id up early m view of their 

plans to return to BatonRouge tomorrow 

calle me tonight to say doodbuc 
and acmes said he would come down this afternoon for' “ 
a little chit-chat, i confided that J 

I w z s expecting I. S. "illard at 2*30 to give me 
a hand on scaling down c secti n of c mural 

tint i e 'r il U8e eu V XtUr ‘ 119 S° r c Hie and 

that 1 felt we woul a h a ve that chore well wrapped up by 

a q.aruIVA !’ JaM ” S "‘ '“ r ' “* 1:30 a,ld J< S.nikr d at 


_„m2s. I. S .Willard departed 


s 

king 
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Sunday, January 81st, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


I. S. VJillard departed at 4 and James at 4:30 and 

that was that.l did have one or wo little 

matters 1 wanted to discuss with I. S. "illard 

r gurding a point or two concerning some poeple 

whom she hadbr ought here last year who, h a uing fallen into 

some misadventures, want to consult with me for advise but 

I can take th&t up with her over the 'phone. 

The Registers plan to move to Natchitoches on 
or q bout February 1st Kay doesn't 'know 3 bout the 
c .mp a s et ant a believe James hopes to get it 
rigged up and in r ,pple-pie order before he unveils it 
for her delectation. 

• 

J. J. is i,n Mew briea.ns but will r turn tonight. The 
plantation isn t do ng much b cause of the cold 
a nd dampness. Fug n btu who was on the wagon for a while, 
has fallen off c9a*n. Since the death of thcAxe, Fugabou 
has been making coffee each morning before daylight 
a nd serving it at the store whenever the place opens. 

Both -■ug fcou and his wife, M a ud, were prety well into their 
cups yesterday. At a bout six in the evening, Maud 
roused up Fug a bou, saying it was time for 

his coffee making und he respvndcd with alacrity. Doreatha 
had but recently left the big house, following supper when 
Fugabou made a round to the kitchen, sitrring up a fine 
pot of coffee and departing for the store with approrpdate 
cups, saucqrs, spoons, sugar and so on. as the 
store wasn t open, —he sometimes does arrive there in i he 
morning beftreanyone else, he s^t down and 
wated. After u few minutes, somebody passing 

asking him what in the world he was doing there with his coffee 

tray and he explained it was almost time for the store to open. 

It was pointedout he was 11 or 12 hours ahead of time, whereupon 

everyhodywhooped and hollers in glee and 

the cvffee tray went b,,ck to the big house and Fugabou 

b a ck home to Maud and their cups. 


Mall a restful weekend he unfolding 
for little Miss Lee in Lyme . 


Cloudy and chill yesterday. Cloudy and warm today. 

A cold mass of air, heading south along the^ockies, 
stalled on the Dallas-Fort berth line where it 

was sleeting last night with ice a 'll over the urea. Fortunately, 
a brosk breeze from,the Gulf blew over this ..rea, sieving off the 
cold front and providing ns ith quite • mild spell. 

I had quite a few in-coming calls „ romMaburday morning 
until n.early midnight. Carmen w^.s the earliest bird, followed 
by Mrs .Walker 1 s mother, Cl^.ra Genung and so throughout the 
day, ending up with c call from loth of the 
Walkers who were at the Monteleon in Mew Orleans. 

It seems the morning p-pers had carried a list of 
th awards, set forth during the Press Association 
convention in the Crescent City and the reason for the 
calls Was the fact that Cane River Memo received a citation. 

I believe IRc^h berprisc received a citation, too, for its editori 
and I a m glud for the paper that it got mentioned twice. I haver, 
seen thelist f awards but one will be coming to hand sho tly, 

I suppose, u nd, if so, 1 .shall send same along. 

talked with Mrs. Walker first, after which her husband 
came •» for a little chat and they seemed happy with the doings 
of theAssociation. I got a laugh out of something Mrs.WfLkcr 
said and the w a y she said it which cannot be conveyed in type 
form, in a couple of sentences, she mentioned rfi episode 
that upparantly had. transpired at the 'inner or, perhaps later 
in the hotel. "hat made me l-.ugh was not the episode itself 
but the fact that she threw in the final sentence on the subject 
without hesitating a second and without altering the tone of her 
voice in the slightest, spilling out the words as 
though a median ical gadget were speaking. Mhe said: 

"Among others, I saw Carolyn and Ola Mae and 
when I spoke of your award, Carolyn suid she had to rush right ou 
? nd send you a wire of c ongratulati ns. Does she ever tell the t 

To keep bhe record straight, I shall let you know 
■Immediately when and if any wire comes through. 
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One call during the day, having nothing to de 
'j)itU C .ne “iver Mem, hailed from the artist who 'phoned 
around noon. ->he said r. Pipes and his wife had 
stopped by her house, an route to B a tonRouge, to 
pick up some pointings „ She said Jr. Pipes 
told her they had rented a house in the "Pecane orchard" — 
meaning Pecan Park, — and they thought it w uld be 
nice if thc^y could find.a camp on the river, too. 

James hasn t told Kay as yet, 1 believe, that the Hand camp i 
flready theirs. 

I suppose they were in a hurry to g et b a ck to 
Batons uge before Lite weacher got hoistrous. In a 
way it seems odd t.ey shoul h a ve carried a flock 
of pictures b n ck to Batons ?uc with them since they 
will be having to cart them b a ck here again within 
0 , weeks which is when they plan moving, I believe • 


is 


a couple 


i.er ss the fence this noon, 1 found mine hostesss bubbling 
ever with delight. Before I had taken 
*ff m,y jacket, site handed me u glass of wine and 
as/itfd me o congraulate her on her 

good luck. She had taken severul snapshots of che snow and 
ice o last week and aL 1 ■had come through except one. 

She was also merry because she was going withDee to 
town this afternoon to indulged in bridge at 
Hez's house, ■‘■hen, too, site is planning to 
have the ^entire inside of he .vwn house done over 
and what s more, she is planning a party for tweleve 
of her girl friends this summer, —in 
plantation style.Yon can see easily enough how 
the lady's heart should be so gladsome. 


I'm beginning -go dig into some of 
my Suristvius irw. il and hope to acknowledge quite a lot 
o it during the week ahead. I believe it is Jednesday J. 
Celeste go to Jew rleuns for the balance of the week. 

I'm still laughing every tome I think of the guest 
speakers at theCottonCouncil convention, Senator 
■oldwater of Arizona, Senator Eastland of Mississippi, in - 

Ucar exactly 
tr a flovr, — 


H. a) 


aoj-awa oer oj rizoiia, Venator Eastland 
dicating t'.ic planters are going to hea 

s: t r«. 
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Monday, January 22nd, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


Mighty curious weather, -it was so cloudy nil afternoon 
the garden lights which work automatically night and^ 
morning, turning them elves on a,nd off, found it 
so dark that they remained on full tilt all afternoon. 

This morning Austin, Tex a s, h a d a drop 

of temperature of 19 degrees in 17 minutes. 

it V'. mid 7 9' s .Yr‘ and MU 


sleet 

hope 

says 


. -- t UrJ- J. U Li U LL ik 

m contrast to Shreveport which w a s 3 8 most 
•f the afternoon. Shreveport has had rain and sleet all 
day and we haven t had anything but clouds. I 
our thermometer doesn t sag to the 
20 degree M a rk which * J hreveport 7 ather Bureau 
will be theirs, in the mean time, I have the 
doors and windows hopen but probably will h a ve to 
be closing them before morning unless the cold 
front keeps on going east. 

was such a delightful surprise to find an 
envelope, registered, awaiting me at the post office 
t is morning, the same stemming from Lyme. 

million w a ys of approaching the subject youldn't 

{'ri^ir* 0 , expr ; ess ,il i¥ del igh t with the whole 
business. A flock of interruptions, culimn a ting 

m t he supper bell, prevented me, from doing more than 
exploring the first p a ge, the two splendid portraits and 
glancing at the heading o the clipping. I shall 
have to exercise patience in mountainous amounts to 
curb my desire tv ru* through the first page again and 
continue through the other two and then to 
absorb the clipping .. 

Somehow the portraits came mowt opportunely 
m conjunction with your dv.se regarding the failure 
of the lines at the bottom of the p ges to track straight . 
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On the strength of your kindness all around, 

I dropped a line to the typewriter m a n uh t> makes 
a round through this region every couple of weeks, asking 
him to lend me a machine while he takes w this one with him 
to give a thorough working over, j t * s so kind 

of you toset me straight in so many points and I 

must say it will he much easier for me when things are 

Ship-shape once more.. I a m glad to know qbout 

the Denho'lme spaces at the top, I reckon'I get in the 

h a bit of leaving space for the Yucca etching at the 

tt>P, —I use so much of that stationary, and must 

incline toward le a ving the same space on the plain sheets. 

I am so appreciative of 11 you t oughtful ess in this 
matter and the hundred and one others that you are forever 
so generously assisting me with as I move through 
the shadows. 

I didn t even finish the first sentence of the clipping 
bu.t realize that it is the obituary of Anna, duchesse de 
Tally rand . - L he mere mention of her name recalls so 
vividly the lust two times I saw her, on ocean between 
the places and the circumstances. • l he next to the last 

time she was receiving at the top of the grand 
staircase of her Grand 1 rianon house in Paris near the Arc, 
a ndthe last time, she was in the Hew York Brentano, tucking 
a shawl around papa" for the > ^uke was about played out apparent 
but Anna was still going strong. She never got a 
very good press in America, proh a hly for several 
re .sons, two of which, perhaps, were because everybody 
thought her father, Jay Go Id, a b a g, which he certainly 
w c s, and sec ndly beca sc I think m-ny a* meric,n reporters 
at the time of her marriage to Beni de Catcllane and 
the divorce, h,-.d scant understanding of the adroit 
skill Anna moved in Continen a l circles. Everybody 
will prohcf ly forever com are Anna, duchess of" 

1‘allyrand, with Consuela, nee Vanderbilt, duchess of 
Marlborough. I never knew the latter but 
always feltshe perhaps did not possess that sense of 
grande sa" which Ann a managed so wonderfully ,, Anna 
could always pi y Proud's Guerm a ntes but C„- i , suela neuer see med 
fitted for such a role. 

Even as you, I also., 1 am sorry to say, have not 
communicated with Natalie since Christmas Eve or whenever 
she and Ji.B.were here. 1 forgot her birthday utterly. 


Tuesday, Jan a ry 33rd, 1968. 


Memorandum ; 

a 

Chilly and drizzley a ll day long although 
the thermometer isn t scheduled to slip much below 

38 which is comforting. l/e are pr-.mised the 
same dish for the morrow. 

It was so nice being ~ble to resume the 
letter from Lyme today. :fhe formulation of plans for 
vacation time seems difficult enough all round. I gather our 
mutual friend did not subscribe to the idea expressed 
in the^ane^iver Memo about husbands 

and wyves making the most of vacation opportunities, as 

applied to the f mily circle. *ut come to think of it, 

our,mutual friend n turally never heard of Cane^iver Memo 

although the idea expressed therein may have come to 

her own mind. Naturally, I hold the thought for little Miss 

Lee's sake that her own outing may be so adjusted as 

to permit her to do at least a few things 

she wants to do. In view of the act.that a a one jogs 

along, one is likely to encounter interests that 

are as appealing as once were the personal connections and 

1 h °ld the thought that visits to kin folks simply because 

they are kin folks and nothing else, may be kept at 

a. minimum while opportunities to explore 

places which have grown apace with the years may 

somehow be squeezed in to aprogr a m and my guess is 

that these explorations will p a y off dividends more handsomely 

in the wake of the visit th a n will a whole 

flock of energy expended on personalities that, 

for one reason or another, never did mean so much in 

a majority of c ses as do those other points the indi idual 

himself as brought into the fr nt row of c onsciousness 

by his own inclination, 


1 


I was interested in the clipping a bout 
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Wednesday, ;j uary 24th, 1962, 


the death of the Duchesse de allcyrand about which 
1 uad heard nothing, I didn't even know etc,, etc. 


the r/ia'.i wh o made 
to dear old 
between 

perhaps 


1 was so interested in the close-ups oj 
"Your tine my a - ld " iaise the ai £ ina J 

mine. The mention of the hotel on58th 
Madison j.nu 5th makes me wonder if this is new, 
on the south side of the s reet sort of be ween 
or opposite ■‘■he Ma ison cr is it old and I h ue simply 
forgotten my Geography „ Mention of ‘ 

the Mormon real estate pi pis adjoining Bergdoff-Goodman's 
is interesting, I like to keep up with such 
matters, I heard an interesting sq uib about 
Che President of the co cern making R a mhler cars who 
is a i i shop m the Mormon Church and. one whome the 
Republicans would like to polish off for Presidential 
material, it is s. id, 1 a m gl d u owcrd K, Smith is 
returning to the air, 1 shall try a few ABC stations 
oo see ij 1 c.n catch up with him via r dio. 


inFebruar 


* 


-o must return to the T a lleyrand-Lyndhurst matter, 
here mention of Lyndhurst brought b ck so many 
memories of the place when Mrs. Finlay J, Shepherd 
liued there. At the moment i think 1 ought to 
do a Cane“iuer ^emo touching on one or two such points but 
I reckon + crt!2d scarcely make it interesting enough to 
warrant, J J 

The 'phone has been out of wh c ck all day, 
perhaps since last night end I cm accordingly 
enjoying the ante bellum quiet resulting therefrom, 
it is said Che entire CaneRiver section of the Parish 
is without service which has probably 

aiineycd m--ny a subscriber but haan t bo hered me in 
the slightest, « 

The enclosures are of no particular interest hut 
1 enclose a few regardless 1 send the 
envelope from Mew Tela d, thinking you might net 
have seen a stamp from that quarter lately, I h a ve 
acknowledged the card and do no want it hack,,,,, . 


Me mo randum: 

Cloudy G nd sort of w rmish in the 50's. 

Just as I started to fold up my heard last night, 
a Baton Rouge call came through. It was 
from thcRegistcrs and I talked wit each of them. They 
said they were busy packing for the Natchitoches move 
they anticipated during the coming week. They seemed to he 
bubblihg oue with gaiety ■‘■hey both seemedfHied 
with delight at the prospect of their impending pi. ce of 
residence, As 1 never understood the.move from 
McwOrlecns toButon xt eu e, I suppose I 

should hope to understand the Baton^ouge to u atchitoches 
hejira. It's enough if they understand it or, 
failing that, if it is what they want to do. My mis¬ 
giving is that 1.doubt if they really know what 
they want and, because I think this is so, I 
envision c » impulse on their part to be moving off 
in some other direction before their roots are well sunk 
into the local 3oil, , a see no more 
virtue in "staying put" $h a n following the pattern 
of the Mexican jumping be a >» but since 
I, myself, abhor the thought of play in „ out 
the role of a well heeled Nomad, the present plans puzzle 
me no end. If one's most arduous 
labor consists of clipping* coupons and if 
one never actively interests one self in the life, — 

P st, present or future, - of a. community where 
one chances to set up one's tent, moving on to 
some s. er site for tent pitching probably involves 
little or nothing except the inconvenience of 
directing expert movers where next toset up camp, 

A lady 's, voice which I scarcely remembered came 
over the wire when 1 answered my 'phone this m ruing 
about 9, It was none other than 
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Sister Frances Jerome, She is staying at the convent across 
the river z nd plans to remain there for several months. 

It seems she h z s a leave to do research and plans to make 

the local convent.her headquarters for most of the time, 

phe asked if she might make an appointment to see me and 

I suggested 9:30. She arrived with tape recorder swung over her 

arm and 1 gladly put a few things on to tape 

at her request. She remained until 21:30 a?Jd when I 

accompanied her to the gate, she pointed out a pretty car she 

was driving. She has always seemed so grateful for 

what little I could do to give her c hand in Iter Cane 

River explorations and she told me that she hoped 

I would call on her at a ny time if I Wanted her to 

do any secretarial work her and that if, at ax y time, I 

had occasion to go to Alexandria, Natchitoches or any place, 

she would feel only too glad to drive me. It 

used t.o seem odd to see a single Jiun flying a hout up and down 

the local highw a ys on foot a»d all by herself and it 

now seems even stronger to. see a nun sailing off in 

any direction alone in smart automobile equally 

all by herself, 

I had chanced to be examixxing some swelling Chinese magnolia 
buds in the garden to the west of the big house when Sister 
Frances Jerome arrived. Ignoring her proffered 
hand of greeting, I simply threw my ar .s around her 
in a warm embrace, After dinner, as I was leaving the 
dining room, the cook, bubbling over with merrimexxt, ex¬ 
claimed : 

, "i 3hre was study in' about Miss Carolyn this morning, 
wishin' she was here this morninj when you done 
give that si3ter-lady that big hug,,,,,," 

Come to think of it, I wish somebody t had l een there 
to make a sxiapshot for I think you would have 
guild it hilari ous, had the a een one I might have been 
able to pass along, I reckon Father 

J dlahan might h c ve collapsed, had he been a witness to 
such carryings on,, . 
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Thursday, °anuary 25th, 2962. 


Memorandum j 

, Sunny w th only a few flimsy clouds and 

pleasantly warmer in the mid 60 's, 

J. X, and Celeste are scheduled to le ve by train 
tonight for New Orleans, At the coffee hour this 
morning, mine hostess read \e a charmixxg letter from 
Lyme, Over the tea or coffee cups r the 1 dy e xpressed the 
wish she might skip all the Atlaxitic City doings and spend 
thut time in ^anh^tt n. She want 3 to taxi up to 
the Cloisters and would love to get in at least 
one show. She thought she wanted to see 
TheOay Life, —if that is the name of it, or, something 
w>th a title having Music in it but 1 forget the precise name. 

It was my understanding she 0 as going to write little 
Miss Lee forthwith, 

there were quite u few calls from town by people who 
learned about the Press Association awards for the 
first time when they read today's Enterprise, 

Several mentioned Mrs, Walker '3 column along side 
Cane*’iver Memo, 1 ran through it hurriedly a nd 
it sounded very kind, I called her this evening to 
thank her for same, 

*monj those calling from town this morning w^s Clara Genung 
who cert inly has a keen mind making he rail enter¬ 
taining conversationalist. She is always coining a phrase 
that sparkles, I may have mentioned one she used the 
other day which delighted me. In speaking of her 
daughter, she observed j 

"Ursula is xw intelligent alright but I'm just 
plain smurt," 

I like to repeat t,he phrase to myself, it 
so .chow puts me in mind of the way, although differently 
couched, a local sen or daughter of the Sail my put it or 
something similar .in the realm of fundamentals. 
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± ice ru bijicotiiMg in a uriicugo broadcast 
tonight that. interested me, especially us I had never -thought 
oj the matter bej ore. The speaker, r enarking 
upon the fact that so many lakes and rivers in the 
central part of the country were under or supported a 
covering of ice at least a foot thick, it was imperative 
that people should removeft the heavy blanket of snow covering 
•she ice 30 that the fish beneath would not starve. ..ccordinq to 
this report, sunshine cannot penetrate the blanket of snow but 
l f at 15 percent of it is removed, that is 

all the snow removed from at least 1 5 percent of the ice 
enough sunshine will penetrate through the ice, enabling the 
plant lifetogo on developing, therebye providing the fish with 
aaequate food. Apparently there s enough oxygen in the water 
■eneath theice so that noholes need he cut to let in any extra. 

1 had never thought of the matter at all hut if I had . I 
shouldn t have imagined plants would do much in p water under 
a ceiling of ice a foot thick. 

Returning to tod a. 's conversation with M rs. Genung, 
i was much interested when, in response to my reference 
Captain Eddie Rickenbacher speech and his desire " to go 
< ack to 1918 , she recalled she had known him quite well 
he was just hack from the 1st tiorld •'ar and that he had. 
with them at their home in the midwest and that he used 
little Ursulu preen herself by wearing his fine medals 
said Eddie was alright until he married a rich widow-lady 
a'out wh.ose money the boys were always ribbing him. From that 
orw..rd, Rddie seemed to feel it incumbent on himself 
to make lots and lots of money just to prove to the boys that 
he could amass more we 1th than his wife. She s aid 

t dd ! e W s proba ' ly about at his youthful best 
in 1918, that she could understand his nostalgia for 
those "good old days" b.ut that she doubted if he could 
ever Huktnytthe past c uple o weeks, a faint and un- 
pseasant aroma i kegun r .. g ■ rm the b $oo 
hedges. It comes from the droppings 

of a flock of birds currently hibernating here. My guess is 
there are not more than a few thousand, perhaps 10 
or 15, which seems insignificant enough ‘in 
contrast to the three millon roosting nightly in the 
gardens during the 19 50's. I hope we 
get no increase in numbers between now and the 
March migrations and that the rains may speedily wash away 
th£ reminder of the visitation. And so U 

things turn locally while in Florida the 

o^ c ^e r har^.'! e . 0 . l . l !. preparations J ‘ er tUeir as3ault 


to t he 

when 
stopped 
to le t 
8 he 


po in 


Friday, January 86th, 1968. 


Hem ■ randum: 

Rainy a nd around 60. The radio broadcast 
tornado warnings for this areafrom around noon until 
8 o clock tonight butnone passed this way. 

1 id some transplanting a head of the rain and 
Ikept an eye on the tremendous black clouds unfolding 
in this fraction from the north and west. About 2:30 
or 8 it got so dark the auto .atic lights in the 
gardens turned themselves on and just us- 1 finished 
tiie lust plant, a soaking ruin descended, saving me the 
trouble of having to water the things just put into 
the good earth, ll’ithin half <.n hour, the ruin 
dwindled down to a driz.le, giving me an opportunity 
to finish off the job by dumping a wheelbarrow load 
of cotton hulls around the h_se of each plant and 
I hold the thought that tonight each new tenant tonight finds 
himself comfortably housed. 

/ugabou, °harlies Turner and a couple of men I 
didn t knew, living on the pluce, came oo see me about 
first dark to a3k if it would be alright if they 
bagged themselves some brids from the bamboo 
hedges tonight. Fortunately they concentrate on the 
bamboo hedges and net on the trees so nobody should be 
tempted to mistake a., blackbird for a peacock or the other 
way around. 

My birthday radio stood me in such good ste d 
tonight when the standard one went out of whack. La t 
night the standard one seemed to develope urthrites or 
s me such and the dial wouldn't nurn. Fortunately 
it chanced to be on a station at the time and so I 
jot the news from one soui-ce. I was told that someone 
at the store could fix it today and it was indeed fixed and 
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returned to .me in good order. "hen 1 tried to 

noiie from one station to another at 6:15 tonight, however, 

thedi.1 moved with va3t abandon, spinning .round 

at a great rate, leaving the inner workings out of touch 

with all stations. You can imagine what a comfort it was 

being able to reach for my little 1 irthday one and so 

round out news reception which covered such u large field 

this weekend, what with so many things popping in various 

quarters of the globe, not to mention t he moon shot, 

preparations fir tomorrow's space trip and so o;:. 

I was delighted to hear f/atalie's voice this morning 
when she called around 1 0:30. It was just a 
frie dly chitchat with no particular news exchanged 
by either side. She hadn't he rd the Registers were 
moving to town. °he said she was making a dress 
for Ann trucking, t the same time, s:me kind of food for 
thirty people which she is carrying to J linden or some such 
place o.i the morrow where her mother's people are 
having a family reunion, she asked if I had 
heard anything b way of a peep out of L. S. U. Press 
and i told her I had not a;id she reported no peeps 
from that quarter either, ■‘■he old seiestre is ending and the new 
beginning and there seems to> he lots of college work demanding 
her time, not to mention preparation for a closed circuit 
I' r program on which sheets going to teach some subject 
or other I can only wpnder at the ire tendons amount 
of energy she is bound to possess in eing 
able to manage so many irons in the fire • 


In viww of all the fanfare swirling around 
the proposed man in orbit business, together with details 
about the thing costing four hundred million* doll-rs, 

I ask myself, as I have ynquired at the same 
point before, if we aren t handling our publicity all 
wrong in such matters, lie have built up the 
public to s tanding on i s tiptoes, only to 
le t them down with a crash when a project 
has failed and 1 think the effect is good for 
nobody, especially for non-rocketry nations 
on our side who must experience as much disappointment 
over delays as do we while providing much counter¬ 
propaganda material gratis to the Soviet 

folHtSiiiSlMiestgitp r-iyents, 
•22/V do etter ' 

'•0 . 



Sunday, January 281i, 19&2. 


Memorandumi 

All blue and gold and 60 -ish. 

It was such a pleasant surprise to discover 
a letter from Lyme in yesterday's post. I relished 
the communion it afforded and after having experienced 
once in the early afternoon, I repeated it in the 
early evening. 

■thanks to the telling pen strokes of the 
present changes effected in the-, metropolitan area, I 
cm convinced I should scarcely recognise the 
place, were I to f ind myself transported there. 

As for y'ashingtonSquare Village, I find it an 
in i.erest ,ng coincidence that little Mi 3S Lee 
should alsv le a c quainted with residents in that 
area. I take it to be situated directly 
south of the Square itself, —a region 
that was never very clear in my mind for, al though 
I have on occasion walked through the loc .lity, 
it was a ll so drab and seemingly so much of one piece that 
I never found very much there to call me b a ck. I 
remember the Judson Memorial Church f a cinj the Square on the 
, south and 1 gather the Village stretches south from 
that line o buildings in front of which 
every spring there used to be sidewalk Art ex¬ 
hibitions and so on. Should little 
Miss Lee chance to 'u.mp into /Jo. 4 and discover 
lob or his wife, I think she might find them 
pleasant conversationalists hut for a person with so 
m-ny demands on her time, I cc» readily under¬ 
stand if she doesn't get j round to going over the 
entire developement. 


I was interested, in learning se val news items from 
‘1'he^nterprise, as mentioned in little Miss Leec's 
letter. That l a Spinks should have written 


the Enterprise about the -hsence of' the column isn't 



'fjgh’gf. iisi?$#yr ntu v d 

such casual particulars. 


• • m - 
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I must suy 1 am thankful for a quiet day 
and the hsence of visit rs is c little surprising, ishat 
with the weather so pretty. It is true I had a half dozen 
people b , appointment this morning, --guests of Mrs. Peter 
Clo tier. They were pleasant enough cjnd as I did not 
ask them to sit down, their stay wasn t too long. I had 
rather expected Blythe might make a round but I didn't 
see anypne this afternoon except a few of the plantation 
folks who usually drop in for a short howdy 
on Sundays. 

I listened to Invitation to* learning tonight ,— 
revolving around the poetry of Keats but 1 must 
co,if ess th t while 1 enjoyed listening, j didn't get 
much out of it. Somehow they seemed to 
start off by getting tangles up in that line from 
the Cde toa Grecian Urn: 

"Truth is beauty and beauty truth," 

and while they finally got thenselve unooked from that, 
they never did get on to anything of much consequ-mice. 

One of the guests was Sir Fitsroy McClean, member of Parlement, who 
tever Sir Pitzroy muy be. He struck me as being a person I 
should like to spend long hours with, not on a microphone but 
rather on a comfort kle deep sofa in front of c biasing log 
fire where there would he no need to keep one's eye 
on the clock/or hurry about completing sentences. 


Monday, J nucry 29th, 1968. 


Memorandum: 

an* d ° ai ' 1U ‘ S <*>» 


a oe 


• il were here for dinner, Joe to pick up 


ihem t° town to work on his grass plot for him, Ban 

for fUrnolntomorrow morning 
J or afternoon planting on his plot m Became Park. J 

. . :jis ter and Dootsie, her daughter, blew in around a. 

Sister reported D a n very ill, so ill, in fact, 

t.Mt when he got home from dinner down here, he couldn't 

cli - t *¥* hudU,go right to bed. She _nd Dootsie 
walked from Ban s to v 0 e s place where Joe was 

working his men from here. He d\d not suspend his labors and 

did not invite them to ynspect his new house. Then 

they % alked over to Pat s hut didn't see the new h a by. I 

unde stood Sister to sag she wouldn't go inside the 

h:\se anyway hut, if not, why she walked over there, I wouldn't 

know. Sister and^oetsie are here tonight although they 

claim they are going home n the morrow. 


The primary in Hew rlecns had half a dozen candidates 
of whom the two top vote getters will run in c seo?$c 
primary in about a month. One of the top men 
is the present Mayor whose name 1 know not, something like 
Ciro or Skiro or some such whom 1 'm told is pleasant but 
who strikes me as beingan unimaginative politician, x he 
other top man is a State Legislature with a name that 
sounds like Duplantier or dujPl a nttet or some suhe He opposed 
theCitizenCouncil bigots and has been contending a gainst 
the Davis dominated BatonBougc crowd which recommends him to me. 


received more votes than any other single candidate nd is said to 
have scored heavily in voteswith heavy" negro 
population, r/hen all the votes rounded up by 
the othe four candidates eliminated, however, it is anybody's 

ie3£^BA}P-M£^S£CJ>'J..d^Drimam^.will Dan out.. What 





Dui 


to theCottonCouncil this afternoon on any of the evening 

news re orts out of ew rleans. J conclude from 

that he delivered nothing of earth-shaking 

proportions to the assembled cotton folks. I 

assume Senator Eastland will not get any more 3 pace on 

.he morrow, following his speech, than Goldwater did following 

his. But I haven't a dou)t J J 

all present enjoyed today s speech since 

the vast majority of the audience, I haven't a 

dou.-t, are .s conservative as the speaker, j assume 

most conventioners don't want to hear ideas but merely 

listen to an echo of their own thinking and 

surely that's what the Council is probably getting. 


t 

• • • 







1 
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Natalie called this morning and we had mite 
c pleasa.it chat, °hc reported her trip to Minden 
on ^tv.rd y aery pleasant and plans returning to 
the general area again sliortly to do a booh review 
/or some club. She reported finding an interes Ang 
article in the current harpers having to do w ith ax notebook 
kept by Graham Green while he was doing one of iiis recent 
novels, Natalie is un ardent admirer of 

Mr, Green, none of whose hooks 1 have ever read hut under¬ 
stand are excellent in the fictional field, 

Carmen called to say seme organisation, perhaps 
the Hysterical B a dies, are entertaining a hundred 
officers wives from Fort Polk next week or s ometime 
and wondered if she might bring them down here. My response 
was negative. She is going to take them to Oakland 
anyway and that will be enough for the wives of the officers, 

About 99 of them, if they follow the usiia.2 pattern, wouldn't 
have much interest inwhat the plantations have to offer, if 
they f allow the pattern of most groups of officers wives 
I h a ve met in such mass gatherings Although it would 
he extra work for me, were they to he invited here, still 
1 shouldn t mind having them if there weren t too many 
unpredio tables of the family forever blowing in and out, 

Mrs, 'Walker called to say Howdy and to report 
'■L'he^nterprise has just received photos,— 

Essae Mae and Sally, —separate pictures, with 

a news release, stating that Essae Mae is retiring in 

July, to he succeeded by Sally• '^he biographical 

data covering Essae M ae covered southing like 14 pages 

while Sally 3 covered something like five, I 

shall not hasten to congratulate Sally before the 

succession has actually be completed which will be soon enough, 

Essae Mae 3 cems to have been on the point of retiring 

so often, 

more^eice^ 0 .*, dul1 me • 1 do bei;ter on t he morrow in 


Tuesday, January 50th, 1962, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and mild, 

■‘he radio talks 2 bout clouds likely to put off the 
Florida lauunching of the space ship again but 
surely the weather in that area must be anticipated 
from some other quarter than here, 

» 

Si 3 ter undEo ots ie, her daughter, returned to Shreveport 
thisafternoon, Dootise, having no manners, 
opened my door without knocking this morning when x was 
on the 'phone, I cut short the conversation on t lie w ire 
and .listened to her. She said she thought it 
would he nice if Melrose were opened to the public 
and that her mcima who wants a job were put in charge. 

Her mama told, the cook 3 he was curious to know who was going 
to have the Hand camp as she ujould like ,to get a job 
taking care of it. Off hand, I shouldn t imagine 
there would be any openings for her in either'place , 

t • 

Sam Brown spent the morning planting or rather digging 
nandincs and Ban picked him and ncndin a s up at 
noon and carried them off to town to get them s et out 
on hi 3 Pecune Park property. Sister, in one breath, 
told me that If. n is very sick, has too small a house which 
he is go ng to sell and build himself a bigger 
one in Pecane park,, 

I had J ‘uga^.ou helping me most of the day, 
cleaning up the"hana garden, getting it ready for the 
ploughs, hauling out stalks of last year's 
ribbon grass, cutting b.mboo polls for re-furbishing 
the gourd garden and such like I 

relishged the exercise it provided for me a nd it is 
a pleasant tiredness I feel tonight, physical 
exhaustion but spiritual peace that Aw a ys follows in the 
wake , of visitations by the ahreveport contingent. 
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There was some reference on c Farm program this 
morning at 5:30 to the Goldwater speech before 
the 1 'ottonhouncil yesterday in which theSenator 
modestly stated he had no expectation of being a 
“cpublicancandidate for President, come 1964," His 
present public appearances in various q uarters of 
the country t uhile the Senate is sitting suggests that 
if he doesn t antici ate -higher political f'vor, 
he is certainly expending a heap of energy at 
many Republican gatherings . nothing was" 
mentioned in a ny Hew rleans tonight that 1 heard that in 
any way mentioned Senator Eastland’s speech today. Perhaps 
I sh.a '11 find reference to it in tomorrow's 
Farm program. 

1 assume 0 . d, will probably be returning home tonight 
and perhaps Celeste will follow on the 
morrow. I suppose v . a . will fly b a ck and 
Celeste motor with the H. Williamses. 


1 noticed the supper table was laid for six tonight 
a nd the cook mentioned that Han Henry and two daughters 
would join the clerk, the peoane man named Crow and me. 
But more places had to be ■added as 

Ban brought a 11 three daughters , hi3 wife and her 
son to hoot. 


I have had quite a few calls from people 
who thanked me for having run Lyle's letter 
aboutChildren of. Strangers in a recent 
CaneRiver '“emo'(rs .Walker 'phoned me this 
morning to read me one or two letters on the 
same subject from people' asking for extra copies 
of the issue containing that letter. I am 
glad so many readers found it to their liking 
~nd as extra cop.ies are requested, I take it some 
people are going to it add it to other titles from 
the ^axon pen. 


I haven t been writing the Registers, being uncertain 
as to the date they plan to move and I, in turn, 
haven't heard from them. Perhaps they will 
telephone from B ton Rouge or from town. I. S. 

Willard doesn't seem to be at home, cutting off 
that source r garding BatonRou^e plans. I am sure 
all will be in q,nd bout quite soon a nd 
my activities will bes epping up accordingly . 


they 


Wednesday , January 61st, 1968. 


Memorandum- 

Fair and mild. 


is i 


q . .— ssv n, cc/' u/t cue O JC ll / | 

o items, should you encounter any on the second hand 

Tl f i lUe n «9lected to thank you for your 

thoughtfulness but I trust you will believe me when 
I say that failure to mention it until now in ;»c way 
should indicate any lack of appr eciation on my part. I 

anything from the list of his works but I should 
appreciate it if you would keep two titles in the b ck or your 
mind m case you should encounter either at some ridiculous 
figure, — 


Friends of Joe Gilmore 
Old Louisiana. 


item for a dollar a throw, I wrote Hastings House, thinkinq 

they might have some extra copies hut they were all out. One 

in a while somebody asks me about this volume but 

1 ’on t find - copy to hand. Because it has Yucca 

pictures in it f people who like the place 

sometimes inquire out the book. If it 

can he pickedup for less than a dollar, it might '•« 

worth watching for. I reckon Old Louisiana 

could never been discovered at such a favorable figure, 

for I suppose it currently lists at around *7,50 hut ’ 

if it should be encountered at some 7 uaint price, it might 

be worth picking up. The new edition of Children 

of St aggers, as published by Basement 'Book »hop, _ 

'less Craiger, sells at #4.20 perhaps 

an earlier printing, possibly by Houghton-'Ufflin 

m.ght be picked up at s.me ridiculously low figure if somehod 

buying a library for other items, should, .3 sometimes hopen 

throw everything else 0 n to the market at 

s .me nominal price. I pray you not to search for 

Q?}V *{*!i eae » bfueuer. but merely keep them in mind in 

y.’rself in c bargain- 


9 

9 
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Although J, H . jit Celeste returned from Hew 
ir.ea-.is this a fterno on , 1 haven't had jiy report from 
the latter as I shall not see her until coffee on the 
morrow. 

I didsee J. 11. at supper, however, and was 
surprised when, „ or the first time in my life, I 
heard him say he was tired, tired of all the work . 
he had been through during the past several days in 
the re 3C ent C it\j . ..ctu.-lly, he was probably 
tired, too, ./rom his trip back here, —by car, 

1 supp se, plus the fact that on his arrival, he 
had transacted some business and then rushed rff j»wn 
•' :.e .* - 0H3 - - - . 

U, ‘C t J M .id to relate n bout impressions of 
the Cotton Council conventi ;i were as unexpected as 
his st temeni that he was exhausted, He, who is 
„ firm be outlie n, reported that the r resident is turning 
very Conservative which is just another way of saying the 
President's viewpoint is likely to come closer to jibing with 
his own. He said Senator “astland never showed up bee use 
of the impending Presidential Farm Message . «s the 

Presidential Farm l'ess ge wasn t scheduled for delivery 
untio today and as Senator Coldwater had been, able to 
cp pear on Monday and get b a ck by today, it would have 
seemed the Mississippi Senator might have put in his presence 
at theCrescent City and still be b c ck on the Potomac by this 
afternoon, if he had cared to, 

J, ti. t said that everyone agreed that very difficult 
econmic days stretched ahead 

Ihere was much talk, too, bout an endowment of a hundred 
million dollars, I assume by business or private sources, 

S 3r • ..nderbilt .Univ ersjtn students "so that institution 
c .n supply 'top people' for future Administrations even 
as-harvard now serves the present Government ". 

I shall have t unravel some of the e reports and repott on them 
further, l e morrow's report on the soeial side 
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FrpKZy, February 1st, 1962, 


Memo ran um : 

F ir and mild. 1 he"eather bureau predicts the old 
ground hog is going to see his shadow on the morrow 
: nd so 1 readily convinced it will he “arch 21st really 
arrives but if the present temperatures in the 70's continue, I 
don t care hen winter ends. 

I was perfectly enchanted today when 1 found 
a pres nt awaiting me at the post office. the mail is 
always late on the 1st of the month because the postman h. s 
to step a t every house on his route to leave a welfare check 
and thus hq reaches here later than on other d..ys, Jtut 
t ' iere wa * u t an U 1 st class mail to speak of anyway and 
the single -package was worth more th a n a stack o} 1st 
class mail. 

I haven't had an opportunity to read the smaller 
print on the cardboard carton but I could make 
out the large letters plainly enough, —Suiann In Love. 

1 was delighted • I do not know as yet the identity of 
Vie reader but I have listened to him .und find his English 
rendition marvelous. 

'ihere were people in and out all duy and I had field hands 
to guide at gardening projects and there were c llers and more 
cullers. Let, in spite of such doings, I was hie to 
read both a ges of. t .e first record and, us soon a s I 

h ve Gleam my desk of "must stuff" tonight, 

I propose collapsing i n m y armch a ir and just concentrating 

on h th records so that I a my relish the uh ole hisiness 

from beginning to end and then all over gain. How 

can 1 hope to express m y pie sure over this new treasure . I 

have so often wanted to read a little from little Marcel s 

pen but the time re uired to get an entire volume out of Batontiouge 









■9 
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Fr day, February 2nd, 1962. 


I 

is such that i have forgone the impulse until I should 
h a ve qn opportunity to pursue the uh ole voluvie und 
I don t get j round to do that more th a n a bout once ayear. 

But, now, thanks to this gift, ± shall be able to 
turn to little "arcel any time I feel like it, which will 
be often enough. a s a mutter of fad, I feel rather noble 
right now that l am not concentrating on that department 
instead of sticking to this machine. 


dimong those pass .nj this way today were Blythe and her 
sis ier-in-lj,w, nnnie » hite. 'Ihey both seemed in a happy 
frame of mind and hud many adventures to relate j bout the 
January freeze in. lcxandria. -it seems that J. 1 the palms in 
cit were "cooked". I think we fared better up 
this way . "e m a y have lost one or two but the 
m a jority of them here survived, 1 believe. 


thut 


Blythe wanted to know when I would take . day off 
and run up to spend a d, y at Brijrwood. I su> tested 
we wait until there .ere more flowers a nd a >little less 
dampness under foot, Blythe agreed it might e an adventure 
m uarious ways of getting stuck in the mud at the moment 
once we had turned from the public road into the 
Briarpatch". I. haven't a doubt the 
Registers will be wanting me to make the identical trip 
before long, too, and so 1 shall probably end up by 
making at least three trips in th^t direction!) before summer 
since Celeste, too, has asked me to go with her one day. 

I saw Celeste at the coffee hour, tihe s.xid the 
whole c nvention in .‘Jew Orleans was wonderful durlinq 
receptions and “e. ven knows what all. There 

was cons iderabl'edet., il as to the darling cl stume -rs. Jo-and-so wore 
at this cocktail party and what Mrs. Jhesit wore at that dinner 
and so o;t. * visit to Farley's JJursery was drummed up by 

Cel.ste and a couple of girl friends and 3eth Lea' fort was 
, 13 Pressed when, l..ter, she learned they had been 

to the pi., ce und she hadn't. Chalres and Ida Ua urette 
we^ae- visitedfor tec and Uh.irles was found to be lookino 
more, pert thru Ida which is usually the other w.y around. 

Beth is taking her hu band to L a s Vegas, "fora rest", she 
says, and on tic 23rd of March she is going toTokio. What a bag.... 


Memorandum : 

.Fair and mild. 1'oduy the radio mentioned heavy fogs 
that h a ve characterized weather along the west coast of late. 
Me hav had them here, too, andit is after 9 some mornings 
before the sun has been able to b\irn them out. 

Sister Frances ^erome came to see me this 
afternoon. "he 'phoned for an appointment and we 

C3t n blished contact at 1. I 

like her very much a nd was h a ppy to be^b'le to do u)h^t 
I culd to clarify some local soci a l points for her. 

• 

"hile she was here, I had a Call from James, saying 
he a nd Bay were in town and suggested it would he nice 
breaking bread together tonight. 

Around 3, Carmen and Roberta Me blew in unannounced. 
■‘■hey had been to Alexandria to a RcdCorss meeting 
a ?id reported having consider h'le diff iculty negotiating 
the road when the journeyed down yonder, the 2 hour 
journey coving 40 some odd miles from il atchitoches 
being impeded by the hc„vy fog, as between 8 and 10. 

I was glad they came while S. F. J. wa3 
here, for the latter and u a rmen had never met 
and I thinkCurmen may well he } hie to hip. her 
in some of her in <uiries as to ante helium town folk, 
the identifying of their residences and so on. 

• 

James appeared at 6 end he .ccepted my invitation 
for a glass of wine before leaving. »e r n hurriedly over 
a few points tr.. aspiring or c -b ut to transpire, such 
as Mrs.Walker 'phoning ycsterd-y to velonteer an excellent 
house servent if they should be in search of same, a domestic 
formerly m the employ of the late Mrs .Williams, 
etc., etc’. 

• • 

In about 10 minutes J. H. arrived to say K„y had 
a sked him to punch us along. I hadn't 
realized she hud, come down with James. 
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Ja ies sooke to J, H., as to the name of the hank 
of which lie is a director . J. me swill confer with 
somebody there on the morr-jw. 


“e tried to dine at the L 'ovn dense but 
found it bubbling over with customers and so *. e 
went on to the hotel for a dab of shrimp. 

'J-he^egis ersare staying at the motel and the furniture 
is already in their Pecane Park rent house. •'ernes 
made plans of the house and gave them to the moving 
people. x he men assigned to ihii-jek were dam dhepher 
and Will,, both colored, dames was enchanted 
with both as they were, expert in their job and 
they were app rantly enchanted with °ame3 w o had 
thing 30 designated cs to indicate where in which room each 
piece of furniture should go. It is all 
in the housebut °ames wont let Kay enter until 
all the things are unpacked and everything 
is ship-shape. Moving for A ay consitutes going 
fromBaton^vu e to the motel in Natchitohes and then, when 
the house is all settled, move from the 
motel to the house a.'.d I have no doubt she realizes 
most ladie3 don t get 3uch a break when it comes 
to establishingnew residence . 

There seems, to beonly one fly in the ointment, — 
the fact that there are odds and ends for which 
there i.s no space in the r ecane P a rk house and James 
would like to put them in the ex-Rand camp. x he Hand 
lease, I learned today, ran out at Christmas 
time, but nothing has been done as yet a bout 
removing their things from the camp which 
is certainly remiss on the part of the ^ands. l4 aturally 
James can t put his plunder in the camp before 
the Rand things hav been removed and there stands 
that Gordian knot. J reckon if ■ L 
tell °. u . he will ask the Rands to 

make way for the new-comers but, somehow, it seems as though 
that shouldn't be necessary 

*nd so things turn and Kay tells me I. S. 

Willard will take, her to an Hysterical Ladies luncheon 
at the Country Club, and Thel/afy Kyser, calling me tonight 
to c ongratulate me on the L. P.A. award, says she will 
make it a point to yrcet Kay when the 174 ladies 
break bread on t he morrow . 


•Sunday, February 4th, 2.62. 


Memorandum : <. i • 

Fair and mild, i hope the magnolia 
blossoms don't advance too rapidly for another freeze is 
siad to be just in the offing. 

1 he weekend has been a 7 uiet one. I had only a few 
visitors including FathcrCaluhan and Father 
Mcelroy who drove over from the church across 
the way to spend a pleasant hour over a glass of pert 
this a fternoon. 

"hile they were here, 1 had a call from 
James from whom 1 hadnet heard yesterday . He 
said he and K : y thought they might drive down 
in time to get b^ck before the fog settled down t 
I told him I had already accepted an 
invitation to join J. H. an dCeleste who were 
having a guest or two for supper and so they decided they 
would come tomorrow instead, Janes said 
he h^d keen pretty busy yesterday but had got 
along nicely. I suppose they will be moving 
into the rent house from the motel within a day 
or so. 

• My agents report much moving at the Rand 
Camp under the direction of Blythe's son, 

Horace uii om -i believe to he the prime force 
in getting Blythe to give up the camp. He had offered 
Jamesa camp bed or two and a table, along with some other 
odds and ends in the camp, pots, dishes and so on for 
a tliousund dollars which James thought 
outrageously high figure, "hen James 
declined, Horace g n ve most of the s uff to Zelma and 
h a d her call the epas company to come and remove the fuel from 



» « i 
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the tank. 
Hands hut 


0f course the fuel belonged to the 
it seems odd they didn t a sk James if 


he wanted it instead of having it removed, necessitating 
tUe . ii 3 company to r stvrn to re-fill it again fur Junes, A slight 
wrinkle is developing in the Case of Lelma who lives to the 
wes i of the camp and uoreath$ who lives at the east of it. 
a• H., who had no right to do so, advised Lelma, 
whom he heard was movnig to town, to remain to work for James • 
James, in the mean time, had decided that Htreatha and 
her husband and her daughter would he of greatere 
assistance in general operations, especially Aas Lelma has 
a jlock of children staying with her whom she always brings to 
the ci mp when helping Blythe. uoreatha a"d Ezra, her husband, 
are to t e desired since Ezra could keep the 
lawn in order, attend to the water pump, serve 
electrician and so on and their daugh er could 
a hand at keeping the camp house in, order. 
hell, we shall see what we shall see. 


as 

give 


On tlj,e 'phone this fternoon, James reported that 
K a V had had a fine time at the CountryClub luncheon with 
160 or 170 Hysteric 1 ladies. 

^eue _1 Oj tdc latter Called me .'Saturday night and this morning 
to report how nicely things had gone and how smart I ,S. 
fillard had appeared and how much everyone seemed to like 
A a y. I'm glad it turned out thus ^uring 
the talking part of the luncheon, it fell to Carmen 
to sal u.te various members of the organization 
who had c ntrihuted of time nd lbor to the 
advancement of the organisation during the 
year and it seemed pointed that she omitted any 
reference to :'rs. talker whom Carmen can't stau.d. “hen Carmen 

had resumed her seat, Thelma arose and, as President, 
said she wanted to speak with particular emphasis on 
the splendid work don ■■ oth in the clu*b a nd in the 
enterprise which Mrs. talker had done. 


*m? g i t - 6 tn 'T.* v , j ^ \j . ij j, j H , j ,i, 

seemed to enjoy yesterday s luncheon. Strand I were 
both enchanted that Svdie Laughton, vh o had been 
nominated for membership of the Board, wus not 
elected, flata'lie says Sudie is 

Wd.fS things than i could 


i.e 


e"d of things than 1 

■-« ro j + and jfV imagination in thit direction 

the P ZttivZStin* * S 9 l lomn .2 *udiofifavpw!£rtoi<k<BS#*ir,r 
the autographing party episode nP ^Aa, a ., !e ^ 

Q f-w 4 % 





c 

Monday , February 5th, 1962. 


Memorandumi 

Cloudy and chill. 

It u s such a?i nexpected plaisir to discover 
a iresor from Lyme in today's post, the letter 
of Wednesday gving me so many interesting glimpses 
of places, people and little Miss Lee. 

I can well picture the impulses that must be 
a stir regarding how time shall be spent during the 
summer interlude. 1 was hoping that perhaps something 

might be arranged so little Miss Lee and the girl 
friend might make a sortie to you know where. But 
„fter learning of the girl friend's plans, I r caL ized that 
side trip would probably not be possible. One 
of the disadvantages of passports is so evident in all this. 

It i. nice knowing that A. and M. will be having a 
little outing on the same continent that others are 
planning. If only they oere going to 
be in the neighborhood toward which a sortie might 
be planned, one might use such an unlikely 

peg on which to hang a hat but the time element doesn t even 
coincide. Misere. 

. It was so kind of you to mention the L. P.A. 
a ward and I shall :lw a ys treasure what you had to say 
about it. As for the memo department or 
more precisely the memorandum department during the 
summrr, i have given some thought to it and am 
delighted you mentioned it. I need scarcely 
tell you with what pleasure I look forward to the end of 
each day to the opportunity it provides for a little 
communion with l a Lee and if she has no objection, 

I shall continue that custom during the interlude, 
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attempting to jot down, either at the top of e t ch page, 

or on a separate sheet, the s a lient events that may 

transpire during that period so that little Miss Lee 

m a.y glance at the brief notation to see if anything of interest 

h a s transpired, and thus be able to skip all the 

plethora of notations if circumstances prevent reading 

the whole hunch of stuff at a time when, at the conclusion 

oj the interlude, there will be so many things demanding 

her attention . If she would prefer to have merely 

a weekly summation instead of a dainly memorandum, that wll 

he Iright, too, of course. Just which ever 

Wqy seems best will he just fine for Lestan although the 

little chats at close of each day along usual patterns, 

will pro kly give a more complete, albeit a duller panorama . 

In answer to the in lury r ardinn the Yucca 
letter hed^ds, / would report that ne"box has 
been completely used up end the other about half 
exhausted, 1 was thinking „ bout slowing up in its 
use, saving it for ultra special occasions only. 

Yf» for any one of a dozen reasons, it is felt it would be 
more satisfactory to replenish the supply later in 
the jear, I c<_ put the current stock on the holding 
shelf for a while a nd thus bridge the gap in 

t'tis special item until the accustomed routine is once mere in 
full swing. 

I so,much appreciate the information n bout various 
landmarks inCotham. I remember the Shcrry-JIethcrlands so well 
a nd the little old legal Shoe sign, three blocks to 
the west where the new Art building is 
scheduled to emerge eventually. I -m so glad to 
be able to follow these particulars and thus 
repair the skyline of my own mind in eloser 
comftrmity to contemporary realities which, of course, are 
foreve changing from one season to another. 


y/hat goes on in the 1( egister camp, I know 
not. I haven't heard from them today. < u ’he 
artist tonight 'phoned to say she had seen 
them on Sunday evening, indicating t ey were down this 
wdy when ± was across the fence. I reckon 
they are probably getting things shaken down into place 
in the new residence where, it is said, a 'phone 
will be installed on the morrow 

I hope your winter doesn't last long . 




Tuesday, February 6tn, 1962. 


Mem: rand urn; 

Clear and chilly. 'Che thermometer dropped b elow 
freezing last night but nowhere near the 12 degree mark 
reported last midweek from Lyme. It will go down 
into the 20's again tonight nd then start warming on the 
morrow, I hope. 

Lometime between now and the morrow, I must 
knock off a column. Since I haven't a n idea 
on what to expiate on, I may turn to the loss of 
a friend whose corpse I found between the front 
gate and the first Chines magnolia this morning, —good 
old Loue'lla. Loue'lla and Low Paul have never let more 
than a distance of three feet separate them in all their 
daily travels and 3o I was larmed last night when 
Low P :: ul came home without Leuella and I realized, of course, 
that something untoward had trunspjred. This morning I made e 
a tour of the j a&ens, thinking I might discover 
some tell-tale white feathers, suspecting a canine 
marauder of a rime. Lut I was wrong in that 
assumption for a careful exampinativn of the body revealed 
no signs of violence. I take it that Loue'lla had 
siimply had a stroke or 3ome such. And so 
I arranged a prompt funeral before letting out 
Low Paul and the ducks for their mornin walk. 

All morning Low Paul had kept issuing plaintive calls for his 
companion but, of course, without ..vail, 

and I thought it kinder on my part and easier for Low Paul 
if he didn't I.ave to go through the rigors of last rites. 

As soon as the grave had beer, closed, I immediately 
.....ihterruption . and 

I know not at what point l a s pursuing my bale about Louella 
and so I shall drop her right there. 


x he interruption was a 'phone call from James, 
I hadn t heard from that quarter since L'und.py. He 








11611 


reports progress in getting the house to rights, 

x he Register new 'phone number is 
Hatchitoches 4478, that is four four seven eight, 

Kay i id he will remain at the motel for 
a day or two longer, bike was within hearing distance\ 
asked few questi ns about her good health hut he void 


so 1 
ed that 


she is a little tired, her hip giving her some 
pain during, be past couple of nights', I \ 

suspect they are studying aboiut inviting me to di 
this week and hy then I trust she will have rested 
little, although 1 believe 3he has tyeen doing mu.ch d 
since, as 1 under-.band it, she hasn t been to the ne\ 
house as yet, 

interruption . 


Juanita B, just 'phoned. She had 
called me this morning to thank me for a hospital 
remem:ranee but the.line was cut a nd so she 
called again tonight. She said Pat and 
the Presbyterian minister had gone to a basket ball 
game and she thought the time excellent to resume where 
we had left off. this morning. She says she and the new 
baby are doing just fine and that she is going to make, a 
rouyd down this way one of these days. 
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Wednesday, Febraury 7th, 196S, 


4 


istess hod orwarded 


Memorandum : <. 

Cloudy and reasonably mild. 

At the coffee hour, -i learne 
you an air mia'l letter on '1‘uesday 
she and a, ii . would be in town an 
have you secure three tickets for 

might no with them as their guest, I sure this ix _ 
afford them much pleasure but if you, yourself , find 
that the d te conflicts with ai y plans you may have or in 
any way inconveniences you, you will, I know, 
feeel perfectly free about declining, 

I had io 1 ugh this fternoon when three of my friends who 
were lending me a hand in the-garden observed that 
Louella was looking nightjpert, I had 

thought i had buried Lobelia and had followed up her last 
rites by writing a Cane iver Memo mentioning 
her departure, I took a second look at tlie goose 
and still thought it was Low Paul, Two more friends 
appeared and I asked them if the bird might be a gooses 
or o g a nder. One thought it the former, the 
other the latter. And so I don't know as of the 
present writing whether in fed 1 buried the one 
or the other and recorded the doings in t he column. 

If it turns out I was wrong, I shall simply charge 

off the uii ole thing to poetic license or some such, it 

is curious, indeed, that in the case of the 

ducks and the geese, it is sometimes 1 most 

impossible to determine their sex for the tell-tc.il 

feut.-.res, especially the t il part, varies in 

appearance from time tc time and while the males 

at some times have quite a twist in the tail section, at 

other times there is no cur^l at all, K had thought 

‘hat the orown on the geese wes larger in 

the male th-n the female but the size of 

that top-knot seems to vary in expansion and c ontr ction 

and so, as of new, I am suill quite in the dark as to 

Ml!t jjltin?SsWoifriends I buried and which is 
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Shu that it is February, I am hoping the 
typewriter service may he passing this way shortly to 
pick up this machine to put it in order again. 

For a couple of days now, it has been kicking up at 
the side, resulting in the tears us already evidenced on this 
sheet., a new roller, however, will avoid 

such business, -i believe, a?icj it will be just grand sitting 
doWii t „ i. hine that doesn t threaten every minute or two 
about chjSMjJUi up the p^per. 


ailed today 

her niece's husband who does something 
in film manufacturing has been in VanFran ci sc o 
recently where p eparations are going forward in 
turning out a» nlbert Mitohaock picture bout b irds, whether 
this has to clow ith tlic migrations or what, I don't know but 
from what .Carmen reported, it scimds as though the 
work is somewhat elaborate and p haft the picture will 
be interesting. I shall give you more particulars 
when I hear more. 


with her'Usual fund of chit-chat. 


1 am holding the thought that the last wintry 
hi ist of freezing accourtrements may have passed for 
theChine se magnolias are all beginning to put out 
lovely blosso,ms at the very tops of the trees and 
as the warm weather continues, the spread of color w.ll move 
downward as the blossomscenuinue unfolding . The 
new ones recently set out at Crhana seem to i e 
unfolding some tiny green leaves and the 

bushes of ''Jiiu.e.a.C ho neysuckle are already receiving visitations 
from bees who are certainly losing no time getting the 
stores of honey replenished. I shall leave the 
envelope of this letter open and, in the morning, shall 
tuck in a stem from the*hin^se N 

.honeysuckle . I hope the perfume 

doesn t evaporate before reaching youfpr I should like 
to share its pungent aroma with you. It reminds 
me a little o£. camphor or some such, more spicey 
than sweet, bWt withall quite pleasant, it 
seems to me. 


■ I am going to read a little tonight before foldi.g. 

I Wave run through Swan In Lope evaiy night since its arrival 




0 end, bljessing little 
tMVOalPfcfXided' me with so 



Thursday, February 8th, 1962. 
Memorandum : 

Fair and warm, in face of the prediction 
rain. *■'hreveport not it but-we escaped • 


The job 
finished for 
disked today 
well churned 
two or three 


of trimming the crepe myrtles is n bout 
which 1 am thankful. ■‘■he Ghana garden was 

and with the s\'.rface of that garden 
up and another re great performance in 
weeks, I can begin to consider what 


my 


will be planted there before long. 

• V 

One of these days I shall have to jive some attention 
o the pavement of the front gallery of lucca. I 
thought the armadillo population had moved somewhere 
’else h t the other day 1 discovered they had tunneled 
across the space under the bricks which caved in under 
step a.id a day or two ago I found cP other tunnel 
that runs right under one of the big armoirs. I shall 
h oe to the up the brick, fill in the tunnels 
and replace the 'ricks. ut before undertaking 
that chore, I must find some place where I can 
persuade a couple of h n nties totransfer their operations of 
hatching out two or three dozen eggs on which 
■they are currently parked atop the aforesaid armoir. “nd 
getting them satisfied will represent one undertaking 
less arduous physically ut even more socially, and 
I with the arm dillo population would all die hut not 
under this house. 


I guess it was last week's Enterprise that 
carried an ccou.it, --perhaps it was this week’s, 
of a couple of Cloutierville residents, _ gentleman 
n a med McCoy and a lady named Rachel, being sent to 
prison on a three year stretch because 

they had broken a probation order hanging over their heads 

denying them the right to live together, j 

don't know either of them but 1 know some of Mrs. Rachels ' 

relatives and while they all accept it as patent that they 

have c: lored blood, all of theRachels I know are fully 

as white in appearance, if not more so, than all the 

white people I know • There is no doubt in 

my mind that if -nybody had the money to take the case to 
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Friday, February 9th, 1962 


Memorandum 


Sunny and wqrm, Snowy pear blossoms 
began unfolding and by noon most of the 

Ch inese magnolias were c -drip with color half way 
down from their crown. 

At coffee T learned Sister had telephoned last 
night to say she wanted to haul some dental work done and 
thought it would he nice to stay here while that was 
be in done. She dramatically announced that after John 
had disap re ared for two weeks, he had turned up at 
Madison,IHsconin where he had ma riculated in the 
University there . Any statement from that quarter 
Acs to be loaded with excitement _•nd I recall Doot 3 ie 
mentioned at table when here a couple of weeks '' c ck that 
wohn was planning to attend another university, 

around 10:60 this morning, 1 noticed four ladies 
coming thr ugh the front gate. They turned out to 
be 3t,-‘ rai cisville numbers, including a daughter 
of the Frank Percy's tribe'of Greenwood, hey were 
join to Natchitoches for luncheon nd had stopped off 
here 'eccuse they wanted to stop off here. 

They were very pleasant but I hud little time to devote 
to t hem but they seemed to enjoy themselves, x hey 
said the Houston, exas, Underwoods were doing 
a magnificient job i t restoring Rosedown, 1 hey 
said the pillarg are still standing at Greenwood 
and that was, a out C 11 T learned from them although, had 
I novbeen preseed for time, I might 

h ue learned a few things about other points of interest, 

James called around 2, He said they 
had moved into the house and suggested I come up 
to see the place, I don’t know why 1 didn’t 
want to spend, cn evening t ere b t j didn’t and explained, 
when he said he would, t e down about 4 to pick me up 
that I wished he would make it either earlier or later as I 
had a six o’clock apopointment- which I did not. He said 


e yearv 


2 thought 


“1 
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he would make it hy 3:30 and get me ’: a ck by 6. I 
accordingly jumped into aome work directing helpers in 
the tree trimming business, covering the hours 1 w uld be 
a u cy, and then yanked of/ my whiskers and crawled 
into a tub with a view to donning some fresh raiment, 
but just as the soapsuds were getting into the billowing 
state, my phone rang and it was James, saying he had had to 
changesx his pi ns and come down earlier, I said that 
was fine and he go here a hout 3:45 and remained for on hour, 

'.the fiends, according to the store, had. had the lights 
a t the camp cut off and. so Fames ent to theitore 
end asked the clerk to have them turns on again, this 
time in his name, lie called me a'out 7 
tonight to saU /tGC - gone 'y the camp and 
of cc • rse, as the finds had not left the k 

ile said he wasn't sureabout having the ligh 
since he noticed inside that when the Rands 
the electric fans, they had. left the wires 
and exposed and that for avoiding a fire, i 
to h c ve an electrician check on them before 
the light current, requesting me to advise the 
clerk accordingly so that the H. if. A, lineman 
might be staved off until an electrician could examine 
the state of things, It certainly seems odd 

that on Is ving tlie camp, Horace Rand or whoever was the last 
person there didn t drop by the store and leave a key, 

Kiy and 1, S, •'illo.rd go to the movies tomorrow a fternoon, 
Something was 3uiu O bout me coming to town but I begged off, 
suggesting Kay and 'fames pass this way onSunday afternoon 
to see the magnolias, hinting that I might he persuaded to 
return to town with them afterward, I am sure 
the normal thing would be for me to want to go to town to see 
their new rent house but I c .m definitely on the 
sub-normal side hut I reckon it's going to he difficult 
to convey the tfxought that I prefer "staying put", 

.i .y I discovered two b a nties, m r king use of 
the fine house Emmett and^rwin disdain, h c djointled 
deposited 36 eggs within but how which h c nty knows 
her own eggs, pretty generously scattered about, I wouldn't 
have a n V idea . 



Sunday, February 11th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 


F c ir and cool nd lovely. 

* 

The Chinese magnrliy.s r nue h ft 


tm 


h- 


ll * 


r o 


he 


‘ ?■ 

k - 

ju 


mg 


A t . 


'» r n . t 

like tt} drop in at Fucca for a little visit, if 
j. didn t, chance to be busy. He remained until 
dark and we had such a pleasant little cover 
no end of tom settlement points of interest. 


on 


Re asked if he and Kay might erne down 
theS-hbat afternoon with a 



— _ — — - — j view to pic king me 

U P» after an examine Hon 1 y K c y of the Magnolias, 
and taking me to town to - ’ 


tee 


the new domicile, I 
evening time loss 
"9 


agreed 

since 


although I be-grudyed the Sundy 
I lean heavily on Sunday evening broadcasts 
to keep me freast with world doings. 

Fairly early this morning Hat c lie called to ask 
l J ny d a y was all taken up, "Sort of', was my 
response, ahe said she wanted to submit a couple 
of manuscripts to some, sort of c thing in Lafayette, 
BqtcnRcu^.e or some plu.ee, and would be so a pprec iative 
if 1 could run through them with her this < fternoon, 

I suggested she c. me at 1 o'clock and perhaps we could 
ctfSCaroo through them before 
tue registers arrived, 

ft 

On hanging up, I turned b a ck for another call, — 
from uarshall, of all places. L he“scket apprantly didn't 
h u ve a nythmg in particular to say although ± assume 
there may have been something I didn t notice 
particularly. She did mention having set out three 
'ireAS . the . ather d u and h 



the 









passed 
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She said she had passed by -dodges hardens yesterday and undersi 
Mr. hedge had keen unwell and had lost much weight, 
was surprised because I had never though of him as 
having any weight to s lose. I promised to 
write me a Hody note She qaid 01 a Mae was fine 
but terribly bv.3y. I wasn t surprised, since I had 
not heard from her in almost two years, She Rocket said 
“unt"illie had written her that theRegisters had moved 
to town. • l heR.cket asked me how I thought they would 
feel if she dropped them a letter. I told 
her I thought they would feel surprised whereupon we 
both laughed 1 guess that was about all there was 
to the c onversation and I still am wondering why 
she bothered to call. 

As I hung .up on this second call, 1 turned 
hack to pick up the receiver on a third 
in-coming call. It was Mildred Cunningham, saying 
she and Peyton would love to come down to see the 
magnolias this afternoon as Celeste had told her yesterday 
they ought to make it real soon although Celeste 
would be at Hodges G irdens but she felt, sure £ wo uld■*'+— % 
be home. I certainly would, trying 
to lend Hatalie a hand. Mildred said her Alexnadria 
daughter anji.hu8bend with 16 guests were spending 
today, at the Hertsog island camp, down by Magnolia 
and Wanted to meet Mildred and Peyton here., 

7ith the Cunninghams, this would total a 'out SO which 
isn t too helpful when one is trying to concentrate 
on a manuscript before the R-itgis-ters were 
scheduled to appear. Ho many 
people are so courteous about wanting to come 
at a ny time when it will not inconvenience you 
unless your conveniences should not co-incide with 
theirs when they will he glad to come anyway since 
they simply can t appear at a ny other time than when 
convenient for them. 


I suppose one would feel himself forsaken if 
people didn't want to g a ng up on a Sabbath afternoon but the m 
of being ..lone for a few hours would, it seems to me, be ref¬ 
reshing. 



Monday, February 12th, 1962. 


Memorandam- 

Pure summer, the sky cloudless, the thermometer 
in the 80's and the majority of the Chinese magnolias 
in full flower. The heat wave will continue for the next 
severql days, it is said. 

At he coffee hour this morning, mine hostess 
spoke of her afternoon at Hodges Gardens. The cold had 
knocked out most of the flowers, the Chinese magnolias 
looked tawdry and there were might few camellia's, but 
tnere were nice things in the conse vatories. I must 
inquire c bout one point she didn’t mention, the new mo\tel 
being built there. It \s said it isn t completed 
yet but is booked up through master when it is finished. 

She did see Mr. and Mrs. Hodges and found Mr. 

Hodges looking terribly thin. They invited her over to the 
island mansion hut she 'declined, having several 
guests with her.. She in turn invited the dodges to come 
ver here to see the magnolias and they tentatively 
accepted. Mien they come, of course, it is I who 
will do the entertaining and I forwarded a 
letter this morning to Mr. and Mrs. Hodges, saying 
I would advise them when the magnolias appeared 
at their best, —liopin to stave them off, and saying that 
should I get over into the Many area with, theRegisters, I 
would 'phone them. I have no 

desire to eiioejrtain the Hodges when and if, as has keen 

rumored, Sister honors us with a prolonged 

visit. 


v/ — I -- V* • -w • 

secretar , , hanged up in an auto wreck yesterdc y, is 
being released from the hospital on the 
morrow, Mark, son of ‘/ill Rodgers, 

was alone in Uis car around 10 esterday morning a mile or two 

below the spillway when the car left the r eadon a curve, 

turned over three times, throwing out Mark on 

the third turnover and crushing the car into 

kindling. I believe a couple of wheels and 

the engire removed and the rest cast onto a junk heap. 

I must say ark was ick it was the car and not himself 
who landed Lhere . 
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Tuesday, February 15th, 1962. 


I think 1 did not mentioned anything 
in particular about the, Register rent house in yesterday ' s 
memo, iVeil, there isn t very much to 
mention a< out it. It's a small, ranch type 
house which houses most of the things from 
t tUe Ra ->nRouye apartment Alivtng room and a bedroom 
occupy the le gth of the house on the side facing 
the street. A hall in the middle of the house runs the 
length of the building, paralleling the 

street and the lining room and bedroom. On the opposite 

side of the hall giving a w a y from the 

street, are a kitchen, a bathroom, a small office 

for each member of the two member household, and 

perhaps a small bedroom. It seems 

compact and quite small to me. ■‘■here are a couple 

of nice cabinets, brought from Bat oniiouge, 

somecontemporary, plain sofas and chairs, a couple 

of pretty statuettes and that about does it. 

As I understand it, there's a lot of furniture in warehouses 
somewhere and suppose when a new house it built, it 
will be constructed to house such treasures, oil painittngs and 
so on, although, so far as James is concerned, 

I think he would be quite contented to let the 
present set-up serve permanently. If I could, 
as they can, h a ue what I wanted, I couldn't imagine such a' 
home but, obviously, as has been remarked- before, 

there is no i ccounting for taste • 



This sheet just got stuck and -t had to remove it but 
for once it didn t get torn on the. sides. May 
the repuir ma$i turn up soon . 


Memorandum: 

Contiuing pure summer. 




The Chinese magnolia rug patterns beneath the trees 
increases in c ire..m^ erences and the nap of pearly oetals 
grows greater m depth. Mow is the time 
jor the Ho Iges to make their appearance but I'm hoping 
they don t, — I h^ve so m r ny things I .went to 
do besides chit-chatting. 


James called last night. I had called the 
house earlier ,,nd balked with K.y bu she w s complaining 
cfp a in in her hip and I didn't a »k her a bout her 
husband. Then he called me, I gathered she had 
munitioned that I had called. He said the anti- 
p a in pills she had taken Sunday night had m--de her 
9 r °‘J9V most of the day c.nd that she had folded up 
right after supper last night r nd was lost in dreamland . 


How that six months or more have elapsed since 
her ope ation, I should suppose the hip o a in. 
might h c ve been expected to have vanished before this 
late/d a tc. Possibly there is a nerve business that 
occasions her discomfiture and pain . That she should 
Soil! be on crutches, too, suggests her recovery is going 
to be a mighty long one. 

, lle s - id they bad gone to town in the morning and found a 
walnut corner cupboard they both liked and that 
it had been delivered to their house almost before they 
got home. 1 hope such little 
excursions provide her with a measure of 
diversion. Sooner or later she will get to know 
the lady !oc tor and one hopes an emphasis on 
the mental treatment may benefit the‘ n rves. 


James is going .head with doing the camp 
ever, putting in windows, Venetian blinds, air conditioning 
the wing and so on. I think he loves 

preparing it for Iter us a place where he hooes she can 
tfnStli r Sa'l spring Ire ks through. For 

ssmxti'ir 

J P ys l0all V to get cboiit , 
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Carmen called me this morning to say that 
a couple of organizations in town have decided to 
send the Natchitoches Christmas Festival Queen to 
Washington, ii.C. to parti :i pate in the MardiGras Dali 
held at theSheraton-Park on March 3rd. Just 
what Carmen's role in the hejira may be isn't clear to 
me. Perh a ps she will serve as the young lady's escort or 
dragon or duenna or some such. Be that as it may, Carmen, 
who has never been, on the Cast Coast 3eems entranced at the 
prospect u;sd I, for one, am not prepared to 
say if fatchitoches will get more benefit by way of 
publicity out of the jaunt than the participants 
will get fun., '1‘his must be bout the "time 
theD. IS, A. folks will be in Atlantic City but that pow-wow 
falls into the junket category, too, and so 
I reckon both the Washington and the Atlantic City 
fandango will be about as beneficial to 
nobody as the other. 

^ A. Valentine came to hand today from Patty 
Jegleau a nd on it she penned a line, asking 
me if I received a Christmas gift from 
her direction this past holiday season. 

I shall respond tonight, admitting receipt of 
the gift, at the same time expressing my delight at 
having her address, as carried on theVeitcntine 
envelope, so that 1 might acknowledge 
the aforesaid C'hr.istmas gift since it hailed from 
a store giving »o indication of patty's 
street number which, I c m reminded by the Valentine, 
is 44Z8 Carondolet. From the 

Segleau inquiry, 1 take it the- little rememberence 
I sent Patty by D n ve Dugan two or three weeks back hasn't 
as yet reached its destination although, naturally, 1 did 
not refer to same. 


I didn't 
this morning, 
day which I always like 
J. U. will dine with us 
a nd I always like that 


see my 9 o'clock coffee companion 
what with today being Country Club 
because that means" 
at the big house 
Somebody said that 
the mornmg at the 


Juanita A. was spelling 

hospital but the operation must have been 
minor since she expected to return home this 

,Ma 

■cky on this 


oi.c uca uo re uurn name vim 

«.**"*• 

... everybody See ms lucky 


evening , 


Wednesday, February 14th, 1962. 



Memorandum: 


Fair a nd continued summery. 1.don ' t s upposc 

it has been so long since the last r a in but the ground 

appears mighty dry and the present cloudless days and mild 

but constant breezes tend to produce the same effect 

any heat wave brings forth. Tonight the 

sky is flooded with moonbeams and twilight seems to 

h ve continued even though the hour indicates it is 

re lly night. 

I was enchanted this morning when the postman 
handed me a Valentine from Lyme. I haven't 
re<\d its message as yet but I have loved the lovely 
card with the nice plump red heart within the tinseled 
outer heart and I h r .ve it here before me and shell 
pursue the text on the morrow, if and when, it 
turns out that tomorrow wasn't „uitc so busy and that 
things dovetail a Little more neatly in the 
secretarial department. In the mean time, 

I feel the talisman of companionship today's greeting 
has brought and so it s Valentine's D a y regardless and 


'cl/ regal 
over again. 


tomcrrvwwill be Valentine's Day all 

I didqmite a lot of gardening of the rougher 
sort todwj, digging stuff difficult to dig and 
generally tearing up things like a beaver tears 
things down in building a dam. 

Doreatha, the cook, had to spend today in 
Shreveport for her annual check-up at the hospital and 
so we dined across the fence where everything seemed pretty ltvel\ 
in view of dl the enthusiasms for having thehouse done over, etc. 





\ 
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One always keeps dinner a nd supper & p ointments on the dot 
across the fence and so I was distressed when headinq for 5:30 

supper to encounter a visitor, — James, _ 

who had spent the fternoen at the camp, it seems, stopping 
by fvcca on his w a y home.' He remained until dark, knocking 
o t secretarial assistance and gumming up my news hour but 
1 Can catch the news, in limited ^S-orm at 10 
o clock, and the mc.il bn the morrow. 

:ie i3 having quite a time with his spring program at home, 
w.iat with la Storm having persuadede X y to come 
to spend a few weeks with her around the middle of March. It 
18 said Irma and parley are driving to MewYork about that time 

a ,' 5, a? 0 ?, pick up Ka, l ld s ° Proceed to Manhattan 

Jl a the Bluff. I believe oames protested with 
some vehemence about the whole thing, pointing out 
to Kay that she is in no condition to be making such trip 3 in t he 
firs,, place, frowning on such jaunts b ; auto and 
pointing out that it is Kay who needs fir t considi 
in recuperation before'bouncing all over the map. 
think he is so right. My guess is that K a y should * 
not have to be taking a nti-p a in pillq with the frequency 
she does and I a m hoping she may have 

a session with the lady doctor before she undertakes any 
more SouthCaroline trips. I shjl try to 
nit a couple of fleas in the lady doctor's ear before her 
new patient congers with her. If I can provide a 
somewhat objective sketch of the situation before she 
contacts the patient, the picture thus presented might 
be helpful, I hope, all around. 

YorZlS 1 !?IV a + m qUit J SUre • 1 Uink is urong in 

forever hot footing it for thebluff where 

certainly isn t needed and where, with every visit, her 
own health sags consider bly. ' 

h-di *«.r •? a ] ker advi8ed ^e yesterday that Margaret Dixon, 
zdi.or oj thebctonJicuge Morning Advocate, wants to 
come up to Natchitoches on Marchlbth 
a Saturday, I believe, stopping f off here 

tUence ou “dlkers where a 

reception that night will be given for her. J 

^ i nd h t M n r o 9 w* WeUld be Satis S ied with her afternoon interview 
a-., yus let me escapse the reception in town. Well . 
we shall see. ~nd again my thanks for a hppy Valentine's Day. 


■Thursday, February 15th, 2962. 


Memorandum: 

thunder storms between 4 and 8 this morning and this 
afternoon between 4 and 7, followed hy clearing skies 
and a dab of moderate coolness. The Feather Bureau predicts 
grom 6 to 1 0 degrees tempe ratures fsr the next 30 
d^ays, taking us into the middle of March when, 

- s ' l PP°se, J. Frost will make another round to harvest 
tie tender green things putting out between now and then. 

ft 

■ L han ks to this morning '3 post, I h~d 
a de1teT ' to a d 'd to my Valentine and it goes without s aying 
the s entiments expressed in both provide me with 
no end of pl c isir. 

/ was sorry bout the misadventure on the highway 
w-.ich was certainly the 1 rong pl .ee under too adverse 
t ermemeter readings for such husimes.ss. Little Mi ss Lee 
wasso wise in following up the episode with a good stiff 
shot of % fire water and I a m so glad that it apparently 
turned the trick by st a ving off a cold. 

v It goes without saying Lest a n was delighted 
to learn that the suggestion r egarding early summer 
memocanda meets with little Miss Lee's approval. 

If she has ide^s as to how the matter might 

be handled to better advantage, I have no^dov.'t 

she will m„ke them between now and then. In view 

•f *he usual pressures beginning to exert themselves on 

little Miss ^ee when late summer and early 

autumn appreaches, I can readily understand 

if such a batch of s tuff might prove a little 

toe much and a preference were felt for a compression 

of daily notations to something like weekly summations, 

thut could he managed alright from this point, —or any 

way other than that originally suggested. 
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Friday, February 16th, 1968, 




The day's post brought two or thre other 
communic^ti : ;is from thither and yon. I shall 
enclose a couple to keep-you abreast with things even though 
there is nothing of particular interest in any of them. 

1 sh G ll write the boy friend, saying. 1 shell be able to 
h r gje the painting crated by a local carpenter and 
forwarded o Hew Orleans for the diplomatic pouch, 

1 haven't the slightest doubt the picture in question 
is among the tresors here alt ho-.gh I remember 
the one he describes only from where 

I last saw it in the 60 th or 61st Street apartment. As 

pictures go, if memory serves, it never did anything in 

Particular for me but 1 recall how fond he was of it. When 

all his household tilings came here, they arrived in one 

great big box, — 1 guess the biggest 

box l ever saw. To be put under a roof, the 

box had to be opened and the things removed, I 

never did rejnoue the cardboard coverings from the 

pictures t J suppose i shdl 1 have to do so to 

determine if 1 am forwarding the propoer one for, 

as 1 recall, there are several. This seems to 

be the one object f his furniahshings which he sets 

highest st re bye and 1 shall be the happier 

to h ve it b a ck under his wing, I shall 

be the h. ppier just in realising that 

it is once more where it should be, —in the 

hands of the owner for whom it means something. 


The note from Mrs,Spinks still beurs 
the faint aroma of the little pound cake that it accompsnied, 

I m glad she liked the "tapestry" which I sent t he family 

last v .ri stmas time, one of the artist's creations de cut of 

patchw.rk guilt pieces which the artist had 

m,:de for somebody or other who rejected it and which 

I w.s glad to obtain for theSpinks who seem to like primitive 

creat ions, 


It has een such a h-ppy Valentine's season, thanks 
Miss Lee and may G,Washington s natal 
■Day be a happy one in Lyme,,, . 


to littli 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy until sundown, followed by clearing and 
a nice fat moon, and somewhat cooler. 

At coffee, 1 learned J, H, seems far from well, 
that he finally took a sleeping pill at 8 this morning 
and, although he got trite plantation going before 
breakfast, he returned to his downy couch 
after breakfast a nd lie rested again after mid¬ 
day dinner. I saw him at supper and I though he 
see Tied more relaxed and I thought he ate well. 

But he ~ppi rantly had rested some this Afternoon since 
he vo'lonteered the thought that this week's 
column about Substitute FtrSwan was a good one. 

After bx coffee uli en I had returned to 
Inccc, my former secretary, Mark Rogers, dropped 
in to see me, his head . encased in white b a ndages. I 
was naturally glad to see that he is progressing 
so speedily from hus auto wreck of last 
Sunday. He returns to the hospital on Monday 
for new dressings, 

With ‘\,g n htu and Smith Pe a ce to give me 
a hand, I got a lot of trellis work, done and some * 9 

s>' ; a’s and en,ds in the u liana section. I am booing to 
rounj up seme, workers to take up and put down the 
front g-Ilery pavement at Yucca next week. The armadillo 
tunneling leneath the . brick has certainly 
made _ mare's nest of that section. 


A 'll lady b r nties seem might busy, parking on eggs these 

d~ys so that I seldom see them except c t breakfast 
a nd supper ti ie. The roosters must remove themselves to 
stand guard over the hens most of the time for I seldom 
see them except at me^.'l time. It has 
become quite a ceremony when I observe them assembled 
for their supper of cracked c rn, for 11 remain patiently 
quiet until I call to the little black hen 
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setting on 25 eggs r .top one of the armoirs, or she 
a lw ijs awaits my call before descending to join the 
others on the greensward, All h a nties"present 
keep any eye cocked in her direction, knowing perfectly 
well she will he putting in an appearance sh rtly but 
never do they fail, when she .finally sails down from on 
high, to scream and make all kinds of racket as 
though nothing like the performance had ever 
happened before, whereupon they all fall to eating 
with gusto, I ocl 1, —for what reason 1 know not, 
the little b'l a ck hen Mrs, Murg a troid, which, I suppose, 

- m a y have been' some minor character in s erne English 
novel I mj.y once have read but h G ve long since forgotten, 

Be that as it may, Mrs, Murg c troid indulges twice a day 
in her grand entrance and then, c bout five or ten minutes 
later, hops up on the little table on the 
, 9 r 21 ery by the boudoir door and thence up to the 

top of the armoir to resume her vigil atop this vantaj 
poin.twh.ere her eggs will eventually hatch. And when 
the iddies come out of their shells and Mrs. Murgatroid 
has them on the ground, 1 shdL 1 miss this morning and 
evening charade she and her feathered associates are want 
to put on, and, 1 suspect, they are going to miss 
the fun, too, 
interruption,... 

James just called . He i3 bringing a negro 
V** carpenter, provided by the lu mber yard, in town, to 

do some wo.rk at the camp tomorrow, I 
love the carpenter ’s name : — B, C, Utah, It w 11 be 
comforting, shoul it start raining, to realise we have 
an authentic Ho ah h c ndy, 

> 

I, S,'Hllrd called just as J : mes a nd I 
hung up, Sven as 1, so she be-moans Aunf'illie's 
tricks to drag Kay b a ck to South Carolina when 
it is obvious K c y needs cuiet andattent on 
mtr than unt Jillie and especially as the 
latter has plenty of serve,its, nurses and so on 
to id her in carrying out her whims, chief of which 
seems to be to keep &aychas mg b r .ck and forth from here to there 

At supp r I learned Sister is having .22 her teeth 
extricted and will come here Wednesday for a visit, 

next Week Utld mere promise of peace for Lyme . 


Sunday, February 18th, 2962. 


Memorandum: 


8 


Cloudy and cooler with a half inch of rain over 
the weekend, . 

It was a pleasant w cekend hut one which left me a 
little disappointed over programs lost, 

_I was indebted to little Miss Lee the other day 
for letting me know that Invitation to l earningms 
go'.ng to fern, ure the henry Adorns Ed action und I wantadto 
hear it ever so much, I usually am able, — no. football 
or basket or 'iasej-c.ll programs intervening or appropriating 
the 'roc. lccS'ts, either over a Dallas station on Saturday at 
or ove/\Uemphis on Sunday night,, I missed 'oth because 
of the presence of a guest whom ff enjoyed but should 
happier, had I been able to pluck off the h dms kusi» 

and sandw iched the other in between, 

xj mes spent Saturday at V,e camp, bringing two 
carpenters with hjm and, he seemed delighted 
with t.he .amount of work tyiey accomplished, L he f ther 
and son combination in the wood working section o ; ve rated 
jus o like clockwork, he said and he came over 
• •ttf 2:00 jo 
su id they had 

would like to examine the type of work done in the 
coloni 1 period, I told him to bring them ouer for 
c toir when they were finished which he s.iid would be 
8:30, As nobody had appeared by 6:30, 
i concluded the pressure of business had kept everyone employed 
until dark and what with the threat tfnain, 1 assumed they 
had returned to t own and so I prepared myself a big glass 
of crushed ice and a coke, kicked, off my shoes and 
generally prepared for a session with the 

uifeeij futobheranrutshitigc theowiwoli I dropped 



have a sandwich and said both workmen 
never . seen the old buildings on Melrose 


and 


about 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #V\~ 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


il. 


11631 


It wa,s ^ames, scying the carpenters had returned to toion hut he had 
aorne oner to say Howdy, He was in no hurry end Jst after he had 
left, the 'phone rang, — I, S,Willard calling 

on behalf of Kay who wondered if a c m.es had got lost but, fortunately, bef 
I, 3 . "illard got the problem stated, she in¬ 
terjected to report that James had just arrived at home. 

This morning was a busy one, several plantation people 
whom - had known of o'l who had taken up residences other place, 
dropped in from time to time t-. say Howdy, --Y. ~C. fremShreveport, 
s me f Iks from Houston and so on. Blythe cal led in the middle of things 
t ■' thank me for a letter I had sent about Hand possessions 
at the camp t nd to sports that although she hud hoped to 
come up this ufernoon, people had 'phonedthei were going to drop in on he, 
and tlu t she would come one day during the week. 


A little After 11, 1 took off my long beard, expecting 
to ash across the fence for 22:30 dinner but before I got 
my shirto , people appeared on the gallery, —theXecket and two Marshall 
friends, tr veling from Hew Orle ns to J arsh c dl. I told them I 
could, allot them 21 minutes xxhich ± did, for I r caliaed it wasn't the cha 
personality but a desire to see the old build ing that brought them, 
to Carolyn about a point in my last Sunday l-etter but she, 
te, had not received it. , 



tlma called in the midst of that session, s ying she an John wall te 
tc a colored wedding, —their servent, at 3 and that they would like 
come down at 4 if it didn t sprinkle. 'Jell, it did sprinkle. 

<tnd then J a mes appj:~rcd about 3:30, said Kay and I. 3. Jillfxrd 

would be spending the afternoon together and he had come to thee amp, ,<e 

traveled to town at 5:30 a;id dined and he sc id nothing 

flout picking up the girls und so we returned here and he remained 

untio sometime between 8 :30 and 9 and Mr. Ad c ms' 

program got away j rom me again, I hold the thought that Kay 

doesn t git .jealous of the camp which I think she certainly will if her 

husband can t m,ke Better hours so far as the family hearth is 

concerned. , 

< Carmen tells me Edith PorteHgoes o?i a counducted tour of 
’•■ r bps ill mid '•pri 'l, r turning in aune, covering everything 
from Ireland tolfome, traveling by boat across the ececr\and 
it sounds tiresome to me........ 
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Monday, February 19th, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

i > ^ • 6 

Fair and cool. 

I guess 1 had better do a column on 
my neighbors hogs. Lrban readers will probably 
I l,id such a subject dull enough but rural readers 
’lay find an-expressi on of at least one of their own 
difficulties, this particular one seeming to he accuenated 
every spring and autumn. I had difficulties 
in the marauding porker department on Saturday, 
the. same ones on Sunday and this morning at dawning 
I found the same culprits rooting up things along 
ine front gallery. Thrice have we summoned 
the owner but J. d. has asked me to advise the 
store if the same problem crops up again when 
the he-vy artillery will.be brought into play. 

'rs. Valker called to report on 
their weekend jaunt through St .Fran cisville and 
Clinton over the weekend. Oakley, the 
Audubon museum, was closed when they Arrived 
Saturday evening but it was still e arly enough to 
observe a fine pair of peacocks doing the ir^ stuff 
thc . garden. In Clinton, the old 
b a nk which Lyle once came withinin an inch of 
buying and restoring is now being put back in 
order by some Clinton group and it appears a fine 
jor is being dene. It is a&rcck temple type of 
building, dating from the 1850's, I believe, and I'm 
glad ii is being restored. . heJalkers 
encountered a h a il 3torm between Alexandria and Boyce 
on their way home lust night. It w^s of sufficient 
intensity te compell them to pull off to the side of 
the road until it .had played itself out. 
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1 shouldn t have been surprised this afternoon when 

TVl\ P ?Z red ' s law “ er /”« ?r,nkltn, l”"was 
h»u+ Ul - f C tD 7 n Up to ■ ,latcUite ches. today to sea so uthing 
about income tax and I had assumed James might not 
get down this w^y but I w^s wrong, tie asked me 

{./ °+lV l 7 ? ll1 f e to J ee how ilte camp was progressing 
l\ d * cturally, * said I would. 1 c m astonished by 

I thilk U t VM ac + hi * ued j; « ‘We 00 -round 1 a st Saturday 
1 ohink i t is going to ’e quite pleasant a nd it 

orjiously is providing him with a lot of pleasure in 
thus haying something to do. 

lie said the girls were still chatting when he 
reached home last night. Irma agreed with Kay when 

confide^ tm 3 ld d ^ bee " * alkiu 9 about him and he 
confide, to them than he and I had spent the a fternoon 

exclusively taking them apart. I a m so gl a d 1 

IT l llard h 3 been m town for this weekend for 

and it nrVi i?®* have no end of things to chatter about 
and it probably affords.them both no end of entertainment. 

... J. 9ot h * ck Yucca about 4 at the .same t ime some workmen 
and an overseer attacked the front gallery of Yucca where t, J 
n imals had tunnelled under the bricks. Th e b r i c k s were 

up a.id where the valley had existed before, they created 
mild mountain u: nl put the bricks back. It is a * C1eated 

t°th J or. uUer l st3 *« v^y little and will provide me 

£Maci ,, :i:5:;:. u "? <0n 


a 

have 


my 


At supper tonight, 


.. - . a» ti. mentioned, in re so - '+ -> 

question, on the R.E. A. Jaunt a week from Saturday, 
is sen . mg Celeste b, trui,n with the " • - • 


7 il l J *rui,n with the other travelers nd h* , 

he 11 ilu' k ^i air t' ° r perU - ps he mistaken for I cannot ■ die’ 
he isn t heading out until March 3rd. Yell, we shall see... 


Perhaps he 
will 
eve 


Tuesday, February 80th, 1968. 


Mem rand urni 

Cloudy with sprinkles tonight .and more promised for 
cue mo rrrw. J 

wis er had announced she would arrive tomorrow-hut 
got here t day. She brought a cake she had had b ked and 
dec. rated m commemorution of Celeste's and J. S.'s wedding 
anniversary. There are s. id to be two rings on the cake and 
the legend reads, of .all -hinge , 

Happy Birt day. 

°he announced at supper tonight that she had invited 
J a n s wife down for dinner to .or-o* ! *i ne f , ing . 


i - 


S’ v . v/njf 

s t-s • t-.g. J. I , 

* ’> S* ’> • C ■ >„ 

tu VLWruents here might have somehow been expected '‘to 
mirtdie through. 


k r 


ji 


l * K 9 9 »« > •, 

- ' • - * f *$ « - 

* • a (*? ■ • < “• £ ; 

i t J. een off hand that 


d * for one, am enchained at the prospects for rain on the morrow. 

*V**lf, 1 had a f. rly busy day, -- things and people. 
..round 1:30, while busy with a secretary, 1 wa interrupted 
by a phone r cull. It was from Kay. she asked me i f I 
would ask ^"iss to call her when he p-.ssed this wa \ I didn't 
know o .es had bean at the camp all morning. Kay said she 
had been so ti t3y with her tax accounts and that .her lawyer 
.T. brumby, had not been able to get upfrom 
Franklin tec, use of a cold. 
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Wednesday, February 81st, 1968, 


Janes a pear shortly and I dismissed the secretary 
a'-' 1 chatted with him a ter lie had called Kay, - L he 

latter, it seems, had misplaced her keys an thought Janes 
could revive her memory, de si c .d she had round then immediately 
after having c lied me, 

I, S, 'Jill, rd ailed late last night, Hhe remarked that she 
h z d mentioned to Kay yesterday that she thought she would 
be going to Shreveport in a day or two on business end Kay 
said she would like to drive with her, being, a s so many women are 
said to be, "without a thing to wear", I believe I, 8.Dillard 
tended to shy aw a y /ravish opp ing companionship on d Gi , s devoted to 
'us ness. In he matter f going to the Bluff, she said 
s/ie had opined to Kay that she thought the trip rather too strenuous 
for her but A ay explained Aunt a illie wanted to give rs, 

Cr • ''.tree a little vacation, I, 3, ■/. asked if it would he 
easier all a round if a companion or nurse of Charleston 
spent the time with Aunt' 1 illie hut Kay explained *unt u illie didn't 
want it handled that way, ummmmmmmmm, 


Although the thermometer readings -re m derate, — j^Luctuatiny 
'etween midnight and midday from the 40's to the 70's, vegetation 
yrt'us right along G s though unmindful of the cool nights 
Ihe Chinese magnolias arc pitting out their leaves and 
“he milky-white ribbon grass has already climbed 6 or 8 
inches from the rich brown earth. More people, in the 
read in another sign and. among those honoring me with a visit 
today ie,re Lhe artist and ily Balthasar who were especially 
interested in doings in the bassec our where Kay ’ sicovered 
8 duck eggs, much to her delight, I have the 
spading in the gourd garden going pretty well but I shall not 
egret a suspension of he work .on the morrow if the rain 
will only tend to keep people from circulating, 

1 am glad John Glen got around the world three times safely 
and 1 haven t a doubt he is of the same fr. me of mind 
a bout the matter tonight, Smile,, .. 


emu rand urn: 

9 

Cloudy and war 
going on tonight. 


with a fine thunder term 


11 this morning 



A 'phone call from A, S,Willard 
indicated there would be a coffee hour a t 
for lay at the home of I, S, Dillard. I 
thought that was nice. 

At 11 this morning, James called, 

I asked after his good health and opined that 
Kay was currently at coffee but it turned out she wasn't 
a .ic that the coffee isn t scheduled until tomorrow at 11 , — 

mm'mm ‘"i" ‘® ur ^ being of scant account, 

" the I, S,W, calendar, 

ing me and I opined any time 
e fine if he would just let 
lent would he best, He 
'« it right after 12 o'clock 
.. -• ■ yioi.yvj-y jt 4-15, >•ith no pressing 

work schedule, he probably hasn t the vaguest notion as 
to the importance to me in arranging the work of my helpers 
to clear decks either before or after his visits. 

Immediately on his departure , a secretary showed up and 
so j nad the pleasure of communing with little Hiss 
Lee before supper time, I must say it is 
heartening that a letter, penned in Lyme on Monday, 
can re a ch its destination just as fast a s one 
written in Natchitoches on the s ame date. 1 suppose 
the mathematical equation would read something like 
25 miles is to 1,500 miles as something is 
to something else, 

I was so glad to learn that the early Monday snow 
degenerated into 3leet and then into rain for ^'assume that 


me know 

said he would like to _ ._ 

,nd he arrived promptly at 4jI5 f 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M ~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11637 


♦ * I l 


11638 




took some of the hazards out oftraisportatien. 

Tonight the r a dio speaks of blizzards swirling out of 
/lebraska in the direction of 1Jew T-erk and I hold 
the thought Lyme may not be in the path of the thing. 

I am glad you mentioned Natalie's 
picture eing .in the paper. Hobody mentioned 
it to me and in last week's issue, 1 didn't le am a bout 
the picture of Mr. iV a lker receiving the cup, awarded Cane 
River n emo ungtil somebody or other cut it out of the paper 
nd forwarded same to me. 

7/ell, observation of tod a y s anniversary turned out somewhat 

differently than, planned 
to n and nobody from aero 
for dinner and what ever 
the two rings and the leg 
know. 

•James reported, li ving installed a new 
well at the camp this afternoon. Me envisioned having 
the negro helper of the well man take down 
thfi well house, made of large timbers, weighting a hout 
five or six hundred pounds, '■‘■he helper, one George 
brown, stand a between six and a half and seven feet 
and weight 33 1 pounds, James said, and all muscle. 

hen vames spoke to him, handing him a crowbar, asking him 
a'out taking the thing d apart and tossing it off somewhere, 

Bvown bent over, ran his hand along the base of 
the well house and then, without any gusto, 

simply picked up the whole thing and disposed of it where ever 
James had suggested. Rat delighted 
James. He said Kay joined in wanting me to come 
to sup out with them tonight but, as I had many things to do, T 
declined with regret and pleasure .. 



Thursday, Feiurary 88nd, 1 . 68. 


Q * - • w h n§ . 

Memorandum: r • j;, 

h - f> I . I .1 i/J 

■ Cloudy m d warm » 




.r 




m 


An o the holiday arrived-and,-a & so often'before on legaL -h-cli- 
duys in this p/mi o f the world, I ,w n s scarcely c onsc ions of it except 
for the <6«3 «;re of postal service.* • • 

The planta ioii o cratcd'as usual, the schools put the children through 
their accutsomed paces, and although it is said the o 
banks tin town were closed_, the stores, offices, Red Cross and so on 
were funic ticning, jus* as though the V utal da]) of. connections as 
4 ud'essUi r*s qr* h9e y w@(r emihgi Hgi it hieerrtrvM* it stimtbbic country. 


Te-tifS nfligda%t Hkksnlatt'eexiactiefJtce tViiss mtmnwifjfee , 
the :<^u&t&toct!bdp(*wt)ic<®tdi Vkeitiibflit,spdftt# 1-serve Celeste 's 
iMircbhbtatJi opre,ut '%%c<iLads<b9e<ni<&htlM)idvuc Vvmrte ride# fusi. 3 <i-.rUdi&iing time, 
to join her and . il, f n din-ing in town on Sunday noon but 
it wiJLt t/itvesje. bppaxtsivnlitgj ita> Irccstna little c fter 

Mvtevh&etfrr'eevodj'iiffonibtaivj.ifisiei.fv.rtyaitokrlwt it was said. And 
M&niimme. tUa pun(c4*nt:mei«itlDeke MencdgcoipHm igsviny a party for 
f.tefre petnea biugi ufitiwy ^timkeni ktp Ju b\gboiiHa s.»d~iSB o nat ral ly it, is 
tv-Utcrc ixie^eho-psttotheae tifti^.uiW'SfhsmsljL indjeef .the leos, 
an inclination to sleep a great leal and so p;:. I like* 
rs . Ih&dQ'n&oMyw'eiif ,mtfc hmhv’liluHySiteUa&lt .T-hga'JohbLenge in pi,.,ns 
pairiilps: an dtiip/he og'f nyddaia ga$d}lJi eth £hg.kt che. » iutyu&wd 1 y 
Jfo‘’4G^bi4ioltavjg>'Mttr,V4bQd9verwysi\tiiierblda}.$ fStlwetiJcang bread and then 
ntacteiiv,y drbmidfauni coming bake home to no point. 

How of ten I consider a bowl- of bre d and milk c.s preferable 
to the hip c\ a swan if<.the milk means peace and juiet as 
opposed to the excitement of t e s wan ' i.siness. 


■Tie mo t amusing quotation of the d„y ame from James who, 
apropos of something, said he as reminded of the 
little boy at 40 acres store who responded when ' J amcs asked him 
how he was getting along in school, said: 


.. sc do in alright, 1 guewas in everythin' sving that 
Ji rthematic tuff. Looks like I was alright in the taking 
aw a y art i'ut I can. t get on to that addin' to stuff so good 







- 
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Friday, FebruaryBZrd , 2062. 


,1s for the Founder 1 s Birthday at this hend of the 
road, it was ■'served farily quietly at the \ig house 

i ' Jisit - r liA 3 ers •»* 1 f *ad a feu people from California, 

- a.iada, .lorida, Uevada and Alexandria, along about 

4:30, I had a call from the company installing 

the Register well at the camp, I was told that workmen 

from Shreveport would arrive at 5 o'clock to install the 

filters and was asked to contact Hr, Register to convey the 

news, I was unsuccessful in reaching him at 

his home, I gave a twist to the grapevine and learned he had 

been sighted in this area at 12x80 this nooon. Another 

scout with bright eyes was delegated to look across the cotton 

fiel.s, he report was the presence of a car at the'camp, 

I assumed oames was there, 

At thenews hour, following supper, 2 tried to 
get a few reports but had little luck, what with static 
drown in »ut mos stuff an I w_s especilly disappointed 
i couldn t establish air wave connections with the^dward He roan 
oadcast w.ich 1 prefer above all others at the present 
time, 1 found consolation, however , in the 

fact that evn though I couldn't get him at that time, I might 
track him down at the same time Thc-'rrld L onight came on the 
a ir and I would gladly s crifice that program for the other, 

T 1 Sum p led the air waves and 2 wasdelig'.ted that 

l could tndeeed get t the Morgan program, But then.I hadto 

cut it Off when a tap came at the door. It wasJames, 

br nging me a reportsx of the day s doings, a c c ir of 

sandals, a bottle of wine and a transcript of some 

material about ''uatamala which I had been casting ho t for, 

. - He C'^edhis wife and when she suggested a fine steak for him a t 
mom-, s- 2- turn for s pli, , . 0 , • ^ 

- ’no*'-. i n !» . _ 5 . v ' 1 .A a 


demonstra ted 


X 


loot- 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy this morning with a dab of rain before 
"•• n und a /f" 3 'nsts of wind reaching tornado proportions 

Wishes, including the Jonesborough area 
5 I Wr WOS knocked down and some houses 

klnt t? ' . pleasant sun under or c bouve a cool west breeze 

t.ninhl It c l ol . en 9 U 0 * for the balance of the day and 
tonight the sky is radiant with stars, 

inside and out, around add a *out the big house, 
things con inue swirling, the presiding priestess 
laving a Se ^tfil time and se vents trying to scurry out 
V ner way at the slightest opportunity or at none at all if 
one doesn t present itself Thus far the visitation hasnt dt 
se much noise a 3 usu c l but more than the usual 
aem.nstrations of scatter-brain exhibitions, At 
the coffee hour this miming, mine hostess said that 

JUSt * b0Ut hecovle a nervous wreck although 

ladll!s «*" •/ ,th,r.. *u,r. ms 

a Jisit across the fence last night from 

six until eig .t and, unfortunately, a 3 all 

oj us have noted at some time or an 0 -her in 

co-c Unid’with'‘fA ie ++ rni 9 btyJong, Ten or twelve people, immediately 

tl'i*i fn +i +i nutters aid s-ore operations, are tonight 

If'thought that by some special dispensation, a measure 

oj pe-ce may return sometime tomorrow and I don't mind 

saying 1 _m one of those concentrating on theaspiration 

with a degree of vigor, 

2 learned only today that for the past twenty odd yea s I 
h : ve een putting an "e" on the end of the wird, pecan / 
ana my mental picture of the word written with six letters 


I 






From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ flH~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11641 




11642 


i Sunday, February 85th, 19 62 . 

I 


ead of five is going to t. ke me quite a while to 
obliterate that concept from my gray matter. 

1 had supposed that because there was no ro nd made 
yesterday the postman, t day's hatch might h ve been 
qmce a double dip if not, indeed, heavy but 

j o?,nn YJL" 9 /, l t', ie mail *na lighter than usual, me c ning, 
suppose, that there will he a bumper crop on the morrow. 

the /rJlVdlnf'! t* bC i at P° st office this morning at the time 
the .resident was welcoming Colo, el Glen back home and 

as iere is a TV in the store, I s tuck my nose against 

weit o7f e 'wt+l d +f nj '% ed A Ue s P ect ° cle wlticU I thought 
* off with the adroitness one has come to expect from 

Kennedy appearances, I thought everyone 
participating played out his p i: rt with neatness and 
dispatch and l t oroughly enjoyed the whole 
business, 

1 did refer to any of the enclosures in 
yesterday s memo, 1 might have remarked, however, 

Uat the letter from the man in service to the Red Brcss 
was sen., u long merely as another evidence of our 
friends efforts, in spite of mighty little if rnu formal 
e ucation, to harmonize, in practice*with tie age? J 

Dor athn a +i'l‘r t Jl ea S d ' WUC/ ‘ leSS Seen ’ an y° ne f r ™ *»»>* today. 

Dor atha tola me at supper time that she had 

or served no one at the camp today, Perh a pe 

Vti U V ira U JUr e»*P°rt or s-me such or 
Possibly the frankltn lawyer appeared and had to be 
entertained or some such . Be that as it iay, * am 

y/f y ! r wUatever arrangements carried through 

inU tfmilti a J ' 0Ult e ^ 9r1> at getting roots further 

in oo the soil of the good earth of the Parish and 

'zs'zi'w 0 *" 1 *“»• « 

be a uiet one for little Kiss Lee at Lyme . 


Memorandums 


and 
' The 
are 
to 


■ l he cold snap we were schedul ed to receive never did arrive 
vegetation keeps on popping out all over the place, 
butterfly lilies are pushing along steadily and the b snan a plants 
a foot high in some place.. In short, it's going 
be an early Spring if v ac kFrost doesn't make a lie 


visit and knock everything silly. 


Me observed.the lady's birthday across the fence 
noon but she wa3 highly nervous and rather sharp 
with her husband which contributed little gaiety. 

1 have observed before that whenever she is a recipient 
of a pretty gift from her husband, she usually re-acts 
unpleasantly to him which seems puzzling. I recall 
wli^t a racket there was when the last new Cadillac 
was presented, flow it seems she has been presented 
with a gaunt to Europe for the month 
°f August end while she is impatient to get 
started and is delighted over the prospects, she is 
touchy on ally subject he takes up a nd I, for one. 

Cannot make any sense out of the pattern. 


this 


1 uite 



Little Kiss Lee was in singled out for many words of 
praise, and there was much talk about little 
iss Lee co ing doim here to be her guest when so many people 
m town, Jlez, 0r a a nd so on would want to entertain her and 
so on . nd so forth. 

I should have reported efore now that 




)11 
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day was busy with people, —James at 1 
oo^.e Kansans at 2, Marylanders at 3 end 
after 6. 


'cl ock, 

so on through until 


/ + -ve3 invited me to dine with bin a nd K,,y on^aturday 
night but I declined tilth thanks a nd instad accented 
a inuitut lon for tonight. He said he would be around to 
Pick me• up at 4. .True to his word he was here 
at 4, haumj arrived, in fact, at 2, thus 
being n lle to assist in entertaining ... few callers, 

' * r ■'Clahan and so on, 1 had been expecting 
JJ-ythe iH week but,, in spite of the fine weather 

it todaiJ » 3lie "ever did put in an appearance. 

A: out 4.30, in response to Danes' request, I drove over 

progress he is making in alterations 
a , c 1 w ' 3 3i favorably impressed. We sat for a n hour 
IfflV’i 9 J h i scenery and t hen r e turned here so I might take 
off my long beard and put on some fresh clothes, 
after w.ich we drove to town, picked up Kay 
a.id went on to the hotel for dinner and then, after 

en'm P /h l9 ir^ ecaae * arh aQaUl J<or lial S an ho r,“ we 
caws back here and so I w , x s back to home base 

t 9 hh Vl,° clock > Plcnastly filled with good, food end 
/ling over with amusing conversation. 

Kay expects --r. Brumby in the morning fora round 
ac -hen, suppose, will begin making plans for 
,.‘ e gaunt to ^euthO rolin ■. I never mentioned that 
me. 06 J r tUe 10,1016 trip 3eems height of absurdity to 

coin mid 'thVLtl vlLke + a ' 1 circling tour of the United States, 

n e rti e rn Itntl* st . cva 3 l l a3 f ar as J - { cine and hence across the 
■ 1 t_ern siates, down the west coast .nd thence heck to where ever 

Jr."! 0 ‘ iri S«cU, --“atchit.ch's, I 

+ : PP0Se \ , 3 f e m,lts r/le U° along. 1 said 1 thought 
th t would be a wonderful trip and I could see no ' 

P , '+, inr <** 8in 9 the question as to whom we might ex e ct to care 

T d S'***”* «<»«, auturally. I ,fffr 

intend getting tangled p in such a business. 


1 1“ l {i r b,i0li 0 lii: there was a measure , 

relaxation at Lyme over this 

the snowstorms, said io 


of 

weekend and that 
marching across the 


, . -- w w / l/oo U II C 


Monday,February 26th, 1962. 



1emorandum: 

Partly cloudy with a spanking breei/e from the • 
south and much too hot for February, —upper 80’s, 
and leaves on everything except the pecans unfolding mightily. 

At the coffee hour, mine hostess and I re-lived yesterday's 
hirt day party at 'lagan, lia all ove again, l gather tin re 
were six or eight girl friends present and each had 
attached a birthday card to a gift and we went over each o.ard 
and each verse, and we sob for Joy for almost every one and the ’•whole 

business was. all so darling. 

On quite another front there was a triangular 
thing yesterday I didn't get around to report last night. 

Carmen called me to report in he afternoon while 

James and Father Calahan were here and s I didn't pry for 

detaiIs. 

1‘Ue triangle is made up of the artist. Carmen and 
Mrs. C, Beth Beaufort Cloutier a n.d is arranged thus: 

'■three or f cur weeks back. Carmen dropped by to see me 
with some canvases and some cloth. Lhe wanted the artist to 
paint her a couple of pictures and to. make, her a couple 
o primitive cushion covers. I recommended that she 
herself dropp bye the artist's house and explain all1 which 
she <U. 


A couple of week's later, Carmen called me to ask 
if the four items were finished. L don't know why she didn't 
di a l the artist direct. I inquired of the artist a.i to 
the status of the order and passed e»?i to Carmen what the a rtist 
reported, to wit, that the cushion rovers were finished but 
he pictures weren't. A few days elapsed and 
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la Beaufort brought a dozen people to the artist's house, a merohant prince. 
fJew&ngland industrialists and so on, intent of purchasing pictures. ‘ 
l,le artist was provoked by the invasion, unannounced and 
unwanted from such a quarter, and someh.w in the confusion, Beth 
got hold of the ctishisn covers and took them with her although 
the artist protested she c ouldn ' t recal 1, under the hubbub, to whom 
t'tcy really did belong, 1 esterday Carmen drove down to Dick up 

her pictures and cushions and got o-nly the former. Naturally ‘ 
she, m turi}, was pr.voked with beth and there the fat fries and 
la Hunter and la Brcazeale are mad and Beth is glad a nd 
no..body wonders why Beth so frequently finds herself a central 
point from which all other points sucrry away with all possible speed. 

Ur. Talley, the dew Orleans lady physician, dropped in this 
afternoon, bhe was wearing one 1-lack shoe, her other 
J oo t in plaster of Paris cast and her appearance seemed very 

odd as she progressed across the greensward. . She had under¬ 
gone an operation two or three years ato to correct 
a faulty left foot, casued ly inf nti'le paralysis. A 'ew months 
hack she fell from a chair and broke the bones in the bottom 
of her rightfoot, just going to prove that some people 
'.on t have all the luck. Dr.Talley has something to do with 
e State Board of Health and this carries her into various 
.arts of the State every few months. She 
was speaking this afternoon about some of the communities 
sue visits where the people speak a mixture of Spanish, 
x rencfi and gumbo English which is understandable when spoken l-.ut 
pro bn i ly incomprehensible for the most part gif written. 

1 reckon it is students from 3Uch localities which present so many 
pr „iems to people like iatalie. Dr. Talley sighed and said she 
so mu-h wished a few members of the Peace Corp, could he sent 
to help some of vhese communities get into the swing of the 20th century. 


I hoped to get some assitance this morning from 
a couple of brawny b c cks but while the brawn ppeurcd, the 
remanants of weekend spirits tended to short- 
circuit abilities to keep the brawn properly 
exerted and so I let the whole project 

rest on the shelf .for another day when the weekend will be farther 
and the next one still fur enough aw c y to lend sobriety to 
those who may lend a hand. 



behind 


I anticipate 
I m .y be using a 
machine is away.. 


the t iewriter repair man a ny day now and accordingly 
different script shortly during the interim this 


Tuesday, February 27th, 1962. 


Memorandums 

Cloudy and warm until 2 this afternoon when 
a drizzle developed and the temperature fell and tonight 
it is sort of UO-ish. 

T And with the change in weather came a change in 
typewriters. 1 hold the thought this one may make easier 
reading so long a* it substitutes for 
f the old one undergoing repairs. 

H. want to New Orleans with some other 
business men and returns tomorrow. His wife spent the day in 
town and I kn«r not if she returned to spend the night in 
the country or not. I saw her momentarily at 8 this 
, morning but she was in too great a rush to chat. 

She surprised me mildly yesterday when, speaking of the 
'■ August jaunt to Strops, she stated that she 

was giving thought to the possibility that she might eventually 
take up her residence in Francs "if anything happened here". 

I must admit that 1 never could imagine her initial trip to Europe 
as having a ny chance of success because I failed to realize at 
o ' 1 the time that all she wanted to do was to be with other people 
Just like heraelf, <a nd a ll of them pretty much enjoying immunity 
from any influences of the countries visited. Now I find nQrself 
astonished she would be dreaming of living in Europe 

where I should imagine ehe would have the poorest kind of a time but perhaps 
I a m not taking into consideration f 8 ctors such as I failed 
to take into account in regard to the other matter. 

For all know, Franoe may have counterparts of the Parishes of h/atchitoche s 
and Avoyelles and, if so, then everything would be just 
a a darling for her there as here. Long since have I given up 
tbcmght of trying to anticipate such points. Nevertheless, 

' t* I must confess I continue finding msyelf startled when I hear such 

plans or hopes or whatever they may be called. 
odJ •(iiffrtt.i 'r BfteetfW snslsluoj *fo. -.Hr.a 'o no' wv- 
J-"i slab-, 'o- - *isri syo'- s.i X bp”. ttn s'' 

I kno sauoH edliiw . j . ijo-dJ ifr' i 

id Ifr.-'B £ OBO-:crx/:j I .dr ‘.t \ob,no XI?.w Odn n: iR/ni ; /ode 

,\r- ■: if i ,.t* .-icTe- olno.-i -vao -> : v oI fa »• 

Jr 093; ' «'! 0*1 -s'Uypa ,-WC'J <• Citl i ri; •. i"’ J > •=.*. I- 

rij hi bear. >£ J.rf baiid xXXflOl^q as* bi-.i IX* '*nli f«q cy.oo 

v»X rWJrw 3^1 = j J 'nb.fcb I • aaold-i -a a if 'o niUaam id. 

xad sjnoo.i’ nruoL t-jA b bei! J tr >i.-- »scn ius bn a 
•>,* JSl T .v, . 19 n 

anibXol aaoqoTq bna oa 9 fid tc i * 'is.tuolJ*Trq y « 'dJiw bvi'r. 
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Wednesday, Febrary 28th, 1962. 
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srreri*i'3a i uci crji c 


9r : Oo4 MaJ f 


:;1 r Oglu - 9 . 

,^-j nootn*n<- si J $ XiJfW -'tax b « yhtroXD 
Mttao* 'n- II9*1 e^uJ"-i 9 qunaJ arfJ bns benolaveb elssf^fc r 

. r'.x-Cii To 4* . 2 : 3 1 

I doubt if there la anything of intereat in ary 
of the encloaurea taut 1 enclose then regardless.- . 

It vaa noble of the General to take tine out to pen a long 
hand letter even though.*y secretary would have appreciated it wore if it 
had been typed. An evenlop# fro* Aunt "illie enclosea 
a letter to her fromQarolyn, a c n uainting ns the rebye with details of 
her recent doings up to January 12th about which 
I knew nothing, —trips about the State and so on. I 
was interested to learn of her enthusiasm orer her two nephews, one of 
whom is getting.fine grades at the Waco Aina Mature of the Rocket where he 
is going to a tudy Law, aha reports, and the other is doing* 
wonderfully well in photographic fiddling and such like 
in High School. Her enthuaiasn over her nephewa is so 
understandable but I fear the two Burners she g„ve up to 
than were something leas than advantageous to her and 
of no great benefit to then unless one nay count a couple of 
it- seasons of frolic a good investment., The 
jv f - Rocket alfo stated to Aunt "illie that she regretted not 
hearing ftrom ne any nore but explained that 
I couldn't keep abreast of her whereabouts, naking > 
correspondence out of the 0 nestiona and she certainly had a 
point there. ■ - j '• p . ’ 

. . 

Canren called ns thia afternoon,to s ay Goodbye a* she 
leaves early tomorrow.for Baton Rouge, NewOrleans 
and Washington.- s he anticipates being back on Sunday 
and so will not have much time to mcplore the glories of the Capitol, 
what with a frolic in the form of a dimer and danoe and a 
reception of sorts for the Louisiana Queens attending the 
Mardi Gras festivities I believe her schedule includes 
a trip through the White House and I 

should imagine she will enjoy that. I suppose 1 shall be 
getting a prolonged telephonic report, cone Monday. 

James called last night from town, saying he had been at 
the caq? painting all chy and was physically tired but pleased with 
the results of his exertions. I didn't talks with Kay 
a nd suppose she tea tired a fter doing income tax 
with her Mr.Brumby. As fomyself. I'm 

tired without any particular excuse for being so and propose folding 


, ) 2 3 i 
K-U: 

:sow * 1 
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qtr r ov 
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yebod rf^i/oo 6 to J*t03 9W0B ict bifncF-q •teO'lriJ '' b«r ! od^ 

Memorandum: r . -v -o boon rt ' 

oric Jftlw aworrl srfa orfoei i fu<t qee b -s -w 

, .. . Rainy and cold. Bf noon the thermometer in Sibeveport 
had sagged to 32 a nd will drop into the 20’s tonight, it is said. 

I h a d hoped the clouds would continue through the night to retain 
some of the heat> but it began clearing in the afternoon and is as 
clear as a bell tonight. I reckon the new leaves • 
on trees and bushes will aw 8 ken on the morrow to find themselves 
well cooked. Me are promised sunshine for the norrow but no 
rise in teiperature and another freese tonorrcw night. Only 
- the,*lld geese don't seen tfrpayn my attention to i •viruses ni> 
the weather reports as they continue their northward migration 
into the face of ice,- s^eet and snow awaiting 1 ' — » 

them 8 s they continue their migration. , ’ 

At coffee this morning,: wy attention was directed toward 
a pretty white and yellow flower arrangement, done in town yesterday 
by Mrs. Mitchell who entertained Celeste and several other 
ladies at an arrangement meeting in the morning. Celeste said 
she observed at the time that she tHoufcht I would enjoy seeing 
this particular arrangement and the lady had Insisted she 
bring it down which I thought very kind of her and very kind of 
Celeste to bring it and establish it in her living room where I could observe it 
over the demi-tasse. Fv l » ’ 

.mod ittw yerii •F'l* ' > 51 

Celeste says she is going in a truck tomorrow to 
pick up some lady in town who has a property somewhere outside 
of town that has lots of dogwood trees and offered Celeste some. Celeste 
is taking a truck and digger and,will pick up the lady. s he a sked 
me if I didn't want her to bring me one but I declined with thanks. 

*e already have an ample supply of dogwood and I don't h„ve any sp ace for mare. 
The hill soil is so much better for the dogwood. I think it better 
to l« s ve them where they trive to greater advantage, contenting myself with 
what examples of them we have her*. 1 

3nAbneqrr.l j* - a ' b:: •' ,f K ^ 9 '' m3 

J. H. returned from New Orleans this noon and, so far as I know, there are 
no plans for further excursions before Saturday when the party Mill head out 
for Atlantic ^ty. Personally, I think 
.wsmoiatra • .tottns t *od« iadded o 3 asmudeoo Ueii IP** J ; ' 
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Celeste, who had her throat painted for some sort of a cough today 
is silly heading out to dig dogwood on the morrow, what with 
the weather being in a deep freeze but I reckon she knows what ahe 
is doing and she will hare all day Friday to stare off anothre cold before 
heading out. for the«aatao*st the next day<n J.l.-w b „ Sf t 

r- cJ -..hi iriJ eani.lrroo bltfc:b.ro!o eriJ fwfod h«ri I 

I had a call from what,I took to be a somewhat elderly lady 
in town this morning. She identified herself with some care but 
I am sure X do not know her. Ihe point of her cell was 
to say she had enjoyed last week's column which, as she explained, 
she had read while, she was supping one evenigg last week all by herself 
„nd there was something a bout the column that made her want to linger'on where 
she was and do a d a b of dreaming. I couldn't rec a ll what the column 
was „bout, .-possibly about Lew Paul and Louella, -.but I didn't 
inquire „ bout that point since, if. its subject matter eluded her, it 
might hare made her feel distressed and so I simply stated 
how much I appreciated her kindnesa in calling me. ’ 

.,jy. five.* ■’} . ,' 9 : . VT- •! •' - ♦» 

At this point comes a^oaXl froa James.: He said 
he spent the day at the camp and that he brought with him a electric 
store to take the place of Monday's electric 
fan. He had a couple of men from the 

plantation to lend a hand at some Carpentry and he said he didn't 
find;the chill too much until mid 

afternoon when ererybody decided they might a well . > * - -t * 
let J a ck Frost take over while they went home. 

He reported cloud corerage in town and 1 believe the clouds hare 

returned here, too, which may stare off some of the 

more intense cold and if we can escape with nothing more 

than a gentle freeze of 32 or some such, we shall 

be luitys pure supposition on ST part, but I assume 

the Matches Pilgrimage flings wide its doors on the morrow, 

fi ^ ‘ : I to : Iliri 5 

Usually somebody w a s want to send us pamphlets and one would 
hear references on the radio to the iig>ending 
doings but with March lat only a few hours away, I haven* t 
heard a peep from the direction of the Bluff Gity. Perhaps ' 
they don't hare to adrertise any nore; It is possible the 
ladies are too busy with their costumes to bother about enticing customers, 


what .March Xat haring.always been, the ^date for the -- 
opening gun in that oonaider a ble charade* ,■ 

a. m % m * > • 


e -nlq on 
laid A 'tel 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and cold. The thermometer stood a t 30 this 
morning but I didn't notice any ice. We are promised another night 
• of a bout the same c illinssa for tonight, aftei^ which it ia supposed 
to grow a little warmer, ■tyros far the tender new green leares don't seem 
to show any damage. Perh a ps they hare somehow escaped. If 
not, they will show the ill effects of the - ack Frost 
risitation when the a n appears once more. • if' - ? 

r-9-fw YlJomcaq wii&xsW’Tcl t vXIr ol oJ \ab •.oil seise o i:<i 
At the Post Office this morning I discovered it was 
my brithday, not once tut twice, all in the same go-round. 

The nice fat package of Yucca paper arrired safely and I 
a m delighted to be j,ble to draw on it for ao much of ny correspondence 
which it will carry all.through the ensuing season, thanks to this 
generous supply. M*y the Lord blese little Miss Lee. 
oi boi-adail 1 .* ' "■«•. ooorr ::M .orm-j 

And in the second birtJmUy department, I found the dandy latter from 
the same lady, as penned on Friday. It was a nddst sereral communications 
of which I got(round to read but two, — little Mias Lee's and 
the one from Robina. ' There seemed to be a couple of other items 
from unknown correspondanta that I.shall explore on the morrow. I w 8 s 
ao h a ppy to be a ble to commune with Iyme and to learn of the many interesting 
things trouched on in that letter. • I did not get around to 
explore the clipping but am looking forward to that when I get a 
session with a secrets y on the morrow. < 

Egw ,t7 •b8rfn«8J'io srriddes eew ebsiaq •qsJ'is ^ t »:«•• rj * J J Ji/od* 
i' 'o:‘ Even as little Miss Lee, so does Leat a n retain a very special 
place in the heart for Penn Station a nd moat particularly because 
of the evening of October 26th, 1939. I regret this 
monument of an era has to be removed for it certainly does possess 
a grandeur not likely to be repeated in a long time. And 
speaking of the time element as between the station and the building 
■' alter which.it was fashioned, more than a ttousand years stretched 
between the station concstructlon and the one that inspired it, — 

. nl the baths of Carmcull a in Rome, if I remember correctly, * 

a . 1 ■' It will be wonderful if the columns can be preserved for some other 
development but I shell always regret that those vast Corinthian ones in 
the main station, tr 8 veling skyward a nd every skyward, are probably 

.v xcr.fi c VJZ • *. .r- » - TOW 9 ' , 
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Friday, March 2nd, 1962. 




>.i i 1 '■ 7 fi POOJ3 T'r f t I Jt-iOO ... J' 

.too huge tobe taken down an4 put up again but one is 
i, thankful for snail f a vors in the preservation of the lesser ones. 

;:f. f «• • ■ e ' ‘>9" - t- ■ »tnv * -iF-l f'* . ■ tftJ f [ r. '• OJ 

I have noted what was recommended regarding the 
collection of d a ily nenos that na7 be Jotted down during 
the sunnier interluds. .It will be «s easy as pie to 
set them aside from day to day locally, forwarding them promptly when 
the ^cation period concludes* .r 9 fiv 


- • t' 


:d v 


V>. 


eaw I 

71 rt f^ee*rt»*nl 


I a m so glad th 8 t little Miss Lee was a ble to keep tabs > 
on Colonel Olenn • It was a remarkable performance V 

and in the app arances he has made since, he gives the impression 
of being equally capable to dealing with earth pressures - > 
with exceeding grace. This noon and tonight I listened to 
accounts of his reception in Manhattan and I hope to round up 
more details on additional broadcasts or re-broadcasts tonight. 

Oddly enough, no acoount.I Ijave listened to thus far gave much 
attention to atmospheric conditions although.I did gather from 
ope remark that it was chilly,. Some hotion r wt 

of weather conditions go softr in helping one envision the 
carrying out of such programs, . ,-r,- ; . » 

e i-r. ■ ne.‘ • .*eriJ M wTol ir-Hooi -'fiicjq.. 10 *♦••'«* 3-.offjxe 

It w a s shocking, the .crash of the Jet in Jamica B*y, at 
about the time the tickertape parade was getting ortganised. It was 
/..bound to have o a st something of i p a ll over the festivities although 
.1 assume that a B nr of the participants in the parade may not have even 
heard of the tragedy until after the welcoming t 

e r portion of the epaoe people were concluded. . l0 ^ , , 

.orcfi -snof p ni ho c^oji so J -on i. ■> t r 

r,.-.- My hostees at coffee was coughing this morning and said, and I thought 
wisely, she wasnot going to the woo^s to dig dogwood, it noon, the 
..clerk told me the had changed her mind and w a a going which »» 
struck ms as unwise. I shall leai?> on the morrow if she did or didn't. 

. v Another wild goose migration passed northward overhead this 

f morning a nd it waa wonderful to hear their aerie voices filtering down 

"vrl t through thq he*vy cloud coverage. And So 9 ardi begins 

a nd so I would say thanks again for such a happy birthday. 


■B I 


.tF do -13 
•lojm 


Itt : 


•io1 t'*rf , ; j# J r, (j h:.* . >! no.’i erii -i. / jh xu beJor * 1 • L.-» f l -m 

Memorandum: ' < 

f ■ rj'f »- To 1 '? *-ns noc." ei: • v»bni/<i nn yj-..-: i.:j owob v.eaon Hi 'i ‘ ;.i 

A little chilly but with a l clear a ni therefore seeningly 
w a rmer although the thermometer stood at 31 this morning, I c a n’t seem a ny 
effects of frost on the new leaves of the b a nana plants, magnolias or butterfly li 
lilies which seems odd enough. 

t Was odd sneugh, too, but withal pleasurable, when; at the 
Post Office thismoraing, I discovered it was again «y birthday and a nice 
new ribbon a waited me from Lyme. It is all so pleasant to be 
thus guaranteed against ensuing communications a nd again, for 
the billionth ti»e ? I a m grateful to little Mjjg Le e f or 
her unfailing thoughtfulness'. , , 

I coffeed it 9 aefoss the fence and found the landy none 
the worse for wear, following her trip to the woods for dogwood 
trees yesterday. As*I had declined a proffered gift in that direction 
a day or two before she left, she did not mention the matter 
0 gain but a sked me to indicate the places where she should have them 
planted She said she got one eich for P a t, Dan and Joe. Well, 
power to them. Ipromised to take care of the hound during her absnee for 
I shall not see her before she departs’for your fair city since she has a n early a 
ppointment at the beauty parlor tomorrow and will probably »tum 
none only a short time before the party entrains of the R.B.A. 
thing and may the Lord -ttend their hejir a . 

, . .n/0 • "■ t"' !*.CT Uf' 

James a nd Kay Called last night after I had folded up. 

Among other things, they suggested bre a king bre a d together this 
weekend. I couldn't find an? ft*®* moments before Sunday 
night and so that was held *8 a tentative sort of thing. 

Early this morning, Mrs. Walker, whose birthday is qH the l|th,— 

Friday, - Called to invited me for supper with the family at 
rhe CounltfyClub ort Sunday night. I lied and field I v a s 
8 ll aewed up for that hour with the Registers but when the saidshe 
h"d in mind inviting them' I si a d I didn't care how 
the business was a rr a nged*although I reckon she sensed 

I should have preferred remaining at home. She called b a ck after noon and 

_ 

•fsrrjoJ -to Jr/ J rod e*to tb^H 
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Sunday, "arch I*th, 1962. 


Vf 3 fe*: 
fl vJT Jd.tucf k 


. ' , S dOftfl . 


8 aid she had contacted K*y during the morning and that K a y h 8 d accepted for 
herself and her husband. Well, 1 auppose the 

husband will mosey down this way on Sunday afternoon and pick me up and 
we shall probably prpceeed to town whore we shall pick up Mrs. £enung and 
thenceto theWgkers for 8r snort a nd thence on to,theGountry Club for 
s pper and I'* surp ifc will be very pleasant if, indeeed, , 
one must gAt into the byroad. 

Mrs. Walker told me when she called that Margaret Dixon is InWashington 
. this weekend with, the Louisiana queeene'and fclans to 

get up to Natchitoches on Marchjllth, having in mind to stop off to 
P«y me » Csl 1 o n the 2,3rd, I suppose. I suppose 
I sh 8 ll go to town for whatever is a rrn 8 ged for the 
Editor of the BatonRouge MorningAdovoc a tp on the 2l*th 
butl could do without that, too. As * a y will be in South 

Carolina then, I believe, perhaps .“ames wilj serve as chauffeur or seme such at th 
time but I c an slre a dy see that Newlberia trip with Celeeste <s getting much 
too close a nd I a m already getting cold feeet. u ' 

Vi iP 8 S®? M t0 "* 1 heard of so m a ny people 

goin$to New Orleans for Hardi Gras 

this ye a r although 1 suppose there will be a bout the same humber 

before Fat..Tuesday arrives. With the election 

for M„yor of theCrescent City of Saturday, requiring all bars 

to be close during.,voting hours, there may be a 

few less’people 8 broad during the daylight hours but I hage no 

doubt they will make up’fljr lost time, once the polls close at 8 p.m. 

t I ticipated hearing the President speak tonight about 
atmospheric testing resunptions and pushed the Cook a little to be dene 
with supper so > could make it in time. Everything worked'fine and I 
headed for 1 uqca ftrom the big house, five minutes before 
it wAs time fpf the broadcast. Awaiting me on * n 0 _ 
the gallery was James wbp had been working at the camp 8 nd we chatted until 
an hour efte^. thm President had gone Into his act and so I ,shall 
try to catch a re-broadcast later tonight. H# said K*y had been : 

Planning to atiir up a supper party fpr Sunday night at the 
n Country Club. He had not seen her since Mrs.W 8 lker had invited 
her and Jers to the same'supper a nd so I reckon 1 sh 8 ll 
hear more 9 bout that later tonight or on the morrow. 

Celeste called about 7 to s a y she had agreed to let some ladles attending 
a pow-wow in town on March 10 visit ye olde plantation and as she would not 
be here, wwild A mindtaking her place. That would, indeeed, 


.beteecqe nosnrfct vrr:b : • e j\I.! icon- -j't ; ..i-.-i 

Memorandum) -r'j • 

,YXL -» 3 ' ( ..O I- :: • )\ IS Jt . h r ■ X . •->: ' •• ’0 

,Cloudy a nd ,sprlnkley in the mornings, fair and 
cool in the afternoons and at tiightv , 

n ’ ’ •*. r 0(t .+r 'w pal f ort f c.-t ! ' '• r bn.-, -tall as a —' I>j. ■» 

• It was a pleasant weekend and withal fairly 

busy with people. , 

. in r r'•*' .Tar* i 1 3 ■ ■ ' > >■ : ' t ’ f 

Juanita A. called Joe In Natchitoches, saying that 
1 . her mother with whom she had been staying inConroe, Texas, had 

died and Joe left for there sometime during the morning. 

eai-- * . ‘ . :oap tnc 'To ■ o 

I did not have coffee at 9 as the lady had gone to town to get her 
, perruke frisaed and Juanita B. called me along 

about that time to tell me of Mra. Anderson’s death and to 
ask if I would like to drive over to Conroe and thence to Beaumont for 
i' - the funeral on Sunday/ Of course,’ I declined but appreciated 

Juanita B.'s kindness. She must be one of the several 
- people whom, .1 h a ve heard otf who were shocked that I was forgotten 
in the Regard funeral. > • ; 

.f t-t--': «»f . ■ "nri i" e • 

( I never did see Celeste or J. H, before they left around 2 
in the afternoon. I suppose I may have mentioned Friday night 
that Celeste called me around 7 or 8 to say she had bidden a State Convention of 
Catholic Women, scheduled for next Sunday, to visit Melrose and 
> asking me with I would receive them. Natalie called me 

on Saturday and told me she thought there would be • n uite a crowd from 
all aroupd to the *>unday doings and said she, Mildered and some other ladies 
would be glad to give me a hand at next Sunday’s visitation if I wished. 
c 1 I certainly did. • < 

• 

Natalie asked me if, I thought it would be alright 
i,f she invited James to spe 8 t at the college on some 
phase of literature and I told her x thought that would be fine but 
. I doubted if he would accept that that it would do no harm to ask. 

tty old friend, ¥. C. appeared at midnight, having Arrived from 
Shreveport,.. fle had been spattered with mud a nd wanted to get 
freshened up before going on to see his papa and grandparents off 
Little a iver way. He said he was going to try to raise 
two or three hundred dollars to pay a drunken driving charge instead of 
going to Jail for six months. Everybody has his problems, it 
would appear. 
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Uiis afternoon Blythe and Miriam Johnson appeared. Blythe 
thought the thousand dollars a sked for the stuff remaining in the camp 
was correct for what they had paid for it 21 years ago.. I, personally, 
wouldn't pay much for <a 21 year old ice bar but, naturally, I would 
not enter the discussion, niaittalning that the business waabetween 
the would-be seller and buyer and that I had no idea what positions either 
party might take. Blythe said she had not come up the week beofre because 
she had had a letter from Sister, saying she was> tote' here and asking 
Blythe to come up and spend the week with her. Imagine. 

-r\ f; t asrtor t rfr -j • ru so", bef/so .A s.: rnpc . 

Today ^s Mrs. Walker's birthday and on Friday the Walkers invited the 
Registers, Ifrs. W.’s mama and me to dine with them at the 
country club tonight and we accepted. James 

worked at the camp all morning and came here to pick me up Just after 
Blythe and Miriam had left aroUnd it. Oh reaching the Register home, 

James rfound the screen doors hooked and nobody responded to the doorbell. 

- He cut the screen and discovered the house filled with smoke from something 
Kay had left on the stove. He, felts real fire would have been in order if 
thee had been another 20 minute l # pse before he got home. 

K a y had taken a sedative and forgotten the kitohen. < While she was dressing. 
Dr. West of the Dramatic Section of Northwestern dropped In 
from her home across the street, beaing some home made Brownies. 

411 the fans in the place were going but the place still regked with 
smoke, an odd touch to receive visitors. jb 
to noxJnevno'. sJ tut-;, s rtobblcf bell wfe es od 3 c- S hnuoda 91,1 half so a. wv j <.<■'. 

Bventurally the Registers and I picked up Clara Genung 
and proceeded to the Walkers where we had a drink and thence on to the 
Country Club. . It was not a success as Mrs. 
aar I Walker had an upset, a&mach and aside from not partaking, hadto le„ve 

. r - the t 8 ble four or five times for prolonged abs nces 

andwas not present whenthe dinner was over and we said goodnight to 
our host. Clara asked if the Heaters were driving me home if she 
might make the trip down the river, too, and so I had 

company back to my starting point while the Walkers, 1 suppose, proceeded home 
directly from the club. Clara said her daughter was working much too hard 
. a nd wasn' t surprised that her exhaustion should h£Ve- Upset her stomach. 

^hus turnetfi the first weekend of. the month and 
may all the March weekends be equally ple a sureable...%.. 

Tto '~n«s rfrpn zM sop. o 3 nr -i'o- ei'olsd ud 
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Clear with blustry cold north winds with the primiae they 
- will Subside before morning and we shall awaken to discover the 
thermometer in the upper 20's. I trust the newvegetation 
continues to prove itself impervious to cold. 

9 '.- ? ”!.; •' * ar. de.Lf 3 bv.Q;:> j * ■/£?. • ,f <?9 'i-KXs 

One of mf secretaries appeared at the hour of 8 this morning, — 
unheard of but A w a s glad to make the most of 3 

. the visitation 8 g a inst some unread letters of a couple of days back and 
because so many secretaries seemed intent on heading out<for 
New Orleans by noon to be able to find themselves in the Crescent 
. flity when Fat Tuesday dawns. Well, may the Lord 
be with them. 

■>; i -3 j,;> 'j 9‘- "9f Jri'.j \*a '■■} bell so Jiof, sene* 

Mrs'. A^ne Chopin of Natchitoches called me this xmmx morning to 
report on her weekend visit to New Orleans. She said for miles 
coming out of the city last night the highways were crammed with cars, moving 
bumper to bumper in the direction of the Carnival Capitol. 

If-it was that way Sunday night, it is probably even more so 
tonight. Isn't it wonderful to what inconvenience people will 
put themselves, all in the name of a frolic. 


4 prolonged telephone chat with-Carmen filled me 
in with her impressions of Washington, She thought the Louisiana 
Mardlx Gras ball was a political business but didn't explain 
how or why she thought so. Perhaps it was merely an impression, 
but understandably enough correct if the majority of the 
Participants except the Queeens, were politicians. 

Of the places she visited, she>was thrilled by* 1 

everything she saw in the White House, finding it a t once luxurious 
a nd in excellent taste She a dmired the Lincoln Memorial 
and w a s a little startled when, finding herself momentarily alone in the 
great structure, having lingered behind her companions, a soldier 
spoke to her with a pleasant "Good morning, ^adam". She said he was 
very pleasant but at first she had been slightly taken aback because 
he was colored and "of course in Louisiana, he never would have 

spoken first*. Carmen is getting an education, it. 

would seem. She visited the Jefferson Memorial and 
was f a ^or n bLy impressed 
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• , 'r {0*11 Rt; •< 

The Lee or Park Cuatisa mansion at Arlington was not inapected bat 
one viewed the chinging of the guard at the tomb of 
the unknown aoldier which waa tremendously impressive. Neither 
the u apitol nor the National Gallery waa viewed but when a n hour 
onSaturday afternoon presented itself, a cab was grabbed at 
the Park Sheraton and directed to take the lady to 
the department stores which probably were more important than 
4 mere national capitol or a National Q a lleiy and, as I w a s saying, 
there really ia no accounting for tapte. u . 

.vJ :> 0 1 v. :r ... y:>- ■ .... o 

Mrs. Walker called to say how sorry shewaa that the hostess at the 
— country club dinner faded from her guests. I know she has been 
laboring quite diligently in office and garden and I could 
readily understand how an empty stomach Caught it from one mild drink. 

After all, ray misadventure with Lionel Jtanmard's one bracer 

on a,hot summer’s afternoon still remains vivid enough in that section 

of my memory that w a s consoioup and Mps. W. was conscious throughout. 

James Just called to say that *ay had decided not to take 
her auto dirver's license until she returns from The Bluff. 

I guess one must hags tptake one every once in a while if a former one has 
'■•'f . expired for . 1 recall .she has driven bade and forth across the continent 

enough tpfknow how to manipulate a horseless carriage. J ames said 
that after yesterday's sleep that carried her through the cloud- 
choaked house, it wasfelt she ought to wait a little before venturing 
out in a car by herself. r 7 , , 

He sayeth further that I. S. Willard 
called on them this evening ? nd that she is driving Kay r 

to Shreveport onWednesday night a nd will put her on the 
Charleston plane on Thursday morning. I.must » 

say those two gals certainly do hit it off wonderfully well a nd I am 
delighted they h$ve e a ch other. , j 

interruption....an hour with I. S. ^lllard, reporting 
on her adventure on Saturday in New cleans where she found hotel prices 
quadrupled and nothing by way of a room in carav a naeries 
■or familiar to her. She accordingly at 10*30 at night 

discovered a bus w a s le 8 ving northward on Saturday, and c a ught it by 11 and 
so reached hom by 7 on morning of the ^abbath whereupon she w ent to bed. 
, ^e saw Kgy today and thought she looked rather more rested and so 
the girls go and so A must eventually fold up iry beard and call 
it a day..••»... r t or . 

, hriR Iei*ioneh aos'iellet •. 1 

bvaaeirrmL vJ/* .'to, ’ e'-' 
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XUeaday, March 6th, 1962. 


Memorandum: 
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Clear and chilly. The thermometer slipped down below freezing 
again last night and the caimas look sufficiently "cooked" to 
suggest they will have to try all over again. 

I 9'ifcO 3 ’ '>,K» , CBf> W> H.'i&liv fiO ? .la Lvov ... 

I talked with Juanita on the <00 

'phone, —Juanita A. She said her mother's 

fin a l rites went off nicely but, naturally, she and Joe and Pat 
and Juanita B. were tired enough onSunday night on reaching home 
around 10, following the services in Conroe and the burial in 
Be a umont and the Jaunt b n ck to Natchitoches. I remarked, 

little further along in the conversation, that I was trying to 
think up some wgy of getting out of a two day Jaunt to New Iberia 
with Celeste before the month played out. She said she would 
love to be Celeste's companion if I could convince her that Juanita 
would be the ideal substitute. I think I cannot but 
I shall try mighty hard. Juanita A. said that Joe was getting over 
his mad which he has been directing at everyone Airing the 
past several months and she believed he would be seeking me out 
to express his regrets shortly. I wish he wouldn't bother. 

That particular breed of horse, once it hap run ay* y, may be expected to run a 
away again, whenever a whimsle, known only to himself, comes 
to the surface again and again. Juanita A and B. are both so 
pleasant it is always a pleasure to chat with them. ; 

■s' ;■ r: ■ i ■ '.I '• ■ i ; vri ■ : '. 

I have been thinking a bout the conversation w ith Blythe on 
Sunday in which she manifested the same reaction I have noticed 
in other people which I find interesting a nd a little 
puzzling. There is something a bout her reaction to 
giving up the camp that parallels Carmen's giving up , 

of the nterprise. She, Carmen, wanted to sell the *Titarprlse and did indeed 
do so to somebody who, in turn, sold it to the Beckermana and the latter 
to the Walkers and each owner in succession has been , 
the object of Carnen' s' wrath. I should imagine 
that whether it were a newspaper or a camp or anything, if I had 
once been associated with the things I should have a 
sentimental attachment for it and a, sincere desire that 
it might fare well in the hands of successive owners. 

But Blythe, like Carmen, seems to resent anyone else possessing 
what once was hers but which she of her own volition gave up, I have 
noticed this same re a ction in so many other settings that I am wondering 
if it is the natural consequence of such* transactions on the part of lots of 
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Blythe said she had one point she wanted 
s said she had understood me to 

.t._— 


oj 

S : ')9:i 
r ; 

■ • 

Jtro 
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people besides *the ones cited above and 1 can only conclude it is 
some variation on the old theme of eating one's cake and having 
it, too. 

' ■ - . biFui.— t i'-' 'q' 

In Sunday’s -conversati 
to settle in her own mint 
say that James had done 
Archives in BatcmRouge. 
that point 8 nd the Dip; 
staff. 1 replied that 
on occasion that when 
the Library of Congress 
the Library of Congress 
sure hO never had a nd 1 
Department of Archives 
next lligic,al questions 
Department of Archives 
It a ll somehow s eemed l 
Walkers simply because 




and] 


time ’at the Dapartment of 
e had made inquries there about 
of James having been on the 
had told me 
esearch work at 
to me to i„nuire of 
ir staff, a 8 > indeed, I was quite 
James at the 
f ask the 

to consult with the 
ever hand not been on the staff. 

°armen resentment a gainst the 
iot the next, but 
I find myself 


no 

b?»o 


9r* 


Sift 


subsequent -owners of Carmen's* one time pa 
wondering if the-e was something of the same carious 
twist of mind in the person of Miss Louise Butler who 
one day remarked to me at Thepottage that sometimes she wished if would 
burn down when she died, a statement that aheoked me 

at the time as it theil seemed to indicate she didn't want anyone after her to 
enjoy the establishment she had known. Perhaps there is 
a like element in the doings of some people who 

after having raised some fine fruit trees "and later decide to move to some 
other habitation, out down all the trees before le a ving. It's 
8 cock-eyed concept of human beha^blr, it seems to me and I can 

only puisle at it without ever hoping to understand it. 

■ r t " ! -.o - *'■ i vr\ »■? r 

Tonight's news reports include references to an old fashioned 
snowfall between Delaware and Massachusetts, suggesting that 
the Atlantic City visitors are getting a taste of climatic rigors on 
the seaside pilgrimage point I am not con- * 
cemed about them but I am holding the thought little Miss 

Lae isn't snowbound....•• 

it- ’ c. ■- '<■ - 1 . - 
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Memorandum t 

Cloudy and seemingly slightly warmer in spite of ai other 
freese last night , . i 

It was ,so delightful to find a»» air mail in today's 
Post. I shall get to exploring it on the morrow 
before breakfast , J hope. 

Th. * ' • • ' ' 

*hree secretaries put in appearanoes this fternoon 
but somehow things ganged up against contacts although 
two had said .they would wait but somehow got lost between 
the time I left the front gallery to h a iid Georgia Spinks 
to her car and the time I got back. 

The lady called from twon around 8, explaining 
she had driven over or down from Crockett to northwestern 
to see about some summer scohool courses 
her son, Jbhnny, wanted to consider . Finding herself 
in this area and wanting to invest in a primitive or 
two and say Howdy , on this side of the fence, she inquired 
of the artist about available pictures and the artist said she 
h a d some for her to see • When she re a ched the artist's 
house, however , the artist explained that the pictures which 
were on order for some special oustomer, were to be viewed onli 
and not to be purchased • a 

3 ' ; Hi* m . ' v ' 

The lady reached here shortly afterward, bearing gifts in 
the nature of some toothsome homemade pickles, 
a pretty white shirt and a fine gob of home made cake • 

■it was pleasant to chat a bit and to look a round a little. 

. s,ie found some gourde, the like of which she had not at home 
and was h a ppy to a dd same and some seeds from tohers to 
her collection • 

Even as yesterday, so today James spent all day at the can 
where he is painting the interior • *hen 1 spoke 
with him yesterday, he oonfided he thought he would st a y at the 
camp most of the time K a y .is .in JZouthCarolina* 
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The business about buying or building a house 
goes forward**,,.interruption,,,,,,,, 

Well, it seems while fames labors at the camp, after having 
given up any thought of finding any property around town 
that would suit the lady, Kay goes out to find 
some likely site. She •still f a vors a couple of lots 
along the river in the outskirts of *eoane Park, — 
a situation I oannot imagine. At the same time, she has taken 
a four week option on the Williams house, that oldest 
house in town which stands aoross the street from the 
m a insonette of S • Willard, The old part of the oldest house 
is small but has had stuff pasted on right and left sides, 

» fortunately, although the lot is wide, it has no depth at 
n 11, somebody in past years, having bought up all the rear sect 
of the lot or two so that while the front lawn is adequate, 
one faJLls into somebody else's land vaa he steaps out 
the b a ok door. The heirs of the late ilrs, Williams 
want only 3 8 thousand for the place, in constrast to 
the 16 thousand asked by the owners of the property 
further up the same street, but on the opposite 
side of the road, so that this 16 thousand dollar 
plaoe with a substantial house has a depth of over 500 feet 
going down to the river. And so poor *ay continues 
ousting a bout, h a ving disdained everything thus f ar and 
seemingly ending up by settling on one or another 
property which most people* wouldn't take as a gift, 

I don't blame for a single minute f a mes' determination 

after his three months of concentrated effort, in letting 

the lady make up her own mind after she has done her own oastinj 

about, w 

i- . \ **•’ tii 0C4 ’ 11 

If the above paragraph seems a little involved, consider 
three telephone interruptions including 
talks with Janes, Kay, 1,3 • Willard and Mrs,Walker 
in that progression, 

.« - o' " 

And so the day turns and so must I eventually 
fold my beard upward and flatten out my hips 

in the bed, I hold the thought that things may be turning pleat 
inside if not outside in the path of the current 
bliasard . 
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Thursday, *aroh 8th, 196S, 


Memorandum , . 

Cloudy and a little warmer with a 
little shower around 8 o'clock tonight and the hint 
of more in the offing, 

, It was so nice at supper to receive a greeting, transmi 
verbally, from little Miss Lee, through the mdia of 
the nerchent-planter and the clerk. It 
made the rest of this day so pleasant, r ealising 
yawl had established contaot alright, in spite of the 
in.olement weather and all* 

• b -■ . i 

And next to the greeting via wire were the letters 
of the 5th and 6th, together with the informative 
clippings covering points of which I should never have 
learned,as in the Pierre Benoit matter, had not 
these particulars come to hand through your own 
good offices, 

I was Just as surprised as you when the matter 
of the dream a bout living in France came up a while back, 

I reckon life for her in any community would 
be a vast disappointment unless, by some 
magic I cannot imagine, she were a ble to 
do what she has thus far succeeded in achieving, — 
extending the world of a twelve year old into 
a half century of maturity, forever ignoring the realities 
of life and refusing to admit but 
almost denying there is anything beyond the 
kindergarten department. Of course her intial 
survey of Europe was made from the isolated 
situation of anyone surrounded by a bevy in playful pilgrims, 
quite out of touch with the actualities of the region through 
which they wandered. And now the August 
jaunt will repeat that intial world 
of mental make-believe since, according to the 
looal papers, the party which she will join for the August 
go-round will be comprised of thirty local residents, swirling 
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through other climes without ever tensing things 
are the least bit different fron the folk mays they 
left at the point of departure, The whole business is, of 
oourse, ridiculous but a condition which cannot be made clear 
to the victim of future disenchantment, refusing as such 
persons do, to accept as factual anything other than the 
kind of world the twelve year old child creates in a realm 
of dreams. 
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My day has been a busy one, tinctured with minor interru 
that left the whole panorama something like a 
screen shot through with a thoughand holes, none of which pre 
, any visti of unusual interest, 1 worked with Fug a bou 

a t gardening and accomplished quits 
a lot, Araund 4130 James appeared, after having 
spent the day at the camp painting. He remained for 
supper and came back to Tucoa for a little 
chat. There were numerous interrupitons, 
including plantation enighbors asking if they might 
t bring visitors from afar on t.he morrow, etc,, 

etc. Along n bout first dark fist one sectredary then another 

appeared and when the lest put in an appearanoe it was 

dark but I had to send them all aw a y since I 

knew not how long my guest would remain although it 

is tru« he did depart shortly a fter the last one 

had put in an appearance and T had sent him away, knowing 

nothing of my guest's plans I really needed 

someone to help me with a flock of addresses but perhaps 

I can work that in on the morrow. 


. iq IU 



James siad he had left home this morning about 8 and 
as Hay doewn't usually get under full sail until 20:30, 
a nd as she and I, 8, "illard planned to prooeeed to Shre vepi 
thereafter, ha knew not how they had made out, I suppose 
I shall have considerable entertaining of the husband during 
the ensuing two weeks at least • I oan 

manage it alright but T must say, as you have noticed when yi 
had proionged visitations, the usual routine it 
certainly knocked silly as one adjusts one's 
own programs to fit the convenience of others. And 
now I *uat do a few things in anticipation of Martha Robinaoi 
visitation ontthe morrow and eveutally call it a day,,,,,. 


o< H) i 


11664 


Friday, March 9th, 1968, 


l.1 .vj 4 Till r>*.,a II »‘4 l , ■:-uu 

:t 4 - •, ‘U.J 0 T' •. o. t r 

'/emorandumt 

. C : . HO 1 0 ■ ! 

Cloudy and pleasantly warm. 

It has been a busy day, Inside and out, and withal some 
what long-Fsh, 

> o' ■ 

I had cr couple of strong arms to give me a hand all morning 
and one this afternoon and much was accomplished by cutting of b mboo 

and hnuling out of same, spading 3 nd he a ven knows what all, 

I—, t T 

My agetns reported James as being at the 
camp most of the day but 1 did not see him and if he 
came at dose of day, he probably sighted me still bogged down 
with people, He- will prob a bly oall me ‘ 

Inter tonight, \ 

. v . 4 «.• i 

The unpredictable Martha Gilmore Robinson 
in stead of stopped here on her way up from 
Alexandria t<r ^atchitoches, went directly to u atchitoches and 
lunched ed with Thelma at the President's residence, al - 
though,'- as T learned from Thelma tonight, Martha and her 
daughter, Mrs, Hick Plastor, arrived at Thelma's 
after lunch and a fter the servents had departed, leaving 
it to Thelma •to play hostess and prepare luncheon at one 
, «and the same time , 

l £ T . 1 ’ ' a , IW'3" iioil. '■»!': B .• ! u *■ 1 t 

t t naturally the mother and daughter arrived here late,as 
I had predicted she would in my letter to her. She looks 
older than when last I saw her anti seems possessed of about 
• twice as muck vim and vigor. She is always very kind, 
in spite of the faot that she had many pictures to take and 
much chattering over the coffee Fugabou prepared 

for us and over a d a b of **pniah port she broughtme , 

i o >'■! 11. ff \J” *»o qw T3 i i ; . ■ j x 

She wants to comeback in late summer, following 

but, tn.jJ I . gen ci fc; , :iui5 efc; i »'* 

...... sr >3 i #no\»4 mioAb tlJSlL b»ob ‘ no ? 
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o European jaunt that will take her to Athene, the Qreeoian 
ielee, Rome and a tour all around Spain and 

Portugal, with emphasis on the o a stles In Castile and historio 
spots around Toledo, Cordob a and on into Andalusia, Somewhere 
amidst all these journeys, she plans to attend the wedding 
of the daughter of the itng and Queen of Qreeoe to 
a grandson of Alphonso Xlll and Isabellam I remember 
Alphonso isr dead but oan't 'reoall is the ex-Queen of 
Spain is still living or not and I didn't' ask, She oan 
tell me a bout a ll that after she gets b a ok, 

^ ^ - . . , # 1 \X_ ft* \ n ■ « J ) ; 

Among the other unexpected things and tnvari a bly follow in 
Martha's train was a oamera, belonging to the Kysers whioh 
Martha picked up inadvertently when gathering up her duffle on 
le a ving Thelma . She asked if she might leave it with me 
and I told her I should be glad to return it to its 
rightful owner, ?hen I 'phoned Thelma, I thought the latter 
was going to swoon when she learned that John's pet of all 
cameras was missing and she hadn t realised it. She threatens 
to come down to pick it up before Monday• * hope she 
oomes Sunday to give me a hand in shepherding the flook of 
Catholic biddies I shall have on my hands, 

While Martha and daughter, Anne, were here, the 
mulatto, George Lewis, living on a plantation 
down the riper, called to a'sk if he might' bring 
some pePple from Syraouse to see the pice. Me had oalled 
twice during the morning but I had put him off eaoh time, 
waiting until T could be done with Martha• I told him six o'clock 
would be fine and he arrived at six with his two guests, and, as 
1 always happens in mulatto appointments, half a dozen 

other river residents, None of them have every learned as 
yet that three or four get more hospitality that 7 or 8, 

"ut we had a nice time andfime marohed on so that it 
w a s after dark before they were gone • r 

•i ; ■ ".a'■* \ c d. 

‘I hope I shall get oaught up on my mail before long but 
I seem a little laggardwMly about doing so but perhaps 
I shall have Tsetter luck on the morrow, And so 
things turn and so must I turn and 

get on with some little ohores before beard-folding time •••••• 
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Memorandum t .» . t ^ 

'• ■ '• vV" ■ a o' ■ • .‘o'v 

Showery this morning and yesterday, dealing <. 
sunshine in the afternoon and whial oool, 

,3Toc i V a&.c •yo. liww s '.qoii. 

1 am sleepy tonight, not Jrom too muoh labor 
but from countless interruptions that out down :■ .. 1 

on my Saturday night's r t est. There were ® many 
little problems, looming large in the minds of - 
plantation folks, that required attention as between time 
for the Saturday night frolic at the honkey-tonk to be¬ 
gin and tun j up on Sunday morning before most of them were 
ready to call it quits and collapse. It iaas still 
dark this morning when I had to advise cn whether a dootor should 
be called or not for ailing field hands and.after 
a couple of more requests for a id, I finally decided I night 
qS well get up and get going in anticipation of 
the Catholio ladi.es, scheduled for this a fternoon, 
m < •.:.;«!* i, ■ ssv, ‘ - .I-u.'.'t, ■•••.. ' ■ ' "0 y. a ff-U j i 

When Natalie called a day or two b a ok, offering to 
lend me a hand and perhaps bring Mildred Cunningham < 
to help guide the ladies if I wished, I remarked that 
I could handle a few easily enough but that I should be glad 
if she and Mildred would come if .the number expanded, 

She said 16 had registered for the visitation 

and, naturally, I said I could manage that readily enough, 

Natalie called me this afternoon,\ immediately following the 

luncheon, advising that, —incredible as it might seem, the 

ladies were. actually running ahead of schedule and 

that they had already left town at 5:30 a nd therefore would 

probably reaoh here shortly. She said she believed their were three cai 

and I told her I oould manage whatever three cars might hold, 

■ li . • ft '' i HO OH** ! V' ■■ H r ' ■ H -!»"i S 

I journeyed to the gate to find more than three cars, 
t the group numbering half a hundred plus two priests and 

a Bishop, ,‘v i ' 


Fifty people in the library is too many at a time if 
anyone wants to see anything and fifty ladies in 
my boudoir inspires me to believe that even 
a Sultan might find his harem, crowded if fifty bags converged 
on him all at one time. But we got along alright and I 


i 
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enjoyed chatting with Bishop Greco again and Meeting one 
or two of the pilgrims although in such a group, requiring 
guidance and general diversion, ope doesn't get much 
opportunity to devote too much time to any single person, 

It was pleasant to w a ve them goodbye eventually and to turn 
toward home where, along the way, I encountered Theima 
and John, Fortunately, they were <n the same frame of mind 
48 I and, although J sure they had not been up 
to the same thing .as I, all three of us were glad to 
collapse and mull over a glass of port, We 

had quite a pleasant session, taking CousinSugene Watson and his 

Colonial Natchitoches apart and just as they decided they ' 

had to leave and were driving away, James drove into the 

yard aoroes the fence and by his presence offered 

some more stimulating conversation before joe found 

nigh-t coming on. and it was time for us to drive to 

town to partake of some fine food at the hotel, prepared by 

Alberta Randolph, a forjner plantation gal from 

Magnolia plantation, < i 

■ 

James had supper with the clerk and me on Saturday night 
and later at Tucoa he mentioned having reoeived a call from 
The Bluff jonFriday night, It w a s from Kay, of course, 
letting him know of her safe arrival• 'Ihere was an amusing 
interlude in that conversation when 1*. Storm got on the 
wire, obviously to add a drop of confusion to things, 

James said Just before . the call came in, he had been 

reading "Almost Goodbye" and the interjection of 

la Storm was almost hello. She opened up by saying she had 

Just learned from Kay of the great palaoe he was refurbishing on Vane Ri\ 

apd before she could go further a faint voice of the other lady 

could be heard exclaiming 

% 'lb:. 4 fc.. -1 . S • 4 ei •- , : ill i 

"Oh, Bill, why do you say such things,,,,,,,,," 

Kay reported that Farley and Irma were arriving at the Bluff yesterday ai 
would remain until the BBnd when, they w ould Journey on to Manhattan. 

• u 84‘ I * 61 I 5.9*4»' - ' lOt.'l'J ft\j. • 1 X' i 01) X ' • lei 1 Di. ; 

Carmen dropped in Saturday afternoon while James was here, She 
had driven down to pick up from the artist the replacement 
of the things Madam Beaufort had carried offa week or two earlier, thingt 
that had been expressly made for Carmen's order. 

And thus a new week begins aud another Sabbath 
draws to a close and ny guess is that I a m going to 
find it easy enough to Journey off to dreamland in Just about 
two seconds from right now, . . 

V Mir. it \.<to '• i r\ , •»-. j sue t- Li, no 




t • 
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Memorandums 


Fair and oool. 




blililX D «• ft OH 
ooque to iohhJ'i- 
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,\ 00 na 51 C.4 M’ ■; •• 

Ihe postman was ahead of schedule this morning and Just by 
chance I encountered a secretary by thq fropt gate when 
I was returning nbout 10 q'clock from 
the store where I had picked up Friday's air 
m a il from little Miss Lee, Thus I was e 

able to read it and provide myself with a fine concept of 
the Lyme interlude when, half an hour later, I had . 
to retunn to the store and, along my route, ^ 

encountered the merchent planter going in the same direction, 
he folks were Just b a ck, he said, and hastened to say no 
end of delightful things n bo.ut little Miss Lee whom 
he obviously thinks is a grand person, . 

<v. t , n ; i 03 Bq.'IO 5)'■ ’ , yu- ii>> -i 1.0 4 l ■ 3 

# After discharging my business at the store, I re-crossed 
the road and dropped in to see the lady across the 
fenee, She w a sn t exactly but almost what h a e been desoiribed 
as being all to pieces". She was complaining 
bitterly about the whole trip., saying there was only one 
bright spot and that was her brief oont a ot with little Miss 
Lee, To oite how miser a ble everything had been, she 
said it was unbelieveable but in Atlantie 
City, for instanoe, during the storm,— a nd 
nobody could really Imagine this, they simply had to wait 
for almost 40 minutes at the theatre before getting a cab 
to take them to the hotel. Imagine, And while 
imagining such a thing, try to keep in mind that this 
vast inconvenience was imposed on one who apparently 
hasu t anything to do, She % went on to explain it was impossible 
traveling with anyone belonging to the family 
from which her husband sprang, etc,, eto. In 
brief, the tweleye year old was enjoying a t a ntrum of sorts, 
hot unlike the one usually put on, —always to my mystification 
when she has been presented with something like a new Cadillao 
a trip to Europe or some suoh. If was 


*> 
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so pleasant to step out of doors again into the sunshine and 
trying to get in tune again with a ny one of the billion 
harmonies that God seemed to have filled the world with this 
morniif.was so wonderful having had such a splendid report from 
Lyme and to be able to return to it later in the day, I am 

especially glad little Miss Lee had an opportunity to _.. 

meet some of the people making up the hejira, I 

see Irvy Hott every onoe in a while when he passed by the office and 
sometimes pauses for dinner or supper, I find him invari a bly 
pleasant and I can't complain too much if he prob a bly 
inclines toward hill-billiisn since he hails from Ashland, La,, 
which i8 pretty dose to Brinrwood, 

r 

I am glad, too, that you had an opportunity to 
meet clothilde and Lester Hughes, As you know, clotilde was 
born a Prudhomme, a niece of Lestan, the diarist, in 
fact, and in her person demonstrates the pleasant manners 
a nd the lack of gray matter most of the present generation 
display, They ..all fit in so nicely with that 
group, including our across the -.fence associate that 
adores cards almost as much as road running and somehow 
forever succeeds in avoiding anythingby way of a serious 
thought or an interesting idea • God, having made them, 
went a step further in His wisdom, and placed enough of them in 
sufficiently close proximity, the ones to the others, as to 
provide a nd d a ndiest kinds of times for the whole bunch, 

8 ■ ■ M t ' ■ > 

J a mes did not get down today but he just called / h a ving 
no news in particular but plenty of tomfoolery he had 
encountered in the newspaper *. one of his pet delights 
of the moment is the fact that the Shreveport papers bear 
the notation, I guess near the masthead, that in 
Shreveport the paper sells for 10 cents and 
that beyond the city r as in Hatchitoches, 
it sells for five cents, If a customer 
picked one up at the office of thepaper, it would 
probably be priced at 1 f> cents, I/' one could but sell 
such a selling price notion to the Hew York Times, 
their circulation around the world ought 
to increase by leaps and bounds, * 

s i :m'\ ssij ci - <Woyi« • * 1 • 

I know not where I. was when I put the period 
to the last sentence and the phone rang, —Ha talie oalling. 

She wan sd to inquire a-bout yesterday's pilgrimage andreport that 
you had been so wonderful about sending her a dipping 
concerning the death of L, Hem's eon whioh 
had utterly escaped her. So glows thy orown 
and so I add my own Amen •••••• 


Tuesday, aroh l$th, 1962, 



i ■ ;• ’ of. t 

Memo randumt 

*\ ii'Y 6 die :’$• •' *•••:; . .4 »• i •' ... >’ » = 

Clear and cool all day, following last 
night’s low of 30* 

t- • it 

The merchent-planter left in the afternoon for Texas, 

Mexico and Guatanala by oar, saying he would be baok in a week, 

The last time he headed out on such a jaunt, I thought it 

was the height of folly but this year I’m inolined to 

think the rigors of the journey, although Just as telling, 

might be less than those he might experience, were he to be at home, 

I was not wearing pads on my shoulders this morning when I 
made the rounds for the 9 o'clook brew but I should h a ve been well 
advised to have done so, The theme song 

was but definitelyt" Ho body knows the troubles I've seen,,,,," The 
little girl was having a dandy time for herself. Among the 
complications I liked best was themiserable realisation she oould 
not put herself in the hospital for a rest because there was the 
CountryClub lunoheon and general frolic for the balanoe of the day. 
One of her most intimate girl friends in town oalled me 
this evening to ask what is biting the lady and remarking 
that everyone is so puzzled that she should be 

performing in the manner she *is, what with all the things she has 
any segment of whioh all the others would rejoice, were 
they in such a favorable situation,. 

M) Ini’ 1 ' -i 8 f'Z ’ o.'- fcftr.C 4 J is S" 1 t C-C : . 1 ■ 

bed • ... M U.‘*i 3. ■ „ .i j ' 
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In spite of the amount of time spent out of doors today, 

I seem to have spent some time on the 'phone and one of the 
rumors from that quarter has to do with a report that a oertain drug 
manufacturing concern has gone bankrupt. What makes such a rumPr 
circulating freely is based on the fact that the aforesaid 
drug company was or is said to have been the foundation of the 
fortune possessed by the lady whom Charles Cunningham married a year 
or so ago. It is said when she sold her interestw in the oonoern, 
she did not ake the 8 million it was supposed to be worth but, to 
Save income tax, tooksmall paymments to run over a period of years. 

How much she got out, of course, is nobody’s businems but 
let us hope she got enough toenable her and her husband to oontinue 
the way of life they hav come to accustom themselves since their 
marriage. , 

fames dropped in around 8 this afternoon. He had painted himself 
out of the camp and willprobably attack the outside 
next. I took the opportunity to send in to- 
town by him the radio which needed some adjustments in 
the di a l• Heeed I ha add how wonderful it is to 
have the little one to hand so that I may keep up with 
news programs regardless. 

, t , ».• . -.1 $>£ •• 8 o ' 

Ihe enclosures are of no moment but I send them along 
regardless. It goes without saying that in pursuance of the 
advise from Mrs.Spinks that Mrs. Hillspaugh 
was heading out for Texas and that I might take the 
oRPA r ,t.unity to journey over Crockett way,’* oontqoted 
Hrs. Uillspaugh to say "Thank you but Ho". 

• ■ * ■ - --r.i b . 8..' 3 V ' V : ' 4 i ... 

Tie letter from the Kans a s lady speaks for itself. 

One is forever discovering oolumn readers 
in suoh unexpected plaoe. 

C Lilv.vr -y, -ji r £ ai i ... * a o. „n 

Miss C. Briarwood Dormon h a d an article in Sunday's 
Shreveport Times, I guess it was. In any event, I enclose 
it and I must drop her a note to express the hope 
she will do a flock of the,\e, along with the sketahes whioh 
I think are quite nice. 

Just by chance today, I mentioned to James something 
about the fact that rs.W a lker had 

remarked to Kay that she was counting on her being baok 

in town by the 84th so that she and James could attend 

the Walker evening for the BatonRouge Horning Advocate 

Editor. Kay must have forgotten to tell James about 

the party and I w a s glad I menti ned it. I a * holding 

the thought the lady in Lyme is somethings getting a chance to 

catch her breath these days....... 

i 
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Wednesday, u aroh 14th, 1968. 


t i«'.o3 iiQjiJoUi.l A ■ 

Hemorandumt «•: ;•'» ; 'Lc. - ■> • 

»o*\\ bfct: 4 *» k * to siv ..& 3 i'A 

Harch weather for sure. High winds all morning, sprinkling at noon 
degerwating into soft snow this evening, with the snow, fortunately, 
melting as it touches the ground. The temperature will 
not go below 37, it is said, and thus the snow will do no damage, 

I hope. 

W VI- noq»u..-.i • 

« I saw the lady.from across the fence who eturned from town 
by mid morning • ,She said she was- returning to t own 
but thought she would return heme tonight . I concluded 
that for tonight, at least, I shall not be master 
of the hound, and accordingly I left the child's supper 
to the oars of the mama. 

• • - t‘ • t ai 1 ice u.’ J ■ .'H . /u J’jv: 

J. H. oalied from Brownsville reporting ohilly weather 
on the Rio Grande. The travelers expected to be in Hexioo City where 
it will prob a bly be oool, too, on their second day out by car. What 
four fully g.wn men oan get out of such a jaunt as they are taking, I cannot 
imagine —600 or 900 miles a d a y, going no where and rounding 
up exhaustion only, it would appear to me, covering oountryside 
familiar ta ali of them and apparently not in purusit of any business. 

Either they are wonderfully wise or I am inordinately dumb 
and obviously somebody must be off the irack. 

t ? i. \„c v <3 • «&*>•' • r »•'’ • 

Pat called me this noon to ask if he might bring down 

the Pr.esbyterian peeaoher. The man's name eludes me 
although I should remember it since he has been 
in tom for a couple of years although I had never met him. 

joX-’o »S'UV3 tj . HuiC'ji . 96 03 '."ftJVttft.; i it *t 0 ■»' 

Well, he came and he and I dtd a tour in the r n in and 

I liked him very much. He liked the 0a*» very much and they seemed to 
like him and so everybody was happy all around. 

< He said the sight of a black oaf invariably reminded him 
of hisArmy adventures in the Southern Paoifio + On one of <• 
the pulverised islands taken from the Japs by the Tanks, the 
soldiers found in a heap of rubble one lone, newly- 
born little tiny bl a ck kitten, its eyes not yet opened. Ifle boys 
decided they ought to a dopi it and they did, feeding it on 
their rations of powdered milk and so on. The 
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kitten tr a veled with them from invasion to invasion, 
island to island and obviously throve on 
the gentle care it received from these 
modern day crusaders who had lots to.do but still oould 
t find time % to bring up the kitten properly . 

. ur, .r. 

.. wen came the day when the troops had- to make quite a long 

ha u l from their latest island conquest to another . 

that required transport by naval vessels and 

of course the oat went on board the boat with them, Somehow, 

because of the time required in making the trip, the oat got 

bored and began exploring the vessel on its own hook a nd when 

it came time for the soldiers to debark, they oquldn't 

find the kitten whose curiosity had led it into some, of the shafts 

serving the ventilation areaways that only a oat 

could get through, And so the soldiers consulted 

with a band of sailors permanently assigned to the ship and 

they agreed to watch after the Army's pet kitten and how the 

animal fared after that, nobody knows, t i<: - t, . _ 

'■ t ! 1 -• it:: 1 4v o lit. , i 

It has taken a lot of self-control for me to restrain myself 
from preening my feathers until this late in this memo for today I 
, beoame a grandpa but of how many children, I know not, 

Just at the snow began falling a round 4 o'clock, I heard i 

some peeping from the. direotion of the udck's house :■ 

where a b a ntie had been setting of late, 

evidently preferring ground level for, such 

operations to the amoir tops of the other expectant ladies, 

I should h a ve had to stand on my head in the mud to explore the 
darker recesses of the duck house at that 

hour, for night seemed to have settled $own by three o'olook 
in the wake of the snow clouds, .And so I told yself 
themama bantie knew more a bout attending to. her little ones than I and 
accordingly I hurr.iedly prepared some find food for mother 
and children and a shiney pan of water, pl a oing both platters 
inside the house and olosing the door just in oase, through error, a 
duck, at long last* should decide to enter the place, attracted 
by the pleasing armoas from the banquet thus prepared, 

- . 

I shaj.1 be impatient until another dawn rolls'round and 
I can count the number of little s - . ...... 

ones and chide the other, setting b a iities that they 
aremighty slow in thier undertakings •••• 
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Thursday, Maroh 15th, 1962. 


-;tt oa- emiTcUq :• l-tar. i'do.’ otv* •. v- 64 •• 'i 

Memorandum i t t 

6* A'Cui \c vnj in '.iUoi •• ' 

Damp under foot, fair over head and withal 000 I. 
sour.: !v:il 1 m i von an • ‘.a r .• • • ni- L " ' i- 

The plantation was resting, att save the hogs who worked 
diligen-Vy during the morning, rooting up bulbs, oannas, butterfly 
lilies all over the gardens until I eventually caught up with them, 

■ . :-i " ’• •• U 

The lady across the fence appeared much happier, — 
almost beaming, The change of viewpoint was due in part, perhapm, 
to the fact she was having a party for her girl friends tonight 
and there seems to be. much illumination around and about, 

l H l V! \ 0 ^ 5 ' ’ •’ ^ * ' •- ' t • 

J, H, was supposed to be at El Prado in Mexico City and 
will be driving to Ouatamala on the morrow. Everybody 
seems to be doing what he pleases including Lestan who is simply 
staying put, yi > . - 1 

ail 

As for enclosures, they speak for themselves, including Robina’s 
reference to the time Gertrude Roberts Smith who 
drove the car slap through the big old wooden road sign without 
doing any damage to anything except the sign, a huge affair, through 
whioh shq drove the car with Miss Cam, Robina and herself in it, 

\ v . . 1 ■ 

The letter from t he wife of Dr, Hines of Alexandria presents 
di interesting thumbnail sketch of the old days which aren't so 
old after a ll, Just as I had finished reading her 
letter yesterday, the 'phone rang. It was 
my neighbor down the river who had-.brought the Syracuse 
people, Mrs • Hines, etc,, for a tour last Triday evening. 
following the Martha Hobinson visit * My neighbor said he 
hadjust received a callf rom Mrs, Hines, explaining that she 
was entertaining Hew irleans guests -on Saturday and 
would like to bring them for a tour tof ye olde 
PlV&Ation, I responded negatively for Saturday 




v-/ 
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is always dixay enough without adding pilgrims to the 

tangle , Then, too, I thought Mrs . Sines was 

pressing her cause too quiokly in the wake of last week's 

visitation, I have plenty of appointments /or ^this week end 

but I could never explain that to anyone not living here since 

the impression is general by outsiders that all I have to do is sit 

around waiting /or somebody to show up to help me kill Time, 

■ % .. -CO U vi - 

* J was up to my hips in one thing or another this a/ternoon when 
Father Calahan honored me with a visit, I am always 
glad to see him and we had quite a pleasant chat . He* 
departed abtut 3*30 when James appeared, bringing back my radio 
he had oarried to town to have reparted /or me. The bill 
w a s only $8,50, the smallest I have ever paid /or having 
a nyone tinker with a radio and I shouldn't be " ’■ 

surprised i/ James had absorbed some o/ the charges, 

' •;; fjo ii 8»aef-Lq ft* aorta oi • - o* » 

James remained /or supper and then oame back to 
Yucca with me and 1 guess it was /ter 8 be/ore he le/t, 

I haven't tried out the radio as yet but shall^try to 

catch the news at 10 o'clock, I recalled his prediction 

when Kay heqded out /or SouthCarolina /or two weeks when this evening 

he mentioned having heard /rom her and that she 

would not get back /or the Margaret Dixon party on the 84th, There is 
no question q bout it, these constant runs to the Blu// are engineered 
by Aunt Willie , I /itfd mysel/ wQitdering, 

however, i/ Kay doesn t become sort o/ an approving « partner 
inso/ar as absences /rom Louisiana provide an excellent 
exouse /or putting o// decision as .to which property 

she will buy in the Pelican State, whether a house will be purchased or 
one built and so on and so /orth, t .o * 

J have a /ew letters to write be/ore calling tt a day and 
I an impatient to get them done because I have a nice green salade 
awaiting me as a midnight snack,—tomatoes, belle peppars, 
oelery, cottage oheese and so on, a real personal compensation 
/ortoo many energies /rittered away during the daylight hours,,,,. 


Friday, March 16th, 1968, 


Memorandum t <, 

' • MC J . OS- ' ' S' •' V : " C " 

Fair, a little warmer but still cool enough /or a jaoket. 

Two birthday b parties and a /rolic at the honkey-tonk 
knocked out secretarial assistance this e vening but 1 shall 
be loaded down with a plethora o/ sans on the morrow. In 
the mean time, the letter /rom Lyme reposes in the armoir against 
the morrow and I shall be the happier this weekend because o/ 
its presenoe, 

i : 01 6 ..i 1 *• . " " T5> •' - • •’ > 

I shall, a/ter /inishing this nemo, leave it open so 
I may insert a post script tomorrow morning, should there 
be anything to add regarding the health o/ the merohent - 
planter. He ’phoned /rom New Orleans this a/iernoon, 
just be/ore Celeste was about to take o// /or the weekend re¬ 
treat, Me reported a doctor in Mexico City had said 
he had better get out o/ that high altitude as quiokly as possible 
and aooordingly he and one o/ hie traveling companions, 

Henry Lemoyi\e, had /lown to Hew Orleans and were 
taking another plane /rom there to 

Alexandria, He asked a car be sent there to meet them and 
on learning o/ that. Celeste gave up the notion o/ 
the .retreat and decided she would go with the 
driver to Alexandria to piok up the patient, 

I saw her a /ew minutes be/ore she le/t around 6 o'clock 

and was impressed by her ,oaln. She apparantly didn't 

mind giving up the retreat, remarked upon the /oily 

o/ the Mexioan-Quatamalan trip and that was that, I 

assume the patient must have beenrather ill in Mexico City or 

the other travelev wo.uldn t have /elt it necessary that one o/ 

their number accompany the ailing one on the plane trip. 

The call /rom New rleans was made by J, H, himsel/ and whether 
he saw his /ormer doctor in the ^resoent City or not, 1 
wouldn t know, , 

• 

I have never comprehended the pattern o/ do^ng things by 
any member o/ that /amily and, naturally, I haven't under - 
. stood the de/inanoe o/ all usually acoepted admonitions 
* over the years and there/ore should expect to make anything 
out o/ the present status or why one should put himself 
in. puch. a situation, I hold the 
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J. H, ioat at the store before any of the plantation 
was astir this morning . Celeste left early to join in the 
Catholio ladies and their retreat downAlexandria way • She will return 
Sunday evening, Everyone says J, H, looks pale but he 

maintains hisgaiety of spirit, explaining that his 
traveling companions got tired of him and sent him home • 

It is felt he should not be left alone and so, unless 
someother arrangements are made • I shall make it a point 
to be within ear shot while Celeste is in retreat, 


thought, however, that the sudden departure by air from 
the others may have served as a protection against 
the balanoe of the 800 mile a day jaunt that had been 
planned to run into the middle of next week, 

. . _ ■ . ■' % v,' ; 

James spent the day at the oamp, He has a oouple of 
helpers going o er the outside of theoampwith steel 
brushes in anticipation of slapping green paint on the outside 
beginning tomorrow, 

• aoti&ea’VA ' 1 z 

The Chamber of Commeroe is requesting from 
The ^nfterprise a folder of some kind or other parrying 
a Cane 1 iver Memo • *hen I was asked by the paper for a suggestion 
I expreeeed the thought that the one that was contribed for 
last October’s Pilgrimage might be suitable, 
containing as it does the oolumn about the most 
widely known contemporary character in the Parish, together 
with a likeness of her patting inside Ghana and a picture 
of the outside of the plaoe • x he suggestion was considered 
alright and that is probably what will be used • 

r.i x- .M .i 

The soraps of news coming o hand from the •radio fill 
me with delight when reports of the sua.oess of 
the Peace Corps seem to be so overwhelmingly f a vorable • 

One report remarked upon how many Republicans figure 
in the overseas operations, suggesting that 
the effort, like C, C . C, of T, D, R, days, takes 
on a non-parti tisan nature which js certainly all 
to the good* 

. 0 „ . „_ a v n' I . j - t . .. r ■>.; . .>> • j. a. 

I find myself being glad that St, Tatriok’s Day 
comes on a Saturday this year and qs I hold the 
thought that little. Miss Lee doesn t have to venture too 
far into town, she will escape the usual confusion that 
too often dominates mid-town on the 17th of • 

March • J suppose few people 

found the confusion of the tnevitqble parade on that day 

as inconveniencing, as I always did but, r egardless of 

that, 1 a m glad it comes oh a weekend and not in the middle • 

I hold the thought there may be lots of peace 
both in Lyme and locally over the impending Sabbath ,••••• 
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Sunday, *arch 18th, 1962. 


60 . 


Memorandumi 

Fair and mild. 

■ i 1 . ' • !>' . . ■ 

It i oa», thank Heaven, a quiet weekend 
and everything seemed to. turn much as usual. The patient 
went through his a coustomed day and seemed as bubbling over wi-th 
a ^Jouaajid , interests. Of course he dined at the big house 

« H • da i' a " d 1 al "aV* Hke ^at. With Celeste in retreat, he 

and I dined alone aoross the fence this noon and conversation 

Aa tlie r r8tr * at ers were coming home about 5, I 

nVmlarl % ° J°"5 to dime Wlth Barnes, leaving husbandand wife to 
compare weekend, notes together. 

1 . lau 9 tled at »!/«?!/ this morning when, after doing 
a flock of out of door chorese, I decided a round 10 

9 ^ve myself a shampoo and a bath and don some fresh raiment. 

I like to do my shampooing in the tub and h a d my topknot well 
soaped and my body a-drip when the 'phone rang. I dashed from 
, discovered, George, the gentlemen down the river 

Hthnr ! Hin •• a, * d ° onpanv la8t Fri *ay a week b a ok, on the wire. 
He had called A day or so before, saying Dr. and Mrs. *inos 

h a d friends from rleans visiting them in Alexandria .a nd 
wanted to know if they c ould makeother round here. My 
response of negativeAndso this morning, George was calling me 
again to the same purpose. Again I said No and returned to my 
tub. Too minutes later another oall, and another pool 

desk and again it wasOeorge, saying Mrs. Hines 
wanted to chat with me. V e chatted and inspite of her plea, again 
f . Ba ° k *° K U tub » 1 began lathering up with vigor 

when the phone rang a third time. It was George 
asking if it would be alright if his party oame and just a walked 
around the place a nd not invading the houses. Again it 
was and again I climbed into my tub and, miracle of miracles, 

1 got out before the 'phone could ring again. 

On the next time, it w a s •'iles Millepaugh,a sking me 


t. i it ' r t 1 ’' .iu r c a 

lint* k'.i.ir' e t 1 - 
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Monday, Maroh 19th, 1968 • 


.. . 

* 


Memorandum: 


if I had heard a fire hacf burned up the Methodist 
Church in town. I hadn't „ Two or three other oalla came in 
and then 1 went to early dinner, expecting to do some work 
before a £ o'clock appointment with Mrs. Pool and party. 

J, M, appeared at my door at 1 and s aid the ladies had arrived 
an hour early and asked if I would take them on then. 

I would, 

itot* 0*1*0 HOC bitfc (tOCH av.. *\ MA190 ; licit 1 

t , James who had been supervising several . men working 

on some construction business at the oam, camearound 
4, wanting me to see how hiswork was progressing. J 
went over and found the interior quite delightful, —yellow walls, 
gray floor and Mynog oarvings, painted Jet, placed 
at vantage points against the yellow alls and it 
. :*« . i i tt-r.1 « ;o • «•: oocr »':• .Li - 

certainly did look spiffy. 


*t*i 


*•* 

eti.Di' 


if*. 1! 


•HO I 


.1 l - 


tf « journeyed to town around 6, paused in front of the Walker 
homg where we dumped out some boxes of banana roots 
but did not.pause to see any one and thenoe to the hotel 
were we had a delicious meal, —including a big » 

bowl of cregm of nushrooii soup, a spicey salade, chicken dumplings that 

were wonderful, spinach, English peas, sweet potatoes, ice cream, ioe ti 

a nd so on* The chicken dumplings had been made 

to special order plaoed a couple of days earlier. The 

bill for two was.$8,60 which is so ridiculous that we 

began figuring that Mr. Johnson who owns the hotel and 

half'of a atohitoohes is smart on making tons of money in some 

lines of ende a vor but is bound.to be equally gifted in losing money 

on his restaurant dining room, 

-<i ' : 11' 

I bumped into Joe in the gardens onS a turday . Me apologised for 
his reoent madMatur a liy I dismissed the whole thing as in¬ 
consequential butl a m remembering that a "horse runningaway 
once is likely to ^runaway a gain "* i 

Kay advises James she is r turning 
next Sunday, there bye missing theSaturday night 

party the Walkers are giving for Margaret Dixon and so things turn,,,.. 




t o 


-Cl udy and slightly warmer with Alexandria, for some 
strange reason still pussling the Weather Mureau by 
being the coolest community in the State, 

.1 lit. tU- » I' iC at 

I developed the sniffles yesterday and that has 
persuaded ft* to fold up my beard early tonight, I hope. I 
have some rather good patent medecine that is a big help and a dose 
, it and an extra hour of being flattened out tonight 
will probably bring me forth on the morrow as fit as 
_ fiddle • I prob a bly would have done just as well to 
fold up during the afternoon but if I failed to appear at 
supper, I would automatcially get so many visitors, especially 
from, across the fence, urging doctors, hospitalisation and such like 
that it is easier to keep moseying a bout and hop into bed as soon 
as dusk settles down. 

My 9 o’clock coffee hostess reported great satisfaction over 
her retreat. She explained that on Friday night she had 

really given up the idea of going but on "Saturday 
morning, after he had gobbled up his breakfast", she 
didn't see any reason why she shouldn't go and so had 
departed, I thought the word, "gobbled" was 
quite revealing * She stationed catohing a glimpse 
of I. S. Willard le a ving the retreat Just as she was entering on 
Saturday morning. As the retreat didn't start until 
Friday night, I. S. W. must have made quite a brief, possible 
a token participation • She has not be sighted tn Natchitoches 
over the weekend so perhaps she journeyed baok ot South Louisiana 
- or-some such * 

v ji ifcAfcr.. \o ->i ’ »'• 66 = ' .?■ o 

.Thelma Kyser called me this morning, saying she 
wanted to read ma a book review appearing in the 
Alexandria Town T a lk last Friday. The subjeot 

•••' 

b5..1 i " • « ?1 ' i 9 : •' c 
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of the books seems to be a novel • The 

title is "Summer Dancers"» The author is Clyde Miller 

and the publisher Maomillan • According to T 0 wnT a lk, the 

subject matter and characters are fiotional as are the place 

names but the review goes on to say the looale is 

obviously Melrose • I remember Clyde Miller somewhat vaguely • 

He is,at present te n ohing at Hunter College, Manhattan, it is sail 
haven t encountered anyone as yet who has read the vlume so have 
no notion as to its merits • 


SBC-t: t :■ - 0 I • 






( I'm glad the French and Algerians have decided to bring 
a halt to their 7 year war which, like the Ame ioan Civil War, 
should never have been prosecuted in the first plaoe • Perhaps 
with the Algerians and the Frenoh now on the same side, the 
secret army nay be brought under control • It always seems to 
be thq/t nobody profits when the military takes a hand in making 
polioy and the outrageous doings that have been going on in 
Algeria seems to be a oase.in point . After the secret 
army has been put out of business and the Algerians attempt 
going it alone, they will probably disoover that 
independenoeis bound to be pretty rough going 
for such a poor country but, if the philosophers 
are correct, "it is better for them to have what they want than 
what is good for them 

: 5 1 1 ' 0 ■ t a' ;• . t » ,M - 

! * : c. s'- - ' b > B ' 

In anotheraspeot of scuffling, I witnessed an angle I 
had never viewed this afternoon when two bantie roosters, 
a red one and a dominique, got to going in a knockdown and 
drag out bang-up • There was nothing extraordinary a bout that but 
what astonished me was that the whi-pe guinea, a rooster, kept 
rushing in between the two .contestants when they would 
get looked into eaoh other's clutohesm I suppose 
birds of the same speoie might join.in a free-for-all but to 
see a somewhat aggressive bird of another race assume the 
role of peace-maker was something new again . Back and forth 
the white guinea kept sallying in between them apparantly taking 
sides with neither but simply trying to get them to 
let up in their battering of each other and how the 
business ever ended, I know not, having been called 
aw a y to supper while they were all three still going it .. 


Monday, Varch 19th, 1962. 


Post Script * 

Sometimes circumstances beyond our 
control get into the hair as, for instance, when 
one has in mind the selection of a birthday 
gift . In the present instance, for 
example, there is the desire to select something 
by way of a bit of duffle in which to 
carry things • To reach an emporium where suoh 
things are dispensed is one problem and then to see something 
in the nature of what one wants is another . Thus, 
when I heard llatalie was going to^hreveport 
last Saturday, I asked her to make a selection 
on my account for little Miss Lee • She was very generous 
about welcomin the opportunity to render a servioe for 
both parties and thought the suggestion e xcellent that the oar 
bear the name of the sender as "The girls at the office" or s 
such . Rather later than is her custom, she 
'phoned me tonight, saying she did, indeed, find something 
on Saturday she thought I would feel little Miss Lee 
would find to her liking and that was that, —except that 
then she wanted to join with me in offering the gift which, 
of course, was just fine, too, exoept that it in a way defeat 
my hope of getting something on my own hook through the 
shopping service of another . And so the gift, when it 
comes to hand, will be from llatalie and me, it seems, and 
although arriving pre-maturely, I hope it bears no end of 
good wishes from two bubbling over with 
affection .. 
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Tuesday, U a roh 8Oth, 1968, 
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Memorandum: 

The weather i» no account, drifting b a ck and forth from 
sprinkle to drizzle and drizzle to sprinkle and withal warm, thanks 
to a mild breeze from the Gulf. Last night I thought the Weather Man 
said Spring would arrive this morning at 9*30 but whether 
it did or not, I shouldn't be able to say. Moon news was psuhed 
aside for a baseball game and tonight I didn't hear anyone over the 
major networks h a ve anything to say on the subject. 

I didn't see my nei 9 ^bor at 9 o'clock coffee time as she had 
already gone to town. Rumor has it that J. H, is 
contemplating going to Mayo’s. For people who 

like to travel, living in this area, Roches er has it least one virtue, it 
being quite a ways away, I hope it has other advantages, too, 
but just what theie are, I wouldn t know a t the moment. Per¬ 
haps Mayo speaks with more persuasion or more authority and 
for that, I sincerely hope. If not, ‘however, such a trip 
would seem somewhat pointless since all 
advice about slowing down given by specialists in other 
places has alw a ys been ignored if no disdained, one 
can but marvel that smart men so often incline to be so foolish a bout 
matters pertaining to their good health. 

When talking with !Jat a lie last night, I asked if she or the 
family had had any news from the C.Vernon Cloutiers, currently at Mayo's. 
She said they had had plenty and none of it was promsing. 

I believe somebody talks with Madam Beaufort every night but 
I am not sure that would be very enlightening. 

It seems that one of the bones in the vertabrae is gone and 

the other next to it is going. It is said that a further 

smash up Of adjoining ones might occur at any time, should the patient 

forget to sit down with care or make a n unguarded move. Mayo's 

recommended that Vernon be brought bnOk home in an ambulanoe 

but Beth told them a thing or two, stating that they 

were too proud to h a ve her husband brought 

home on a stretcher. Imagine. One gathers that Vernon is living 
on borrowed time. Whether Beth has aooepted 

this fact or not, nobody seems to know. There son, it is thought, 
will have to be put in an asylum before long. 

Their debts are said to exoeed three hundred thousand and I 
know not if Beth sttll plans to head out for Jampan 
on the 84th of this month or not . It's all'so haywire. 
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( j 1 0 . , j - jj ,. Q . , , 

As I turned the page, the 'phone rang,— 

I • S.Willard. I don't know where she has been hiding during 

the past couple of weeks. Celeste' mentioned 

having caught eight of her leaving the retreat about 

the time she arrived but she vanished again, ' 

heading into s t ome of the more remote Parishes, I 

suppose. She reported a couple of hilarious adventures 

and she related the details at some length but throughout 

the recital, she as mowed to suoh merriment that I 

could catch only her laughter and never did get 

the point of either tale. Then I got to laughing 

at her mirth and both mm of us had a great time although 

neither knew what the other was giggling‘ a bout. She occasionally 

consults me on gardening matters but 1 fear I am 

of little assistance to her. Because the extent of her 

planting is confined to limited space 'becauseof the ' 

smallness of her lot, she naturally inolines 

in the Dormon manner of stressing tiny plants which 

register not at dll in my general scheme of things 

but I do what I can by way of imagining her horticultural 

problems although I fear'my help doesn't amount to much. 

She reported having had q note from June and D a vid Nixon 
who h a ve taken a place on the 'GrandCanal inVenice, They 
had intended going to Paris after a round in Greeoe but 
decided_on Venice until things get quieted down a 
bit in France, It’seems to me 

they have a house in Paris but I suppose they probably rented it 

during their recent sotfourn in Florida and New Orleans. I know not if the 

went to Greece hard on the heels of their visit up this way during 

the October Pilgrimage but one has to travel as 

much as they do to keep up with them as they aren't much 

on letter writing. 

Tornado warnings for the Northern Louisiana area were 
called off about 4:30 this afte4nobn when a * 
t parade of thunder showers advanced eastward, doing no damage 
in the Pelioah State but iossed a few houses arbund 
aoross Ijhe Arkansas border • The mention of Arkansas reminds me 
I haven t heard from Miss Cordell of Eldor a do in some time and I 
must drop her a note. I sometimes think * ought 

to arrange for her and "obina to meet for their common enthusiasm for 
the&hreveport Times ought to give them something in common 
to enthuse about, don't ySu think so . 
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Wednesday, Maroh 81st, 1968. 


Uemorandumt 

Fair and comparatively mild although 
it oools off too much at night to 
enoourage vegetation to unfold as fast as it 
does sometimes. 


I was glad to reoeive a report from the 1 
wood oarver today. Napoleon has been in the 1 

hospital sinoe Monday • He ts approaching 80, 
is quite large around and has been suffering 
from an impossible blood pressure • A couple of 
days in the hospital was enough to establish 'when he 
needed by way of diet and so on and accordingly 
he was released •today which made everybody glad 
for a whole flock of reasons, not the least of which is 
because his return to his nephew will afford Andy much 
relief from worry. 

Saturday's program, revolving around 
Margaret Dixon, is beginning to take shape 
but a shapes that is a little uncertain around the 
edges. She drives from BatonRouge on Saturday a fternoon 
where she will pause to call on a niece. She doesn t know if 
her niece will come with her -or not when she heads up 
CaneRiver way. It is thought she will re a oh here 
about 4. Mrs. Walker suggested she 
would be glad to oome and meet her here 
but I discouraged that notion sinoe I want 
to keep the number of people at lint ted as possible 
at this bend of the river. The point of the visit 
is a n interview with me and interviews get farther, 
it seems to me, if there aren't too many nieces a nd 
friends about who hav to be entertained. James 
is coming sometime during the a fternoon to pick me up i 

0: 80 •!' *04 ’ •• • jV> ill- Jl'i » * 

. . . . iO. 




■Wi. 
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Thursday, Aprtdr 22nd, 19 68. 


and hi s services will be appreciated following the party 
when it's time for folks to wend their way home, 

The Walker party will be held at 7,30 and, although the 

Weather Bureau speaks of showers, fair weather is being 

counted on to hold much of the doings between the 

Walker residence and the margin of the river some hundreds of 

feet away, The guest list tends to stress 

political over-tones beoause la Dixon knows many a 

politician, and these will include Lester Hughes and 

whife, Earl Morris and white, Albert Fredericks and wife, 

representing looal and State politioqns,' And 

John and Thelta will be bidden on the theory that ohit-ohat 

may reveal educational ties with the political set up, and 

the Friedmans, —Sylvan and Lis, since Sylvan 

is said to be slated to run for Lieutenant Governor on 

the Russel Long ticket on he next go-round, My 

opinion was asked a bout including the looal merchant-planter and 
wife but I cfiscouraged that because I know that 
H, doesn t like to a ttend parties and t 
especially on weekends, flatalie and 

husband will not be invited since they have never issued 

invitations to the host and hostess With 

the sohedule so uncertain as between 4 and 7:30, one 

will probably skip food until party wheels are 

turning where meat pies and a salade will sustain those who 

haven't grabbed a b'ite before, 


. 

James passed this way in the middle of t^e afternoon , having 
finished painting the camp and being w ithal delighted with 
the a ssistance he has had in doing the job inside and out. 

He meets Kay in Shreveport on Sunday evening, Ly •phone 
she reported she is going to buy sevral lots 
aoross the river from Pecane Park', a site that seems to 
recommend itself to her only,' One thing is pertain, she has 
had an opportunity to look over everything in the 
Parish Like everybody else, I suppose, 

Kay's imagination expands in some directions and 
contracts in others and I think it a pity she 
doesn t lean more heavily on James' insight as to 
property potentials as a satisfactory dwelling plaoe,,,. 



Memorandum : 



ji'. 

*’*. ‘ ■ . V 0 -i 

o r it' i ft $ .\S 


-i Vo 3 • 5" •• 'Jo.' -• ' - A •* - 1 , . J 1-- 

Cloudy and a'little on the chilly side. The 
thermometer hasn t heard what the calendar is saying about 
Spring, : 

J ames had in mind dropping in at his camp this 
afternoon but was somewhat taken aback when he. discovered 
that the tractors ploughing the adjacent cotton field, had 
done such an expansive job that they had carried 
their efforts right over to and including the 
road leading, to the camp. And so he came over 

here for a visit instead, a f ter stopping by the, store to see what 
yould be done about making entrance and exit 
to his new domain possible. 




neither of us^had much news but we did speculate . < 
a little on Saturday night's party, deciding it might 
be a good idea to sup a bit in town before going on to what¬ 
ever refreshments might be set forth when the guests appear 
somewhere between the house of the host and the 
margin of the river at the far end of the property, I 
have long, been a believer in nibbling on a snack before . . 
attending any evening party, Perh a ps I ought 
to do a column on the subject sometime for, to my way 
of thinking, it offers several advantages. For instance, 
it saves a guest from dying of starvation if refreshments 
are served late-late, It offers the pre - 
partyeater and opportunity toassure himself 

of getting something he wants to eat in the event the host's supper 

turns out disappointly, Hot the least, — t 

perhaps even the most important element in such 

a custom is the provision it affords the guest 

already pleasantly filled, to be polite about t 

diving into the host's food and thus 

be able at the same time t ine is appearing.leisurely gentile to 


Air 4- jfl 

i &.1 




UJ 
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Friday, March 23rd, 1962. 


avoid giving the impression to other guests and the host 
and hostess that the real reason for attending the reception 
was something other th a n find a free lunch, I am 
thinking of two ladies I have known at different times' 
who were forever explaining they were taking a dab of this 
or that home with .them because their pet dogs would simply 
adore the stuff whereas in reality the posr things didn't know 
where they were going to round up food for themselves on 
the following day and neither of them had any pets, 

SiM qiwti e i •' *ti • AV*" ,u ,c - '*■ 

Juanita A, called me today to inquire about getting some 
ivy for, the new home, which kind was more suitable, how 
one planted smrne and so on, &he mentioned the possibility 
she might get down this way tomorrow and I suggested she 
make it in time so she might break bread with us. °he said 
she would ry, < 4 

For the last three nights, the merchent-planter has 
been skipping supper, —at the big. house. It 

was all attributed to dieting which 1 have no doubt has been the 
reason. Over the coffee cups this morning, however. 

Celeste mentioned that she t atid her better half had 
gone to town to a dinner at theBroadmoor where, from 
another source, I learned interested citixens 
conferred about getting natural gas piped through 
this area sn some sort of cooperative basis, not unlike 
R,E . A, Who ate what food, if any, I wouldn't know, 

I have long bfsn so far out of touch with what contemporary 
shcools are teaching that I was only mildly > 

surprised a while back when I learned that 
the names of subjects have been so altered in-reoent years 
that the students don't seem to know what subjeot matters 
are being mentioned when one employs terms used a couple 
of decades back, and-I, on the other hand, don't 
even know from the names currently applied to 
subjects just what the particular oourse may 
deal with, as rattled off by students, I guess the local 
schools must be studying something a bout local history, 
but under what name, I wouldn't know, although twice 
in the past couple of days pupils have passed this way with 
notes from their teqchers, asking me for data on the names of 
places, ante bellum characters in t hearea and so on,,,,,,,. 


VifcOiS TAUtt »:■« IL-jc e. tuv sc 3 ? tt. *t*r. 

acx.j* ci 

Memorandumt . 

biu> fcKiimua tU3 i sSuc q- • ' ?.Y msttsm h* 

Fair and moderate as to warmth with a 
promise of nothing about higher thermometer readings 
just ahead. 

My 9 o'clock hostess this morning seemed in 
quite good spirits but complains about the 

pressure of things on her time. She mentioned she wanted to 

do the stations of the oross but could round out only 

half of them at one time, what with a oard game 

waiting and all but she hoped to get back to finish off the 

stations somehow. You can see rea ily enough just how rugged things 

can gStsrybody seems to be busy in faot exoept the lady doctor who is 

said to be on a week's vacation perhaps at Biloxi, 

with her husband and child Following d> interlude inCi. ifornia or 

Arisona or some such place, the husband returned and the 

family hit on the idea of a vacation. Perhaps the vacation 

was for the lady dootor . Carmen says she things the lady doctor needs one. 

In her opinion, the lady doctor,aside from working so s trenously and' trying to 

m a i ntain some sort of a balance for her husband is at the same 

time inclined to be jealous of him in regard to the ohild's 

affection. One takes Carmen reports with a grain of salt 

but everyone a grees the lady dootor's nerves are on edge and 

much as they have been for as long as I have known her, 

I find it remarkable that persons like her and J, H, can be 
so smart in some respects and so short-sighted in 
others. 

And so the *orsleys will not be at tomorrow night's 
Party but thee will be lots of other people.and 
it is said by the hostess that it rows more 
political as time goes along, Ihe latest aspiring 
Congressman from this Dietriot is a Long who 
h a s been living in*ashington but has recently established 
a residence inAlexandria with a view to becoming a 
candidate for the seat in the House.of Representatives, 
once occupied by George Long, —the same seat, in 
fact, to which Earl was elected, following his fling at 
the Governorship, although Earl died just after he was 
elected, —some say a day or two before the ballots were oast, 
and so he never occupied the seat, I believe the new Mr, Long has 
been bidden to the .pavty, •• ' 
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James didn't get down to the oamp 
today and perhaps that was just as well sines everybody 
directing the plantation forgot to have 
the ploughed up road put b a ck in order, I brought 
up the matter to the merohent-planter this evening and 
he promised to give directions to have the job 
undertaken tomorrow morning prooraetination 

in one or another line of ende a vor too frequently characterises 

a plantation where acreage is so extensive and lines of 

ende a vor so diversified and far flung so that 

such a matter at a oamp holder, ploughed out of any 

access to his oamp is put off from one day to 

another for the sheer convenience of plantation doings 

while the legitimate desire of the holder is,left 

to cool his heels until somebody remembers or somebody else decides 

there's nothing else in particular to do, I shall 

make it a point to be in the midst of things tomorrow morning . 

before all the paraphanalia of plantation assignments 

gets distributed in other directions than the ploughed up 

road, t 

b eo; -<r . HQ.iOOCU \,c os-jj • J / 

I got quite a laugh to myself last night,when 
I • S,*illard called to ask me something, *7»at made the K 

matter mildly amusing was the fact that she forgot 
what she wanted to ask between the time she dialed and 
I answered which must have been at least SO seconds, In 
an unguarded moment, I mentioned that it 
had been reported Mrs, ennedy w a s visiting the 
Shalamar Gardens, built in the same reign as the <oj Mahal 
although I didn't know how many hundred miles might separte 
the two projects , I h a ve to be careful .s a. 

about saying such things if there is likely to be in¬ 
formation in any book I, S,W, chanoed to possess for 
without giving me an opportunity to sorea «i "Please don't" 
she will drop her phone and dash off in search 
of the topic during which time of her a bsenoe, I 
get to laughing louder at my own folly in ever bringing 
up a ny such point thqt might, by the 

wildest stretch of the imagination, seem to require immediate 
settlement, I am quite sure the impulse te to 

assist me in my quest for knowledge but often * 

I am not casting about for that but merely carrying on a conversation, 
Kindness is the sole mover in euoh instances but the lady -- «. 
plies me with,so much nourishment when I-'rn not very hungry that 
I am bound to take greater care in conversation ••••••• 


t d 


Sunday, '/arch Sbth, 1968, 




Memorandum i 


. 

esA- 

e. 


Of 


durinn 10 ^ntlhH ° / oat a few sprinkles a nd one good shower 

during the night and that was the weather for the weekend, 

All in all, it was pleasant although there were 
one or two attributes that I, pretending to Be civilised, would 
have had a little different, 

!• S, Millard called me at 7 *30 Saturday morning, After 
80 minutes of beatingaround a bush of uncertain genus, she 
advanced the news that she h a d a couple of important * ’ * 

St, Bernard Parish people in twonj I guess St, Bernard is down 
Jew rleans way, Bethat as it may, they had expressed the 
hope to get down this way and although she had explained she 
thought l might be too busy to receive them, she would see about it 
and perhaps they could at least walk around the gardens, Thei said 
they weren t interested in the plaoe but wanted to meet 
*«• magine, Well, I said I was too busy to see anyone Saturday morning 
bu ; when she indicated she felt as though she should, for some reason, 
«xt«nd them a favor, I g ve w a y K a little and said it would te alright 
if they came a little after 9 and asked if .thMyre would be just the ' 
two southerners. She changed her t a ck on that and said that actually 
she would have to come with them but she thought A would find their person¬ 
alities exhaustive and that, errrrr . a b.,,.,.oh.\ . 

urn,,,,,,.etc,,,,,,,.etc .. s e herself didn t* feel she could get away, 

In 8, ' or ^» 9 a ther, she felt as though she must appeal to ’me in their 
behalf but hoped the Lord I would respond negatively. 

This sort of thing when on for hours and fian a lly it w a s decided they 
would make it again sometime by her telling them I couldn't see anybody, 

I received a call from Mrs. Walker / saying that 
Margaret Dixon and niece would arrive at Melrose sometime 
between 8 a nd 4, the nieoe living in Alexandria and driving la ^ixon 
up herk, pausing here and thence on to Natchitoches, 

I7ion it got nearly four, I began hoping James would shopw up 
to lake the nieoe off our hands, in case ai interview developed on la Dixon's 
part, James arrived promptly at 4*15 and at once we decided we would 
most assuredly dine in town before the parity. At 5*25. 

J, H, sent the cook over here to invite Janes to join S«l *t , . 

supper, i nade motions as though eating somethin's but didn't and e xplained 



l 
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Janes was going to an appointment in town, at 6, Mr, Walker called to 

say Dixon and niece had arrived and that Mrs,V a lker was bringing 

them down here, They arrived around 6?30 whioh was first dark, th a nks to 

the he a vy atom clouds, Margaret brought me a record of experpts 

from Earl Long speeches a nd I found the meeting pleasant withal but not 

i atisfactory from my point of view as too much time was spent 
y la Dixon who seems determined to persuade the general to 
make a foundation out of Melrose, As the * 

party was scheduled 'for 7:30, their st a y here wasn't extended, 

after which James and I journeyed to town, dined and thence to the party about 

8t30 where I saw a lot of people, some of whom I ' 

knew and some I had never seen, Lester and Clot tie 

spoke particularly of little Miss Lee and that wad pleasant, 

Iihad a nice chat with Thelma and John, the Friedmans, the^heriff Morris team 
a nd so on, Just as we -were leaving a lady spoke to me 
and it was, —no other, S, Willard, 

She was one of n bout half the people present, none of whom I had bumped into, 

H-'itO '• J • • l* ' * 


It was warm inside the house and in spite of the large cohcourse 
of human beings scattered about, somebody had had the 

unhappy inspiration to light a big log fire in the firplace of the room * kchanced 

to find myself, I was- nearly passing out with the heat, James 

brought me home immediately, I had not seen him during the party, He said 

the biggest kick he got out of his adventures was when a determined 

matron approached him with outstretohed hands, exclaiming• 

- i 


"it's good to see you. Senator", 


and after the first pause, took a pieroing look at him and 

apologised for her gnucherie,- explainin'? she couldn't see well 

without her glasses, *. 

r i , li t t • 

Before le a ving for ShrefSvepert this a fternoon to meet Kay'at 
the air port, James pent to the hotel to get me a quo rt of pea soup of which 
he knows I aw very fond and thenoe to the drug store to buy me 
two kinds of cold and cough medecine, bringing the same down here on 
my behalf which I thought very kind, 1 

, 

was gone half an hour when Blythe and Joan put in an appearanoe, 

They both seemed find a nd brought along a May basket of sandwiohes and' things* 
x heu both dseemed on the^ay side and nothing resembling 
the word camp was mentioned, Saturday, by the why, 

the plantation put the road to the camp back into order and that seemed tb 
please fames, naturally ^ and thus'the 

weekend has pattered along and may it have been as pleasant but 
less active in Lyme,,,,,,,, z 


. onday, March 26th, 1968, 

U5 jp o t».‘3 rnVv. bi'.a .*6hi .Z 

ri) ti.ittOO 68S8K S* 

80 : i:i? wsw;- 

Memorandum^ 

A lovely day and enough warmer to suggest 
Spring might be on the way, 

C • , : x* 'ey** o *Tft> it. j ^ V t:' 

Foolishly, I did not put padding on my 
shoulders when I dropped in for 9 o'clock 
coffee across the fenoe this morning. The result was 
that I came away somewhat dampened fro the tears diluting the 
brew. My neighbor is feeling mightj sorry for hej-self 
and because of her husband'* failure to express more 
. affeotion for her. She reasons that since she can't do anything 
to make, him happy and since by being with him, she herself 
cannot enjoy the- -happiness thatis her due, she would 
do well to leave him* I must say, off hand, 
that among the more lamentable events in life is to be found 
in children grown old but still possessed of 
their childish impulses of which and the improving application 
of a great big hand, applied a few times on just a bout 
the right place, is unthinkable t 

• • , ‘ 

At nosn dinner yesterday, T sensed a tightness of things 
when we sat down,, A couple of gestures by the 
hostess in the direction of the host confirmed the sensation, 

A shrimp cocktail was served, 1 be sauce was , 

grand, I was under the impression the host had 

picked it up in Hew Orleans for the hostess, because he 

remembered she liked it. One would think that 

commending the hostess on the excellence of the 

fare when it would be implying aleft handednod in the direction 

of the host as one expressed his own, delight ought to make 

this pleasant enough all around but I was wrong. It only inspired 

thehostess tp remark was a pleasure it was to have at least one 

person present, kind enough to mention 

a word of appreciation in a house where no appreciation 

by anyone else was ever dreamed of. How that made the 

speaker fgel, T know not, but it must have produced little more 



\ 
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Tuesday, March 87th, 1962, 


e u 




«>•< 


delight on the part of the host than on the guest,, eto, eto, 

-ix agaenoe of sunshine from the present memo 

may well stem in part from the news coming to 
hand from Lillian Harness, announcing the death of 
her husband, Carl, whom I liked very much, I 
shall speak of him in a later memo, 

'■T-ir cT -\*r" .-ns .... « yj • i: _ L 

I, S,*Hlard oalled this evening to say Howdy, 

She said she had left theWalker party Saturday night with 
Clothilda and Lester Hughes beoause she had come with 
them but came within a n inch of hopping 

into her own car. when they let her out at home and then re¬ 
turning to the party where she was having such a nice 
time, 

A third interruption, being a aall from the Hampton 
Carvers, wanting to bring some folks down on Thursday• 

The chat touohed onD a vid Snell a nd his family. They 

h n ve taken a place on Long Island, -sixty-five minutes out, 

which must, be near Uontauk if tr a veling by plane or Long Island 

City if traveling by car. Be that as it may, it 

seems to suggest the *noils expect to be in 

Amerioa for a while at least. 

Early in the day, —„bout sun up, I bumped into 
Joe Henry at the front gate. He wanted some 
(Hants Beard for borders and asked me how I thought 
it would look along his front drive,' I said I thought 
it would look just grand in that particular 
plaoe, I did not tell him I was speaking 
as an amateur so far as the situation mentioned- was 
concerned, I h a ve never seen his house 

in Pecans Park and hope I never shall. By the way, I guess 
I always spell Pecane inoorrectly and I must inquire 
of someone if the final e is omitted, Joe wanted 

some lilies, too, but seemed astonished, as I believe he really was, 

when it dawned on him from something j said that there was 

more than one kind of lily in this world. He went otf 

delighted with the Giants beard and some narcissus bulbs, taking 

a couple of my helpers with him, the only ones ' had, 

but they got b a ok a bout 4 o'clock this afternoon, but obviously 

too exhausted to do much more than collapse. 

So turneth the day,,,,,,,,. 


b- I « ' . ;<.V -SO. , 

emorandu mj 

Fair and mild 





*> ' . i I 1 J i 3 3 fi i i 


ji k i 



I shall be ylad when it's even a little milder 
iii thermometer readings at night for seeds don't do much by way of 
germination when 18 hours of the day is experiencing readings in the 40's, 

a tt . V i : •’ o ■- 3 

A while back I asked Leon Uitohel, the nurseryman, in 
town to see about some candleabra plants for me for delivery at 
the proper time this Spring, S 0 me fine plants arrived 
Uonday with the ^admonition that it probably would be better 
not to transplant them for awhile until things <. 
had warmed up a bit. Last year I had a very -pretty one 
at Ghana, about 4 or 5 feet tali, with clusters of yellow 
candle like looking flowers in groups of throe or four at some levels and 
five or six at other places, I think it may have figures in 
one of the pictures in which the artist was in the fore-ground 
and Lestan further b a ck, Anyhoooo, they are pretty and I 
a nticipate trying my hand at some more this year if v 

and when it warms up a little, 

* • ' ’ J • -• • • 

Everybody was mildly surprised today when le pere Antoine, clean out of 
Tulsa, appeared unannounced. In summer of last year, he haunted the 
post office, hoping mightily he would get a transfer to some 
city, since he couldn't svand the boredom 

of the country. Eventually the transfer came, naming him to 
Tuls a where his old Polish friend, ^atherVroble, has 
a church. Great was the delight of le pere Antoine 

and he could shake the dust of Cane A fuar off his feet fast enough, I 
' guess that was September and then he surprised everybody in mid October 
by suddenly putting in an appearance b a ok here at the time of the Fair, 

He has returned several times since then and he declared today that he doesn 

. 

\ k ' , vo vt sagmr o am tioQWQi ciy tm> ^ _ 

3^ . C 

$ V.-4^ • j 1 ^ tSi £ 
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like city life and wiahes he might return to the country. Like this or 
that other person we know, he really doesn't know what he wants except 
that it is always something different from what he 
chances to be possessed of at any given moment, 

The a ir continues tense across the fence. The lady 
w a nted a read of brick running from the cattle gap to her house, Several 
, laborers have been at work preparing things for same a nd this morning 

they took my two helpers to haul brick from town to 

round out the required materials before beginning the actual construction 
this a fternoon, J, U, went to town right after 

dinner and the workmen started their labors but the lady, catching sight 

of the briok to be used, abruptly halted the work, told all the workmen 

to go away and, jumping into her oar, raced to town to 

denounce her husband. She never could t rack him down, however, 

and so I assume bricks are flying aoross the fenoe at t 

a great rate tonight, —a restful way of life for a nan 

requiring as much absence of tension as possible, 

v.HUt *v;M s • > • a.Sto «i S J 3 -=• \3 

James spent the day at th$ camp and passed thisw a y while we were 
at supper where he joined us at table but did not partake as he 
and Kay w ere going out to dinner. He came over here for an hour or so 
after we had folded up at the big house. He said Kay seems 
in good humor and is interested in making plans for her new house 
in Pecane Park, I find it depressing .to contemplate oases wherein the 
individual» possessed of money, is bereft of any s enee, of 
"grandesa" but just so long as anybody is getting t 

what suits him, I can't think why I should complain ,• 

: t ‘ t fa »•; »‘a v* ’* at- 

I had a flock of people this afternoon, nr.» and Mrs * Agualera from tou 
with people from Kentuckywhom Celeste had intended entertaining 
before her sudden flight into town. Some of Ada Jack Carver Snell’s folks 
on the docket for Thursday and some other people for the 
morrow, all of which combine to pretty well gum-up 
my efforts in other lines of ende a vor, Fortunately, 
the d ay a are growing longer, giving me a measure of quiet 
in the post dawning — ante dusk departments and 
thus the wheels turn regardless And birthdays are 
in the offing at Lyme and I find myself wondering how festivites 
are shaping up as l hold the though the impending weekend maybe 
ever so pleasant in that quarter •••••• 
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Wednesday, March 88th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

, Fair, and, 1 am pleased to say, a little warmer, 

I m hoping to do a little planting on the morrow if 
the thermometer doesn't sag again. 

The merry-go-round contiues to whirl and 
I find myself as always, —understanding mighty little, 

I had been promised a helper or two for this 
morning but instead of giving me a hand, they came 
only to report that they had been delegated to do some¬ 
thing ^bout the rejected brick.of yesterday and off they went. 
They did return at noon for a d a b of afternoon l a bor but 
only a d a b, Somewhere in the brick scuffle, they c a ught up 
with some fire water and while they weren t high as kites, 
they were too w a pey to see a straight row and stick to it. 
Perhaps 1 shall have better luck on the morrow. 

When dropping across the fenoe for 9 o’clock coffee, 
the servent reported her mistress had gone to churoh and 
would be back by 10:60 and that she had expressed the 
hope I might drop in at that time and h a ve another 
round of the brew with her, ju a nit a s A, and B, a nd Jenny Cohen, 

I demurred, however, saying I had to see a man about a tree or 
something equally inane* 

J, H, left early this morning by car forJjatonRouge 
on some sort of R, E, A business, it was said, I 
suppose he will pe*jtrn % tonight. Tomorrow his wife 
gives a cocktail party sometime in the afternoon, I shall 
have to see another man a bout a tree. Smile, 

Too more town's people, one a friend of his, one of 
hers, called me today to ask how, in probably different ways, 
this couple could be slowed down, I explained I had 
known them only some twenty odd years, —exceedingly odd, come to 
think of it, gnd therefore I didn t know the 
answer to the question, 

s t : ■ 6 • ’ ■ ’ ■ • 
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Thurad#, Uaroh 89th, 1968. 


fames came to the oamp today but I did not aee him. He 
h$d mentioned last ^night that he expeoted to'■‘bring Kay down 
to see the place this afternoon but she didn't appear, it 
is said. As she has.never seen it, she 
probably has been urged to make a round if for no other 
reason than to observe what it looks like, now that 
t her husband has put it in order* I assume he 
expected her to make a round since it is said he didn't 
put in an appeqranoe down this way until considerably 
-after noon but perhaps yesterday' s 
plans had to be changed. Uy guess is that 
the wife will probably receive little more interest from 
the husband in the formulation and carrying»out 
K 0 / the building plans in Peoan Park than the 
. wife is showing in regard to the camp, I haven't 

a doubt .both parties know exactly what is best for the 

other to do and I am certainly glad I 

am not consulted in advanoe about any of the positions 

taken by the one or the other for I am quite 

inoap~ble of comprehending the pattern which is being follwoed 

and thus so far with a measure of satisfaction apparantlu to 

each. . * 

t w •: i' t i; ’ . '. r ' • • 

I haven't heard from S, Willard in a couple of days. 

I had in mind to call her last night but changed 
my intention to call when James mentioned 
that in the spot check being made at 'random 
across the country on Income ''Ta$ I. S,W. had 
been notified her 1959 return would be 
examined which, one assumes, would ■' 

put anybody into something of a tiaay a nd I thought 
it rather better to allow the lady every opportunity 
to concentrate on birds nests of former years without 
being distracted by 'phone calls. 
i r . -- , 

1 w a s glad to see Zelma this morning. iShecame to inquire 
about the health of the geese and to ask if Louella might be 
studying a bout settin', Zelma says she has 80 eggs 
bur her goose tan t dreaming a bout motherhood and so 
she is casting a bout to see if all lady geese are in the same 
frame of mind and, so far as I know, they are,**,,,,,,,. 


1U 


Memorandum: 


8 A 1 
U.iVi i! 
tilt \ j 


Pleasantly warm with pleasantly partial shadows to 
assist the breese in keeping the warmth just right,, 

*™P h Vsic a lly tired tonight and shall prob a bly 
hear little news because of sleep, having lost the usual news broad¬ 
casts following supper, 

- • t- s , ). 

+n m °PPWr#d «• a surprise today, j believe she plans 

to maintain a visitation of a few days. 

I had rounded up several hundred onion sets for the 
(mana garden today f m a king a n especial effort 
to get the wets as yesterday, although a little high . 

*ug„£>ou was dying to plant something on the morrow. *ith 
the dawn s early light . however, Fug a bou, although capable 
of making coffee, wasn t feel well enough to do other 
than go to consult a doctor in town a bout a strained b a ok. 
he doctor, however, found ugabou too drunk to get anywhere with 
an examination and so he will probably go b a ok to town on the 
morrow. m hue, since he w a s absent, 1 set out the onions and tomorrow 
J- snail probably also be without his services for one reason or 
cji other ranging anywhere as between ia* bottles to brioks. 

it.' "V * 

I Was weary at supper and left th place, determined to 
nosey home and, after listening to the news, plungM through a 
not bath a nd then jump into bed . I got the news turned on just 
as ames appeared. He aid dK a y was in the car and he had come in 
to ask if I would receive a caller, in view of the 
presence of other guests around and about. I would. And 
so they both came over and remained until after dark. It 
was today's visit to the oamp that Kay ogot her firat 

. r '• - - -< ( .'s 

.V« • * -\ • i - :. 
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Friday, March 30th, 2968. 


look a t the place, She couldn't wait to tell he 

how delighted ehe ie with it and with what enthueiaem 

she is looking forward to spending a lot of time there, 

I am glad to Janes' sake that she expressed delight with it for 
that must go far in compensating him for all the labor he has 
put into it,, They invited me to dine with the in town 
on Sunday ngiht and I accepted, 

v*. •: •••-. . . ui i byi; x uiL-biSvn' 1 

If I oan round up a copy,of the front page of 
today 8 ftathicothes t‘imes, I shall send • 
it along, There is a front page editorial by 0 harles in 
a box, blasting away at Mr, Walker and the whole 
thing is coached in intemperate language and does not a 
bit of credit to Charles, I shall advise the Walkers not to reply to it 
but I know not if my uninvited advice will be either welcomed o accepted, 

V . , i: 4 -•.<•&* - Ui t - <. >■*: *U • • • 

I laughed in my beard this morning when Carmen called to confide in 
me that the Walkers had entertained for Margaret Dixon 
last Saturday night, She complained that she had 
known Margaret Dixon longer th a n the wallers had and 
therefore she was amased the Walkers didn’t invite her to the party, 

This is the first time I had ever heard that because ^Somebody * 
knew someone longer than a person giving a party for same that 
automatically the oldest acquaintance should be invited, * 

I d dn'task Carmen how maiy times she had invited the Walkers 

to he,r home whether they had known lenger or shorter any guests she 

might be entertaining but I see no point in enterting 

into that feud, I\ is rather surprising that The^nterprise did 

not mention the Dixoji visit while THeTimes reported in a front 

Pago item that the lady had been, to Melrose to interview me with 

a view to doing a story on me, I oan't imagine how the 

Times got hold of that but assume it must have come from sow« leak at 

the Enterprise office „ 

, . • -:u sco or • v -> c e ‘ 

Well, so the pot bubbles and so I am about to 
knock off a couple of letters and then flatten out against 
tomorrow’s high jinks, whatever they may be,,,,,,,, 


it’d 1!04“0»8 slduXo »i' «<J 8" 

ton 1 b».o vo miii •• - ».i' i» e i •••g-' 

Memorandumt 

cxuj a ' nr* c t.» 

Cloudy, warm and humid, .. 

Haturally my .thoughts have been especially 
flowing in the direction of Lyme and how things were 
shaping up for natal day festivities, I began the concentration 
by casting a bout for wepther reports concerning wh a t was f r- 
cast but while I got several stations touching on various . 
doings in the area, I never could tr a ck down any account 
of atmospheric conditions , ... 

. . r.'o , a ■. •; -t < > I'M • ' >l.. • • 

I was particularly delighted to find an air m a il from 
little flies Lee in the morning post but I am extend ng 
the pleasure of exploring its contents through the morrow <. 
when, it is hoped, there will be a departure that will enable 
everyone, including the secretaries, to return to some sort of a routine 
that inevit a bly gets thrown off the track whenever a whirl¬ 
wind bestirs the local setting. And 

thus it is that within my heart today, 1 h a ve observed a natal day and 

on the morrow, I hope, 1 shall be able to do so a ll over again, 

through the medium of today's message which I shall be able 

to absorb on the morrow, . (t goes without saying 

that I hgve been holding the thought all day 

that there have been no end of the measures of pleasures 

that h a vebeen little Miss Lee's d 1 around the clock 

and that the new year unfolding will K be among the happier 

thus far, 0£ •< 'e I . o 

:• - '• • ' ‘ t 

I had an opportunity to concentrate more than usual on. 
aspects of happiness I w a s wishing for others since today 
was comparatively quiet and, for the most 
part, I was unencumbered by people • I could have 
buc ei'oibofr sea 1 

r msfr.' D !»d tl 

Hi : i" ' • . 


1 
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made use of some hilpers in the vegetable section but 
Fugabou is still remaining at home and I was not 

anxious topush planting with assistance from other quarters reguirina 
a stack of instruction in the simple process of getting seeds into 
"one good earth,, . 

James was at the oamp but I did not see him, He had 
offered to buy some more onion sets for me in town and had 
sent them over to me this morning, Uy agents reported hex 
left the camp fairly early in the afternoon, I 
assume I, S,"illard is not in town and perhaps Kay 
and James decided on doing things togetherin undertakings 
that I, S, W, might h a ue substituted for- James, had the 
lady been about, I think whenever possible, the girls 

?r* at Pleasure in getting together to disucss their mutual problems in 
domestio matters, what would be fetching by way of garments, etc,, 
etc,, and ± think James is inclined to be rather indifferent to 
wttsre such a s building sites, housing plans and. so on so < 
that the delights the two girls, get in going into 
such matters receives the heartiest blessings on the part of 
the husband, . „ 

I ms enormously impressed this afternoon 
when going to the store I saw a oouple of houses moving up 

™ direc , ti ? n °{ the bridge, .It seems somebody had purchased 
a coupie of fairly good st.se houses down toward Alexandria, had 
picked them up on trucks and were moving them somewhere up 
the road in the direction of Bermuda, The trucks were escorted by 
police cars, directing traffio, which must have been 
quite a job on busy Highway Ho, 1 //r some 30 
»<I«8 or so before they turned off on to the Montrose - elrose 
highway,. The houses were so wide they not only 
spread more than the wideth of the highway but also 
burshed against great limbs of pecan trees They were 

®^ uotur f® t0 bo °* made negotiating electric and 'phone 

wires a problem. It was all wonderful and tedious and F 

inspired me to wonder what next will be attempted • But I 
mist break off at this point, continuing my telephy in the 
direction of Lyme . * 


11704 
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Sunday,April 1st, 196S, 

V> h* 

ui ’u. .U'.iin S' t sA \,o 15. 

* 

0 * 0 -)t> it 9^ 0 i 1 i \0 c' 


It i 

.14 \,0 t 


Memorandum: 


T 5> 


i <j n ■ 


Fail and chtlly,- 

* 

... weekend has been the happier, •thanks to the dandy letter 
with enclosures received on little Miss Lee’s birthday. 

It i t s nice to know the n n tal d a y gift arriving last week 
turned out tothe. liking of the recipient and I know 

Natalie is a s pleased as am I that her choice truned the 
trick so naatly, 

T 

... * am 80 Qlad you mentioned thexinnia seeds for T always 

like to keep abreast with the flow of mail and my failure 
to mention their receipt would naturally lead one to suppose 
tney had failed to come through, It goes without saying I 
am at the same time shame-faced and withal a little puxsled 
that the selection from your true hand did, indeed, come 
through in perfect order and-much to my delight, not only because 
I shat 1 always think of little Miss Lee every time I feast 
my on their colors but a lso because there seemed to be 

a afl ° r *oge of ths^ when I made several different attempts to 
round them up in this Parish , t If memory serves, they arrived 
on a day when a secretary did not put in an appearance and 
I wrote a little note to be attached to my memo which I intended 
sending together as soon as I had absorbed the letter, Apparantly 
I failed to attaoh the note or possibly I have it among some 
other papers in my^folio that will require the further assistance of 
a secretary to help in going through, -Be that as it may, 
may I at this be-lated moment say how happy I am to hrve the 
generous assortment of seeds, so doubly precious because of their 
origin and bec a use I wanted some very much for my central circle at 
Ghana which would have been without them, had little Miss 
Lee, a* always, anticipated everything, 

*ha1( a business it was, having to oast about so widely to 
find somebody to use the extra ticket for the new 
Rogers musical, I am so appreciative of your » 

kindness .in giving me your personal impressions and for 
sending the New Yorklimes review whioh gives me an 
understanding of full particulars oovering this presentation, I 
dfi always so glad to be able to keep abreast with what goes on in the 
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The weekend, aa Thursday through Saturday, was 
the usual fandango, always present.when Shreveport puts in 
an appearance. Of the varied manifestations of 
lightness in the head, one case is sufficient to cite 
by way of illustration, A little after 7 snSaturday morning. 

Sister 'phoned Dan s house in town, insisting 

Dan and wife and three or four children come down for 

dinner, Dan said he wouldn't come but his ife, 

•June, said she and the children would. Sister reported 
immediately that none of those invited would come, Ihen, a s 
we assembled to break bread. Tune and children appeared. 

The cook apologised for having to re-s^t the t a ble, saying that had 
she known anyone was coming, she would have 

been better prepared. Junes said that she had told Sister that 
she and the children would come. Sister said that while 
June porb a bly did say so, nobody could tell if she would 
or not and so she had told the cook they wouldn't. Sister 
depa ted in the a f ter noon and that was that. 

Celeste learned a nephew of the J. ?ra.tts,~ 
di interior decorator out of Shreveport, would be visiting them 
today. She thought it an excellent time to hook him to 
give suggestions for some upholstry and so invited the Pratts to bring 
him down this afternoon and at the same time, asked me if I 
would take the Pratts off her hands while she went into 
the business with the decorator, - They were late in 
arriving and Tames was here to pick me up to take me to 
the camp-where Kay was waiting. *ut the program went 
along alright and although the Pratts were 
difficult to detatch from Yucca, they finally got 
started, whereupon James and I proceeded to the camp and 
thence to town where we dined,,James and Kay brtnging me home 
a little after 9. 

pte editorial I mentioned which Charles wrote is 
enclosed. It is a piece of soolding rather than 
an editorial and its inuendo, h a lf thrth, falseness map 
be apparant, perhaps, qven if one knows nothing n bout 
thepoint of the whole thing which is the attempt on 
the part of Charles to try to discredit the Walkers. 

As he nterprise did not mention the visit of 
Margaret Uixon, it is interesting that Charles put it 
on the front page of^his paper. t t 

It is obviously gomfrto frost tonight and so, immediately 
on my return from town, although it was rather 
dark, I covered some of the more tender plants and took kinside 
some of the potted plants before I oailed it a day. 

I shall be enchanted to learn how little Miss Leee's 

natal day was observed and withal happily, I hold the thought... 

■ t ' i •»« ! - ;"V • ■ L ■ r i. 


is y \ ^ 

IS 


:Uo3 




Monday, April 2nd, 


1962. 


i . - • ’ tw s.m a? -Ic-.j. . a. 

Memorandum • 

i ,f • « • i — t *• • 

Cearl and on the cool side with a heavy frost 
this morning that certainly flattened vegetables and plants 
of this year's creation. 


I found a measure of pleasure over the -coffee cups so 
far as mine hostess was concerned. She is planning doing the house 
over and declares she has given up all thoughfof 
a grand tour for this season. I can't imagine to whom she 
has been listening but somebody seems to have persuaded 
that traveling with ZO people isn't all that it's cracked up to 
be. She explains that she really couldn't go by herself as that 
would be too lonely but she doesn't want to go with 30. 

She went with 30 or more last time and everything was darling. 

Besides, the summer isn't over as yet. 

'-By dint of no end of doings, I finally extract d the Belle 
canvas although it was quite a job. I have never taken off the 
cardboard wrapping from the pictures that were entrusted to my care in 
1942 and I had no idea which o the several package thus packed 
contained the desired item. I made several tries and hit 
the trong thing although it was right in a way because 
I was glad to see the likeness of &inon Belle, the 16th century 
Court painter which, I believe is a self portrait and quite in 
the style of le dix-uitieme sieole. 


The place w a s in an uproar before I got a ll the stuff 
pulled out and pushed b a ck, re-wrapped as they had a rrived, and 
the desired item singled out and properly rigged up 

to j give to a packer to have the thing boxed in wood prior to shipping. 


I am delihted on two counts to have the thing 
ready to get headed for preparations for its journey to Manhattan, 
for, naturally, T an g2ad to assist the owner and, secondly, I am 
glad to have at least, one of the items on its way fo r 
I assume it is of more value than the other things 

and the elimiantion of at least one thing reduces the spaoe displaced 
and I must say Yucoa has too long bulged at the seams with 
more stuff than I can say graoe over. 
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Aa I turned the page, Natalie called 
She said, she was delighted for the sheer prospect of a trip 

that might never come off but she is at least going to 

h a ve the fun of enjoying thinking about it. 

^he said she had sold a house she maned in Minden and that 

N. B . had half agreed to make a 4 week trip to Europe with 

her in August, —Rome, Athens, Vienna, Paris and London, not 
to mention a stop over of a few days in Lyme on her return 
to compare notes with little Miss Lee. She mentioned 
having had a dlightful letter from little Mias ' 

Lee and she seemed so pleased that the gift from the girls had 

turned out alright. »he said she would let me 

know further as to how plans for the trip, if any, jelled. 

artist called as I was penning the _bove with 
nothing in particular to s a y but merely an impulse 
to ohat. In response to my inquiry as to whether she 
had seen M r . Pipes today, she she 

ponders j>o "study a bout n and then, a f ter mature reflection 
8td ted 

"I sur * ain't never done saw him tod a y. n 

I have always liked the, way she handles the past 
tense of see, —"never had done saw" being 
a phrase she employs so frequently and one that Pa was 
always trying to correct her about but which he never 
has been able to make a dent in her mode of 
expression * praise the Lord. 

fugabou came to see me today. He is s till too 
troubled by a "misery" in his b^ck to work. If he would 
i-eave the bottle alone a little more, the p§ck might improve 
a little faster perhaps. His brother-in-law, Atmas, 
one time helper of the artist, and blade artist at carving 
up his brother a week ago, g a ve me a hand in finishing 
setting out the few thousand onions that remained to put in 
the ground to complete the onion motif in the«h a na garden. 

I was glad to get that department taken care of even though 
I m not planting a nything by way of seeds until after 
the frosts apear to have run their course. I must 
*” ock . a °°lumn before folding up my beard and I guess 
it might as well be about planting sinoe I don't seem 
to have anything in particular to write a bout, at 
least anything else, such go prelates and politicians 
fighting over school polioy in New rleans, which I shall let 
simmer along for a while before I take a cr a ck at same . 


Tuesday, April 3rd, 1968. 


’femorandum : * t ;{! 

Fair and still somewhat on the chilly side. 

Fits ad starts and stops and fits anc \ starts all 
overagain and more stops seemed to characterise my 
entire 'day which ended up with me being not very satisfied 
with what had not be accomplished. I did get some mustard 
planted, however, and a dab of gardening although the 
unexpected gaps that developed along the way left me 
.feeling in no w a y satisfied. 

In tonight [s news I w a s interested in 
listening to a report by the^hidrman of the Communications Commission 
or some such who in a pseech provided copy for tomorrow's 
Sppers by pointing out that radio during the past year 
had developed the habit of h a ving the announcers do 
too much whistling, screaming and shouting at listeners 
in their commericals in their frantic effort to buttonhole 
prospective customers. A while b a ok I had written 
a no-acoount Cane a iver Memo under some such title 
as Hews With Noise in which I, too, complained 
a bout all the racket the news caster inject into their 
programs and as this column will appear on the day following 
the Federal Commissioner's criticism, the co-incidenoe 
seems a happy ine in conveying the impression that 
the column may have been inspired by the Commissioner although in 
fact it was . written weeks before the aforesaid gent 
sounded off. 

James dropped in to 3ee me this a fternoon. He 
said Kay hadn't slept muoh either Sunday or Monday 
night. He said she, and he aren't seeing eye to eye 
about either the location or the building of 
the new Natchitoches home. It is interesting 
as a side light that Qpustn Arthur who owned the four lots Kay 

, 

.I’ ’ aa "ttiou , i‘ 34a. io> a eu»'» 

. t a a > a e c' 


c 
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purchased jumped the price a thousand dollars on them 
when he learned the financial s tending of the prospective 
buyer, Janes wants to continue living in the 
rented house, As he has done all the work in the New Orleans 
Baton Rouge, Natchitoches moving, he is in 
no hurry to undertake another one right away • Kay, on 
the othev hand, anxious to get a larger establishment and 
h a ve Aunt*illie cone and stay with them, which Aunt Willie 
will never do, is determined to begin building forthwith and 
James says she simply hasn't the energy to 
put into such an undertaking at the present time • e 
feels, and with a measure of justice, I believe, that 
he searched all over the Parish for sites and houses 
he thought Kay would like and took her to see them 
all and all of them she rejected and he aooepted the re¬ 
jection without a murmur, Then, iwthout consulting 
his wishes, she hits on a treeless site, purchases same 
without consulting him and proceeds to make plans 
for uilding without taking his desires into aocount, 

In short, there is disquietude in thier menage at 
the moment and how it will pan out is anybody's 
guess, Without ever draming a bout itf. the 
person holding the purse strings seems to expect 
to call the tunes and obviously i» surprised when 
the party of the seoond part doesn't slide right iirto 
the great waits, , * 

•y 4 • , \ t : $ * • ' • . % P| ,, < l . •- • . 

I didn t sip ooffee this morning, 
what with my neighbor being in town in the morning and in 
Alexandria in the fternoon, 

Among the afternoon interruptors was Ur, 

Nardini who passed this way to ask my assistance 

in an article he wants to do for a newspaper about 

the Saste.r Sunday riots at Colfax in 183, April 13th, 

in which the cannon in the Uelrose garden of today figured 

back three quarters of a century ago • I was 

glad to ive him a quantity of data but I have 

my doubts if the article ever eees the light of print,— 

in the^hreveport Times, at least • If 

Natalie is as smart as I think she is, she will 

be keeping quiet her plans for a grand tour and 

thus avoid getting a volonteer to swell the 

party to a threesome , And so the world 

jogs along and so I must get busy and do some desk work ••••• 


Wednesday, April 4th, 1968, 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy a nd slightly less chilly but still too 
"air-i8h n for April in this clime • 

One of my difficulties in making adequate 
use of unskilled labor, sent by the merchent-planter 

to give me a hand at gardening stems from the faot that the aforesaid 
planter knQws nothing and cares less about what goes on 
in the garden but, naturally enough as an administrator of 
labor, is primarily concerned about giving as many people during 
a week as much to do as possible when, in reality, there 
is nothing in particular in the field operations for them to do, The 
result is that Monday T got Atmos to lend me a hand in the 
vegetable garden, on T esday there was August, this morning it was 
Murphy and the identity of tomorrow's helper, if 0 ny, will 
be determined by sheer ohanoe at dawning and not by a ny 
horticultural gift or training the individual may have had. Some¬ 
times nobody shows up, other times half a dozen are turned over to me and 
my problem is to try to keep the person or persons appearing from 
ruining with a hoe what another the day before lias accomplished, 

There was another hazard to the vegetable section this afternooon,an 
one that has occurred too frequently of late, —a bunch of 
porkers from somewhere down the road, invading the newly turned soil 
a nd making ducks, and-drakes of my fine efforts in accomplishing something 
by w a y ofr a ising stuff in some sort of a » orderly fashion • 

One of these days Fugabou may give up the bottle 
for a while and although he may not be a hie to do much work himself, 
he may, perhaps, be able .to keep his eye on the work of others 
by w a y of guidanoe and on the porkers by way of keeping them 
on the far side of the fence, 

'• 

Sister Frances Jerome 'phoned this evening or this afternoon, 
around 3:30 or 4, She said she was just back from 

San Antonio and had in mind passing this way, should I chanced to be 
free, I didn't so chance to be but my. agents had reported 
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James to be at his camp and as those two had never met, I thought 
the time ideal for Sister Frances Jerome to call 
on him unannounced which, later, my agents 
reported she did and I have no doubt they both had 
an enjoyable conference as both are interested in many 
a parallel problem in human relations and so on, 

James did not stop here when he left the oamp. Perhaps 
he will phone later about his chat with the nun although he may 
relate his impressions on that score at 3ome subsequent sitting 
. as Fay is somewhat inclined to be a little prejudiced against 
priests and nuns, * believe. The Walkers 
have been incited to dine at the hotel tomorrow night 
with theRegisters ha Walkers will like the pea soup 
which is on the menu but I doubt if they will have much 
,to say in f a vor of the chicken dumplin's which 
I imagine they will be inclined to find somewhat flat but none 
of that will be my problem as I am not 
. attending • 

Today's po3t was rather meager and a sample of 
its inane quality may be found in the enclosure 

A0111' ' i H .4 ou 0" 

As for my own efforts in correspondence, I was somewhat surprised 
at myself when, after our little chit-chat, I dove into 
the business of knock ng off letters and ended up with 
a round dozen of same before calling it quits, I didn't 
get around to pen one %to the boy friend, however, and there is no rush 
* about that, although I shall probably getxround 

to attending to that later tonight, I am so 

glad that I have his picture ready for the carpenter to fhasion a box 
and nail same up in with a view to getting it out of the w a y as soon 
a s poMsibleu of the name Walker reminds me of the General 
» b U that name who made such a wacky witness in today's 

Senate hearing All his fulminations 
about Kennedy communism seem to have fizzled out to 
nobody's surprise,,,,,,,. 
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Thursday, A pr a 5 th, 1962. 


Memorandum• 

Cool with sprinkley weather all day, sufficient to 
keep one from working in the open but insufficient 
to give the earth much more than half an inch of moisture. 

Natalie oalled tonight to say that she and 
R. B. are indeed going to do a whiz around Europe during 
August. They plan to fly to Rome on the 4th and get b a ck in New York 
oji&eptember 4th where they will probably Unger for a day or two and 
so get b a ck for school by the 18th of 0 petember, 

She said her daughter, Ann, h a d been trying to re a oh me for 
several days by 'phone but without any sucoess. I have 
given d a ughter a few dozen rings this evening but always 
get a busy signal • T shall try a few times more between 
paragraphs and see if I can break through Ann's talk-a-thon. 

Well, I finally got a call through to Ann. She said 
, she had just discovered that one of her offspring who likes to 
play with the telephone, had lefft it off the reoeiver. 

What she wanted to talk about, of course, was the bringing a flock 
of young lawyers' wives down here a couple 
of Saturdays hence. I told her frankly I 
could tell more about that ,two weeks hence. 

She apparently hadn't heard that R. B. is going with 
his wife on the Grand 1 our and T didn't say anything 
about it when she speculated on the point. 

I asked her about Mrs. Combs for nowAnn is with, 
theWelfare department which rs. Combs had to leave because 
of illness. It seems dather remarkable that 
Mrs. Combs some time back consulted a , couple of 
physicians to express the opinion that she was mentally ill 
and asked to be committted to a hospital for treatment 
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Friday, April 6th, 2968. 

• 1 t • t 


of such maladies . Ihe request was granted and she was away for 

some weeks or months but is back home again now but no longer 

with the Welfare Department . TheCombs residence must be Bleak House 

because of the lack of harmony as between wife and husband and the 

shortage of money when the younger son wants to go to college and 

dqctor bills for the parents have eaten up all 

the funds • As for Ann, she is delighted with her 

Welfare work and, in spite of a cold, is imp a ntient 

for each new morn to roll 'round so she c a n get p a ck to it • 

How her several children are growing up under the care of 
a colored servent, only the colored servent prob a bly knows • 


I did not hear from the Registers today and James did not get 
down to the camp . •‘■onight they are entertaining 
theWalkers and I'm gladthere will be people to dine together 
since it is to be hoped that may lessen the marital tension momentarily 
h at least while everyone dons company manners • 

A day or, two ago there was an exhibtion on the 
lawn in front of *ucca that was at once unique and hilarious • 

Along, about 4 in the afternoon one af the peacocks decided 

he wanted tospread his fan and go through the 

usual performances he likes to indulge in 

around 9 or 10 in the morning and between* 4 and 5 

in theafternoon almost every day • A gray squirrel chanced to 

be perched on the big old su or pot at the time and when 

the peaoock started a aking out the great fan and getting 

it elevated, thd squirrel jumped down from 

the pot andambled along the greensward until he was about 4 feet 

from the bird • Then, keeping a sharp eye on the 

peacock, the squirrel copied the latter s doings by 

sticking his own tail straight up in the air and bushed the hairs 

out to produce a maximum of expanse • Still eyeing the 

peacock with attention, the squirrel would w a g his tail back and forth 

and partially turn his own body with every movement of 

the birds and the resulting mimicry was 

really wonderful andas good comedy as I have witness in many a 
long moon • After 10 minutes, the whole showc ame to 
an abrupt halt when somebody came to see me and the squirrel 
ran up the old magnolia and the peacock took to the lower 
branches, unable, I reckon, to keep up 
with his little furred imitator •••••• 


L'emo rand urn; 

Ik A • • I • 1 *1 ,1 , •* t\ \ , I y I A L' , *0* 

Still cool and still cloudy • 

Just as I wrote the a bove .date--line, the Registers called, 
asking me to go with them through some forest or other around here 
to view the dogwood blossoms on Sunday• I declined with thanks but 
opined it would be pretty to go almost any time, without or with dogwood fei 
* n 9» f°r it is said the forest is always pretty and 
I» selfishly, will see as much in deep summer of dogwood from a 
distranoe as I would in April • 


• > > -. .•« 

I talked with both James and Kay and they both sounded 
h aPPy as clams • Ihey both said they had had such a pleasant 
evening with the Walkers and the Walker report on the evening 
was equally favorable • I had heard what James was 
ordering, —and I heard from Mrs . Walker 

today what he had ordered and I thought the pea soup would be grand 

but I had my doubts about the chicken dumplin’s for 

those I have had from the hotel restaurant have tended to 

be a little on the flat side« ut it seemed they turned out 

nicely as did the salade, —I hope not ffhicken salade, 

and the pecan pie was said to be quite or quite as pecan pie should 

be and so everybody was pleased about the whie business • I 

shall dine with the Registers on Sunday night • 

• • 

_ The plantat ion wasn't working much today and so I got 
*ug a bou andAtmos, both of whom have long been itching 
to do some planting , Accordingly I put t hem to work 
planting, —not vegetables, however • 

On tAs contrary, I set them to work putting gourd seeds into the ground 

and they were as pleased with that a s w they would h a ve been 

with vegetable seeds • I have the vegetable seeds 

but I m not dreaming of dropping them into the 

9 round until it gets warmer . A a for gourd seeds, I have tons 

of them and if the present chilliness knocks out today's efforts, 

there will be a *ple supplies to draw on for another round or two • 
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Sunday, April 8th, 1962. 


In aiticipation of vegetable planting, however, 

1 got busy th is a fternoon and caugh several banties I w anted to 
eliminate before they discover the Ghana garden and learn there 
is something worth soracthing for in that quarter, I only 
want a few banties anyway, --Mrs. Murg a troyd, Mr, Hymen 

on h * 11*1* ond I know several people whose weekend 

be . ,*»« happier because of the pairs o b a nties 
they will be tending and the season is such as to enable 
people receiving their respective pairs to raise a < 

flock of little ones. And so I considered the 
rounding up of my feathered neighbors an excellent stroke since 
my friends were getting what they liked and I was 
getting rid of just the super-abundance I didn't need. 


■lu 


My 9 o lock coffee partner brought up Hew Iberia today, 

I was hoping she had forgotten same, I shall try pushing it b a ck a 
2 f ^ urt Jf r o» the theory she . may eventually forget it altogehter, 
March was the magical month for the trip, it was felt last 
autumn but some how aroh got up and away before 
anyone remembered and now I am holding the thought that 
many another month may slide along before anyone thinks of 
it again, . _ t v 

■7• - v I' ' »• - < D 

Returning to the^egister conversation, in my chat with 
Janes, I mentioned, that Kay had just asked me if I 
had heard from I, 8,Willard, saying she had tried to reach 
her by long distance in Baton*ouge and couple of time but 
had just missed her in in each instance. James, said 
he thought he had seen her car in front of her house 
la8t evening, I asked what about suggesting she -- •. 
dine with us on^unday night but James said he felt we three 
would probably hit it off more neatly since, after a 
week s absence from town, there would be 
so many Robin Hood barns to go around 

T\liU C hl Ve h rSaP ° n tf : at di "" er Mi9ht 9et loat in doings,. 

'Ufht* ? P lt nt °? d 4t V 11 be JU8t Ptrf'c* V the two ladies 

t can hit it off by themselves at a private session 

and nobody will even have to think about bread-breaking . 


Memorandum : 

Fair aild cloudy about half and half and 
continued cool during most of the weekend but 
tonight the clouds have vanished and the coolness 
increases into the 40’s. 

Sister and her contingent fromShreveport 
put in an appearance in the afternoon. 

She seemed to be on exceptionally good behavoir and 
as things progressed, I began wondering if the 
companyy manners were being displayed for the 
benefit of a certain Mr. Galoway, or some such name who 
figured along with the 8 or 10 other people, 

Mr. Galoway had to be singled out to accompany 
the lady on little side excursions to see how some particular 
plant or what not might be doing of behind 
this or that building and before the posse left, Mr. 

Galoway had to go to the store withSister to speak to J. H. 

In short, I felt intuitively that Romance was 
budding and may the Lord help the afore¬ 
said Galoway, 

James came a few minutes after they had left, bringing 
a fme bottle of port from whose presence, may and bottle, I 
need to draw strength. Perhaps 20 minutes after 
we had started to revive ourselves, I had to 
answer the 'phone. It was Sister calling from 
somewhere, a sking if I would do another tour onSunday 
for other people she knew who weren’t., ble 
to make it Saturday, That was easy since she was not 
to a ppear with them and, indeed, did not. 

\ o * - .1 

On Sunday j fternoon I as glad to 
see Luther Harrison, after the Wenk assortment had 
departed. Luther is B. Randolph's brother and 
we had a chance to chat a little a 6out how James had 
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secured the local camp before B. andGordon Randolph had been able 

to apply for same, Luther had another sister with him and 

we made a little go-round, during which we encountered 

Janes and it was all uer pleasant talking a bout 

things in general andHiecamp in particular. After Luther and 

sister had left, James and I went over to the amp where Kaywas 

waiting for us and the three of use drove to town for 3 upper, 

u it seemed to me J vaguely sensed some thing burninq 

but attributed it to some thing 'in the culinary 

section. Well, to make a long 

story endless, when we returned to the car and were about to 
take off, I asked- James to hold everything until 1 could 
descend in the open and discover what kind of 
a strange bug was biting me about the ankle and loL 
I d ^®cou«red that about 3 inches of the cuff and the same extent 
pant itself had burned away from a cigarette that must have 
seen tossed- from a car as, on our wayacross the street to 
the hotel for dinner, we had had to wait until traffic 
stopped. By one chance in a billion, the 
lighted cigarette must have landed in the cuff and been 
smoldering all during supper, subdued withall, 
and. that was the end of that section of my pants. 


of th 





talkers called tonight to report on a'weekend spent 
in press conferences'in Alexandria. They gave som interest¬ 
ing figures about economic aspects in Natchitoches Parish 
where bank assets have dwindled from 20 to 16 millions lately 
population is dwindling, too and in a recent draft call 
o 30 men, 28 were found to be living in California, 

Illionois and so on, I laughed when one day last week, some 

race bigot offered a free bus ride to any codlored people 

who wanted to migrate to Chicago whili a t the same 

time a group of Uississippi a nd Alabama ladies 

were wringing their hands because they couldn't find 

any oolored help to run their menagds. 

. t ' 


he 




•• ‘j'trcucpo rv people 8 zour, state 

a new tale about the artist that was astonishing, 

ff0U8e mural ' 8 » the People were told by 
Sister that when the artist started ouf painting, she had 
no brushes and so she, the artist, pulled out some of her 
hair t and made same. For Sister s information, the artist 
hasn t had d» y hair for the last 40 yyears ....... 


Monday, April 9th, 1962, 


, . — * • ' 1 1 i 

Memorandum: 

— t i rat ' t . c 

^air and al though it was supposed to be chilly, 
it wasn't. When we returning from town last 
night, we could see an electric storm sliding .along toward 
the southeast and I reckon the cold front 
accompanying it, as often happens, slipped off 
ina southeasterly direction without getting down this -way. 

It was so pleasant to find a letter from 
Lyme in today's post. I was enchanted at the opportunity 
to start right in on exploring its contents and 
got as far as the first paragraph when the first interruption 
developed. I started to resume an hour later, only 
to encounter another interruption and from that 
point on .1 ran out of secretaries and so shall have the pleasure 
of resuming the letter on the morrow when 1 remove it from 
thearmoir where it is resting tonight. 

• 

By good luck I escaped the dinner party 
being held aoross the fence tonight. The participants in 
the exican visitation of last month are being entertain 
along with their wives, not to mention one child of 

the J. H, Williamses and one of the Henry Lemoynes, or it must be two oj 
the latter since 11 people in all were, expected to 
grace the boards. I guess one board is enough and 
so the 8 on the word board may well be eliminated. 

The gentlemen present, I am sure, will talk money and the ladies 

will talk parties, I suppose, and what the 

children will talk is up to them. x he . 

hostess did remarks over the 9 o'clock cpffee this 

morning she was hoping to listen to the Hollywood Oscar 

presentations tonight so perhaps the gathering will not 

last too long. I shall probably do what I 

can to tune in on the doings for I like to keep 

up with such business even though the titles of the 

pictures receiving awards are merely titles to me and 

the names of the people receiving them are merely names. 
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...... uuxea jot znis area havina raaea. 

and rain promised for later in the week, 1 made up my 9 J 
mind it was the magical moment to plant some V 

vegetables and some I did, indeed plant, —okra and such like Whii 

hi In* SfjV' ir i9a > • u -'* drii ” tPP'orTd, Tying " 1 

% » d ,,i brought the boss b a ck from town and the latter 
n a e sent him over to bring me some plants, — 
one bunch of tomato plants, one of belle peppar plants. 

I w a a touched by the gesture a nd impressed by 
how little J, H, knows about the qualities needed 

for t, ie h n gar(Jen wflere x sfialJ aet Qut hundreda auch 

lent 16 sinmini* 8 oppoaed to ttie do * 9n or so in the bunch he 
Several years ago, somebody told him 

that a single tomato plant ought to produce enouqh 
tomatoas to satisfy the needs of a single household and somehow 
he has always retained that silly notion. As for theQhana 
garden, it supplies not only two households within the qardens but 
countless others across the plantation, smaller in gardens but 

i ea ri't r ilh ent3 e^ Ut greaUr in the numbers of inhabitants and 
^ u2 f°* e garden whose stooks are ample and not 
dependent on what one measely plant might produce • 

I neither saw nar heard a peep out of the 
Registers today, jhey were expecting to entertain 
Lawyer Brumby a nd 1 suppose his advise would be 
aeked on the final decision as to the purohasm 
of the Pecan Park lots, I shall be curious to 
see how that matter is finally settled but 1 must 
confess / hope he frowns on same and that 
Kay takes his advice, 

„ ma H have noticed in the letter from 

111 year tody's post, the*ocket when last seen 
2* d " J ^Ppear so well or remarked on not having felt up 

he/a litti^nnl 1 ! 0 ' birthda V rolled 'round, I dropped 

tier a little note, congratulating her on her 

anniversary and addressed it to Old Bonita but 

hJT+h ia in 1,exa * or Peru or where but I 

hold the thought her health may not be slipping for 

her 3 h*nl±V 9 t*° r h a0r0 * 9 the fenee > 9he PaU such a strain on 
+1 eal * h a " d 8he oan scarcely afford to permit herself 
to be under the weather m , I a m impatient for the 
me>rrow to resume little Hiss Lee's account of her 

1 trU3t h9ld manv a ple ***nt shaft 


Tuesday, April 10th, 1962, 


Uemorandumt 

Cloudy, warm and breezey with a little sprinkle 
tonight and the report of a tornado or two skipping to 
the north of us on a n east-west line While a racket of static 
going on at such a great rate that I could get only snatches 
of news from any quarter and none at all from most directions, 

it was so aleasant being able to a bsorb the letter 
of little Hiss Lee, as of Friday last past and thus glimpse 
some aspects of how the natal weekend turned out, I am 
sure it was pleasant to be able to compare notes with 
A, and H, regarding summer doings but I can 
readily understand your observation regarding visits 
whose advents h a ve not been proclaimed, Nothing 
gets into my hair more, especially when I h a ve oollapsed 
for a quiet go at things, only to have the peace shattered by 
a» untimely visitation. The iterary planned b)/ 
your guests sounds quite promising and C hold the 
thought little Hiss Lee may be able to realisesome thing 
equally so, 

K * 1 

L, of course, had heard nothing a bout the 
Brentano sale and am indebted for the information for 
one naturally follows the career of such institutions 
with interest, From other reports passed along from time to 
time, I have gathered the•fortunates of that institution 
have gradually gone down during the past decade or two. Let us 
hope the organization may take on a more vigorous existence. 

For as long as I have known of its operations, I have 
always felt there was something basically wrong about 
its entire system that could be remedies if someone with 
capital and imagination took hold of it but 

so far as I know, no such ‘happy combination ever did exert itself 
onits operations, The trade name itself should have been worth a 
million but, so far as I oould ever see, nobody ever made any 
use of that asset I never knew if there was any relation between the 
ew York and Paris house so far as management was concerned but I 
always felt the Paris organization was more sturdy than the 
New York one. 
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. .. Ka V an * Ja * e * ar « entertaining Pat and Juanita B . ' 
at the Country <?2u6 tonight. „ames pruchaaed some 

me toda V> POPP*™, tomatoes and so on. 

I had quite a lot of work to run through with a secretary 

Tel'Vfrid JU8 t a *+ We Were f ini3tl ' n 9 little inos V 

Lee 8 *rid a y letter, I got no further in desk work, ~ut 

I was glad to make the most of the opportunity to 

recommend that the lady be taken to Hot Wells now and 

then, my point be'ing that the adventures 

in the pool, in the massage section and so on might evoke. 

a reaction to be desired. There is a 

general impression by the one closest to her that it is 

She require9 special food a nd especially 

; x V nr x a x u ° ui ° .- 

them be °s U8 e they tend to excite greater 

♦•»djnjy%.°LaroiroSlJSe%S^ t S;j!,<S5 provides* a° re as on* 1 * 2 * 

S°r taking p a in killers whne, it sole times siels' the * ° 

1 , Perhaps more imaginary th a n anything else. 

-v ‘* xx txx.vxz 

s* xxxxTizxzxuy. d ’ ma “ ds ° n •*«- pe ° pu 
5Z&&SZE*** ifcKScniftsr 


Wednesday, April 11th, 1968. 


ifemorandum: 

Cloudy, warm a n dJiqmid. 

We got a h a lf inch of rain last night 
which was just right, and for some inexplicable 
reason, the thermometer lingered on in the 70's 
and then moved up into the AO's today. In the 
Bermuda area the rain measured five or six inches which 
was too much as it tended to convert the 

cotton fields where the new planting has been going on, into 
lakes. t 

While the plantation here w a ited until noon 
before undertaking a ny field operations, I 
was n ble to round up a carpenter of sorts who, finally 
and at long last, began making a box for the 
Belle t picture I was provoked this 
h a dn t been done a week or so ago. Just 
as the job was approaching the finishing line, a 
wire came in from Madison Avenue, asking when the 
picture had been shipped, for I had received the 
consignees address as Mrs. Mary V a ndergrief, 

980 ■ a dison Avenue, —the Park Benet Galleries. 

Teh pressure of the inquiry impelled me to do 

some more prodding and the box was taken to town after 

noon dinner end is, I hope, already 

on its way , 

• TC . oO O' "i & 

At the conclusion of the above paragraph, 

I had to get up to .close the doors and windows for a 
great wind is astir. Somebody d mentioned there 
was a tornado warning for some section of the Parishes 
just above this one, tlhis must be the fringe of the 
thing for there is a vast cannonade going on and 
ever since first dark, the lightening has been so 
constant I could get no news, perhaps three or four 
flashes every second which is rather trying on the eyes 
if one steps out of doors. . 

I have just gotten up a9a*» *o observe 
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what all the racket is a bout, —something like the sound of 

tom-toms coming down the chimney, We are 

having a tremendous hail storm and I find myself wondering 

if thdoaens of tomato and peppar plants set out 

in the last oouple of days are pounded to pulp, 

• 

The racket on the windows on the north side continue 
uninterrupted and just now several gourds must have 
been blown off their hanging strings on the 
front gallery, pl a ying wonderful tatoa'sdwnmmings 
on the south gallery, 

«0 CU ii j : i i » • 

A now a -call has come in from town, Ihe^nterprise 
office reporting a damaging hail storm over the city and inquiring 
if we ever heard of such a thing down this way, We had, 

Although my day was fairly aotive, I shouldn't have 
been a s tired as I was by first dark, had there not been 
so many unimportant t pressures both morning 

and afternoon, People had a w a y of making a n unhappy choice of 

moment t a drop in, endless • phone and 

helper inquiries when I w a s racing against the clock to 

knock off a column under some such title as 

Our Vanishing Neighbor which I wanted to get 

in this morning's p out-going post, etc,, 

etc. But I lost my fatigue a s soon as I had dipped through 

q hot shower and had read a page or two 

before going ahead and rolling up mybathrobe sleeves 

and thus undertake some desk work. It is 

nearly 10 but there is no point Ui attempting to get 

any news on the radio what with the racket 

still rolling so constantly outside. Accordingly I 

shall fall b a ck on the reading machine and get caught up 

with this or that example of literary manifestations that 

may be found conveniently to hand, I hold the 

thought the night may be less thunderous in the 

neighborhood of Lyme,,,,,, • 


Thursday, April 18th, 1968, 


Memorandum: 

Sunny and cool, 

• ' WI. . J • 4 » t *4‘ ’ 9 ■ (< 

Naturally I w a s impatient for .the dawn's early light 
enabling me to explore what and how much last night's 
h a ilstorm had accomplished, I found not 
a single large limb broken, but considerable evidence as to 
poundings received by tender, smaller things. It is 
true that the tender green things, —Leaves and blossoms, 
being put out by the pecane trees were pretty throoughly 
swept from the trees and this will probably have some effect on 
this year s crop. Some of the tomato and peppar plants set out 
in the afternoon had been pelted considerably and many of the 
stalks cut slap in two. At the same time, however, 
m a ny of the plants escaped much of the desvastation, I attribute 
this to the fact that possibly the wind and the r a in just ahead 
of the hail may have created a soft mud into which the tender 
plantssagged just before the hail stones descended or 
so flattened out at the first onslaught that 
the mud into which they sagged helped to ward off the blows. 

Half the^ hana garden was under water but with 

Fug a bou s help, I t soon had ditches opened and the water subsiding 

so that prob a bly few plants got drowned. How the seeds 

fared, I know not. Perhaps some of them floated 

away and perhaps not. In any event, I h a ve more seeds and 

this afternoon J, H. brought me another, little package of 

tomato and peppar plants, adequate for filling in 

gaps formed by shattered plants from last night storm. 

It is infs esting that all central Louisiana seems to 
have been thoroughly h a iled on a nd the attack spread 
a« far north as the environs of Shreveport, 

Tonight I was ble to hear a couple . of news 
casts, t[is first time since Monday, what with all 
the static that has been brewing around 
for the past couple of days, 

I fouiid myse 9 o'clock hostess in a mild tiaay this 

. j . • • ■ * 
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Friday, April 13th, 1962. 


c i 
c.t 


if 


this 


Morning. J. H. couldn't sleep 

readily last night and before- successfully folding up, 
he asked her if she would like to go to Mayo's with him 
coming Monday. She and Elizabeth Traber are planning a 
party for somebody and she simply can't go to Mayo's 
b8 fore that party comes off but when that magical moment 
might be, I didn t ask, fiien there are other things 
she want8 to do, go .to this place and that place, including 
Hew Iberia, -and hasn't time to go to 
Rochester. My guess is that a going 
over of herself by the experts might be beneficial but 
I see little point in either of •them bothering 
to cha3e off to Mayo's since specialists in 

this area have pointed out- that slowing down is what is required 

toslow down their afflictions but neither of them 

has any notion of doing that epen if either of 

them has any notion as to the meaning of the expression. 

Of course there is always the possibility that 
some doctor at Mayo's might get through 
to J, H, which nobody else has 
uscceeded in doing. All suggestions 

that he pay a ttention to a diet, get a little rest occasionally 
and so on. are singly bwushed aside as of no importance and 
iz does seem something of a waste of time to journey all 
the way to Mayo s to be told- the same thing unless, at 
long last, one is prepared to-pay some attention 
to the admonitions • . 


ames came to see me this afternoon. He 
had spent the afternoon at the camp and did not know that 
Celeste and Clotilde Hughes were calling on K-ay during 
the afternoon but he was glad the girls were all qetting 
to jether, e reported that the Tuesday night 
dinner at the Qountry Club for Ju a nita B, aud Pat 
had gone off very nicely and I was glad for all participating, 

hu . 1 '»aD *»»0 exerted myself physically today 

but possibly I did. B % that as it may, I 

find myself sleepy and think I shall fold up my beard as soon 
as J. have languidly swished through a shower . 


t • • * 

Memorandumi • t 

Fair but a little cool. 

The waxing moon beams with unusual brilliance on the shimmering 
snowy gardener's g rter and I reckon is pretty 
enough anywhere along the loops and bends of the river. I am 
ao happy to be where I oan a bsorb the beauty of the night and take a turn 

in the Ghana garden with no other companions * th&n the two jet black 

cats who seem to enjoy such turns with me on nights like this. 

The Walke rs again invited me to join with them 

at their dinner for the Registers at the^ountry Club, 
after which they will proceed to the Walker home and down to the dock 
for a chit-chat in the moonlight to be 
followed by a bonfire by way of additional illumination. 

Naturally I declined with thanks. James mentioned this 

afternoon when he passed this way that he and Kay were looking forward to 

tonigasmes reported that the dinner they gave for Juaita B and Pat 

on Tuesday night was very pleasant and apparantly the 

ladies got along as pleasantly as did the gentlemen 

I was glad to press ames in to service this fternoon 
to assist in attempting the reading of a letter from Paris, 
ihe boy-friend s signature or rather his script remains 
difficult but ames got all but a few words which 
puts him high on the list approaching little Miss Lee who seems 
the expert in that field. I was afraid the letter might be 
a n expression of worry about the pioture shipment but 
it was merely a frie dly note, I believe. I 

shall hold the letter for a day or two, hoping anyother expert passing thi 
way may unravel the few odds and end although I doubt if 
there was anything important left undeciphered. 

J i 1 * • 

saw neither of my neighbors from across the 
fence, the lady spending the day in Shreveport on interior decoration 
matters and the gentleman on business in Alexandria 
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report covering her recent couple of weeks in +h* hi 

; ork * hoping that when the girls got 
together, I, S .Willard would not rush tntn 

»*« £oo to PP ““** 

1 . 

privacy in any ftoms s/is builds, so far as f 
neighbors are concerned, it would ss«>n t/iat tA- 
0 / ter proper,*,, ought ’to guarantee a da b 0 r ^ 

- ........ ~. 

mentioned her plans to me andlkZniZ * h ever 
those she has set JorVuTarUuT'anT” *° 

oo“,u *; *«vr «• »«i» 

»-"»S /au.d to ,2i"i /.or ?r; 8 l- 

sought out and shown to her , is „ 0 w '*?• piooss »* As has 

sols responsibility and labor of U * 

fee,’grThft % o'j^f £',?*££%• !-*“'*»• * Uin *‘ *• »« f 
consulting him. Unfortunately /or Zap /t ° sit « ■"*«»■<* 

£ f. a w/htxr 

being done for her in Louisiana or J,y there tlTe". a " V 6u,ld ‘"S 

frien^ZZ U £% XVo/l/^/eXd/Vgtr’ 
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Sunday, *pril jfth, 1968. 


Y emorandum* 

Fair but still too chilly. 

^2 K.TS;i"3KsBSF" As “”' 8 2 “- 

week came to a close. 

h- hnw t Q SU J P !r ?* a3ked how J <wc8 and Fay were doing, saying 

It lVinl*+h 0 t h k M * at + nOOn l 1 had not and 80 1 oouldn't tell him. 

It ssews they had stopped to pick up Celeste 

totafrs her over to see the camp. She didn't have time 

with°Ll nn/r \ edt +? ut She 3t ? 0d b * the car > Jame3 ^ong side, talking 

Zln tnr* lh » ay /0 i r t he J nauind 45 winuttf * uMch would have 9 

been more than ample to take a look at the camp. 

Along about first dark, Kay and James came to see me. after 
having spent the afternoon at the camp and. liking it * * 

ih d ey W departed P . leaSant little ae3aion until first dark when 

.. r ^i i3 afternoon Blythe and.Joan came to see me, bearing 
^it + in !* r ~ bun *V basket o sandwiches, cakes and so on. Vie 
sitting was 'Pleasant a nd only now does it occur to me 

Tfle truth L tlat e T tti6m an V*H n 0 b V »ay of a libation. 

Vie truth is that I was expecting *ames any minute 

to pick me up and I reckon I w a s so.busy trying to entice them 

o£\?thrwWdoi: d theuoe to tueir car uat my ma " nera t 1 ™ 
ycuh/VXtl VautTX rXXlXW/T/Vch 1 WagM “ •« 

Blythe had raised from seed for me. 

„ „ n Sfle a special pink.iris, nojflowering at the 

c a mp, —and how she knew it was flowering there, I know not. a nd 
explained UissCammie had given it to her years ago and that 
she wondered if I thought I could get a root of it for hwer. 
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nw T I n n nn bh + i~t ard V' 3,i i /ound 30me roses 3fle liked and both she 
and Joan took a bouqet and some generous 

cuttings and that made them happy • 

irir CS /- CamC *{ ter they U * t and wfl9n 1 told him about 

the iris, he said he thought the time perfect for 

d \ 9 * 9 Vh 9 ,. 3 ? me a, J d ?° wa ran over to the camp and did just that 
and' thus he will be q ble to »heap coals . J 

of iris on the lady^s head. 

en1n^H and i X i dr ° V i tp ,* own about 6 » Picked up Kay and 

i dinner at tUe hotel a S ter wfi io h 

socui ffuf. zvAvx ° f th °° e 

a stnr°J 9 oi V ,°'+! Uui . r c/ ter that. James suggested we hold the 
qi/nno« °h a,lot,ier l *ttmg as the hour was advancing. *j 

she P ools ln r l Ti\ be d yS icplt Sor Kay to comprehend since 
3he goes to bed late and arises late. I w a s 

caught by the.lady's impulse to read and 

some consideration for James who would, after 

the reading,, have to drive me home. Such little 

tugs of war arelamentable, any position the 

Person caught between, may take. *he upshot was 

h dl t rea i tUe 3tor V and it was 80 minutes of 10 before 
we got b a ck here and a two hour reading, had it ♦ ^ 

n n Vls Ca y r l. e< i> tUr ° U9h * would certainly have delighted 
nobody but the reader, I a m sure, when all the ^ 
time element following were taken into account. 

And so passeth Palm Sunday and I hold the thought 
it was a restful one at Lyme...... 3 
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Monday, April 16th, 1962. 


Memorandum 


: 


Fair but too chilly, — sort of 
60-ish during the day and down in the 40's at night and 
neither seeds nor tender young plants are doing 
anything except, possibly, trying to decide whether to 
fold up their beards completely or stagger on a while longer 
in hopes of warmer weather. 

flow that the weather is good for radio reception, I 
notice another seam has given 1 way in the 
form of interruptions at just about the 
time I want to be trying to catch a radio 
news cast. I especially wanted to get some 
flew Orleans station to see how the ex-communication 
edict of the Archbishop was put on to 

the air but I missed everything between 6 and 8. Perhaps 
I shall have better luck a t 10. I am 

especially delighted that Leander Perez was among ithe three 
on the list. I guess he is a.bout the most notorious 

political crook in the State, and has done possibly more than any other 
single individual to keep the racial pot bubbling over ever 
since LittleRock. Everyone who disagrees with him, of course, 
is a Communist, according to him. flow I assume 
he will be denouncing theArchibishop for being one. 

In short, he is a bag of the first water and the woman who 
was on the same list must be on the wacky side, especially in 
both racial and religious matters although there must 
be lots of people who have spasms over the race thing who, 
nevertheless, do slow up a little when it comes 
to fighting with the^hurch on the subject. 

As I understand it, the matter of educational details 
are Is ft to the bishops to initiate changes whenever 
the individual bishop feels the proper time has arrived. The 
Btshopof Alexandria, presiding over a diocease 

that includes everything north from Alexandria through the Arkansas 

line, is letting school matters drift on 

the assumption that it is better to ignore the ' 

hot potatoes as much as possible and leave them 

alone at a ll cost. For that reason, this 

section of the Stave is not following the flew rslea. s 
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Tuesday, April 17th, 1962, 


pattern, designed for next a utumn but already causing 
quite a rumpus, primarily betcawse rabble rousers 
like Leander Peres keeps stirring the hill billies to whi-te 
hot heat. 

I often marvel at my own ignorance about taxi service 
in New rleans and'-atonRouge and‘that I didn't 
know that some c a bs are permitted to take white fares only 
and others colored only. The difficulties that 
arise when a patient, accompanied 

b an attendant of other race, requires the sued of 

a cab must be as bothersome as it is ridiculous , 

I wonder how the mulatto makes use of a cab and 1 
wonder if he succeeds in making use of both in the different 
categories or if he gets into a jam by 
summoning one when the driver takes him to be 
of the other persuasion. And all this reminds me 
of poor Frank Morin s boy, Tony, finding himself •trying 
to go to a movie in New Orleans, and being sent b a ck and 
forth across the lobby from the colored ticket booth to 
- the white because white people couldn't purchase 

tickets for the colored seotion qnd white could get service 
on the other side and how Lyle finally succeeded in getting 
on V into a movie house but only by dint of no end of doings, 

And by dint of much doings on my part, 1 captured 
some more banties tod a y to give to local friends fancying 
them, I only want a few and the vegetable 
garden, if it ever, gets started, will not need any and 
3 °S rie . ,lda are really doing me a favor by accepting them 
and l don t care a how they dispose- of them and 
porbably some will go into pots but a number of pairs 
will, be kept because every negro I ever knew 
seems to h a ve something of the same re a grd 
for banties that he does for martins and that 
is quite special, 

Fugabou and I gardened today, planting six more 
rows of okra, a couple more rows of 

Irish potatoes, sunflowers no end and so on, and now if only 
the weather will warm a little, things ought to start 
flourishing,,,,,, * 


Memorandum: 


ii 


fin *• 

™l l ' con * union * 1 also loved the Easter duckling with its 

nothing a bout same until the cuppings came, to hand. 

+hn+ ^out saying that I was distressed to learn all 

may long since ZVleH lllld and th^prtspecVs^ preS *' ire3 a11 
a summer interlude may not h a ve been dimmed, S 

plaUS 8eenin 9 to take shape, once the interlude 

Zsl s<de trip “ 

Lee * 1 re 9 ret thatmomenrarily,at least, 
promises a subsequent visitation that will be equally happy, 

I was puzzled by a cablegram this afternoon reading • v 
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"Anxious to know if painting is in Hew York, 

Christian or Christiana," 


Wednesday, April 18th, 2962* 


I took it to be from the former but why anyone on 
the far side of the Atlantic should cable me instead of Hew York 
consignee about the picture, I cannot imagine • I 
sail respond by a ir, having written an air mail on the subject 
to Christiana last week, —a letter which should have been 
to hand before today but which undoubtedly i*t\l be there shortly, 
April 21th os *he shipping dote from here, as I did in 
the aforesaid air mail* 


giving 


As I puzzled over the matter as to why I, rather tho.n the consignee, 
should have been asked about. this point, the horrible thought struck me 
that possibly some .other date than April. TiOth had been soeoified 

l -hi a y* y 1 /« a ^ ^ _ -i .. » .l*. . . * 
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‘ .0 • *' Vi 

Dr,Witte, 


Jf .V ;r •' 

■ ; ; 4 > ti 

’ ause at this bend of the river, 

I assume, is back from theCongo and I should like to hear her 
impressions of the exoitement there during the year of 1961 • 

I hold the thoughtpressures, business and non-business, 

may lessen promptly and that one may catch one's breath sometime durina 
the ensuingsix weeks,,,,,,,, y 


Memorandum j 

Fair and warmer. If the nights will only start retaining 
some of the heat of the days, we ought to be pushing into 
summer not long after Easter, 

l * 1 *> 

I was delighted to find a letter from Lyme 
along with several other letters in today’s post, 
all of which are tucked away in an armoir awaiting 
tomorrow'8 secretaries, all of which got side¬ 
tracked today by expected and unexpected guests 
who, and the who may refer either to the 
secretaries or the guests, --have a way 
approaching genius of arriving at , precisely 
at the same times, 

A secretary was awaiting me a« * 
a perfect example of splendid 

co-incidence, when I returned to Yucca from the 
Post Office, As we headed toward my desk, a . 
gentleman who musthave been just behind me tapped at 
the door. It was a u r, Coles of Shreveport who 
does something with the blind in this 
section of the State, He had been here four or 
five years before for a conference and finding himself 
call to Natchitoches this morning, had told his 
wife it might be her big opportunity to view 
Melrose and so there they were, I told him to fetch 
his wife whom he had left in the car and there went 
the morning. 

Last evening, just before going home, 

Fug^bou had watered some newly set out plants and 
somehow had forgotten to turn off the faucet and 
the Ghana vegetables had received a flooding 
which slowed up work in that section this morning. 

Without telling me, the plantation had 1 

sent my helpers on some afternoon chores at 1 o'clock and 

• i '• 't- 
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I w a s still fiddling a round at 1:30 awaiting their 
appearance when a secretary passed my w a y, telling me 
my helpers had all been aken away to Little “iver or some 
place and so we headed from Ghan* to Yucca with a view of 
getting into the mail but as we entered the 
gate toward theAfrican Ho-use, we sawfour characters 

TaXi\n\T*X’ttl y . X. bi £' P ° U Z * — KaV ‘ 

latter had c'ome up from Hew Orleans last evening and 
were now heading toward home, stopping off here, as James 
had advised me they would do during the afternoon , 
following luncheon at the camp. 

I was especially impressed by the apper a nce 
andpersonality of Dr. Witte, all of which had 

wonderfully since I had seen . her years ago. She 
°° k r £?}![**? years younger, h a d on a smart frock and bubbled 
over with gaiety. You may recall shetook a year out 

wherVnt*!?!*!* prac * ic ? \ n Mew" r leans to journey to the Congo 
0 / 296 ?! n °aturally ^ fT °* D ‘ c,,nber ’ 296 * “> 

I was impatient to chat with her n bout her impressions a bout how 

Hih 9 *hn e + + e 9 i ing r in t he D r rk °ontinent but there was so 
bV J * a " Uat 1 didn>t get anywhere with 
S ? on *Y Wi ll** oth n er than to gain the impression 
she thought the Congo would make it. following 
many years of trials and errors. She wae 
stationed about 1 00 miles south of Leopoldville where 
there was vast need fomuch more medical care than was 
available although she was happy that a s much 

j {.I y,! cr i a t e il \ s . uo . h "Otters had developed as had since 
last she labored inAfrica but I don't 

trl'LiiZm 1 ! ?? 7 a ?° Ua *? a *> Perhaps,the Hew Orleans 
revelers will be up this way again before long and 

1 shall have an opportunity to extract her 
from the b a bble of chit-chat long enough to get 
someof her impressions before they fade. 

*** G ° 0d - { ri t ay night throughSunday night, there 

nrefivc or six honkey-tonks around and 

about planning dances, suggesting that Holy weekend ought 
o be forlicsome if not particularly religious...... 


Thursday, April 19th, 1962. 


He morandumt 

Fair and pleasantly warm. 


is. 


. v 1 ®°® 30 9lad to ,iaue news f rorri L V"to and it all seemed 
to be on the promising side. .May the promise radily develope into 
performance so that the six weeks just ahead may so turn as to make 
all plans possible for carrying out. 

It was so good to have the clipping, too, 
concerning the elevation of our favorite 
man of God into the, community of the Saints on 
May 6th. Little Hies Lee is so right 
about the extra foral decors that will obtain in 
the little chapel on that particular date. I suppose I 

hull I** resid *nce of the new saint's. papa's town being 

Burgos but if I did know it, it had slipped my mind and I 
a w the clipping g a ve me an opportunity to fix,it 

solidly in my mind If circumstances permit, I think 
I might do a column on the aforesaid Martin so it will appear 
whenever the Thursday prior to May 6 may occur.. 

... 1 ttlin k 1 did not mention yesterday that in the morning 
while over the coffee cups, mine hostess and I were 
surprised to see your friend, Inez Chaplin, drive in. I thought she 
looked much g s usual, bubbling over with froth but with 
pleasant intent. She feigned surprise to find both mine hostess 
and me in plantation garb. l>o you reckon she could picture us 
q3 starting off the d a y in tuxedo and evening garb. She 
ihquired as to what I had been doing so early in the 
morning, —it was about 9x20 a»m. at the moment, 

and I said I had been extending somedesigns in the vegetable garden and, 
just as though I had asked her to lend me a hand, sheturned her eyes toward 
ieaven and said the one thing in this world she never wanted 
to see was a vegetable garden andcasually 1 opined 
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Good Friday, April 80th, 1962, 



that her presence in mine would certainly constitute a 
bull in a china shop situation and we all laughed and I 
departed, le a ving the girls to plan their next party, 

t £ came by Yucc a this aftrnoon around 3 to find some more seeds when 
my phone rang. It was Mrs, Spinks calling, saying she wanted 
to tell me she had left some cake in the area way of the back 
gallery of the big house and though perhaps she should advise me so 
the dog wouldn t get it before I did, .She said she and 
her son, Johnny, had driven over from Crockett to see a bout 
Johnnymatriculating a t Northwestern for the summer 
session, I ssumed she was calling from town but 

it turned out she was at theartist's house • I accordingly insisted 
she and her son come b a ck which they did for a few minutes as Johnny 
was anxious to see some of the older buildings, 

I was happy to have some cherry tomatoes, —the plants, 
that is, of the tomatoesabout the size of a big cherry,- and 
they seemed pleased to get them and a gob of 
gardener's garter, and off they went toward Crockett and off I 
went to finsih whatever I was doing at hana• As I responded to 
the supper bell, I saw a couple of figures going toward Yucca • 

It was Kay and James whom I found on my front gallery 
on my return. They wanted to present me with 
a n Easter gift of and pants against the impending hot 

season and they wanted me to go over to the 

camp with them to watch the moon rise. We got there in time to 
see the sunset and after dark settled down, James prepared 
a fine picnic,supper for three, usings little flashlight 

as a lamp since the electricity had gone out.of whack. As we had come to set 

the moonlight, we most certainly didn't need any electricity 

and it was all very pleasant although £ must confess I did regret 

my inability to,get any news worth mentioning as it 

was late before we got back here It would be a wonderful 

thing if Kay should discover something to absorb — . 

her time and energies Somehow there is an element 

of the problem confronting little girls when school is 

out for the summer vacation and the young 

mind hasn't decided what to do with all the leisure. 

With some kind of a program of interet to pursue, the pull exerted 
by the Bluff might be less, too, I imagine. Well, 1 must 
knock off some mail and as the hour approaches midnight, 1 had 
better get busy,,,,,, 


Memorandum j 

Summerish around 90 with a promise 
of dews and damps on the morrow, 

-i numb *rof radio stations tnAlexandria, Natchitoches 
and Shreveport,are going to some lengths to beat the 
drums regarding sunrise services, and often -Hodges Gardens 
s Even the official weather bureau took special 

later InFnl+'t **«* *&« sun would rise one minute 

i, corning than on Holy Saturday but raced on to 

explain Hodges Gardens would open its gates at 3j30 

wa„ S n+ d i V mornin 9 for services that would get under 
ay at & a,m, an4, if the rains are over by 3*30. 

' Wl11 undoubtedly be many people who will be-take themselves 

E( i 3ter programs in the comfort o my 

own boudoir, le a vmg it to those who will to put 

justifies 8 , hr ° UQh wflatever rigors they think the business 

I know not, if anything, ,uh a t the Reqisters 
may be planning for Easter, James arrived 

/n n nr!f«V e \i e {°T e u dinner toda V» Ringing some little 
eggplants which I had. ordered in town. He remained 

mVaV+mVnl/t °* C0 “ r5e ' andeanle back, to Yucca with 
me afterward,I am certainly falling behind 

m my news gathering opportunities but am . 
catching up op my social life, 

a • K ay and he hoped to entice I, S, 

illard to the camp on Saturday evening for 
dinner or rather for supper and that they hoped 
I make the fourth person present, I had already told James 
1 w °uld have friends of the Joe Henrys from Conroe 
on Saturday afternoon and that. I, w a nted to be at Yucca 
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by first dark to attend to several matters, James hoped 

I could fit the supper thing into my schedule and I 

3 tall try although I wish they had .arranged the supper either for 

tonight or Sunday night, what with them having ^ 

nocalendars to content with. Somewhat wistfully 

l a st Sunday night when the reading of the article b, John Muir 

was being contemplated, K a y opined, —and I found 

this interesting, —that they had moved to Hatchitoches 

on the< hope of seeing more of me but that it seemed a s 

thoughthe opportunities were soant, I suppose 

J/»at is one of the drawbacks of having wealth, to wit. that one nets 
in t/itf habit of making moves without ever thinking to consult 9 
others who might be effected by them more or less , -can 
understand readily enough how people with nothing to do naturally 

I nrnno«i e ?II on ° thers to * el P tal ™ up .the slack of time but V 
I propose to retain a semblance of my own routine since I 

ou l ht to Uau a voice even though 
it isn t so loud as the Haves, 

I got some news at midnight, last past, and was < 
impressed by a standard phr a se employed since it didn't 
seem to apply to the news item, A little girl in 
breve port with a companion explored a bayou in the 
neighborhood a nd fell into the water, t Her friqhtened comDniiinn 

Ti, in due tine > the Parents 9 o/T e 

little girl to find the child floating on 

the water, face down, and, to. quote direction, "to all 

practicable purposes, dead". Fortunately, the 

nnl ld +'! Xia S l8hed , out and re ” iued and *» a abort time was 
setting selmed 

*• Wi zXtix buvtn9 


“aster Sunday, AprSl 22nd, 1962, 


Memorandum: 


Fair and mild with a slightly warming trend, 

The weekend was pleasant with only 
no e, — news ** • • 


one 
son 


in 2 law°wouJd"din W3 f Uat Si fr ter ' daU 9 uter , son and daughter- 
tn d he o S ° n Uonda V> pausing on their way 

here for a I'isTt^ * lY dtfposit the others, r 9 turning 

e re Jar a visit, prob a bly during mid week, y 

Saturday's post bought news from Hew York • 
and pans concerning the picture which apparently a rrived 

tti aVA u *S* T ”* *•*•?*» soJnZg’to 

say about a May 16th showing which, like all the 
other dates in this transaction, seems to- be lacking 
m clarity as to what the whole business is about, 

lull t eZnlnt°+! dl i+ *?'*?*' shi PP^9 and so on and 

still expect the .item to be in Hew York the following week but 

f Parantly he wasn t too distrubed bythe a ctual 
shipping date, I hold the thought I have heard the 
last of that tranaction, 

Hy Saturday evening plans included supper 

ttlmilTXirnH* a \ ld Jame8 • rest of the day beingdevoted 

tof a mily friends and whatever developed y 

nnll» eC l e i 1V 3 J HCe holid aVS are usually frought with 
unexpected and unannounced, y 


I did have an appointment with Juanita A, 

Tale tl Toll Zr U h ‘ r C °»’•»« /’■*•»<!• « round wken Uey 

came to visit her, She called around 2:15 to say- they were nil snt + 

tom forthwith if I was ready to receive them. I V “ ‘ 

21. tT “"I h -, lf "? ur laU 1 d(<i receive «•». filing 

to be kindly, staple folk. He had Just got started nicely 9 


to le a ve 
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When Jour people put in # appearance. I thought 
it wasTom Harris of Eldorado but it turned out c 

h * 80ne !*5 1 : h ’ : , r °{ i - [lj u ' •: • . jsn * : :.r.- J He*v .• '•, 


l - 

j. 


• u • * 


'• '•* Jig ‘: .V; *v:xto 


• - ■* " * ■: j» R *.?.-• j \p . ■ ■ - g l 

, w itively. Mr, Hoover has been here before and he could take 
his associates with him to see for themselves until I was 
disengaged. And that is just what did happen and before the 
Hoover contingent was gone, some flew Orleans Hertaogds 
weekending at Magnolia, put in a.n unannounced appearance, 
and somewhere in the souffle of these three unrelated 
groups, oames appeared but retreated, returning later to 

withil*delec't*ble* 9 * ** ** caw P wliere tfle 3 U PP er w as peaceful an 

Today was unusually quiet and a little too 
prolonged on the social side. Celeste ha.d invited Kay ahd 
vamesto drop m a t 4:30 or 4:45 which they did. We 
usually sup at 6 onSundays but we didn t tonight for 
Celeste, it seems, had invided flea Ch a plin and 

T fn 0 r 3 lunnli l8PC i U ^ h /0 l, 6:30 0r aome aUch S° r drinks but not 

irr,mn+ P in * a °, t,l0ae 2odl « s came and flea told stories by endless 

prompting onCeleste s part a nd so it was considerably after " 

8 before they departed and it was 9:30 before 

we had finished supper which was dll very pleasant if it 

was too late. James whispered : "Almost Goodbye" 

h ° at , e3 l, Unded t0 ma1t9 - a P° int out °S Piping 

the session going further into the evening but J, H. and 

f ilnrt^llif ^hh*™ rrow '* dawning would be coming too soon and 
finally the athermg broke up to the vast satisfaction of 

James, I think, and of me, I a m sure. How long the 

t! + h * ve Upt , ** * oin9 > 1 didn't know for 
we finally did tear ourselves away and here I am, about as 

i 9 n »* 0 in"th 0 S W ° r + ld ha PP e " in 9 3 so far as radio goes, as has been tlie 
case in the past several days, &ut now I fold and 
may rest be upon the Lyme landscape . 
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Monday, April 23rd, 1962, 


Memorandum 


I 


Mostly cloudy and warm with'a vague hint we miqht 
get a sprinkle tonight, d hope, y 

j * was altogether enchanted to discover an air mail from 
Lyme in today's postlt is ture that J 

visitors and secretaries arrived at the same time and 
that one visitor assisted me with most of the letters but 

I preserved the Lyme letter unopened in the armoir, 
against better secretarial assistance on the morrow. 

» » * 

f brevejfort contingent arrived at the dinner hour and 
remained until after secretarial time, I met Lloyd's wife. 
Marguerite, for the first time. Remarkable to relate, she 
seems like a nice person. How she got herself into such 
a family, I cannot imagine. 

aaid ' 3,le Waa driving the children 
to BatonRouge and returning here tonight, that she was 
not returning here but going straight home from atonRouge, that 
88 was going to spend a few days visiting in flew Roads, that 
sue was coming here early tomorrow. One could 
take whatever statement he liked, if any. Personally, 

1 Scored the direct return to Shreveport to Baton Rouge without s top. 

„ 4 S i 8 , ter l aid 8,le wa8 8en dtng three people to view ye olde 
Sh* tl ° 0 den*lemen and one lady, who are living at her house. 

with Vi d he didn%t * now X S tha V would come alone or if she would come 
nelt week*. ** V 8t ° y S ° T dinner • Sfle 9 uessed that might be 

She asked me if I would show Marguerite some of the 
nouses. I welcomed the opportunity Lloyd and 

frnm lnlV *27*3® quitted the table. As Marguerite arose 

from table. Sister blurtted out : 


suppose you know Marguerite 't3 'ptegnant." 


4 






i 
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So- much for that visitation and when I handed 
Marguerite back to the s tarting place, I saw nothinq of 
the enks and that was that, 


A call from Mrs, Walker revealed that 
she goes to flew rleans for the coming weekend to 
a Press Association meeting. She asked if I could 
get her a column for the following week shrotly, 

I told her I would knock one off tonight a nd get it 
in tomorrow's mail, 

I had expected ug a bou to lend me a hand this afternoon 
in the vegetable section but he was whisked away on some other 
job and so I labored alone. Returning to Yucca for water in 
mid afternoon, I arrived just as the 'phone was 
ringing. It was I, S,Willard, apologizing for 

not h a vmg called during the weekend. She plans le a ving tomorrow 
for a week in south Louisiana but plans to return early 
the following week and asked if she might bring some lady with her, 
jhe might, There was quite a rigamarole about her 19 69 income tax 
records to which I paid saant attention and when I saw James 
approach ng the house, I terminated the conversation 
as quickly as possible which wasn't quickly, 

James spoke ^ith interest and pleasure at last night's 
supper and we both laughed at the "Almost *oodbye" spirit obtaining 
throughout the evening e helped me wit some of the mail which 
included a letter from a lady in Fort Worth who had been 
here once with Norma'Myers years ago. Today's Fort *orth communi¬ 
cation was a repeat of the one last week that faded out utterly 
before I got around to explore its contents, ^>he asked 
if she might bring a friend down andsuggested I c a ll her 
collect if I found that easier than writing. How do I know 
from day to day in what sort of a study Melrose is likely to 
be two seconds from anjj time of writing, I marvel at 
the persistence of people who want to come this way and 
I laugh in my beard if 1 pause long enough to consider how 
amazed theywould be if they ever saw what lies 
behind the Arras of which they never see, 1 hope, but one side, 

... 1 apologize for the dull nature of this memo, M a y I do 
better on the morrow . 


'luesday, April Jfrth, 1968, 


Memorandum • 

Cloudy and warm this morning, followed by over half an inch 
of rain at noon, with clouds and the warmth continuing 
the balance of the day. 

It was so nice to be able to glimpse Lyme as of Saturday 
last past, from the letter arriving yesterday and 
read today, 

1 am glad the weather was favorable for all the 
items on the^aturday agenda and for Easter Sunday , 

It is heartening to consider that a month stretches ahead 
in order that recuperative processes may effect a 
condition permitting the carry out of plans for the 
late Spring outing, .May the good work go forward 
and good health enable all the original 
plans to be carried out, 

I was glad to get nitrate spread across the vegetable 
garden this morning, followed by a thorough watering 
of all the rows of vegetables and the numerous vegetable and 
flower p ants before noon, * ug a bou lending a hand. The 
rains that came during the noon hour was not a bit too 
much when added to that applied by hose earlier in the day and 
I a”i expecting everything to jump skyward. 

Dr .Talley came this afternoon and I 
enjoyed chatting with her. She used to know 
Dr,Witte quite well and thinks hera nice person. Dr. 

Taley will make another round up this way in 

June and plans to take off for Europe 

with her 15 year old son in mid 

August, They will travel with a medical group to 

London, theRhine, Paris, Switzerland and Italy, The 

son will fly b^ck from there arriving a little late 

for school, about 4 days, -i believe. Dr.Taley herself will 

fly on to Madrid and thence to Lisbon- 

where the medical pow-wow takes place 
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Wednesday, April 25th, 1962 , 



7ro>n t/trstf agents at supper time, learned 
Sister arrived here around 1:30, picked up Fug a bou 
at his house, drove to the cook s house to 
a sk if there might be food at the big house, made 
a round there and then, in a somewhat spirited manner and 
raucous voice, headed toward Shreveport . Fug bou 
w a s in the kitchen when I left the big house after supper 
a nd he was pre ty high, too. It goes 

without saying I am grateful for the peace obtaining a a 
a result of the visitor s pre-occupation with 
fire water and getting home • . 

thanks to the information in the clipping 
forwarded by li tie Miss Lee concerning the connoni 2 ation 
of the Blessed artin, I made use of the information 
appearing tksx in the clipping a nd knocked 
off a column last night under the title of A Saint Is 
Born It will appear in the Ray Zrd issue of 
the or whatever the date of the Thursday of the first week 
in M a y happens to be as on Thursday I suppose 
the w a y I handled the thing will upset the conventional 
Christians and the standard racial bigots. If 
x he~nterprise rejected the piece, I should 
be the first to gree with them they were doing the 
correct thing but in the past Ihe^nterprise 
h a s never rejected anything, no matter how poor a nd how 
thin, and reckon the Blessed M artin piece will 
probably appear in print, too. 


I didn't see any Registers today. Kay wasn't feelinq 
well yesterday, ^ames said. Perhaps they bith remained 
home today. Prob a bly there will be a call tonight. 

Ihe kids on the party line-have kept that instrument 
pretty solidly employed during the past five hours and 
interruptions from the Southern Bell hn V e been pleasantlv 
absent . r y 


Memorandum : 


Dazzling sunshine all day and withal warm until 
sundown when it cooled off again, j 

think everything from weed to tree must have jumped and 

lumrfj-r 0 V! leaUea are locking solidly the form trees present in 
summer when one see only the trunk and the leaves but none of the brant 
making them look like bits of colored paper cut out and S 
pasted across the landscape • 

Just to keep the record straight in the matter of 
women supposedly being more practiced in the 
Art of gossip than are the men, I haven't heard a 

i, 1 ."? ? "S!T T r l ferx , U J udlci ^ or nedial philandering 
in town but I h a ve heard several men mentioning same. Ifie 

wife of Judge Gehagan, ~I know not how the name is 
Sp V'ii d , —son of *ussell Gehagan who got b a nged up in 
a Folkswagon sh a sh-up a while b a ck, —the judqe was 
surprised by his wife at the home of 
a lady living more or less in the 
Register neighborhood. x he lady's wiftxand husband 
and children were somewhere or other a nd the ^udqe's 

Zy? Vt reW r a atld >be-took herself to a hospital, 
khat the Judge did, I know not. 


In t he medioal 
bed with some gentl 
husband took a pot- 
hip, shall we say. 
to be in the air r- 
citizens engage in 
first class citizen 
into the doings of 
when a prominent do 
same sort of thing, 
lips sealed • 


field, Dr.Sills was surprised in 
eman s wife a nd the annoyed 
shot at Dr. Sills, hitting him in the 
Verily Spring does appear 
gardless. If second class 
such extra-marital doings, the 
s undoubtedly lop the whole thing 
second class citizenship but 
ctor and a city Judge goes in for the 
the ladies, at least, keep their 


. 8Urp J! iae . d a, j d delighted.to hear reported from several 
radio stations during the past 24 hours that a leading 
flew Orleans station, 1 believe it was W D S U came out 
with an editorial blast against the Citizen's Council c 
all its works. It takes cour ge for 


and 
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hursday, April 26th, 1962, 


such a news medium to defy the chicanery 
of the Citizens' Council and I hope ~WDSU has 
ample funds toweather the inevitable storm that 
will rage, fanned on by the idotic group 
the station is having the courage to denounce, 

1 am forever finding myself perplexed 
by the mental processes of smart people and today I 
Jound myself a8 puzzled again as I am almost every day from 
one quarter or another when the inexplicable 
doings of this or that smart person is exhibited without 
the smart person ever dreaming he has done anything 
paradoxical, As you may have-heard me mention, 

1 have been laboring to create a vegetable-garden 
at hana and the-pushing up of pretty rows of things 
a3 provided several people with a measure of pleasure, 

P cture my astonishment today when a servent 

ap . p * a1 l ed at ^ door, bearing a box containing four white 

ribbits which o, h, and Dan think would look 

pretty hopping a bout the gardens. Knowing little 

or nothing n bout such animals, I reckon they would never guess 

that a domesticate, pet rabbit can clean up rows of 

vegetables over night, Jhey prob a bly don't 

know either th a wild rabbits Of which there 

are plenty about the gardens, don't seem to care for 

vegetables but prefer grasses for their staple diet. If 

I point out to J, H, that,it would seem to me a great loss 

°^ilt VeT l al kind3 i f a m an ploughed, planted and 

cultivated a fine field of corn and then, when it had attained a hei 
a foot or two, turned in the cows, J, H, would 
certa nly think such a person wacky. It's odd 
he never seems to think what havoc four 

pet rabbits can effect in what was a well-ordered layout 
°f tables, e that as it may, where there's a 
mill there s a io a y, I put the rabbits in the 
Unicorn House with the peacocks today, hey will 

olVl'f IhYlniV ° week ° rtu >° *'*«-» they^will eventually dig their w 
out o/ the enclosure and v a msh and probably the other two will 

a ° the same thing a few nights later, don't you think so. 

And now for this sitting, I fold,,,,,,,, 


3 - 


Memorandum: 

Fair and warm, 

nf ‘"closures are scarcely wort& alancing at for none 

dicatl* anything of interest, \e one from Dallas in¬ 

dicates somebody s interest in the first wife of Jc f fersanDnui* 
which seems to be going to a lot of trouble about ' 

a £! r80 ’‘ a2lt j' uhich, so far as I know, was of no especial 

te /+ P ° rar J e * 2'* d 1003 efficiently colorless 

te nobody s interest in the years since her death. 


interest 
t to exci 


The note from Lloyd's wife, 

Marguerite, is interesting, not in itself, but 

si.ply because it indicates she is possessed of the race to san 

thank you,-a virtue which nobody in the y 

o^the sort which 3he married never manifested anything 


8 . l3t ter, surprisingly, struck me as being 
. rare 1 u ality I don't remember she 

A O T 4 W K A A a as . T l . ^ ^ I • ■ 


ever 


on the 

manifested before I believe this is the first one 
coming to hand since Christmas time, the delay obviously caused by 

office. 


at home and in the 


paS t ? oup2c °f da U 3 wU en stepping into the u h a na 
garden at dawning, I h a ve been impressed by the logic of 

2 the . be . an >°fcll vegetables, to figure in the fairy storey 
about ack in the Bean Stalk, I tried to get all of the V 

major vegetable seeds in the ground 
within a couple of days of each other but the beans 
were planted last, their planting held up by various 
circumstances, But in spite of the lateness 
of getting into the good earth, they sprouted and 
jumpped up above ground well before all the other items 
and now are climbing skyward before some of the 

things are more than pushing their first timid heads 
about the surface of the ground, 

James spent the day at the camp / He is as gay and cheery 
as ever and I think the excuse the c amp provides forspending 


pri 
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Friday, April 87th, 1968. 


both 9i,lc . e P u provides 

action that u SuJna lous for ?*»**»*•»* 

mention his inclination to do a m?', J QS neuer 
the little dock in front of the camn°{ { i9hin 9 from 
agents report he apparently Ut * V 

even though none of his latnhli i! d °V' 9 JU3t 
impressive but yet of sufficilnt have been 
them presentable ^ 


C • 


r 

\im to stay for 


but '•« dentnea on gronli, 1 t r iUi * 

to take av for n «. vj . >. . uuli as ne had promised 

SO kina „ bout d »,„ 9 eft ore{°on m‘b Vt'/" M ’ u alma V> 

iitV dr °s ««*&*; ;U’i alf and 30 j 

•Vos. Walker* cal'led To‘eaglet t '“ 3 •»•»*»«. 

a package on their front 9buaband bad just found 
James had taken in and dropplVfor'me^ p2a,,ts 

a-ErltH:-."” xs S£.:-cr,«"« 

7“ at> t3Ut m * tn ° * 

theory that hemtght relteheurh ■ i “ 30 0,1 

Sjfau: 0 ?**®"«■~SS5 v oi “ ,,d ° jo ** «»« 

pu ^ 333 

JhS™"rx{ 3iou ‘ 

^ —* 

at tAe 5 awff tiweAr JOi ' a ” d 

separating the wheat. S, any.°s°ZtheJob in 


So things turn.and an »><•* 


Memorandum: 

min C n\°l dV ttlis , Uornin 9, d»- *noA and a A a 2/ 0 / 
rain at noon, c2oudy and a 2itt2« cooler tonight. 

First off, I want to inquire about 8 points : 

when » as to mailing date, would it be well 
for me, toward the end of the month, 

idea of 0 l*»V r 7 aP l n i enoe ' °* C0Ur8fl 1 tlaue a vague 
Jnl. f ,?+ b i When but a3 little Mi3s Lee is 
no n+in te i V aWare °f the U3 “a-2 time lag between 

appreciat * *•- 

tr £*;« ; S3r? ; 

dwio« 21 ii»hIthIf.*5* V 03 t/i3 0t ' itfr /or and 1 s/ *aZ2 await » ou 

t: lr *°° u ~ 

lotieeTa LV^^ 0 "? 0 '* around 20:30 wAon J 

Jioc ^rVs^ TTt*" 9 ^ht’aioSj/^O^reaeAin/ 0 * 

S 1 

to waAe a 2itt2o tour. X said I would 
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Sunday, April 89th, 1962, 

» t t I 




and proceeded on her way toward her house without saying cood 
anything, The ladies turned out to be charming, two from 
New (Cleans, one from Yonkers and one from some place else, 
once or twice a bout my courtesy and kindness in receiving the 
I thought nothing n bou.t it until, after they were gone 
and the clerk passed this way to pick me up for dinner, 
he reported that the ladies had. come into the store, bearing 
a letter of introduction from somebody, —J never saw the 
letter a Jid» I do not know to whom it was addressed, 

but possibly it was wrttten to Melrpose plantation, but in an 

event, at just that moment, before the clerk could w a ve 
them in my direptionCeleste entered the picture, made a great 
fuss a bout people,, not telephoning for appointments a d genera 
caitseing a vast to do over nothing and doubly so as it is I, 
not she, who takes or take such visitors under my wing. It 

would appear that every once in a while she simply has to bio 

steam and prefers taking it into high gear against unsuspecti 
pil rims, It seems to odd that a person who 
frankly states her primary interest in life is in parties 
and being with people should take such pot shots at 
so many who, in more cases than one that I have known about, 
might well have served her advantageously in j'ust the line 
3he is most interest, 

I saw her at the coffee hour and she and four or five 
of her girl friends are planning tp p8cnic at Rouges hardens 
on the morrow, leaving here around 10, and making a day of it 
with the numerous concourse that will probably be there 
on the morrow to participate in the Rose ^estival or whatever 
gathering is styled, I believe the festival is scheduled 
to last through^unday and I hope the weather will 
be fine both days but the weather bureau predicts 
rain for both days, I'm sure today's 
downpour but h a ve put a crimp in preparations 
being made at the gardens for the impending State Garden 
Club members from all over the place nad endless lay - 
, visitors. 

The vegetable garden at Ghana seemed to come through and 
from the early afternoon lake engulfing part of it and I hold 
the thought weekend rains, if any, m a y be sedate,,,••••• 


Memorandum : 

Partly cloudy, warm and humid. It was 
somewhere in the 90's today and tonight at 10:14. it is 
3till in the dO's, In short, summer, it would 
3eem, has at long last arrived. 


j. zrusz it was as quiet in Lyme as in 
these parts over the weekend for I can imagine 
things require attention in preparation for no 
doings before the ensuing month plays out. 


how 

end 


many 

of 


My neighbor joined with several gifl friends 
*2 da U at Bodges Gardens, They went in the morning and 

r riil LI l 3 t ° r ratf l er J* at ntghf, when I returned from the comp, 

I did not see her car back home so 1 assume the delirium 

w,nt on for quite a ghile. She r eported 

no end of atchitoches people present, and just as 

many for all about the Gulf States area. The 

roses had been • effected by the March cold but there 

were lots of pretty ones in spite of JackFrost devastations, 

Jr. Hodges was seen and found to look better th a n he did a few 
months back. From far a nd near ladies were designated to 
submit flower arrangements. Most of these ladies 
came on Friday afternoon, where housed in the dormitory 
on j< nday, night, following dinner 

LVl H ° d ^s at their island residence, and the arrangements 

made earlyonSaturday. One interesting wrinkle, following the 
action of the judges in awarding ribbons on Saturday 
was the furry of a New' Orleans lady, furious at 

r i°i U ii a r blue r Jbbon, grabbed her arrangement 
anf flew b a ck to theCrescent City, Obviously 

there s no point inparticipatitig in such a gala occasion 

if one doesn t receive the top award, 

- . • .. . ■ ' 5 V '' y - * •' •' '* 

In inquired about the status of the motel planned for the 
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gardens and was told it hadn t been started, I was also told 
it was almost ready for occupancy and that it had 
merely had its foundations poured . I think 1 shall drop 
l'. P, Byrd a line and find out what the status, —if any,—may 
actually be, 

• * 

I guess that was all I did hear a bout Saturday 1 s doings 
except that the Rocket was theref taking pictures and looking tired, 

In the evening James came along and invited me to join him atnd K 
at the camp for supper which I did and enjoyed, 

This morning before 9, /Blythe called from Alexandria 
to ask if she might bring some ladies on Tuesday 
morning. She might, I was glad to learn she 

would not be up thi3 afternoon for that g a ve me greater freedom 
to get away for a littl'e ride with James and Kay, after 
which we again dropped in at the camp again for supper,, I 
find Kay manifesting scant physical s trength and there is 
a possibility she may enjoy it. In any e vent, Jamem 
attends to everything a nd I should think he would be 
exhausted but he maintains remarkable vivacity, 

I assume one of the many h&nkey-tonks in this area will 
become inoperative as from this a fternoon. It wap one 
located near Cognac on the road to Montgomery ferry. 

Operated by Lima Davis, it has beeh the scene of 
many a scuffle during the past few ykars, Lima 

and his wife have been in a state of discord for the past day or two i 
is said, Lima with some show of pugnaciousness, went 
toJohn Payne's house in town thisafternoon, 

John Payne, being Lima's father-in-law, 

John warned Lima to stay away but Lima 

paid him no mind and Joahn shot Lima thrice, killing him instantly. 
There are five little children, And so Lima has gone to 
his great reward and whether John Payne will take a vacation 
down the road or not rem&ins to be seen and one less honkey-tonk 
more or less will make little difference, And so the new week 
beings and may it be a kindly one at Lyme,,,,,,,, 
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Monday, April 30th, 1968, 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and humid, ome kind of a storm Is blowing out 
of Texas eastward through Shreveport and on into Missouri, 

I suppose we might get a sprinkle but not more but the 
abundanceof static knocked out a ny sense in tonight's 
Morpan Beatty, Lowell Thomas and Henry Morgan news programs. 

It was such a pleasant surprise to find a weekend air mail 
from Lyme by today s post together with another smaller envelope from 
the same direction, 1 believe, I got to read only the air mail 
but none of the clippings and so I shall have the pleasure of re¬ 
reading the air mail and its enclosures plus the other item 
t. on the morrow, I hope , 

It i3 good to know there was-a measure tf peace if not 
too intense over the holiday I can well imagine theunhappiness 
that must have been experienced in more than one quarter when news came 
to hand about various changes, retirements and so o)i. What a 
pity so me people's courses seem charted 

onseas that are nqver smooth and forever characterised by unpleasant 

current and I don t know Meh are the more lamentable, ' 

those that are forever visible to the naked eye or 'those that 

lurk beneath the surface, periodically^ emerging 

to make sailing on the difficult side, If one could bitt wave a 

wand and smooth out such troubled circumstances but 

permane tly, 

I am so glad you heard from Natalie, It is impossible 
for me to say which girl will provide the other 
with more pleasure, should contact somehow be effected 
either out-going or in-coming. There is always something 
so romantic about making tentative dates following experiences 
that will mean so much to little Miss Lee and to Natalie 
before each is able to emgrace the other ajtbr the grand 
tour has been achieved I have 't heard 

from Ratalie since last I mentioned chatting with her and I haven't 

the 8lightest doubt that just like little Miss 

Lee, she is bound to be up to her'hips in "musts" a s 

the season advances and as the d a y for spreading the wings for taking off 
comes closer, • * 
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Tuesday, Nay 1st, 1968. 


Last week, Kay heard me mention some special 
kind of tomato plants I wanted and she 'ordered them from some 
advertiser in South Louisiana, making a great point 
of having the shipment sent directly to me. Well, 
naturally, no attention was paid to that admonition and the 
plants apparantly spent the weekend n the Natchitoches post office. 
James brought them down this noon a nd a sorry sight they 
were, string-like things a bout 14 inches in length 
and impossibleso far as any hopes of making them survive . 

But Fugabou and I out they down by a foot a nd stuck them in 

the ground and I have already told Fug a bou that if one of 

the 89 plants come to life we shall always refer to it as Lazarus, 

a name he vaguely remembered hearing, asking me what that made him 

and I said Jesus, of course, a nd he liked that, 

James remained for noon dinner and wanted to see the^hana garden 
afterward. Sister, unannounced, suddenly appeared, bringing a 
couple of bags with her, the three of them having 
BatonBouge as their destination. ’Aey threaten, all 
three, to honor us with another call on 
Wednesday• And so, between J a mes and Sister 

and her two companions, I got no noon news a nd what with tonight's 
static, I feel fairly ignorant as o what goes 
on in the world, 

Between jumps today, I took time out 
to explore how a cohple of the banties are doing on their 
respective second go-rounds at setting. Mrs. Murgatroyd has 
only S'-eggs but probably is still laying. She 
forsook her armoir at the east end of the gallery and set up 
housekeeping on the other armoir at the west end of the place while 
the other biddie, —a blue Murgatroyd, took over the 
black Murgatroyds domicile. The blue Murg a troyd is 

setting on 88 eggs and how she covers them adequately is a mystery to v 
possibly she doesn t hut they all seem warm ana that is primarily 
what is required, I suppose. Hheqother propeotive 

mothers obviously have hidden their neats further afield and only time 
will reveal how a ll fared. 

MaV one catch one’s breath every once in a while 
as the unrelenting pace keeps going,,,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 


Three and 
followed by a 


a half inches of rain during the night, 
cloudy morning and a sunny afternoon. 


I w a s so happy to wedge in secretarial assistance 
between jumps today and again I th a nk you fa for the 
translations, if I may use the term, of the boy friend's 
scrawls, for the obituary covering friend husband of Clara Longwort) 
and the extra little note offering further translations, should 
circumstances arise. 

In pursuance of her Sunday 'phone call, Blythe appeared 
with five, ladies, all named Brewer, fromAlexandria. There 
was a vague mist and it was quite soggy under foot, They 
made the rounds a ud then journeyed on to u atchitoches 
for noon dinner, Blythe leaving me a -dandy 
. May basket of toothsome things such as strawberries, sandwiches, 
cakes and *eaven knows what all. It was just 

after the local dinner hour that I tucked in some desk 
work where upon some ladies appeared unannounced on 
the gallery, —the Brewer contingent stopping off for 
more of a go-round following their Natchitoches jaunt. 

• 

Blythe handed me one laugh of which she never dreamed. 

A couple of monphs b a ck, she asked me if 1 wanted some 
of the special tomato plants that produce the 
pear tonato , —a misnomer at best, since the 
tomato of this variety doemn t look like a 
pear but a great big plum . Be that s it may, 

I said I would love some young plants is she had in 
mind sowing the seeds. She did, indeed, produce a fine 
lot of small plants and in due time delivered them but, 
to my disappointment, explained they were just what I 
wanted, the little cherry tomato variety. My heart sank 
inwardly but naturally I smiled a nd th a nked her although 
plenty of the cherry variety always self-sows a »d I needed 
none. Later K a y heard of my desire for the pear tomato and 
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Wednesday, M a y 2nd, 1962. 



ordered some for me and they arrived in a piti a ble 
condition and I doubt if any of them suruive. On 
considering all these circumstances, I 'phoned town today 
a sking that some pear tomato seeds be sent me. Ihen 
Blythe arrived this morning and asked me if I didn't want 
some cherry tomato plants and I told her I thought that 
,was what ^he had brought me a while b a ck. She said 
• t\ ie J l( f du t a ,,d 1 glanced out over the Ghana garden, wondering 
that had planted for cherry and wondering if it could be 
pear or what. Given two months or so, a nd I reckon 
I 11 know where I a m at, a s it were, but not before. 

If she did bring mp pear originally, I need no more but 
if she didn t I shall need starting the seeds of same, 
and at the moment I a m quite at sea as to what the 
haveest may be. 

I heard from James a few minutes a go. He 
said Kay had not slept last night and remained in bed until 
this afternoon when, on his request, the lady doctor 
came to see the patient, it was the first meeting 
for all three and, according to ames, l the 
impression made by the doctor w a s $o favorable that 
after she had gone, Kay decided she wanted to get up 
and take a ride down to the camp which she and *ames did. 

I believe it is next week K a y goes to the Bluff again 
unless, of course, the lady doctor manufactures mir a cles in 
the mean time. 

* V 

. ot/ier hand, of course, the power exerted by 

Aunt illie may be more potent than the lady Doctor 
and so Kay, in that case, will probably go anyway. 

■ “zta-He jvst called. $he mentioned her enchantment 
m hearing from little Miss Lee. She is having the 

R 9 R lS !niii S + °l d *J mer on hursday night,after which she and 
h.b. will take them to the college for a performance of 
some Gilbert and Sulliv a n opera a vd I under¬ 
stand mighty little a bout social life versus physical handicaps, ei 


Memorandum\ 

Fair and pleasantly cool. 


The day was a busy one for me, more 
little twists tha.n anything else. 


because of unexpected 


- - — 






- v - - - -— - J * 

cook, at long last had be-taken himself to Shreveport 
to get a thorough examination at the hospital. 

He has been having severe pains in the head for several 
months, attacks lasting 1 5 minutqs to half an 

hour, a nd doctors thus far haven t been able to effect a nythi g 
y way of cure or relief. Everybody was accordingly gl a d when, after 
much prodding a nd another attack on Sunday, a nd Monday, 
he took off volontarily yesterday. I was disappointed, 
however, to learn fromDoreatha this morning that Ezra had 
returned home last evening, saying he had .gone through 
several tests but got impatient when it began growing dark and 
so had dropped everything and returned home. 


I was disappointed this morning, too, when I 
noticed at first gl a nce c t dawning that *ugabou h a dn't waited even 
for big day to arrive before starting to tilt the bottle. 

He did next to nothing all day although there was 

much to be done around and about for during the evening 

last past, the General s wife had called fromSan Antonio 

to say she and her husb a nd would be heading for home today and 

would a rrive at Melrose at sundown. Word was^put out 

here this morning of their impending arrival and 

eveybody admonished not to tell Sister, should 

the latter pause here, en route from BatonRoune to 

Shrefport. 


At coffee this morning I met Miss Kinsey, the 
R.E.A. demonstrator, who had dropped in to chat with 
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Thursday, ay 3rd, 1962, 


Celeste, Hiss Kinsey was inordinately cordial to me, I 
had not seen her in several years, T guess, when 
she was a little wacky and, among other things, reported to 
Dr. Knipmeyer that I wa3 just "pulling inhis leg" when 
I got him to assist me t with handwritten material because 
I was so lazy I wouldn t bother to read my own mail for, 
according to Miss Kinsey, my vision was just as 
penetrating as anyone's, Foor Miss Knsey, 

And so she finally left and I pulled out and 
Celeste headed for the Country Club where she and 
Elizabeth Tra,ber were entertain fourt of the girls 
at luncheon and bridge • 

Along a bout 4 o'clock I learned Ezr a wasn't feeling 
well and had been driven to Natchitoches to see 
a doctor and that Doreath a had accompanied him, Ihis 
meant no supper at the big house for anybody, including 
the aton^ouge enrys who did indeed arrive at 
about first dark, I got the news from the grapevine 
and hurried to the store to round up something for myself 
and thus avoid a prolonged session across the fence when and if 
the hostess got b a ck from the Country Club which she indeed did 
and called me to come to sup and I demurred on rounds 
I h a d already broken bread. It is better that way 
si]ice this will give the sister8-iti-l a w an opportunity 
to talk party and the brothers a chance to commune with 
e a ch other which they always enjoy while I enjoy the 
opportunity to collapsing at Yucca which 
I don't mind saying is pleasant following 
an adh-ve day, which, among other things, including the 
digging up ofestions of the btick ‘.pavements on both 
the b a ck and front galleries, undermined during 
the last night or two by over industrious 
armadilo intruders, 

So night settles down along this bend of the 
river a nd may there be a measure of the s ame • • • 

quiet bestowing rest on Lyme,,,,,, 


Lemorandum j 


Fair and mild. 

The General came to see me about 8 this morning 

and, as alw a ]js, we h a d a pleasant conversational turn coverina 
no end of subjects, y 


Among other topics touched up was the artist and 
he wanted to know when I thought would be the best 
time for him and his wife to call on little ifiss Hunter, 


I did not tell him anything a bout the most exciting 
m the life of the artist a t just this moment, think 


nking 


news 

she wouid get a measure of pleasure out of the opportunity the 
might h a ve in pointing with pride to her new 
possession, of a ll things, an automobile. 

J T°l. a ir 9ari l? e Usin9 a peoan tree in new <* ud lender leaf a nd 

1 reckon that will serve her as well 


car 


. , - - as a conventional type 

house since the openness of the car's surroundings 

VhZ\V /0rd r i er * ver V opportunity to get a good view of it when 
sue gl a nces m the direction of the tree under which it stands. 


never 


She acquired the car yesterday, purchasing it from the 
garage up the Bermuda road a piece, 0f course she hasn't 
a license as yet a nd no license plates. Her grandson, Jackie' 
will conduct her whenever she wants "to broad". Of course 
l # a youth of perhaps 16 summers, hasn't 


Jackie's son 


Jodey Roc-jUe 
boy. 


s 


a n V license either so far as driving is 
concerned but such a minor point would scarcely deter 
either the artist or the boy who is Q stupid fellow, ‘ Junior 
can tear up a truck or a tractor without deliberate speed and 
i h a ve no doubt the artist's new car is heading 
for some rough going, I-t may last 

long enough for the artist to take a lessen or two but prob blv 
no more . I think sheis not the driver type but that will n 
not restrain her from trying her hand at it a nd if God be merciful 
as e is said to be, He will gently put artist and car into 
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» i t I 

Friday, May 4th, 1968, 


«• >033*41!, .r.S! frL P tiV\ jJ!" er s,ie 
^ri u J xj °/or 'vli. pu z l ,”‘ e ■”‘l por,t “ 6es(<i ' «• 

-s sifjFS^SisT 

U ?!-"* 40 5 ‘” e 

little Miss Hunter is nmn +h. n J e artl3t 3 reasons, 

/utu ~:■?«.. m 

dropped (II to(s s utning*and r e Dor **+?'*' f 18 ' 1 P lea3a Saves 

?pil u, qu :fuu s ./% ZZVei To^ITFi a ’r7 aPUd b “ 

a 0,101138 to tort oil dor net, potijn* „* lody-dootor pdien 

('■ ‘4 S Ashuille aria, U L thro u oh ? ".° rU Melina ,s„. 

diet liospit a l Mick, Old Si,,™'./../«,??? J 0/ 0 

W38t°S8°»S i 0 / /' , 8l1’ , ' t '‘“" S "" '»’>*(« *0 

r t'*3 i» 8 d> 0 pl efforts. So tilings turn 
odd /(„d W . V toondering .Iters our . a ndering a rtist n a y „e tonigHt..., 


Memorandum: 

i4 beautiful summer's day, 

I ran through a flock of mail between jumps 
today and discover that everyone of them, —the letters, — 
contained some point or other I wanted to check on again 
and 30 I shall hold them against another sitting on the morrow, 

A letter fromRobina states that she and Josephine 
-eans will be down Saturday unless Josephine cannot get 
away. In that event, Robina dn Caroline McClanahan 
will come down on Wednesday, Tlierewas something 
qbout some postcards somebody had made for Caroline Do non, 
reproducing some of her flower paintings. It is said these will 
be on the market next week at 10 cents a piece, — 
six cards for fifty nine cents. If that 

figure is correct, it would certainly represent an extra¬ 
ordinary saving of one penny which strikes me as odd. Perhaps my 
secretary read the figures incorrectly, 

The artist came to see me today in quest of sweet bazil 
plants and sunflower seeds. She says she is going to paint 
a picture of Leaman D a vis getting shot last Sunday, — 
a n account of the shooting in thisweek's Enterprise, She 
stated further that she had purchased a car which I hope 
seemed to be a surprised to me, &he says she isn't going 
to let her teen age. grandhoildren tear it for her, I'm 
not at all certain she is wise in that decision for 
I think they .<could achieve that a ct of destruction in about 
one or two turns, there bye saving the artist not only the up¬ 
keep o the thing butgiving her a chance to escape tearing up herself 
and the car, too, if 3he persists in her determination 
to operate the vehicle herself. 

Carmen called to read me some communications from 
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Sunday, May 6th, 1968. 



E tVJL P °: 1 9 :J c ^ rrentl y J nB aden-B a den , following Dublin, Edinburgh 
London and the Hague. She goes on to Salzburgh a nd thence 

h/A"* 06 f0 n-° ne da]J i Flor D ence t,ir *e days, Maples three days, Rom 
t.res days, Mice one day. Parish three days a nd thence home via 
Cherbourg. God knows there s enough to take up 
three days of sight-seeing in any of the towns mentioned 
but at this time of the year, three days in Maples as 
opposed to one in Venice seems a little odd but I 
suppose she wants to do Capri's Blue Grotto, Pompeii and so on. 
i cannot eradicate from my mind the question as to why n 


lady who has etired and has the 
nothing to do should make such a 
Europe in a month. I suppose it 
of the tourist group, made up of 
that pulls her along but why she 
..tangled up w ith such a crowd in 


balance of her life with 
whiz of a trip in swallowing 
is the pressure 
breakneck speeders 
should want to get 
the first place, I 


cannot imagine unless f as in the case of many another 
of whom we have heard, everybody making up 3Uch a party 
has a simply darling time a s members of such a three 
ring circu$. ^ 


James came to see me this afternoon, just at 
supper time. J. H. insisted he sup with us which 
> i e A id but sparingly since he was having to 

take Kay and I. S. Willard to dinner tonight. 

Me said K a y seems to be thriving on thelady doctor's 
limited medecine, the word, limited, being the important 
one sione she, the lady doctor, persuaded her patient to 
shelve all the quantities of stuff she has been consuming 
for just how long is anybody's guess. 


'the S. G.'s departed after dinner at noon. The 
lady spent too much of the morning with me and the 
General asked me fo,r a hana garden tour and liked what he 
saw and w a s very nice about Saying many a kind word, as 
is his custom. And so the week runs along and 
may it be a peaceful weekend in Lyme . 




Memorandum: 

Perfect weather and 
the entire week. 


the promise for same throughout 


With one minor exception, the weekend was 
pleasanet enough. K a y and James had invited me 
the camp for 4 p.m. on Saturday. I. S. Willard 
and Miriqm Carver were bidden for 4 o'clock, too. 

Two seconds before James arrived here to pick me up. 

Sister blew in with some dull elderly man 

who with his family is staying a t her house. Wfiy she 

h a d brought him down here, I wouldn't know. She asked 

me if I would give him a tour. I would. She asked me 

if she could get some gourd seeds which would necessitate tearing 

a lot of gourds to piece. She qould. The man J 

was surprisingly odd. He didn t remember ever h a vinq 

heard the wonf, mulatto, and asked its meaning. Ownership 

o objects seemed to be his primary interest, not the objects. 

He would place his hand on the bed in my boudoir, the grand 
father clock, a chest of draws, etc., etc., and would 
invan a bly ask the sa/i« t question: 

• 

"Do these belong to the Estate...." 

Tfiey did, indeeed. 


Well, by 4:30 while James waited, 
we did a round' and I ^ct impressively soaked from 
sweat, tearing gourds apart, etc., etc., and finally I 
got disent a nged from them, crawled into some fresh raiment, 
nd was off to the camp, —exhausted. We should 
h a ve known I. S. Willard would not have been there but she 
did arrive sometime between 5 and 6, but while 
everything went off ever so pleasantly, I found myself 
utterly bored and was gl a d when about 8 James could 
bring me home. 

I stopped at the big house to pick up the 
supper 1 had asked the cook to le„ve for me. I knew I 
would sup at the camp but I like to gather up 
tidbits jor the cats for the weekend. In the dining room, 
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had not latru/r^^ 0dy, ~P r ° babl V Sister, since I don't like her, 
tithlmiMiHr *? °, reeU d °° r aUd there was tUe bi 9 old boxer 
the food. 1 S 8 11119 r °° m alle havin 9 completely finished 

aannii Wl * " to J be *. °» r ? ching *ucc a but awoke within a 
couple of hours to listen to Texas Gubernatorial election 

l'ilV* 9 / 9 d9li Z lt9dGeneral Walker had run last in the 
list of 7 or-8 candidates for the Governorship. 

excent ie f n C r Ua frlih t0 n tU * * leS3ed tort in had been decorated Saturday 
except for fresh grandiflora magnolias which 

{ r l unde d up about 4:30 this morning and the place 
looked quite loyely. 1 got the 5 a .m. broadcast 

from Rome, detailing how John the 23rd, had 
decreeed and nominated" the Blessed 'artin 
to sainthood, after which 1 retired to the Chapel for 
half an hour of meditation. About 6 a.*., two of 

?! , r 8 ?o!y!} e, ‘ da PU ** U 1 an a PP earan ce. They were looking 

tUe Leaman D a uis funeral, being held for the 
victim of the shooting earlier in the past week. 

It was be iny held at St. Paul's, across the river from 
d a Beaufort s. I could think of 

nothing by w^y of fXoral tribute more fitting in the eves 
stmctively I felt he would approve. t 


across the fence this noon, 1 found mine hostess 


ve r 


At dinner 

Sheris tVrZ^L aUd n 01 l atantl J nip P itt 9 at ber husYand'7 every Zrd. 
in nivtiri nn!!« *' part V' °" and is a lw a yshigh s trung\bout e 

P ! / ex P l08i °Q °S sweetness and light on the 
day the party actually comes off, 

9un wfi-h 8 rn /iern °^ n J a9ain j° ur neys d to the camp to 
sup with James and A ay. It w a s all quiet and peaceful nd 
sunset and the lingering twilight over the river so Drettv 

0 nd so to this desk for communion with Lyme I*rejit, 


my 


Monday, May 7th, 1962. 


Memorandum ; 

A perfect summer's day, a perfect summer's night. 


And, altogether in harmony with the weather is 
my own state of happiness, what with the postman 
having handed me letters and packages this morning, including 
a registered one from Lyme, not to mention the parcel post 
section. Interruptions got between me*and 
secretarial assistance this evening and so everything now 
tucked away in the a rit ioir, awaits the morrow when I shall 
indulge in a pre-natal d a y season of delight. I should 
like to express my appreciation to little Miss Lee 
right now for today s and tonight's h a ppiness which 
will come into full flower oil the morrow. 

At coffee this morning, mine hostess sugges ted we 
drop everything and dash over across the bridge 
to call on Fathe Calahan which is just what we did. 

We found him sitting in a rocking chatr on his front gallery . 

his left arm in a plaster cast. Before dawn on 

Sunday morning, the barking off dogs in front of the rectory h n d 

disturbed the Reverened Father's rest. Thinking to 

dt3pell the racket they were making, he arose and, 

clad only in pajamas and slippers, took up a stick, 

w a lked across his front lawn and across the cattle gap 

where he slipped and fell , breaking his arm just a bove 1 

the wrist He felt around and fqund his lost slippers and 

returned to the rectory but I can't say wh a t happened 

to the noisey dogs. With dawn, he journeyed to town and 

h a d his arm put in a cast a nd his skinned knee fixed up 

a nd returned to St. Augustin's. I suppose 

bones of a person 79 years old are leisurely about 

knitting. In any event, I was glad to see he 

felt well enough to be up and about and that he 

felt like strolling with us over to theChurch where 

Celeste wanted me to see a small statue of Saint 

Martin of Porres atop the c onfessional. 

I don t know if she saw Thursday's Cane a iver Memo on 
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Tuesday, Hay 8 th, 1962, 


the cheating of the saint but her eagerness to have me 
see the little statue, a replica T g a ve her mama 

1 T e, Y V ears bach, just like the larger one gracina 
the i ucca-chapel leads me to believe she ' * 

the existence of both. Somehow 
impression at the time I 


has forgotten 

1 'got the 

D ^ - presented the little statue'to 

J adam Regard that either she or her daughter, in spite 
of their veneration of Church dignitaries, were shame- 
^ bout having a .. - 


saint of color in the house and 
passed along to a servent at the time which I 
thought just perfect all around. 


so my 


•faced 
gift was 


There was a d a nce-frolic at the local honkey-tonk 
onSunday evening bout a block up the road from the 
a rtist s house. My a gents report that the artist 
permitted'her daughter, Jackie, and the latter’s son. 

Junior, to mount her fine new second hand automobile with 
her. Junior driving, a nd ride'the block or'so to 
the aforesaid honkey-tonk. Once arrived, the 'artist 
descended buiher daughter and grandson remained in the car. 

Once inside the honkey-tonk, the artist expressed her 
satisfaction with life in general by doing a solo 
dance, much to the amusement of a ll present, 

hit'nrZ, 3 n n *°n t + 0 r J W0 ' V'* ^tist returned to her car a nd instructed 

tn nXI dr ) V S her home and * once arri vc<l, ordered him 

co Pat the aforesaid conveyance un er the sheltering 

Pecan tree and that was that. This first'chapter in 
the saga of the artist's a uto seems prosaic enough, I 
must confess, however, I a m already impatient to 
learn vbout the second chapter which, 1 have no doubt will 
be forthcoming shortly but not disasterously, 1 trust, 

-The nterprise 'phoned me this afternoon to a sk if 
I wished to have a letter addressed to me in care of the paver 
forwarded. I asked that it be opened and read to me. It 
was of no account but a s it came from a Reverend Father of 
the same order a s Saint Martin, written in pursuance 
of the column, I was pleased. t will appear 
in the May 10th issue of the paper, And 

now I fold up my beard, happy and yet impatient for the morrow . 


' Memorandum: 

Pure summer weather. 

My natal day eve is so very pleasant, thanks 
to the envelope and the gift package from 
Lyme. The card is so lovely and so harmoniously 
placed in companionship with the message it conveys, as 
added by little "iss Lee How redolent with joy 
life seems as I cast my eye in its direction and 
my memory repeats the sentiments contained therein. 

Vi thin the same envelope I was greeted by a 
second containing the portraitsof the gentleman and about 
hi 3 house which you had mentioned in the 

more extended greeting and about which I had heard nothing 

as to what decision had been made regarding it on 

theftashington level. In view of all the 

demands that will be laying claims on little Miss 

lee in the weeks and months ahead, I am 

the more touched by the portraits and find myself praying 

the Lord the transferring of them particularly at just 

this time may not occasion an untoward pinch 

In logical succession% the opening of the 
Package followed hard on the heels of the 
reading of the messages in the envelope. Hie 
Package traveled in perfect order and I am «. 
perfectly delighted with the steel file which 
is so convenient of size and so wonderfully 
suitable for my current needs that I cannot 
express my delight adequately. And t 

then I found such a delightful time betweenthe 

weed for me and the.feeders for ou,r friends of feathered persuasion i 
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Wednesday, May 9th, 1962, 


CLO 

it was with impatience that I wanted to have a at 

the whole business and shortly I had done 30 and 
shall be repeating again and again in times ahead • 

I never saw or felt a lovlier mouchoir type than came 
to hand, bearing Lestan's monogram and, after 
tomorrow, this particular package will go slap into 
the a moir.for costume implementation (with an i) 
on the first worthy occasion 

1 suppose little ^iss Lee must have been as 
impressed as I with the execution of one of the 
world's greatest edifices a nd the way the unique 
effect was achieved bythe lateration of the 
surface of the likeness so that every column and 
djoining recess stood out with wonderful clarity, 

Whether this is a n old or new treatment to 

obcain he striking effect, I know not but 

I do know that it automatically g a ve me 

an idea I want to undertake on my own hookd eventually, 

In the mean time, I shall be gazing at the creation 
a dozen times a day and shall be blessing little 
Miss Lee for having, as so often in the past, 
be praising the good Lord for all the inspirations 
forever flowing this way from Lyme, 

It goes without saying, of course, that the 
post brought me the greatest happiness of 
the entire day and my heart is bubbling 
over with gratitude, I am glad that in the 
same day, joy h a nd in hand with joy, I became 
a grandpa 18 times when the little bantie atop 
the old armoir on the front gallery hatched out 18 of 
the 22 egg3 on which she had been parked . I wis glad, 
too, that ^ames came along this afternoon so he could see them for 
he had been curious -bout their diminuative size, h a ving never seen ca 
little ones before, Some nuns, ~all nurses 
at Cabrini Hospital in Alexandria, also came this way and I 
was ahppy eo entertain them, especially in view 
of that order's kindness to Madam Regard, and naturally they 

An^nn^it % ra " + ( i Ch t ldr . en * just as bi 3 as bumble bees . 

And again my thanks for such a joyous natal day eve •••••••• 


1 emorandum : 

The weather is so mild and lovely 
and tonight's moon so pretty, 


it 


So--far a3 having a ccomplished anything today, 
would appear I spent most of my energy like 
the squirrel whirling around in his revolving wheel cage, 
going a mile a minute and coming out right where he w ent in, 


at 


Fug q bou continues his bout with the bottle, remaining 
home while the weeds as between Yucca and^hana continue 
thriving wonderfully since they have only me to contend with, 
but the vegetables continue advincing in spite of a measure 
of neglect and the radishes and mustard greens I 
r unded up before five o'clock this morning were 
bountiful in quantity for the big house and 
across the fence and for a few cabins nearby, 


Celeste had a couple of house guests and they wanted to 
do a round, between 9 and 11, I conducted the 
tour carry'a wand of office in the form of a pictuorial 
of Louisiana, rolled up in a mailing tube, which 
Celeste had presented as a natal day gift. 


map 


James arrived about 1, bearing gifts from 
the Walkers and from Kiy and himself. The Walker 
gift was food, the Register presents chairs, — 
an ultra modernoffice chair for my desk and a little 
low armchair in rose for the living room. The office chair 
introduces a somewhat odd note into my boudoir and while 
utilitarian and comfortable, I must say 

that 1 am so accustomed after 20 some odd years to the old 

hand made ante bellum chair I am soaccustomed to, it will tak> 

ma a little toliile to get into the 3 wing of the 

new one whose functional line§ metalic frame and contemporary 

leather imitation dcoutrements will eventually be 

soffened somewhat by the draping of an old fabric over same, 

Robina and Caroline McClanahan, who is Carrie's 
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nice arrived a little after 1 while 

y 0 Z 7-rZ/r' ZWaZ -* / 

HeV ririlrr? -- 

niZl^+ln J reacI °fconversation for they get alonq 
cel V together, James remained until 3 when h* m*n+ 

Sr? •«* 

minutes later to pick me up and 

^ l Jk me to town to sup at home with Kay and him. 
y brought me b a ck here around 8 and here I am] 

„ . On Friday theRegisters drive to ShreveDort 

ziuTAz z u r/% p r r\i /or ° c ° upi °« «* - 

about jautit to Ashvilie 
and so many of the other journeys that 

Z”}Z.TnZ‘. ZZaV/rAZ m 

exDreilinl* *? natal J°V and ^s manifold 
i» P ^ J 1 °f remembrances, I think I find 

ZZZZZZUi urpa °V n3 alwst 

*4 little container and its 

IPOhiII gsttr 

is something a bout the lovltness of the desian 
S *« cover and the sweetness of the pastilles 
that somehow brings Lyme so very dose and e vokes 
so much gratitude of the heart lo God for this 
latest evidence of a. _ . 


witl 


Thursday, May 10th, 1968. 


Memorandum• 

Fair and mild with 90 by day and 70 by night, 

Natalie's secretary or housegirl called me this 
morning, saying her mistress had to give 
up trying to get me on the 'phone, 

which shows what my attachment to weeding en erprises 

can lead me into losing. She said her mistress 

wanted to remind me that the wives of the Federal 

Land banker Presidents were being entertained in 

Natchitoches today and that after lunching 

at the Country Club, they would be visiting Oakland 

first and Melrose second, arriving here around 4:30, I 

called Natalie at theCountry Club at lunoheon time, asking her 

to switch the visitations so that Oakland would come 

second rather than first. I did so on the 

firm conviction that such a party woid always be behind 

schedule and I certainly didn't want them blowing 

in here at 5 o'clock supper time. The new arrangement was 

concluded andCarmen called me at 1:45, saying they 

were at that mament on the point of stepping into 

their cars and would arrive 'between 8:15 and 8: 30. I 

8aid that was fine and wasn't at all surprised when they blew in 

a quarter after 3 and I rejoiced I had changed the 

agenda. 


Natalie came with them as sort of hostess and Carmen 
in costume that looked mighty wilted, came along, too. 
getween the front gate where 1 met them and the big oak, 

I realized I had a bunch of dumb bunnies on hand and 
as the tour progressed it got duller and duller. 

The wives of Federal Land Bank Presidents should 
never include this bend of the river on their tours. 

I got no response out of my efforts in 
, the big house. Ghana left them cold, Only four 
carried to see theAfrican House murals a »d nobody paid 
much attention to the Yucca boudoir and before I had 
pointed out a couple of items which usually interest 
even the casual lilgrima, such as the grand¬ 
father clock in its case of blond mahogny, fashioned by 
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a sdave carpenter, some of my guests had wandered 

off ii)to the living room, I shepherded the rest into that 

room, gave them a quick look around with no intention of 

taking them to the back gallery, the chapel and so on, and I was 

right in deciding not to do that since two or 

three of the ladies had already gone out on the front 

gallery before I had mentioned more than a couple of 

tresors in that living room, I followed suit and 

on the gallery Natalie asked if cokes were available 

at the store, I said they were and that j was sorry the pressure 

of the party was such that I had not found time to serve cokes 

m the house as I had expected to do. It is seldom one 

f l,,ds a whole bunch of bags so wooden and I 

felt sorry, in a way, for them, their hostess and myself 

since it appeared to be a loss for everyone concerned, 

h rilnnll 9 / ad 7° 3e 1 e v Jame9 a PP ear a f ter *'*« b a nkers • bags 
. ad depcirted. He a nd Kay go to Shreveport on the morrow and 
immediately after she flies off for the Bluff at 8 
?•*?•* (** plans to return to return to the land of the 
Natchitoches and he expects to spend most of his time 
at the camp during the next two weeks to two months or 
however long K a y and la Storm remain at Ashville, Although 
depressed about the conditions that undoubtedly will 
reveal K,ay to be in poorer health when she returns, he 
has a marvelous way of keeping a happy frame of 
mind on other aspects of life. As 

he will spendboth his nights as well as his days at the camp, 

1 3l jPP°8e I shall see a great deal of him and I 

shall do what I can tokeep the sun shining as brightly as I can. 

Like so many of their feathered counterparts, the 

P, e . ac t °. 0 . ka f ind themselves at that place in the calendar 
when fighting seems to be the order of the day and one 

7thlr 3P V!ali» ie > maj0 ii Part ° S the doy tr V in 9 t0 trounce the 
A * ' C h 7 n l llrn a11 ° Uer the place and f™m every limb 
of tne big oak, across the magnolias in their 

upper branches and halting only long enough to 

screajn with a volume so piercing that it can be heard for several 
wiics. I reckon the neighbors are tired of the racket but I 
get so accustomed to it, I scarcely notice it, 

+nm Everybody loves the little bantiea and I sent six of them to 

InTlil eu eniiig to the clerk s boy who is anxious to try 

raising some. That leaues the mama with a dozen 

and two more prospective mamas expected to,swell the 

num er of featheredne igh bors any day now 1 am 

giving others to Clementine, Doreatna, Fug a bou and so on, 

and I hope they all have as much luck a s 1 with them,,,,,,, 


ri'day, May 11th, 1962, 


Memorandum ; 




re summer. 


ihanks to the fine weather, the cotton 
continues thriving, the hoe hands keep on swinging their 
instruments across the cotton fields and the b a ntics keep 
n$ht on setting, t 

• , 3 P ite °f the dry spell of late, the g rass keeps 
rig/it on growing, both in the h a y fields and in the gardens, 

Olite, son of the late Axe, usually takes care 
of the lawns but for a couple of weeks now, he has 
been stuck in the hay fields and Ida Red is pushing the 
power motor a cross the greenswards, Ida Bed, sometimes 

ii* ,** ro { e sometimes in the role of boy, has been effecting 

men s garb of late a nd has been courting 
a young lady, the latter'obviously a female if 

one isAt so sure of her courtier, Ida Red compalined- to me today 
that his girl friend had torn three $hirts off his b a ck in as 
many recent weeks. It must be 

a somewhat rough courtship for Ida Red broke his girl friend's 
arm last weeks.-.d, so boistrously do they battle in 
the game of love, < 

. As forJugabou, he Continues fighting the bottle with the bottle 
seeming to be maintaining the upper hand thus far 
this week, I hold the thought that by Monday the 
money will all have been spent which may be one ineentive for 
*ugabou to get b a ck on the jub but by then there 

will probably be need for more assistance in the hay field and so I 
cannot count much of vegetable garden help from that quarter. 


Ida Red, o course, is one of those rare fusions of 
sex which the Greeks described as a fusion of Hermes 
and Aphrodite and sometimes I wish the male 
peqcoks were more like Ida Red, By that I do not mean to 
imply I wish they would break their girl friend's 
arm but a little less male might bring about <. 
less rumpus as between the two male birds, —such pretty 
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birds to look at, so unpleasant to litten to, This 

morning about 5, one could see the h silhouette of 

the bigger one outlined atop the African House in solitary 

grandeur and incessently hollerin’ in strength that 

must have carried half way to Natchitoches, I suppose 

he will get over his feud with the other male peacock in a week 

or so but until then both day and night is going to echo to the 

screaming. The hen , 1 believe has begun laying and possibly 

setting but I haven't discovered where as yet, &he pays no 

attention to either of the m a l« noise-makers and only occasionally 

emerges from h is sequestered hiding place I hope the 

boys wear themselves out long before the hen brings forth 

her offspring which, 1 suppose, will be at least a full 

month hence at the very earliest. 

Carmen called me this morning to compare notes on the 
wives of theFederal Land bankers. She said she had never felt 
so frustrated as she did at close of day when she had finally 
divested herself of them for she said her efforts 
to entertain them, even as Lucille Prudhomme at Oakland and 
I down here, had all failed utterly and she felt all of us 
justfied in feeling resentful at the waste of time and 
energy that had been expended on them, I believe 
it was R, B, who entertained the bankers themselves, for 1 
think R, B, may be President of the local Federal 
h*nd B a nk, and if so, it undoubtedly fell to 
Natalie to dine them at the country club, 
engineer the Old Lemee House reception and the ensuing 
Cane^iver hejira. If so, she must be feeling mighty 
washed out by the futility of everybody’s efforts to strike 
at least oni little spark of interest, J really 
feel sorry for Natalie in having had to shoulder the full weight 
of such a rare assortment of dullards and I find myself 
wishing I had tried a little harder to dispense hospitality 
even though none of the quests seemed conscious of the common effort be in 
made on a ll sides to make their day in the Natchitoches country 
pleasant, 

I was impressed by one thingCarmen told me 
a nd that was that when the party reached Oakland > II !l atalie never reall 
get out of her car but simply sat there and waited while the 
guests riding with her did the rounds and returned to the car, 
which, it was stated, did not take long. One thing is 
probably certain, the guests were undoubtedly as happy to be 
rid of all of usven as we were to see the last of then.. 


Sunday, Hay 15th, 1968, 


Memorandum : 4 

Summer and moving from mild to hot and quite dry, 

I liked the calm obtaining in thesjs parts and 
I was delighted with the visitor or two putting in an cppearance, 

Satu day was especially delightful because the 
morning post brought a dandy letter from Lyme, together 
with enclosures that interested me no ind. The 
accounts of little Miss Lee’s hurly-burly 
as departure day grows closer make me hope that there 

+ raeasure °f re3t a »<* relaxation when she reaches the other si< 
and that somewhere while three, she may pick up some extra 
strength as against the mountain of things to be untangled 
when she once more finds herself back at Lyme, 

It was so characteristically thoughtful o her to send along 
the address of a mutual friend and the notations regarding the editorii 
pages of the Enterprise, the best dates to cease and to resume co mmunit 
tions and so forth. 

The clippings are wonderful, especially the 
details given the cannonisation of theBlessed 
Martin all of which I have gone over with so much interest. 

Of course I had not heard of the death of the Oklahoma City 
Proud Possessor”, and the arrival of Me clipping 
demonstrated for the billionth time how wonderful is 
little Miss Lee, I thought ames might 
enjoy reading the article, as he used to go to 
Oklahoma City frequently when he lived at Norman, He 
had brought some editorials he wanted to share with me 
and so, before supper, we read the clippings and 
I was delighted with points of the<Hlcreasc mansion- 
museum, He said there ms one section 
consisting of four or five very large rooms, one 
after another and each having a step or two, up or down, 
underlining the separation. He recalled the walls being dedcorated 
with outstanding paintingsby masters who 
recorded Indian likenesses, and pedestals around each 
room, toppped by bromesof excellent design. 

He said the University of Oklahoma Indian style 
shows were held there annually, too. 
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was happy to heor Jatalie's voice this morning on the 
phone. She mentioned the j rand letter she had 

r Z e i: e *S r ° n Uttl f Uis3 Lee wh ° was, as usual, doing wonderful tl 

back I had 8U ° PP l" 3 S° r t™*** 3 , •to., etc. A while 

back U had xtold her to keep me in mind in p 

brithday the last day of this £&&&, suggesting 

J 1 °**l hin 9 personal might be nice, perhaps some little" J 

gadget like a pen or some such. She said she had found 

something and would like to bring it down this afternoon. 

as a rr ni V ft a it ilrn \ bi l P acka 9 e » beautifully wrapped 

as a gift. It turned out to be two reclining chairs 

for the camp, precisely like a couple they 

^itln dy J iaVe Ihe cam P can absorb a couple of 

extra ones and * shall be ±xx returning two cuair in pilee of 

thatlili r9 Vi V6d fr °+ JameS and Kay for my birthday and thus f 
lunl C0 T ° e 7 en * « fotaliewas also b earing a 

We°chatted ??r VhuV °' f , " ay 9U aUd U really is beautiful. 

auite n hit # * a 'i h ° Ur ’ °° verin 9 a wid3 range of subjects,— 

quite a bit a bout her European jaunt and so on. 

of*tilth "'rtlV?! that may or may not have some foundation 
htZl* +> PC !' ot but in V ' 3W of all that has gone 
before, there may be something to it. She said 

coTsllteTtiV/t! work i. ny S° r Ue Path flic school in town, 
consulted with the sisters and the priest there abouta home thev 
had purchased from Pat sometime back on which they had paid 9 
^ithly instaiments. After a year or so, they found they 
had p aid only IS dollars and the rest had gone to other 9 charges Th 
Pat t8 nri Wa + a i^ qt ! e - U , Up Wi th J atalie s husband who called ° 

i+, n l ii ld lm J ie Was 3,l0ck *d by such doings. Pat said 
it was all normal business transactions and that 

s e aid°he ? b **i 9 Uia i°° ks for Julie's husband to see but tl 

;r ." m °' J 

something else. I didn t tell aata-lie but 

this gossip did recall the time when Pat was a little 

or perhaps a big boy, say IS years old or so, and how he event th <• w 

only uJTf ** a i* iria . an * i«tt.r had told him thaYtll 

only, thvmef primary importance in this world is 

money and that he should always strive to see he rounded up a plenty 

____ oame Ui3 afternoon about 4 :30 and we went to the 

over here * \ \ 9a J d JU3t he 6 tarted 

e * a D bi J old truck dr °vc in to the camp, bearing 
Horace, Ed.Rand and another man. 2here purpose 9 

was Jo carry away the big old butaine tank they 

^ think Horace* Ik™ if) lUary l*!*' Xhey 30t %t alright but 
l think Horanoe should have 'phoned or dropped Times a line asking 

flock of guests and such an engineering chore would not have been in 
order in the middle of a * unday a fternoon........ ° 69 " 


Monday, May 14th, 1962. 


Memorandum $ 

Summer is upon us and the Hew Orleans radio is 
beginning to talk about drought in the central and northern 

Ghnln°',', S en°ei m* + 1 ' m beginning to want to dampness for the 

Crtiana vegetables but at supper tonight, , J 

J. H. was expressing the hope it wouldn't rain for at 

moif t iVi°i U9 + week \ According to the weather Bureau, he is 
mor$ likely to get his wish than ,. am I. 

Juanita A. called me Sun ay morning to say 

convenient for me, she would like to come down 
today to get some plants. When I responded affirmatively she 
suggested I not mention the fact across the fence, since 

ne e inhl d / UaUita f* W ° U2d pro - bly together and if my 
Snve t LVZ !!? W l rU9 J in aduance of their arrival, they might 
whatnot. S ±lme by tlUS auoidin 9 a "must" round of coffee and 

r» 9 7 C h° C J C co // ee > mi,le hostess asked me if I had heard from 
Juanita A. Naturally I lied and. responded negatively. Mine hostess 

far d T>]mi+t l ! > '}+h t l* strange that Juanita A. would 9 come down 
! without advising me in advance. I responded that 
J^cnita A. indeed had mentioned coming for Giant's Beard a 
eek ago and that I had told her I would ossen the stuff so she mioht 
pick it up any old time. Mine hostess said that 9 

would° al i 9ti h l r Swid °Vafternoon to say she and Juanita A. 
would re down sometime Monday morning. I wish those girls 

would agree on their stories before they get me tied up in 
lying for them individually or jointly. P 


^ Al i d j. about mail time, both ladties arrived 

JuLitn a e nn/iV lt8t anting twice as much as 

juanita A. and there was much digging and much 

sweating on my part and the y finally drove off, 
tbeir Folkswqgon loaded like something heading 
out for Jtoah's ark. * 

and I M L day ° t,ierwi3e + was busy with my own pursuits at gardening 
and 1 made it a point bo drop everything y 

when 6 $30 arrived so I could get the evening 

news casts. Returning Jrom Ghana quite adrip, I found ^ames 
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Tuesday, May 15th, 1962, 


awaiting me at Yucca• He says he i3 staying at the camp /or a few 
days, He remained until after 8 and what I don't know about 
what is going on 'in the world will or would fill many a n hour of 
radio time, He s >said that if I could join him on either 
Saturday or Sun ay night, he would like to invited 'r. 
and Mrs,Walker down for 4 p,m,, to remain to sup, and said 
he wouo&d appreciate it if I would mention . 
it to them, should 1 have occasion to be talking with them 
in between times, I inquired if. the invitation was to include 
Mr8, Walker's mother and the 12 year old Ken Walker, junior, 

He said he really hadn't had them in mind but it would 

we alright if they came, I shall relay the 

invitation as for r, and Mrs, Walker, Period, One 12 year 

old withfive grown-ups at a camp supper isn't my idea ofthe Emily 

Post tradition, since the 12 year old would be bored with 

us and we with him in view of the.remofe control exerted over 

his rambunksush vitality, 

From out of no where, it suddenly occurs to me I had 
better knock off a column one of these days 
about the post cards Caroline's niece has had printed 
carrying a likeness ofa Dormon sketch of a flower 
on six different cards, I know perfectly 

well the cards will never sell but the least I can do, * guess, 
i3 to sound a trumpet in praise of Miss Dormon 
generally, using the c ards as the excuse for the column. 

Such a column will be dull enough and probably ought to find itsi way 

into print a bout a week hence for T have already written ' 

one for this week Thursday's issue although, for the 

life of me, I cannot recall on what subject but»vaguely it seems 

to me it was wonderfully dull when knocked off, 

I shall not dwell on the post cards, of course, but simply 
mention they exist and where they may be purchased in town. 

My point in doing the column, of course, is to make 
a gesture in the direction of r arrie's niece for 
having had the cards made but primarily to present 

Louisian^s most notable flower-girl, as arrie certainly is, with a lit 
bouquet in hopes it may please her,,,,,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 

Summer but with a surprising show of clouds in late 
afternoon, bringing a pin-point drizzle lasting about 2 minutes. 
Half hour later the sun was out again and tonight 
the moon hasn't some much as a wisp of a cloud 
to share the he a vens with her, 

Natalie called tonight „bout 7, She 
didn’t have anything in particular to say other than 
that she had enjoyed her little Sunday visit, even as 
did I, She said the eal reason she called was 
to share a line with me she had^found in some poem j 

xxxxxBEraajagxiaatxa 

"Evening lasted all afternoon,,,,,,,," 

I told her it somehow eminded me of the 
line she once heard the artist toss off j 

"Gray is for sad,,, . " 

Fanes was supposed to come for noon dinner or evening 
supper but he never did put in an appearance 
although he was at the camp last night and through today. 

One of my agents reported hiqi at the artist's house this a fternoon 
but perhaps that visit impelled him to chase to town 
to ,et some white paint for her. She-called me at noon 
to say she was.doing a picture for him but had 
run out of white paint 

The artist told me she wasn't vexy busy, having only three 
pictures to paint for some lady somewhere or other and two for 
Mr, Pipes, file majority of artist finding 
themselves possessed of half a dozen orders would probably 
count themselves right in the swing of prosperity but 
a half dozen orders means nothing at all to the 
artist, and probably even less so, now that she 
keeps a car under her favorite pecan tree. 
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Natalie in this evening's conversation, 
mentioned that there had been a lot of racket in 
the le a ves going on under her window nightly and-, eventually 
she discovered an armadillo h a d dug a big hole there right 
where a cape jessamine bush flourished until the animal 
finished off the roots, therebye finishing the 
bush. She said the noise of dogs last night impelled 
her son, John, to investigate with a flashlight 
and a huge armadillo was stalking a bout the place, 
rwas sorry I h a d to report that thetrs was not the only 
such animal about since another section of the front gallery 
here at Yucca sagged today, what with those 

worthless animals digging madly under the pavement a nd to what 
point I cannot imagine and I doubt if they know, A 
dog with a n ounce of sense would worry them away from a 
residence but the locals hound has no sense and when 
anything from a n armadillo to a hog appears, he thinks 
it is time to play and he goes on a frolic with them and 
they apparently enjoy the companionship, 

While ■■atalie was on the .wirethe two peacocks, one 
on theAfrican House roof, the other atop Yucca t 
began shouting at each other, Soe piercing, as 
you know, is the sound of their voices that Natalie 
paused to ask which menmber of my menagerie was making 
such anrdibketiegetable section, it would seem there will 
be a fine assortment of tomatoes from whch to select one's 
preference before long, I spent some time 
this a fternoon tearing up into long bandage-like 
strips some old sheets, using the aforesaid b a ndages to tie up the 
tomato plants, using bamboo sticks, driven into the 
ground, to supply the means of keeping the plants 
off the ground therebye preserving the fruit from 
staying on the g round and going to pieces. Some of 
the tomatoes are already the size ofjantie eggs and give 
promise to being ready for eating within 
another 3 or 4 weeks, I am impatient 

to pluck the first one and taste the wonderful flavor that only 
the vine-ripened .one offer. 

So spins the day and so I must spin a few letters and 
then fold up my beard against another day,,,,,, 


Wednesday, a y 16th, 1962, 


Memorandumt 

Pure summer, 

heat i> P ilh a i a "J + reeZ l °v t the southwest tempered today's 
neat which wasn t much above 90 but y 

Z2/r n0U T h Z*" in sunshi "* *o make it seem 

to nr*nn r+¥°i 7 ° 0 ^ kittle odds and ends attended 

yesterday afttinZ* n J 3S " 9 up tomato vines “>her« I left off 
blhVZVLi l * 9 s a s H oc * 90Urd uine3 fading skyward on ™ 
bamboo poles and off the ground where, if left to tfiemselvZ 

•»-4 VoTi i;u :r^rv,T erruptei 

80 * a Place about 100 miles of London 

and what they were doing in Louisiana, I didn't a sk, beina 

them"on°their*w 3 , tliem T tlle l 100 * tlle V l °anted a nd then speeding 

1 - s 

a3ked irne how I liked the people and I 

‘.Vni t'lSZ'rZ a * r(£ "‘* 40 said he thought they met be 

fine people as they were traveling in a Cadillac y us oe 

of contemporary vintage,, I must say, 

aZ though he doesn t give the impression, J^H, is probably 
fools and sages enough to be found in either, 

horticultural 0 *^fVrt» 9 T 9& * 30me help from And V in 30me 

had to ll „ 'J + T 8 P ursui "g Mi* afternoon but I 

anJlrVetTfe 

He mentioned having seen J, H, when he a rrived and the 


» 
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Thursday, a y 17th, 1962. 


latter had urged him to stay to supper, all of which 
resulted in cooking the balance of my gardening activities, 
although, thanks to the presence of a waxing moon over the^hana 
garden, I was able after eight o'clock to return and 
finish some tidying up by moonlight. 

This reminds me of something Kay remarked 
a couple of weeks ago when I declined with thanks some 
proffered trip into the coun ry or a jaunt to Texas or 
some such• 

"I thought we moved to Natchitoches so that we 
might see you often but it seems as though we so seldom 
do much more than beforel " 

I was interested in the first part of the sentence, — 
a decision made without consulting me, and I thought 
the latter part slightly exaggerated. Be that as it 
nay, after more than 20 years of getting an existence rigqed up, 
I haven t the slightest intention >of shelving it without 
mucy ponder ng, especially when the primary 
point would be to assist people with time to kill on 
their hands when I seem to have so many projects I should 
like to devote myself. 


I was interested in doings by furred and feathered friends 
along the front gallery this afternoon. One of the 
black cats w a s stretched out full length along the edge of the 
gallery pavement while the mama b^ntie with her 
flock of little children strolled along the greensward adjoining 
the gallery. I tossed them some food in the form of corn bread 
and mama and the children went after it with gusto but Tom 
was too hoh to bother with, food. The little ones,after 
they had had all they wanted, disdained what was left 

V± f0Un J-r a Uew ■ r ° rm °f f un in Jumping up on Tom's tummy and slidinq 
down and /om never so much a s flicked an ear. Then a peacock, senstn 
food near the spot, started in the direction of Tom and the 
children whereupon little old m a ma bantie jumped on the peacock 
and the latter retreated, astounded at the onslaught........ 


Memorandum : 

Fair and warm with a promise of a widely 
scattered shower that never did develope. Along 
about first dark this evening, there was a.great blustering in 
the skies, wind blowing in strong gusts and 
clouds tumbling all over each other. The crack 

of doom might well have been expected to sound at any time durina 

l'' e . u P.^ oar » lmmedlatel y a S* er which the breeze vanished and the clouds 
with it, with never so much as a drop of rain falling. !ihe 
skie3 are now a s clear as a bell a nd the moon 
wonderful, 

TheAmerican Medical Association continues blanketing the 
air waves with propagn a da against Mr. 

Kennedy's proposed Care for theAged pl a n. I know 
nothing about the merits of the bill but in the President favors 
it a nd A. M.A. opposes it, 1, naturally, a m 
in favor of it. 

Somehow it strikes me as the old, old story of the 
dumbness of people in one line of endeavor when they find 

+i 9Vt inin 9 i 8 in anottier field. I a m thinking of henry Ford in 
the 1960 s, testifying bxfore a. Senate Committee and 
dclanng the united States would bankrupt itself if it 
borrowed a billion dollars. I'm thinking, too, how 

ll08 P ital insurance tooth and nail, only to be deliqhted 

aeTmnrl m'n' 9 * ™ Ge , i * had Passed, and the doctors discovered they could 
get more money out of the patient since his hospitalization 

was taken care of by the insurance the doctors had so wildlu 
opposed. And now the y 

A. M. A. is having spasms about the impending 
health for the aged currently in the legislative hopper and I. 
for one, am holding the thought the thing will be enacted. 

he spokesman for A. M. A., some gentleman from Florida, is forever 
proclaiming on the air that. everybody he knows over 65 has ample 
funds to take care of medical needs.. Verily his circle of 
acquaintances must be limited. 

Mrs. W a lker called tonight to say her husband h a d 
to be in Baton^ouge this weekend and therefore 
they would have to withdraw their acceptence of the 
invitation, issued on behqlf Vtwa,,’ 

invitation to sup at the camp on Sunday 

afternoon. Perhaps Ken, jurnior, a nd his grandma , Mrs . Genung, may be 
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the invitations mgiht be issued by the host so that 

the question of substitutes might be settled by 

the host directly. I, personally, should h a ve been 

just as happy if the invitation might h c ve been withheld 

u»t,2 Kay and James could receive the guests but I suppose 

nobody, most of all James, knows Att when Kay 

will be coming bqck from theCaolin a s. Her 

progress at the'Iortl>Carolina hospital will depend on several 

factors, too, a nd, unfortunately m a ny of thoe 

elements having little or nothing to do with 

the patient directly. A .letter 

from Kay to Janes indicates Auht Willie arrived with retinue just 

after K a y had gone through her preliminary examination 

T>id was supposed to be flattened out and quiet. It seems Aunt 

Willie h a s quiet a n elaborate agenda all readvfor 

executions, —trips for herself and Kay to various 

people living in, around and about HortU Carolina, — 

calls and overnight visits to Winston-Salem, Wilmington, 

and n flock of re$io.ns all over the place I never heard ofi. 

3 .°y 30 • 3Uch hi 9* Jinks don't sound to me 1 

MiKe the ideal program for Kay who is . . 

supposed to be a patient not a pilgrim, I must say T 
can readily appreciate the determination on the part of James to 
take a determined stand pgainst J 

being a party to all this sort of tomfoolery. 

I didn't see James today. J. H, said 
he ahd seen him this morning and invited him to 
join us at dinner but J a mes had appearantly had to 
go to town and he didn 't put in ... 

"’,7 at Supp ‘ r *• at thi camp, it is 

said. My own afternoon was fairly busy with 

a flock ofehores and I w a s gold when I 

could divest myself of soaking rainment and jump 

into a tub at close of day, , . . 

A letter from Rudolph speaks of his active life and 
rsTiarfrs how cordial Celeste always.is with her invitations to 
him to come over here for a visit. Celeste serves him 
a cup of coffee at 9 a.m., thereupon setting him adrift for me to 
entertain the balance of the visit. I sam not 1 1 

Tf hil Tette e /, er8n ° e U aJore3aid imitations in my acknowledgement 

n7nr£ti nh Llt f ir ed e /r0m town J a3t night. She was over from 

\ 3 on a P ari:meu t for her son, Johnny, currently 
completing his freshman yearin some Texas college and going to 
summer sbhool in “atchib-c\-s. - wtll we • W aC o gril 


Friday, May 18th 1962, 


Memorandum • 

Cloudless skies, with a temperature around 89 d ring 

th^wnlm+h^i ^ hreezea t,iat vanished with sunset, leaving 
the warmth m large measure and a magnificent . J 

moon, 

• • 

And h a uing written the above, 1 paused to 
answer the phone . J. H. was calling from his 
house to say Sister had just called him to say she would 
be down with some people onSaturday afternoon and 
asking if l could give them a tour,, I could. 


In the morning I shdL 1 be having the^heriff's wife. 
i^ose name is Cathelene or some such mUorris, and her sister, 

Lenore, of Texas. I suppose she isn't'the 

lost 'enore of whom Edgar Allen Poe used to 
sing. 

Ttirow in sows uninitiated hoe hands, fresh out of 

o'nnulri Vin Pat f Ch 0t dau ” iin 9 011 the n orrow, gentlemen who can't tell 
a gourd vine froma weed ti and it looks^as though my. 

day will.prepare me in large bulk for supperat the camp. 

Sunrtav 16 ,!^?niJi i i ht *'}Z per Wal * era is offf for this coming 

Sunday, what with Mr.Walker inBatonRougeand the second 

Walker car in ai uncertain condition. I reckon 

inTtaT^ l ihel U hnii il n dll l 9 V l i * 0 * 0Wn > P icked up ber mama and the 

ana taken them back again but i let the 

ciand when the car business was mentioned, thinking 

a Sunday evening s upper would be more of a success^with 

four grown-ups than with five of $uch varying ages. 

''ames came to see me ,around six when I was putting 
some finishing touches on Ghana gardening. He brought 
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two or three books with him, recently received from 
M arlboro. H e read at some length from one which 

found unusually interesting. I believe the title, a poor title, 
is me*papt*h Town Papers, which does nothing for 
<ny imagination. 4s I recall, the author 

is a Mrs. Arnot Robertson. But the treatment lof • 

I'! 8 J n +t er i« 1 i3 , alri 9ht and the p a pers are w nderful. t seem 3 
that the Spn sh town is Kingston, arnica. During the 
American Revolut on, lots of ships, perhaps - a t > ousand, 
taken by opposing forces, were taken into Kingston where their 
papers ofall sorts, log books, mail and so on, 

were turned over to the Court., ‘The judge in matters of captured 
ships got nothing if the ship were set free, and therefore it 
seldom if ever was thus turned loose. *he standard convicting 
testimony for assured condemnation was that somebody 
testified that he saw ship's papers thrown overboard as the 
boat was being docked. Hius the ships were 

almost always confisdated and the contents and boat itself sold as 
prize money from i bhich the judge got a 

substantial cut. All the papers were impounded and nothinq was 
ever done a bout them until just recently when the author obtained 
access to them, after years, — a bou 200,. of 

rough treatment that must have destroyed more than half. Personal 
letters to and from private citizens, here explored for the first time, are 
3urprisinglywistful a nd one wonders about the people * 

„ ^nomthey were addressed who never received them. There is at least 
one letter by George Washington to somebody. I think 
the bulk dates between 1776 to the e arly 1800's. Papers reveal 
J-ota of points about cargo, including one boat, manned 
by 43 seamen with Captain, not to mention a cargo 

lurnil/rt 1 *? 88 " ^7 is / e S erence *0 the number of slaves who by some mir 
survived the voyage from Africa, only to 

die of starvation in Jamaic where there seems to have been a great 

food shortage some of the time at least. gather from 

the hop, skip and jump method of going through the book that 

it sometimes happened that a n English boat would 

capture another English boat and take it into Kingston for the 

inevitable confiscation, suggesting that, even as in other 

times, money was more important that 

patriotism both for capturer and for judge. 


And so much for 
advances andl must do 
turn in the moonlight 


he°panishTown Papers and the hour 
a few little chores, take a brief 
through hana and thence to my pillow 
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Sunday, May 20th, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

Continued hot and dry. 

t ’’ ' * 

A bowl of gardenias grace my desk, nodding approvingly with 
each tap of this keyboard as I pen this’line to 

\ill U L ' US Lee ,: 1 Wi9f i they were on her de8k instead of mine so their 
fragran ce could suggest how the telepathy is working. 

Saturday was a shambles so far as Sister and her Shreveport 
associates were concerned intheir visit here. . H. had said 
she would arrive at 2:30 or 2. She blew in after 3, 
bring 8 or 10 people. I had made an appointment 
with ^ames to pick me up for the camp at 4. And so 
we did a tour, followed by no end of hubbub at the big 
house about serving coffee. There wa9 a heap of 
chatter about some mighty expensive berries, brought primarily 
for J. . butthere ,would be some for me. Very graciously 
I announced I didn t care for any and that statement 

on d» y subject alwayspuzzles and confounds her. Yes, I simply had to have 
some and so a double d puas prepared, heaping up a ' 

large vegetable dish. 

At that magical moment, some of the 
remiining residents of Shreveport who hadn't 
come with the first batch, arrived. I was asked if I 
would give another tour, it t'ten being 4 o'clock. I would 
thought l tyad better ake the berries with me but whv 
they f ouldn t be left in the big house ice box, 
wasn t clear. Well, if I didn t want to take them 
with me, she would '■•ring them over to my 
house later. I would take them with me and much was 
r,bout the amplitude o the gift, —by the donnor, Hf 
out, the second contingent and I. We got as 
far as Ghana where I placed them on the table by the 
window, and before we got out of that place. 

The table had been elevatedso demonstrated how it might serve as blinds a 
Lo.... .the berries flew out of the ’ a 

window, smashing the big bowl and scattering 
beerries all o er the place, —outside. 


Sister 


said 

course 


And so we st 







*• 


* 
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onday, M a y 21st, 1962, 


that w a s a great waste of breath for they couldn t wait to get back to 
the big house where lister was dispensing coffee to spill all 
the berries, Five minutes later, one o her big house guests was 
delegated to bring me not one but two big dishes of berries to 
replace thefirst batch,' Fortunately James and I were „ble 
to head out without g etting entangled by the Shreveport 
contingent and found ourselves in the quiet of the camp 
along bbut 5 o'clock, 

This morning about 6, Andy came to 'phone his uncle in Natchitoches 
and as he and hi s' brother who live along below the spillway where theartis 
dwelt in former times, a nd as they both like berries, 

I was so happy totnclude the whole s'hootihg match with the other 

things from the garden which Andy felt would 

stqnd him and Albert in good stead in the food section, 

This afternoon & a y called fromAshville, , C,, 

and James and I talked with her. She 3eemed to be 
feeling alright and 3ays she is returning here on the 
28th, after Aunt _i Hie has enjoyed her Ashville 


vacation, I had'"supposed that 
K>y was to be the patient in the /forth Carolina go-round 
I am certain about i 6 nw and perhaps neither she nor 
needs as muchphysical trea meat as Psychiatric 


but 

her auntie 


Thcdi22ines3 ofSaturday was increased somewhat 
by the number of people the college sent on the 
assugptiondown here I had nothing to do but receive people. 
On Saturday morning x had two or three bags by 
appointment and nothis Sbbbath morning, J} H, didn't seem 
a ble to think of anything better to do than 
to drags 3ome weekend guests at 
a camp by the spillway to get -Up before breakfast 
to come here for a tour. As the camp guests 
didn t breakfast until 10, they had ample 
opportunity to expTore ye olde plantation 
in advance of the breaking of their bread, and 
they didn t seem to mind a bout taking up my time 
they were interested in nothing about what they 
And so turned the local 'weekend and- although I 
am glad it is over, it rejly wasn t so bad . 


even though 
encountered, 


’Memorandum: 

hot, dry and a pleasant breeze, 

+ n Hn^ t ^° 1 T 3 i 1 ^ S Ji L i 0Uella 90t herself a new Low Paul 
today a nd I hold the thought there may be ' 

years of wedded bliss stretching out before them, 

ti n t° W i^ Ul iS a rat,ier l nrge gander, taller 
than Louella, a nd is easily distinguished from her lilv 
f'*?'* 33 by the fact that although Low Paul, too, is white 
*? ■ lar 3e Pleasure, he does havea couple of dar-darknrav 
almost black spots in the general neighborhood of his tail, 

Doreatha drove back to Little ^iver thin nf+*-rn« n » 
and got the gander from her m a m a , H a lf a mile down the 
highway, where the Little&iv'er road joins, she saw Andv 

C Ume° & ^^dh^Vought it 

«:r 

i°tZai°all he a littl^l^'^f ° S ^ P * a09$and their new asTociate. 
a11 a to ° strange and different for the newlu 

lZ,Vn Tu tn "‘ oomfr lnWna, 

? r 3 v nd ° aCk to 4ha"a vegetables, A little 

Low Paul W ha di3a PP° int note that 

to mi nointri' hU 'T had wandered over 

7 S operations, I sauntered behind him b.ck to 

la basse-cour and tossed out some more corn 

and some bread, casting some inside the enclosure for 

from Louella, At dawning I shall y 

turn out the ducks and Louella for a romp in 

hlL*7f . l/ eel J UU l certai "Low Paul by then will feel 
himself a confirmed member of the webbed foot batallion. 

It was a day of peace around and bout and I enjoyed 





From the Francois Mignon Papers, flM-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS A! 


11791 


the return to normal vibrations obtaining about 
the place. At 9 o'clock 

c0 M ee » 1 learned something from mine hostess thatseems 
K* in * + , *° 3t « s 3 mentioned that Joe and Juanita A had 

indeed taken off for Washington by car a nd added that 
before leaving Juanita A. had called her to ask if she 
couid dispose, that is to say, give away for her, 
t^e ciothing her mama, Mrs. Anderson, had been possessed of 
at the time of her death. Mrs.Anderson was a very 
small woman, probably less than 5 feet in 

^ or f° r years, l believe, weighing sometine like 
80 some pounds. When Miss C a mmie died, she, like Mrs. 

i iV }°A ine r* wa3 not possessed of an extensive 
wardrobe and, like' f rs .Anderson, 

ieve j clothing was modest of pattern and cut. 
in miss Cam s case,it w a s thought 3 he would have approved 
trying her thin s go to old neighbors, such a s good old 
Celine bocque, etc., etc., and they were indeed 
t us passed along for use by those who could use them 
to heartening a vnatage . 'I nearly swallowed 
my asni-tasse this morning, however, when Celeste 
confided that Juanita A. had reuqested that the 
clothing of Mrs .Anderson be given to white people only.. 

nnd ,Iat t , n V + l h ^ ame8 ' b i rtUda V in the offing, — the 3 1st,— 
and what with his recent giving a w a y of books, I 

gave up the notion of purchasing one for his 
natal day gift, as Natalie knows the 
Pecan Park establishment and James, too, 

I thought i would impose upon her good nature to 
select something for me when, on receipt of an 
invitation to her son's graduation, i reoed an 
invitation to that doings, l'e a ving it to her 
to decide whatever for her son's gift and for .ames. 

.•or the son, she invested in a shirt a nd for 
'lames a dab of camp furniture which, although I did 
not tell her, I found Just perfect since it 
s exactly the same thing he has already purchased 

Uked\Z\t? {7 T h l 7 mp * indicati "9 clearly enough that he 
liked the type and, I tell myself, a camp never has 
too many chairs.......... 
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lues ay. May 28+d, 1962. 


Memorandum: 


Sunny and hot during the day with a pleasant breeze 
that goes down with the sun, 

I spent the morning on the end of a hoe in the 
vegetable section, impressed with every swing at 
the pert appearance of grass, weeds, vegetables 
and flowers in spite of the fact there 

basn t been any rainin a couple of weeks. Some-of the tomato 
plants are developing fruit the size of golf balls and the 
zinnias from the seeds forwarded by little Miss Lee are dL readu 
a foot and a half high and putting out u 

a fine color chart of flowers. I mentioned 
how pretty the zinnias were.looking when at coffee this 
morning and mine hostess could believe there could be flowers 
its early in the season • Some of the pepars of the red hot 

*\ r eady a couple of inches in length and the belle pepai 
are in full flower, promising a substantial production 
m mat , department of which I a m very fond. 

Ifie coxcomb starts more leisurely and for the most 
past, the plants are only a couple of inches out of the 
ground. heir giantblossomsare usually well formed 
by mid summer, blossoms sometimes measuring 10 or 12 
inches in the comb-like spread at the top of stalks four 
or five feet in height. I laugh every time I 
encounter the unexplain a ble urge manifested by 
some of the tiney plants, —a couple of inches in height, 
which, for reasons best known to themselves, occasionally 
put on a brave display of color by putting out 
brilliant flowe,rs , prematurely, even as some a re 
doing right now. 

I returned to Yucca, all a-dr-ip. about 11:2b and 
splashed through a quick bath and some dry clothing 
a nd was surprised and pleased to see James make a round. 

He remained for dinner, departing about 22-45, giving me 
an opportunity to return for aother round ii> • 
the hoe-swinging department, 
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Wednesday, May SZrd, 2962, 


i 


r o a before 7, a call came in from 

1, milard. She said she was pressed for time and 
so wouldn t be a ble to talk much and, indeed, she 
h a d finished by four minutes before 8 o'clock. She 
was in a newrole and one that doesn't become her to great 
advantage. She started off by saying she wanted to bring me 
a sketchon the morrow, —something she had undertaken 
last January. I told her I should be delighted to 
see her. She appeared unhinged by my cordiality a nd waxed 
highly nervous, explaining she couldn't understand 
either Tames or me in having taken the attitude 
we had in neglecting a friend for so long. I don't r emember 
when she w a s a guest at the camp but it must have been 
about a month ago. At the time she was 
so busy contending with her 1959 income 
that she didn t have time for anythint, 
at the time she eally didn't have time 
wouldn't until the income tax thing was 
the strength of that I haven't called her to learn 
she might be at home contending with her papers or 

feiling, -* -. 

it is at 
give me 


tax 

explaining 

for anything a ny more 
out of the w a y. On 

if 


. . _ r-r--- -■ in 

as m my own-oase when I am pressed for time 
once a courtesy and a kindness for ,people to 
a chance to get out of the way wh a t ver 


the big 
that 


and 


road, 


that 


chances to be biting' me . But I. S. 

Willard, it seems . has worked her&elf into a belief 
she has been wilfully neglected and did quite a bit 
of sputtering, ~ a» extranvagance in which she should 
never indulge herself. She le a ves for Uew rleans on 
the morrow and says 3 he will itop off here for a moment 

m ie V r° n rU *i" 9 + W r io i m Vi, f* any tine be 'tween 6 a.m. and 
o in short 9 s% "illard 

is a sight. 


I find myself sleepy tonight a nd I hold the 
thought any town folk I may know will have the courtesy 
to neglect " me as soon as I fold up . 


Memorandum : 

Hazey and hot. 

As this memo goes forward on the 84th, I 
take it from previous Calculations by little 
Miss Lee, it had better be the final' one 
until it is resumed once more, following a two 
month interlude .■b it tie Miss Lee, accordingly, 
may count this as the final one and thus be saved any 
pressure about picking up data from this quarter during the 
last and inevitably hectic moments before 
departure. 

It goes without saying, of course, that the 
L>ep r tment of Mental Telepathy, however, will go right 
along functioning as usual, 

and every day a memo will find its way into the 
gay little iketalic file, all of which will be held 
against delivery in deep summer. I hold 

the thought that the traveler will devote justas much time 
as possible to rest and r elaxation, if. such opportunities 
present themselves and that, no energies will be 
expend inefforts at communication except for an 
occasional post card, if possible. It goes without 
saying that I shall be happy if warmest greetings 
are extended in my behalf toa mutual friend with 

whom contact willbe^a happy and prolonged part of the ensuing season. 

Today began Qtt 4:45 when I undertook 
t a flock of "must" stuff in the^hana aarden 
to get ahead of the sun. Before 8, 1 found myself 
all a-drip from exertions in high humidity and I 
immediately splashed through a bath and *. 

some fresh rai raiment. Doreath's boy brought his 
prospectivebride before 8 and I had to give them 
.....a hand a bout wh a t to do and where to go to obtain 
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Tfiursday, May 24th, 1962. 


pre-wedding legal papers. Celeste phoned in the 
midst of things, asking me if J, H,, today in 
flew °rleans, had told me c ousinArthur wanted some people 
to enjoy a tour this afternoon , He had not, 

Cele.ste, on he own hook, wanted some Reverend 
Fathers to'hav a tour and asked if 10 this morning 
m uld suit. It would not, , S»Willard was 
scheduled for 10, We worked the Fathers in 9 but t hey 

were 40 minutes late and so that got a hurried go-round, 

But I need not have hurried since I, S, Willard 

w a a an hour and a half late, b ringher presence just 

at dinner time which is always a help when a lady hasn't time 

to dine but must confer before flushing on to 

theCrcscent City, She is an ong the kinder 

souls I have ever known butis unwittingly 

killing in her disregard for calendars governing other 

peopl's activities, 

I know not how the af ternoon, a n exceedingly busy one 
ran its course but a lot of stuff was accomplished 
until Dan, wife and three daugh ers arrived for 
supper. The children and the boxer f rom a cross the 
fence had a wonderful time chasing guineas and 
peacocks across the vegetable parteeres at Ghana and 
came through with impressiue assortments of feathers 
gr a bbed from the terrified birds, 

inally they all departed for town and I returned to 
put some finishing touches on^hgna efforts. Two of the peacocks 
catching sight of me, came over toassist and 
indicate they were hungry and so,at first dark, 

I headed this'my, they folh owing close behind me and so 
had a peaceful go at supper, 

I jumped into a frath without bothering to turn on 

a light and thought I would stretch out on my downy 

couch in hopes of hearing some news, it beingabout 

8, A At tap at the door, however, 

impelled me to grab somecovering and, Lol James 

had come to call on me. He only remained a n hour or so, 

however and as his visit had rested me, I was able to 

get busy oh this machine to a ttend to some things-for tomorrow’s 

post, and, the only thing of importance, to 

enjoy this little chat ; 

So turns the local world a nd so I send my au revoir with 
a wish in every heart-beat the summer may be just grand,,,,. 


Memorandumi 

Hot and dry. 

It was delightful to find a letter from Lyme 
in, todgy 's post. 

The last minute swirl is, indeed, under way and I hold 
the thought that at least one of the assistants will be able to keep 
some sort of order during the ensuing two, months so that the return 
may not be fraught with too many snarls to be untangled, 

I found it interesting that the wrapper on the May 
10th issue of Die~nterprise got through 

to little Miss Lee's true hand even though the paper itself 
did not, I h a ve made a mental note to 

put this May 10th issue aside tostart off thecollection that 
will be gathered together and held for shipment later in the summer, 
I don’t recall thq subject of the CaneRiver Memo for that date but 
I am sure it wasn t much, 

I am 30 glad you got a glimpse of the issue of • 

Life containing the portrait of Saint Martin a nd the 
pictorial record of doings on May 6th in the Vatican 
when the cannonisation ceremonies were filially 
carried through. 

• 

Luring the coffee hour, mine hostess handed me a clipping 
of what date I know not and from which paper I couldn't say,— 
perhaps the flipping itself reveals these particulars, 
for I haven t had it read to me as yet siime my 
informant gave me the information covered by 
the article verbally. It is an account of Samuel 
Hopkis' Lambdin's death a t 36 in Hatches, I should have 
3aid S, H, L% junior. This «. 

is Mary Lambdin's elder son and of course 
I knew both boys quite well when I used to 
visit at their home. As has happened 
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30 often in families with two children, the strong one 

died early and the less vigorous one lived on and on, S, H, L, junior, 
whom everyone called "Little Jeff" w a s called Jeff because his 
P a Pa w a8 thus called and so Junior 

was given the same nickname with a "Little" prefix to designate 
him from his papa. He was all full of health and 

9 

activities in contrast to his younger brother, 

Waldo, forever ailing and frequently under doctor'3 
observation for it appeared at one time that he might 
lose his sight, Ihe last I heard of the two boys 
perhaps 2 or 3 years ago. Little Jeff was going strong and 
W a ldo had picked up considerably,, 

I shall knock off a note to M ary and Big Jeff tonight. 


a 


There was a letter from 3ome lady in How a rd Wolf's Hew York 
office. She had recently asked me to s ecure 
small Hunter for her which 1 did. In making 
3he remarked that after acquiring the little 
chanced to meet Bill and June 11 arson and w a s 
learn that in them she and I had mutual 
friends and mutual primitive enthusiasms, 


acknowledgement, 
picture, she 
delighted to 


4 spite of the heat, the three or four dozen tomatoes 

I transplanted yesterday seem to have survived and after a thorough 
watering tonight, they look pert enough, I also set out 
another half dozen oaMlhabra pi nt$ late this 
afternoon, Ihe first half dozen set out some weeks b a ck 
appear to be flourishing and if tf today's batbh fare as 
well, they ought to add a pretty touch.of color by September 
when the plants usually attain a height of five or six feet and 
support c a ndle-shaped flowersin profusion, 

I have most of them planted in front of .Ghana, inter¬ 
spersing a row of cotton perhaps 3 or 4 feet on the vegetable side of 
the b a mboo fence running in front of the little old 
cabin. 


I guess there are half a dozen letters from people 
asking for appointments during June and I must get busy 
answering them before folding up my beard . 
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Friday, May 25th, 1962, 


Memorandum : 

Hot and dry with quite a stong breeze to make 
the heat less so, the dry more so. 

Today's post included a letter from 
Robina, penned yesterday, and saying she.thought 
the CancRivcr Memo of yesterday about "God's Natives and 
Miss Dormon" just grand for the purpose I had in mind, 
which was to hefti Miss Dormon a bouquet and at the 
same time provide her with copy,, if she wanted 3ame, 
to circularize the news ~bout her post card among 
the people who have purchased her books on 

the subject of wild flowers of the South, H obina said that 
Caroline's niece had seen the column and was forwarding it 
to Briarwood and at the same time writing . 

he^nterprise to see a bout having the column reproduced, I 
a m glad that both Robina and Caroline McClanahan liked 
the piece. As for Miss v ormon, she will 
prob a bly never mention it to me although, as in 
other columns when I have mentioned her or her Briarwood, 
she has expressed her satisfaction to others such a3 
Blythe which is the usu a l way 

of Carrie's re a otion to anything pertaining to 

herself, I may have mentioned a while back 

that Kay sent her a hundred bucks which 

Carrie did not refer to the next time she 

wrote Kay, Aunt Willie, J guess it was, or possibly 

Kay, when talking to BriarwQod from the - 

Huff, asked if Carrie had indeed received the check, to 

which Carrie respondedi 

"Oh..,..,that,,,..,.,of course," 

In short, as you may h a ve heard before. Miss 
Dormon is what might be called a sight • 


» 
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James came to see me ju3t before dinner and 
remained to break bread, And as I wrote that 
line, the 'phone rang, —Long distance calling 
oames Register, I said I did [lot know where he 
could be located, I assume it was Kay calling. 

There had been talk a bout her coming home either Sunday or Monday 
and -i assume James may be in town studying about 
reaching K a y by 'phone ,, 

, Last week James ordered an ice box from Sears, Roebuck 
of Dallas, through their Natchitoches office. Careful 
instructions were given that the box should be delivered 

H ' Henry store at 1elrose b V Texas a nd Pacific Motor Service 
.which h a s been servinglocal deliveries for the past quarter 
of a century, James Wanted the 
box for the camp, Today a card came to Melrose 
for ^ames, sent by the T, and jP, Railroad office in 
■- toun, advising him they were holding a n ice box for him there. 

He got in touch with Sears, Sears got in 
touch with T, and P, Sears oalled b a ck to explain 
that the T, and P, Motor Service had tried un¬ 
successfully to deliver the box according to instructions, 

The Motor Service, however, had been unsuccessful 

because, although the driver had hunted up and down 

the road for the place, he never could discover Melrose, let 

alone the J, H, Henry store, and so had 

carried it on to Natchitoches, Natchitoches T, and P, 

would have it sent to Melrose for thirteen dollarsov would 

hold it until next week when a)\ other attempt 

would be made to locate Melrose, It, all ..... 

sounded pretty thin and I assume the 

driver probgbly forgot he had merchandise for 

this b end of the.river until he h a d re a ched 

town fromAlexandria and so had cooked up 

his inability to find the place as an excuse for not 

h a vmg gone b a ck and delivered it. 

The rabbits dug out from their ample pen l a st night 
and tonight are probgbly sampling fresh vegetable 
in t lie Lh,jn a garden which just goes to show something or other, 
about which, M , for one, cannot worry . 
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'<~t , Mrj 37th, 1962, 


't encumbered 
stuff 


Memorandum • 

* i 

Continued hot and dry, 

I especially liked yesterday because I wasn 
with people, enabling me to get a lot of outside 
done, with an evening at the camp that 
was peaceful, restful and an excellent 

supper followed by a reading from this week '3 Life, —the 
? tMrd in a series, devoted to the Adams papers, 

1 liked the illustrations accompanying the article, 
too, ' * 

Among the many things I learned from the article was 
the fact that John Adams disliked Alexander Hamilton 
but thoroughly, Perhaps I had heard of this before but I 
don t remember a ything of the sort. Inasmuch as 
Ad a m3, Hamilton and Washington, might be said to be 
the three most totable leaders of their political party 
of their day, and since I had always supposed 
al 1 three of them had pretty much the same views on 
poht cal matters, I find myself surprised to learn that Adams 
apparently loathed Hamilton, In the S 3 me breath 
however, I must admit that I don't.see why 
there shouldn’t have been dislike among the three 
since three out-stand ng leaders of any political 
party at any given.time migh well 
be found to be lack ng in enthusiasm, the one for 
the other, 

1 was gla<$ to learn of Major Snowdon's home in the Baltimore 
where Mrs, Adams spent a night when en route by coach-to 
Washington to become first mistress of the White House, 

I never heard of this Major Snowdon and havt, a feeling I 
shall encounter him sometime in the future and shall 
be' the happier for this introduction, t 

There is d w a ys delight in recalling that 
Adams and Jefferson obviously enjoyed their correspondence over 
the dozen years t or so until both their lives 
came to an end on July 4th, 1825, Their 
personalities were so different but theUr friendship 
for each other and the first rate qu a ltiies 0 the minds of 
each was bound to h a ve given them no end of 
delight in specuLatuig .together on the 

roles each had played over such long and distinguised careers. 
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r bestirred myself early this morning, what 
with dawning on the. Sabbath is likely to be the 
one hour of the week when there will be less 
interruptions , And, being abroad before 5, I was 
able to give some attention to little 
Mi3s Murgatroyd a nd her fine dozen offspring, d 1 of 
whom 1 removed from atop the old armoir on the front 
gallery and established in what- I thought was 
a fine place on the gallery pavement where the 
little ones could frolic about a nd yet alw a ys be within 
easy running distance to a sheltered hide a w a y In case 
any marauder appeared unexpectedly from out 
of the weeds or where ever the old armadillo i 
may spend his daylight hours, But I 
had not consulted Mrs, Mu-gatroyd on the 
finer points of the new habitation and accordingly, a s 
soon as the offspring had breakfasted andfiddle3 around 
in a Saucer of water, she piloted them all away ,slap 
out into the weeds where they apparantly remained the 
balance of the day and had not put in 
an appearance at 5 o’clock when James 
dropped in to pick me up and :whisk me 
away to the camp for supper, 

Kay called me Saturday afternoon, saying 
she would fly back toShreveport from Greenville or 
some such place in SoutfyCarolina, on Monday, reaching 
Shre vepo^t by 3r30 She s aid she 
was feeling pretty good, I gather Aunt 
Willie has had most of the attention 
at the sanitorium and that Kay 

probably got a measure of diet samplings. This is 
probably as it should be for it seems to 
be fairly widely felt that her need for 
a special diet springs more from 

her imagination than her physical condition. It would 

seem, therefore, that if she got less 

attention than he ^companion ,it might be just as well 

From the garden, we had vegetables of various sorts, 
radishes, lettuce, beans, bet ets, onion and so on. As 
invariably happens when the beet3 appear on the table, 
somebody exclaims• 

"Ah, ted beets for little Miss Alberta", 

Little Miss A, never referred to beets but always 
to red beets and the adjective remains aU d somehow tne betts, 
already tender and sweet enough, seem the more so, being thus 
hitched in memory to little Miss A. .. 


£0811 


Mondayi, May 28th, 1962, 


Memorandumi 

Hot and dray • t 

The white garden is aglow with fireflies 
tonight and the stars unusually brilliant, I 
dn always astonished and delighted when , as frequently 

happens, the nights down this w a y, a^eso light that the whole night throu 

suggests that peculiar spread of twilight so characteristic of three 

quarters of a n hour before dawn, I think the darkest nights 

under cloudless skies, have been off the brand B a nks when 

the ocean and the sky have seemed as one in inkiness while the 

stars have glitteredbi g and wonderful, The 

silvery nights we have down this way, on the contrary, especially 
a t this season of the year, seem to.be gray or powder blue 
andone notes objects on the landscape as readily 
as though there were a moon to -underline objects, 

it hasn t cooled off a ny tonight a nd 
I have accordingly lingered longer on 
the favori -e Ghana bench, Tfie radio 3ays a cool front 
is moving from Mew Mexico into Tex a s, 
triggering a d a b of rain along its course so 
perhaps we shall have some cooler times on the morrow and a 
dab of rain which I shdL 1 like even though 
the planters may.not, I believe 
it hasn'trained since the first of the month 

and fourweeks at this time of year is long enogh 
to do without a sprinkle. 

My morning was pretty well taken up with t 

Cl n udia —Mrs, J, U, Willi a ms, 

her daughter,Claudia t the latter’s 3 years old son, — 

did I say Claudia Williams, Junior, a nd a Mrs, Lester from Jakcson, 

Miss, Celeste and J, H, entertained them 

at tht Town House last night and there will be more festivities 

in town so long a s the Lesters remain which will probably be 

a day or two more. The last time I remembered 

seeing Claudia, Jr,, was her likeness, rather than 

herself, when she appeared in the Collier’s article * a bout geese by 

James Aswell, five or six years ago. For some 
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Tuea ay, M ay 89th, 1968. 


strange reason which neither she nor l could figure out, Claudia, Jr., 

had never been to Melrose before, except to.drop in 

at Celeste's. She was astonished at what she 

h a d never dreamed existed before, and immediatel y 

asked if she might bring her husband for a go-round. They live 

in Quinoey, Illinois, where ever th a t m a y be. 

Mews from Be ufort is on the down side. Vernon 
while sitting in an armchair the other da\J* reached for 
something on a little table beside the chair, 
and the exertion, although slight,was enough 
to break another vertebrae. Beth, 
who has been uuusu a lly charming to people at 
social gatherings of late, has been raising Hell at home, 
complaining toVernon she h s had nothing but trouble from the 
d a y she married him, etc., etc., which certainly 
does Vernon no good. Poor Vernon, and 

in what truth he could take Beth's words out of her mouth and 
state them in trut> as to what he has experienced since the 
day he married her. Vernon was taken to Schumpert Hospital 
in a n amubl a nce yesterday. It is said his suffering is 
intense. If the f anily could only get 

Beth to str L y at home instead of the hospital with the patient, 
the latter might at least be freed for a little while 
from the perpetual hubbub she keeps stirning. 

Ihere w a s a granduation doings in Cloutierville 
last Uiursday night and Haold HiCSween, o however he spells his 
name, who is the representative from this 
District, h a vtng filled the place to which Earl Long 
was elected. As Representative jicSween was making -• t 
the speech^ by invitation, it seems shocking ; 

Mat the a udienc,e should have booed him and nobody shook hinds with 

him following the festivities. that's. li.ke Cloutierville,— 

hill-billies of the first water, ft seems the farmers are furious because 

McSween, according to Time, sold out to Kennedy 

in 3 matter of a Committtee vote that the President's opponents 

thought they had bottled up and killed in ;the 

Committee. It's a tempest in a teapot 

but prob a bly will cost McSween his seat wheneledtion rolls 'around 
in July • 


Memorandumi 


This morning at 9, a w a ve of cool air blew in out of the west 

+lt+l en , then « n t »« *<><* a drizzle. It mounted to 

one tenth of an inch but it seemed like torrents, what 

with a month h a ving elapsed since last we were thus blessed. 

. m V Noughts have centered around Lyme, wondering 

how the day was progressing, —one bound to h a ve been 
fraught with no end of pressures from every side. My 

an/ 9 . Si 0,1 the same neighborhood on the morrow 

and after that shall be the happier when the first card 
comes to hand indicatinghow things turned all around. 

According to custom last night, I tuned in on the Bible 
swappers until news time and was mildly taken aback 
when a Tulsa pre Q oher of political persuasion began 
taking the hide off — of a 12 people , — 

Harold Martin, Prom what was said, 1 take it that a arold wrote 
an article for the Saturday Evening Post which 
probably appeared in an April issue. I shall inquire if anybody 
here saved one during the last month. In 
„ny event, theSible sl c pper w a s complaining 

Ji a n 0Ut t,ie arti cle but rejoicing that every time 

tue Post, Time, Life, Look and so on have anything 
unpleasant to say r bout the speaker, he gets more 
those of his listeners who, unlike me, ’ 
seem moved towrite him expressing their 
undying belief in him. 


mail from 


I must get a note off to urold, congratulating 
himon having put a bee in the bonnet of .the Tulsa 
rogue who, under the guise of religion, 
is forever denouncing everybody excevt the fascist 
group such as H. L. Hunt,, the la*c Senator 
from Wisconsin and so on. 

From 'phope.and in-coming mail, it would 


BMOB 
‘ it 0 


And now for a bit of correspondence and thence 
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Wednesday, May 30th, 1962, 


appear several Cane a iver readers or, more precisely, Cane 
River Memo readers liked last Thusday's piece about little 
Miss Rormon, Some who called especially mentioned 
being glad to know about the availability of post cards 
carrying Qormon wiljlf lower pictures and both 'phone 
calls and let ers expressed approaal of the bouquet they 
felt 1 had presented Miss Rormon, 

The 'phone went out of wack this afternoon and service 
wasn't restored until 8:45 tonight when enough came through 
to make up Jor lost time • Among 
others calling was Kay who reported her trip 
back to Louisiana altogether comfortable and said she 
had th^ greatest admiration for the hospital where 
she took the diet tests and so on, I believe she 
3aid the institution is operated by Seventh Ray 
Adventists or whatever that partticular 3ect calls itself. 
She said everyone wa3 so kind and so kind that she 
looks forward to returning for another- session 
inSeptember, She soys there are lots of young 
people associated with the institution 
which provides education with part time 
work to high school and. college aspirants, the age of 
14 being the one in which those who 

care to get their schooling under 3uch a uspiees, begin, 
if they care to, I had never heard of this medical 
effort on the part of the Adventists and was much 
impressed by Kay's opinion of the . business, 

\ ?, . 1 - 

She reported that James is coming . down 
this w a y on the morrow, I 

noticed his ice box on the store gallery must have 

been delivered by T, and P, truck 

today, R am so glad the truck t 

driver was luckier in discovering the location 

of Melrose on this go-round, Smile, Kay . 

says she will not be down on the morrow but will come 

on Thursday which is natal day for James and we 

are all supposed to break bread together,,,,,. 


,f emorandum• 

Warm, cloudy and humid with a brisk half inch 
ram descending about 8 o'clock tonight, 

nh* 'iff? ? corc f 2y relate where my thoughts have been all day, 

oil do,/ aH i f0T% Whom a new ta P er burned 

all day m the little chapel. The hour is 

late and long since the major leg of the 

journey hawbeen achieved and I hold the thouqht that 

ahead 3UrC rCSt °' ,d relaxation may stretch straight 

It was too d amp this morning for any work 
to be undertaken in the hay fields and accordingly I was able 
to have the benefit of Fugabou s a ssistance in 
thefhana garden where lots of things had to be done to 
put the place in order and preparations 

° f tlli "9 s wften the full heat of day had 
passed. It had poured down rain y 

in town aU afternoon, it is said, but down this way the 
sun continued with unusual strength until 
about 4 when 8 or 9 borders of sweet basil could 
dc set out, followed by a thorough watering. 

This a fternoonCele3te had called 
to say Vielm^ Young, Mrs.Crawfod Young, ha.d called 

-1° l a V sUe ,lad 3ome Indianapolis whom 
s te would like to bring down for a tour at 6, I 
must say people can think of the strangest times to 
unload people on one , so they came in force 
between 6 and 6:30 and I g a ve t.hem 
a round and the lowering clouds made it 
almost dark before I was .through with them, 

■the whole usiness was singing those proveribal psdL ms to 
the proverbial dead mule because , all the men wanted 



\ 






\ 
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Thursday, May 31st, 1968, 



to talkibout was today's Memortial Day races at 

Ind sa a poli3, how may car3 got wrecked and so on, 

and one youry couple in the pilgrimage group 

must have just been wedded or were poised on 

leaping into the sea of matromony since they had time only 

for clinging to each other as though some 

threatening power were n bout to snatch them from each 

other 3 grasp forever, I like evidence of such 

affection but long since have found 

a tour a mighty poor place for such manifestations 

since nothing anyone can present to them can excite their 

interest outside of themselves and I 

am bored going through the motions of being 

civilised in the face of such extra-human dis-- 

plays of infatuation with nothing a t all except the boy and 

girl element a s each c a nnot restrain himself from clutching 

a t the other, a 


Fortunately nothing of this sort last forever and I 
w a s delighted to hand them across the fence a:id scamper 
b a tk home before the rain began coming down. 

As today was legal holiday, there was 
of course no mail, The b a nks 
in town were closed, I am told, but not ' all 
the Federal offices which seems odd indeed, I 
shoul h a ve supposed such <*» organisation as Red Cross, 
m view of its close affiliation with the 
Government, would have been .dosed, too, but it wasn't 
a.nd as so often in the past, I found myself today wondering how 
holiday ,operate and don t operate in the PelicanState, 

It seems to me the Louisiana or Confederate Memorial Day 
comes off in a bout a week hence, perh a pe June 6th or 10th 
or some such and then, I hope, everything that 
s ould have observed today will take heed of 
the holiday when it ap pears, 


And now to fold, holding t e 
little Miss Lee's rest tonight is 


thought the while that 
safe and sound. 






Memorandumi 

Cloudy and humid with h a lf a n inch of rain 
during the afternoon. 


James a peared at 3 to whisk me to the can Op where 
K a y was waiting, I thought she looked fine and 
wa3 impressed that apparantly only when she remembers it does 
she use her crutches. We sat on the gallery over¬ 
looking the river, ■‘■he surface of the water was entrancing 
with the wide range of colorings, mostly in blues and grays, 
induced byimpressive cloud formations swirling 
over the Montrose hills. Lightning cutting through the clouds 
could scarcely be seen but they stool out so 
strangely vibrant as the reflection cut across the 
surface of the water. It rained half an inch or so within half 
an hour and it was all very pleasant. We 
had 3ome champagne at 4 and supped at six or 
rather at 5 and departed at 6, when they 

brought me home and they sped on, —probably to Hatchitoches, 

Haturally 1 didn't ask about the mild rush but assumed 

that perhaps I, S,Willard might have been entertaining for them 

at the Country Club or some such, My agents 

will set me straight on that point on the morrow 

a nd in the mean time, I am thankful that 

for the millionth time 1 didn't have to think up some 

excuse to avoid pulling up and down the- road. Our 

birthday supper was bountiful, complete with home made cake with 

lighted candles. One thing is certain, neither James nor I needed 

anything more to fill in our rounding contours and 

if there was another supper in the offing, 1 hope it 

didn t come off until much later, following possibly some festivties 

of other in town for earlier in the even ng. 

Today's post embraced quite a few pieces, none of which I 

have opened as yet, what with the seer taries having depn rtedbefore 

I re a ched Yucca • I imagine perhaps 

t,l t. . r PM knocked them out of the cotton patch 

and probrfly, on discovering I wasn't at home at 5 when the 

shower descended, they prob a bly went on their way, so that 


U 
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Friday, ^ t y or perhaps June 1st, 1968, 


a surprise envelope from Lyme, aL ong with 

-the other things, awaits the.morrow, having already been tucked 
away in the armoir, 

2he blue jay in the person of Carmen 
called me thisevening and h d lots to 
gos3ip about. She related, 
among other things, that BatonRou e felt 

the Essae "ae dinner tomorrow night might not be as heavily 

attended as previously anticipated but I shall h a ve full 

particulars about that on Saturday when Celeste and J, H, who 

drive down tomorrow for the doings, return. According to 

Carmen who got-i\ from Frances Rue Henry Perkle, 

who is on the library staff, those planning 

the diwier have been surprised that lots of people who 

»g<2 received invitations , had declined. According to that source, 

Essae mae has been disagreeable to so many of her 

former associates and friends, during recent years. 

the dinner failed to elicit much 

enthusiasm. All that could be gossip w ithout 

foundation but I shall be getting full particulars thisweekend. 


l‘he artist came to see me today, hoping to 
find s.ome sweet bazil plants for her little 
garden uh ich she, indeed, did find and a pair of babig 
bantie8 which she, indeed, did also find, not to mention 
a second ipair, ppvvving that if one pair be good, two 
pair might be considered twice as • 
good a nd so roundeth out James' birthday 


t 


Memorandum: 


Sunny all morning, cloudy all evening with one 
or two sprinkles but none of the tornado stuff the 
Weather Bureau had envisioned this noon as threatening 
to bring hail stones the size of base balls as between 
thisafternoon and tonight at 9, 1 here was 
lots of zta.tic between 6 and 7 this even ng but I 
didn't notice aJiy big winds and I saw no hail 
of baseball proportion, . 

J, H , and Celeste with a driver set out for 
BatonRouge and the Culver dinner early enough this morning, 
around 9 o'clock As the dinner doesn't begin until 
7:30 or 8 o'clock and as they will not therefore 
start for home before 9 or 10, 1 reckon it 

will be well after midnight after they get here or when they 
do pull in, J turned their lights on around 10 which 
was certainly well in advance of their arrival. 


L had some nice pilgrims by appointment 
this morning the appointment made by Thelma Kyser, 
the pilrims being an& Dr„ and Mrs, Wrinkle, —what 
d l odd name, --who, I assume, are Americans, They have obviously 
been all over the world and at prcseittoby are doing something 
in the Capitol of 'Turkey, --Jlngkora, or whatever, —it 
having been so long since I have seen the name of the 
place in print. 


£ liked the Wrinkles and they apprantly 
liked their little tour which made things nice all around. 

On catching sight of the little frame likeness of the 

Madana and Child in Ghana, Mrs,Wrinkle threw up her 

h n nds in delight, recalling to her husband that they 

had seen the original in the Cathedral at Addis Abb a h, Ethopi a , 

How some people do get a bout. 


today and so J got Fugabou who dhd a lot of things 


— o — o a 




c 
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Suiday, June 3rd, 1968, 

t 


Memorandum: 


in f very department except the one, —weeding, —which 
I had hoped would witness the most progress which it 
most certainly didn't, But I was hep py to *et 
the brick pavement of the Yucca G&allery put back 
in order once more, the armadillo marauders having 
a 9 ain put that in a condition suggesting nothing 
so much as the aftermath of ji earthquake , 

The tunnels those animals burrow are at least a foot or 
a foot and a half deep and a foot in width which 
certainly requires plenty of loads of gravel to get them 
fillled in again, 

Another little black b a ntie brought forth 
„ flock of biddies this afternoon and I was happy to give the 
mam a a nd the little ones to Fug a bou to take 
home to his grandson, And as I 

wr,ite the word, jrandson, it seems_so odd in conneotiontion 
with Fugabou who looks, as James remarked the other day, to 
be a boy of about 17 pr 18, wh a t ui th his lack of 
height, his thinness of figure and his 
readiness to find things amusing, no mi tier what, 

1 a n not sure I shall be capable of 
giving away banties as fast as their mamas can 
sitr up new bathces but I am most 

certainly going, to try mighty h a *d, and I still have 
plenty of plan'ation friends who are a?urious to receive 
some from this location which at the moment appears so 
opulent in producing same, 

I, S,^Willard called this noon with lots to talk bout 
but nothing in particular to say, I didn't hear 
directly f rom the Registers but various 

agents reported seeing James at the Post Office, — Carmen ,— 
at thecommunity center, —Ursula Walker, —and so on so [ 
take it they survived yesterday's afternoon natal day party, m 


Hot and humid with a d a b of rain Saturday morning 
at 7 , followed by all blue sky through the balance 
of the day and into Su day until 3 p,m, when the rains 
started again a i»d still going a T 9:30 p.m. 

The cook didn't a ppsar to give supper Saturday 
night. At noon 3he had told me what a busy 
afternoon she had ahead of her, what with having 
to go to town to get her new dress to wear 
at her son's wedding Sunday afternoon in 
Bunkie, She planned to have her perruke 
rigged up Saturday nighY and to° attend to all 
the hundred and one things that must be 
undertaken before travelin 75 miles to 
attend a son's wedding. Later 
I learned that when she came ou Of 
her house to start for town, she was surprised to 
see her son drive up. He said he h a d 
just realized he^had to be at work in Houston 
on Monday morning a nd therefore he a nd his 
prospective bride had decided it would be better 
to be married on Saturday afternoon instead of 
Sunday afternoon and therefore he had come to pick up 
his mama and whisk her aWaU *0 the * , 

ceremony , &he said she felt out done, t 

what with her dress in town, her perruke un¬ 
rigged up and all but she stepped into 
the car beside her son and sailed off for the i 

wedding, some 85 miles or- so below Alexandria, Sc a ds 
of friends and kinfolk of the groom had planned . 
to d rive from here to Runkie onSund a y but they all 
changed their plans I reckon when on Saturday 
evening they discovered that the Sunday . wedding had 
already been achieved. 
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Monday, June 4th, 2962. 


*~i 


Jl/ieworandimj 

Cloudy most of the day but without rain . The 
/iue day forecast by the Weather Bureau is for 
showers. 

1 guess the plantation didn't work much 
what with yesterday's rain and today's bottle. Fug bou 
was sent to me at noon but at first c ‘ ~ 

contact I could tell nothing much sit could be accomplished. 

I designated two parterres that needed attention, half hoping 
he would get lost before he attacked them—and he did. 

In mid afternoon I had some people from Jackson. 

Miss. At Ghana I noticed one lady couldn't 
keep her eyes from wandering toward the cistern . *in a lly 

I asked her if she was especially intrigued by something there. 
*hc said she w a s . he pointed out a pair of feet protruding from 
one side of the cistern, the b a lance of the * y J 

body being concealed by the upper prt of the thing a tid 
I realised Fug a bou had flattened out and gone to sleep on 
the bench running around four sides of thecistern. 

Verily Mond# is a difficult day on the plantation. 

Sister blew in a fcout 11 , enroute to B a tonB 0 uge. 

She told the cook she had to eat rightaw a y and 
thus be able to g et going on down the road. She 
d a shed out to find me at the 

Gh a na garden, saying she wanted to take some string 

beans to Blythe &he said Blythet has just 

had all her teeth out . As she had had 

those on the lower jaw removed years ago, I ^ 

reckon that "all"might mean the balance on 

the upper jaw. In view of the teller of the news, I 

realise there may be not a shred of truth in the statnment. 

On returning to the big house, she 
ate her dinner, gulpped it down, nd then 
hustled her plate away and when Ji ff. a rrived 
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Tuesday, 



5th, 


1962. 


liemorandumt 

Hot and humid but none of the .rain predicted . 


ten minutes later with the clerk oh* ^ ■ 

9oupe, stake, etc., etc nnd A ' parted in a ll over a gai 

at a single sitting. ShZ volontee rSd +?° aV tW ° ’ 7l * aJs 
news that John Wenk will h. Z ? i d t,le 
June 3rd but what with If visit fiere on 

sight. 1 ^concluded she w a s simply 9 rattllna ? ‘° J ° hn tn 

iz: g v P . n9 mi,ateuer as usuai ’ 


said, a /tir U whiln ^ reitenYVfhe mJ* 6t ' • st ‘ e 

prol.ng't itZTUZZlYiZ “ 

currentl„ 9 nV l *yi° r< l ma 0^olias are 

one nVnnoJ tiClr heat * ^minding me of 

aad littll JtU InlrllZ/ZY Ui °° L " 

Zv^ir? ZZZZiVlZllT 3 kn °*d" 

r 'muitVSiY'kfIZp?** «“« 

colors anYYmairrmouVrsY a ny° ldluiuri “ nt 
unusually loasly at the msmnt. “rf “* 0han * ar ‘ 

in’tZWj*"’ patl,s °°"u>rgs 

ltnns‘r pTuZtZussZ ,«"« *•'««•. «. si« 

nicsly Zfu tnYpals arson tJ 9 °" d „ 
sis,. 8pecitll .^si, 3 !:"^ <■»« 

sinniqs currently dominating that 
pullin 3 orass there a t 

the aroma «»< *»« as 

wou2d fuse with the other ptinqint^rtm* lnc } dvertent lV> 
damp earth.. I guess the 17 ar ° m ari3i "9 from the 

atlVthi a ii 0/ Sprin 3 are those that 
give the. impression that summer is already 


of 


Carmen called to read me a letter from Edith Porter, 
penned in Paris where, a3 everywhere along 
her far flung European jaunt, 

Edith seems to be finding everything wonderful. 

May another traveler this season be equally blessed . 

Carmen thought Edith was sailing for home 

today or was arriving in Mew York, —Carmen couldn't 

remember which . Edith plans to go to 

Connecticut for a vacation on her 

return so I reckon we shall not be 

seeing her for a while anyway ... 

I had never given the matter much thought but 
I assume that one incontestable advantage of boat 
rather than plane, travel is the opportunity 
the boat gives the traveler for 

catchLng his breath, no matter which way the tripper 
is going, whether heading out or coming 
b a ck since in the case o| little Mi 3 s . 

Lee, at least, a bit o breath-catching would s tand her 
in good stead both w a ys. 

There wgs a card penned in Paris from Edith today a nd I gather 
she may not have received the couple 
of letters I wrote her during her absence, although 

they were posted well in advance of her arrival dates in Szlsburg „nd i i 

Florence • Possibly she simply 

didn t take time to write which T trust 

m n y be the case for I am one who believes 

a traveler should conserve , 

strength for traveling a nd not expend 

it on correspondence. Verily 

post cards are wonderful inventions and I think we 
might just as well get out a commemorative 
stamp honoring the gent who thought up the 
first one • 
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Jt would appear Fug~bou slept off his 
drunk of yesterday for when he turned up this morning, around 
9, after doing some plantation 

work, he said, he accomplished quite a lot in the 
Sh a na weeds before vanishing at noon, —into the 
hayfield, I suppose, 

Ihe recent rains have produced wonderful growths of 
grass all a round and some of the cotton fields 
are quite lovely to look upon t 

what with solid carpets of . grass-green, with herringbone stripes 
of the lighter cotton green stretch ng to infinity. 

tfoe hands are swinging hoes at a great rate 
and flame throwers-are equally busy, i ifie latter 
are operated from a tractor with the flames ft s sing across the 
grass between the row3 of cotton andturning 
the grass brown, I suppose it would turn 
anything it btruck brown,, too, but the 
outfit is rigged up so it doesn't touch the 
cotton, Lt is said a second pass at 

the grass is made within a few days following the first going- 

over and after that the grass is dead , 1 he hoe hands may then 

concentrate exclusively on the weeds in the cotton 

rows, I am not sure if the flame - t 

throwing treatment is all that it is 

cracked up to be, As I recall, the flame thrower 

was employed in 1948 but it must have 

left something to be desired siuoe, 

so far as I know, it was put aside for 14 year3 which certainly doesn 
sound as though it could have been too hot, 

In today's post came the current issue 
of Forest and People, some kind of a 
magazine which I believe the Lost Word publishes 
for some forestry society. My attention was 
c a lled to an illustration, old as the hills, of the a rtist 
and me sitting at this de3k, lliere is an article 
on Southern c ooking by none of than me. At least 
so the title and by-line reads and>1 am 
willing to accept that as the truth but it must have 
been as long ago as I cannot remember having done the thing. 

One would scarcely expect the Lost Word to 
communicate about the matter nad Lol • 

she didn't .. 


Wednesday, IFune 6th, 1962, 


Memorandum ; 

Hot and humid, . 

My health must be bubbling or at least 
the sweat gl a nds must be functioning over time, what 
with four shirts being thoroughly drenched during 
the day in which I really didn't labor very much ih 
,spite of the impressive picture I must have 
presented of a cat just fished out of a mill pond 
or some such, 

JZe that as it may, when the hour approached 7 in 
the evening, T had in mind to divest myself of all 
raiment excusin' a pair of pants, after which 
I seated myself by the radio to get caught up 
with what had been going on in the world and to 
cool off a d a b. The peacocks are forever 
m a king a racket on the front gallery at that magical 
hour and so I paid scant heed to unfamiliar sounds until 
-it dawned on me they might be human and I investigated and 
discovered Ban's wife, June, there with 
two of her three girls • I retreated, donned 
someadditional raiment and went out to 
learn she had picked up a couple of pictures 
at the artist's and had discovered they were 
damp and accordingly, instead of taking them 
home, had left them on a table on the b a ck 
gallery of the big house, I thought it 
best on a couple of accounts to go over right away and 
see about them. The two little girls and their 
mama were in short pants, 'Their mama explained 
that she simply couldn't prevent the children 
from sitting on t he paintings en route back home and therefore 
she had decided to leave the pictures here until 
they were dry. She wanted to s ee the drapes 
in the library because, as she explained, 
the same draper is doing similar ones for her new home 
in Pecane Park, From there I ushered the mama and 
two offspring to their car-and. by then, of course, the 
evening news casts were q_ver. 
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hursday, June 7th, 2962. 


■i'he day's post brought a card from 
Ireland or whatever that divided co ntry is 
now styled. It bore a picture of 
Johnstown Castle, described as 14th century but 
p esenting J. 1 the appearance of architecture of somefour hundred 
odd years later. The message ran something lie this• 

"Just to think I have been here a whole 
month and have only one more rnoith to remain, 

Ann C, 


For some stufiid reason I could only imagine 
a single word, — Ainsi, —did not 
Ann c, I assume Ann C m a y possibly be AnnCordell 
of Eldorado, Arkans a s although I didn't know 
until the oard arrived that she was anywhere but 
inEldorado, I declare how people do get n bout, 

1 was pleased with my d a y's labor although 
I haven t much to indicate great cause for rejoicing, 

I did get another garden planted, however, —mostly 
mustard greens, beets qnd so on, I laughed to myself 
while planting, recalling how a month 
ago a couple of people, passing for 
being planter and planter s a3sitant, took mne 
look at the vast array of mustard a nd beets in the 
Ch a na and nearly swooned,while declaring there 
were enough planted to feed the Parish for a season. 

But fresh veget Q bles seem to have been 
popular enough at both the big house and 

across the fence so that the initial planting production 
is already beginning to deminish a nd tod a y's 
sowing will be bringing forth fresh supplies 
just bout the time the others run out, 

James dropped in at 4j30 for c h a lf hour 
chat. He a nd hi3 wife are said to be doing fine, 

I made the most of his impending trip to 

town by asking him to deliver. a bundle of fagots 

to the ^ Walkers, —bamboo aga stakes for 

their tomato plants, in pursuai ce of a n inquiry 

on the W Iker side as to wh a t w a s best for staking 

tomato plants, a ud in line with a Cane n iver Memo 

of dull content on the same subject. So runeth the day 

n iid now I m going to try again to get some news,,,,,,,. 








Memorandum • 

M r u t f r ' p ’ o/rai, ‘ <■* 

received in town and a parade o f thunT^^ the SOaker 
deluged Shrev port, P ' ^ Sunder showers that 

S t t 

~f Was enchated with a post card in ' 

ft-v* under - 

lit thdinl u ° ice ° s an 

U ‘ n ° U9Ui * ifXr ere leng . 

S»;e A l(ae'oVnL 1‘JI 1} rYiVu’lYaYYaYt*'' 9 ^’ 

ZlTrlYi a {T- Uar >r S P , a %; as° U " 12i 

do not want it b a ck. “’ ° f ooura *• 


James came to see me this afternoon 

tflau s j&. <!?* “1 u J Ual a - nd "*« t, 

..ate an\ Almost Goodbye" experience 

i lB s ou v2 a ll '“??*: *• £*™«» 

itHi +1 lla ? c *} led Mile he was at the 
nV+H l he rc when he reached hom^. Shortly 

--- .vfci. 

some tl.ing 0 ojotUer atToll ^ 9e “‘"S 


seemed to b e 


camp but was 
he suggested 


V 
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^Friday, June 8th, 1968, 


standing up, sitting down and so on, Eventural ly, however, the 

d fin r ^'^u a ■f■h eaC ied, Ellery and, miracle of miracles, 

finally the car. But that, of course, 

man t really the end since, as tnvari bly happens, the lady 

simply couidn t find her keys, etc'., etc., and yet, unbelieve a ble 

three hour3 Almost Goodbye, the de a l w a s 
indeed effected and that w a s that. 

"hat impressed James even more, however, was 
the response Kay got when she chanced to mention 
sometime during te proglonged sitting thatSister 
h a d honored them with a visit last Monday although 
contact had not be^est a blished. Kay had expressed 

TJ 8 * uch visitations from that juarter 

rn'ight be but I. S.Millard dispelled all 

d i°s U alw us l0Vely u girl SUter reaLly is aUd that *veryon 

is always perfectly at ease whenever she puts in a n appearance. 

One thing 1 3 ^ 2 never know, —does I. S.»tll a rd really 

believe that statement a nd, if so, how did she get 

that w a y since she seems to be the only person 

m the world to ever voice such a thought. 

On the home front the most notable event in the 
feathered friends section was the decision 
on the partx of M a d am Bantam, backed up by her 
husband, that her little ones of recent hatching 
were sufficiently big enough boys and girls d now 
to shift for themselves. Vie little ones were s true ted 
assume the w a ys of grown-ups when 
breakfast time arrived, with mam a giving 
as a sort of Hail andFarewell and p a p n b 
J 'rom that point on, mama went her way anc 

in V'* 3 th9 ? °, 0Uld 90 **'**•*• -ru ..c, 

since birth a 3Upper time > contrary to custom 

mi* nt+ll* * * 1 r ttle onea were noi> summoned by motherly clucks 
and after supper, I noticed mama flew up to the top of the 
a-rmoir, prob a bly starting a nothe round of laying. %hat 
a production machine she really turns out to be . 


to 


them a friendly peck 
.eking up the gesture, 
i made it clear 
Papa b a cked her up 


Memorandumt 

. 1 

1 , „ Ji ot and humid with a mid morning shower 

Ihem t hS f i eld /0r hal S ^ur but 

them slap back again. 


that took the 
the sun put 


hoe 


I have heard anything 
radi0 aboutthe old adage about the 40 day 

taken time out % probe into the 

a at r **« shower when 

in hml 1 Ck bantle 1 bad forgotten a bout put 
\ n her appearance on the front gallery, P 
trailing a dozen newly hatched biddies in 
her tram. They, -the little ones, -were 

hut 1 Vi l 1 7 H V l0 J! 9 ° Ut oJ> thei * respective shells 
b ntam h 2 hily i he a3 *°. nt * hin 9 vitality that newly arrived 
thl tl«u a I + eS + , a l Wa J 3 di3pla9 - 1 am Elding y 

St Swlttil'i a t + the t * ad , a9e ° bout rain on 

nlfA” l«dar <- 8 Sat, doesn’t 9 p i v 


the 


to b a nties, too. When I contemplate 
number of times during the ensuinn 

br!7a r forlh associates will 

1 Jj forth, saints or no saints, I 

shudder at the numbers going to make up 

the constant rounds to be made by the stork. But 

I 1 shnli rri n,{f*i e 'i dS COlor 3eem tD adore banties and 
all thlt thl dl V d W icu lty in being a ble to give away 

T Lai! I ca i mmaScan produce. When y “ 

Ln ? ent \° n made on th e air a bout exploding 

P whai ihl 01 LtnL^ 0rld iY°u Und> 1 find m V 3el S wondering 
what the speaker would have to say if he ever heard J 

ofthe productivity of the banties. 
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Doreatha, the cook, whose soft, Lee, 
once sectetaried for me, now lives in 
Houston, has a fine wife, child and car and 
is buying a home, le works in 
the Police Department garage, Doreatha 
said he called her last night and reported that while 
w he was at a little store buying groceries, 
a car had stopped near his, d though at the time, 
he didn't know it, and the person driving the 
car had got out and removed all four hub caps 
from lee's car and had vanished before Lee came out 
of the store , As he started 'to 

get into his car, however, a lady in the neighborhood 

who had seen the doings, handed Lee a 

slip of paper on which the lady, in lieu of a pencil, 

had marked down the number of the hub 

cap thief's car license, 'Lee, naturally, 

wasn’t long in turning it over to the police' and 

the police, in turn, weren' t long in 

tacking down the car and its owner, They found 

the hub caps in the car. Let us hope 

Lee made it a - point to buy some mighty pretty 

lip sticks and present them to the lady,— 

and a nice new shiney pencil, to boot, 


L have heard more talk lately about the 
impending doom of Saturday Evening Post and I 
regret the fate that seems inevitable, I 
believe an attempt is going to'be^madc to 
issue it bi-monthly, Perhaps there 
have been weeklies which have staggered from 
5 2 to 12 issues or 24'issues a year and sur¬ 
vived but sooner or later all I ever heard of 
have ended in oblivion, once the'tinkering 
with the numbers of issues per yeaf begins, I 
know nothing n bout the history of the Post 
as between its date of founding by Benjamin and the 
time in my youth when I was want to read 
itsserials in pre- 

pu liccution installments, especial ly biograp hies and 
memoires which I l a pped up inordinately, 

For h a lf a century or more,, 1 suppose, 
it must have been one of the strongest 
weekly publications in the world, ~here is 
aL w a ys something sad about the passing of 
print personalities with such 
a n outstanding record. 


Sunday, June 10th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

Except for a shower oh Saturday evening, the 
entire weekend was glorious .in blue sky, big puffy white 
clouds and dazzling sunshine by day and tender moonlight by night, 

- • • 

1 am grateful to God for the peace and quiet obtaining 
-,nd I tried to put some of it on deposit against rumpuses 
that will probably roll 'round during the ensuing summer. 

Celeste's nephew, Joe Regard, with wife and year old 
son arrived Saturday morning f romBatoiiRouge for 
the weekend. Celeste h a d been cooking up 
a party for them,an^ it came off Saturday night 
for about 25 couples of Joe's generation and, 
according to report, a grandtime was had by all, 

- «. c t 

James came over Saturday afternoon and whisked me 
off to the canp where he, Kay and Icollaped in deck chairs 
under the f a vorite cedar of little Miss Lee and me. 

It was hod a nd humid with clouds rolling 20 miles or so away down 
beyond Derry, About 5:30, G mis developed and we went inside 
to sup, Perh a ps 3 tenths of an inch 
of moisture descended 6ut it h a d stopped 

when supper was finished and we sat on the gallery observing 
a marvelous sunset. An opening, seeming a bout afoot 
wide in the clouds, ran for a thirty mile stretch, north and south 
long the top of the Montrose hill3, and 
the opening w a s brilliant, the more so because of 
the blackness of the hills below, and the 
solidity of g the vast cloud just above, 
making the whole horizon take on the appearance of 
a vast st a ge, dazzlingly light inside but concealed 
from view when the rising curtain on the scene, g a ve 
the impression of having stuck just as it started to go up, 

.The thermometer must h a ve dropped about 30 degrees 
"nd the freshness of the a ir ia a s invigorating, 

I believe the sun w a s supposed to h a ve set at 7:20, 

but it remained d*r£ j,r,o<m .6 *30 onward 

and only when I returned to Hjvcca before 8 did 


And now I must do a d n b of mail and 


fold 
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Monday, June 11th, 1962, 





the clouds disaPpear and a lovely moontouch up the 
freshly w a shed gardens, 

TIUs afternoon at 4, James returned to pick me up 
again . We did not linger here as Kay was 
a t the camp and I, S,Willard was scheduled to 
arrive with Miriam Carver for supper at 4: 30, Kay, 

James and I again sat beneath our f vorite cedar and chatted, 

An hour after it was time for I, S ,*illard and companion 

to arrige, Kay remarked that shems getting 

hungry and James said we might as well eat since 

none of us really knew if I, S,Willard intended 

putting in an appearance this Sunday or next. When 

we were a bout half through supper, I, S, Willard 

put in ah appearance, Everybody w a s inconvenienced 

except I, S,Willard, She was a study in 

patriotic colors, a pretty, plain, pmwder- 

blue frock, white-white hair and a scarlet lipstick, 

, After supper, James took herto of serve some changes he 
had made down on the margin of the river and 
while they were away, K a y asked me to tell her frankly 
if the quiet life in a Parish such as 
flatchiioches didn't bore me. This is the first 
sign I haf noticed on her part to dragm of taking up 
residence somewhere ejse,, ^ guess 

they must have been here four or five months now and with nothing to 

do and the loosening of local tendrils to spend time 

inSouthCarolin naturally doesn't lend itself to 

interest or contentment, I suppose. There was something 

said a^out ii\ a bility to imagine anyone wanting 

to build a house in this part of the State and as 

I have never yet figured out the Hew Orleans to 

BatonRouge move and even lesg theBatonRouge to 

Hatcf\itoohes change, I h a ven t a ny hope of 

trying to comprehend what map next be on the schedule• 

James is, busy and happybut I doubt if Kay 
will ever find the resources for happiness 
that a bound in her husband .. 


Memorandum 

Rot and umid. Cloudy this morning a 
and rain this afternoon to tl{e extent of k j 
half an inch, knock ng the field hands out of t 
the cotton field while it catapaulted me 
right into the Ghana weeds which pulled with va 
vast facility, thanks to the dampening, Tonight 
is wonderfully mellow, thanks 
to the presence of a waxing moon in a 
cloudless sky and 1 find myself holding 
the thought a see a ble moon may be where little 
Miss Lee chances to find herself. 

As you may have noticed, the paragraphing 
or margins thus f,ar are curious, I a m writing 
by moonlight, j 3 a matter of fact, what with 
something gone wrong with the electricity 
which seems to h a ve beclouded the 
typewriter by the greater inteniity of the shad 
shadows, 

The Registers did not come down 
tod a y but they called, this evening to give 
a report of their adventures after t . . 

leaving here for Natchitoches last night, 

I ,S ,^illard, it had been agreed, . 

would drive just ahead of them and they . 

would keep three or four cars lengths behind. 

She drove at about 40 miles to the 
hour, always keeping to the extreme 

right of the road, to such a n extent in f n ct, . . 

often she was more on the shoulder than on the 
b q lck top. Somewhere along the 
way two gentlemen in a white convertable 
cut in between the Willard a nd Register 
vehicles. Later I S, 

Willrd explained she thought fhat when this 
white convert^ble finally got ahead of her 
it was Kay and James although they — K 

~~ «. «.' • 
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Tuesday, JunejZth, 1968, 


a black Studebaker, Be that a s it may, and 
I, S, Willard as she i3, she s till thought it 
Kay and °ames jU8t ahead of her in the white 
convertable when they cut in in front of her and 
flagged her down, after bringing themselves and 
her to a stop • A man, obviously d runk, got 
out and said a car in front of him had gone int 
the ditch bu by then James andhalted along 
side and I, S,Willard still thro’ght the 
car ahead was theRegister one and didn tseem 
to recognise James who declined to . 
respond to the drunk, s tending by 
I, S.Willard's car when he w a ved his arm cud sa 
said itwas alright for James to proceed, /Vatur 
ally James w a ved him to ,go on b a ck to his 
white convertable and that was that and 
the ladies were very flustered and James 
was very filled with wonder as to how I, S, 

Willard gets through the world as well as 
she does, 

OnSunday night, when leaving the camp 
she had 3aid goodbye all a round, explaining 
she was taking off erly this morning 
for Monroe where she had various 
meetings consuing two or three days. 

Around 10 a»m, today, she dropped in on 
the Registers and the ladies especially had muc 
to chatter a bout. She finally did tear herself • • 

away at 8 p,m, t however, explaining she 
had discovered that she just had too 
much to do to getaway to Monroe to¬ 
day• So turns the world <. 

of I, S,Willgrd, ■. 

As for Lestan's world, it rotated mostly • 
on the vegetable garden today and tonight 
I shall think of it again just before 
folding up time for there's a nice crisp salde 
awaiting the magical moment, resting in 
the ice box and I think 1 am 
going to like it, —fresh tomatobelle peppar 
and onion, cluttering up a hunk of tuna, — 
the tuna not being from the garden and I find 
va3t satisfactionbeing able from here on until 
November plucking ripened things from the 
local vines for midnight snacks,,,,,,,,,. 


Memorandum- 

1 Hd hot and * in 3 P ite of theStJSwi thin- 
dar , d business about 40 d q ys of r a in following 
inursd a y s shower, there wasn t so much 
as a drop across the landscape but plenty of 
torrents cascading from me everytime I 

un ertook a ny labor in the flower and vegetable 
sections, 

1 helma had called yesterday to ask 

m *9h* come down today, d he said John is inBaton 
"ouge, fighiting the Battle of the Budget, 

Jaturally I said I should e enchanted, as, indeed, I was. 

J ames put in a n appearance about 11-50 
this morning and remained for noondinner with 
J, H,, the clerk and me and that was 
all very pleasant, I think he especially 
relished the vegetables which Doreath cooks 
to delect a bly, —okra for the gumbo, 
mustard, beets, new Irish potatoes just 
out of the good earth and sn a p beans to round out 
the steak and dessert, ice tea and demi-tasse, 

After dinner, James came over to *ucca for 
a little chat which must h a ve frightened off the 
secretaries, a s l had especially shaken the grape¬ 
vine at dawning, and of coursel didn't get the 
noon nemos which I also missed between 6 a nd 7 tonight 
as i got lost in the weeds at sunset, I 
s 'Lall try to catch up with the day's doing a t 
1 O* 

Thelma arrived at 8, bringing a market basket 
full of good things for me, everything from a wonderful 
stew of sometmd through orange wine, J 

cheeseof the blue variety, jam, toast sticks, 
cucumbers in sour cream, ice cream and I cannot 
remember what else, .. 

She brought along Summer Dancers which 
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Vednesday, June 13th, 1962. 



i 


she reviewed for me, reading exerpts from 
each chapter which I thought very kind of her. 

It cert n inly is light. *hen 3he brought short 
story, somebody kin to the Sutlers, had written 
and sent to her, asking her opinion. She wanted mine, 
■then *helma explained that the Hysterical L a dies 
are holding a business session tomorrow afternoon 
and she wanted to go into onor two potentions on 
the agenda which she, as President, will intro¬ 
duce for the October doings. Natchitoches 
in general and the ladies in particular would 
swoon if they ever suspected how much agenda 
somehow gets hatched behind the b a mboo curtain. 


■‘helma wanted to stroll over to Ghana before 
±e a vmg and I took along her market b a sket and 
we found lots of thingsto give it teh appearance 
of a cornucopia before she, got headed toward 
home a gain. 


Thelma s a id Beth w a nts Beaufort on this year's 
Pilgrimage but thinks Vernon's health will 
be such that he will not be able to walk for 
at least 10 months, making it uncertain as to 
how things will be rocking along in October. 

]' r om • e rn o n s brother, one leanns that Vernon's 
health is in a most precarious state and 
that it iscertainly beyond tl+e family's hope 
that he may be n ble to- sruvivc the summer. Thus 
reports Jrom the same family vary but, 
knowing Beth as everyone does, nobody puts the 
slightest credit on anything she s ays from 
one moment to the next. One of 
the peculiarities of his physical condition, aside 
from Parkingson's, is the f n ct that the 
two crushed vertaJbrae somehow makes it 
impossible to give pain killers that h a ve 

any effect a nd it is said he suffers the tortures 
of the damned.. 


And, thus turns th Tuesday and now I must 
and attend to some m a il and then attend to 
the salade. .. 


get busy 





Memorandum : 


Hot and humidbut none of the 

rain in the 40 day cycle we were supposed to re- 
cel ve» 


It has been so long since morning, I don't 
seem to remember very much about the details, prosaic 
enough at best. There were three hours on theend of a 

i!*n) ■ day reall V 90 t going in other departments, 

people m the morning, a stack of work in the 
afternoon a nd a feeling of exhaustion at 
supper time, impelling me for the first time 
I can remember to linger at t a ble after the others 
had gone and Doreatha had tidied up up the place. 

A . 3 * le f i the bi 9 house, I told her I doubted 
if I should keep awake until I reached Yucca 
and that if she should find me still asl-eep under 
a n andin a bush by breakfast time on the morrow, she 
might just as well let me sleep on. 


But I did make it here and picture my 
surprise when I found two people 
awaiting me on the front gallery^—Kay and James. 

■‘■hey said they had bestirred themselves late this 

and 9° ne for a ride this afternoon and thought they 
would drop in for a little chat. y 


m a u 


m v wcuuy,, rumpiea r a tment must •have 
been impressive by contrast. We chatted a while insi 
sampled 3omecold drinks, —James and I 
stressing tomato juice, Kay sticking strickly to 
water. Kay thought it would be 

pleasant to strpll, —she was using but - • 

a single crutch, —in the"hana garden 
and stroll in the Ghana garden we did,. 
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sitting for the twilight hour on a bench beneath 

a big pecans and watching the moon grow 

in brilliance, The twin black cat3 

h a d a wonderful time scampering a bout from 

limb to limb in the vast mass of greenery over our 

heads , 


Event ally we s tolled back to 
Yucca and Inter we went on to their car and 
they were gone and I came back, prising God 
for the solitude awaiting me, 

I am supposed to do a column 
tonight but there are a couple of 
letters I am bound to do and after that 
I know perfectly well I shall be t 
folding up my beard and calling it a day, 

Sometime between jumps during the day, 

I heard the blue gar bantam atop the 

armoir, rattling eggs around . d he „is the one 

who recently begot the 18 children out 

of the SO odd eggs, I stopped operations 

long enough to hunt up a cardboard carton 

and mount a ladder, gathering up the 

six eggs I found that she had already 

deposited and placing them in the new nest so 

that when she decides to hatch another batch, the 

dogs will , be more or less K thin the 

spread of her feathers and not all over the 

top of the armoir, 



Thelma called me ju~ J - : 'cv. She said the matters 
we had discussed yesterday were presented to the 
Board yesterday, —the hysterical ladies. 

Everything was accepted and plans are going ahead immediately 
to put iron gates on the American- ce metery and put in 
order many of the colonial graves, some of them sadly in 
need of repair, —straightening up the 
bricks, resetting the headstones and so. on. 

The American cemetery will be on the Pilgrimage 

tour this year and the graves so marked by various insignia, 

some colonial, some ante bellum so that visitors mgy 

readily identify them. And so the day 

runs its course and within half an hour I trust 

I may be in dreamland,,,,,. 
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nursday, Jun , l4th ' lgeg ' 


Memorandum: % 

30t a '' d and all cUarm 

piff 1 ia °* 

but\t°mil “"^•"na iSrafjg 1 b ° ah fl ad ani1 

nonethina -bouTf'’ d ° ■ r ° r the Juni'Slat'f a " l/ 

vTbellf anT’ifT U a=i “ aarlo ad 

maid is*e to onluJi '“"*?» Hunting x J 

pi zum, ™zixv»d'&i «- •«*- 

mro XU, l t till*&V£r did and u,. 
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Carmen had called in the morning to a sk if she 
could bring some people down in mid afternoon. She could 
and did . One lady, a Mrs, Ellis, is in some 
Beston library, a nd seemed a bout twice as young a s another 
■faaj/j a Mrs, Jones, atilt ife of the h piscopal preacher, 
but, of course, it turned out that the younger Mrs. Ellis w a s 
nevertheless the mother of the elde-r Mrs, Jones 


My a gents reported that James w a s a t the camp 
during the afternoon but he did not pass' this w a y and 
frankly I w a s enchanted at the close of day to be n ble to 
collapse. Tomorrow is theRegister wedding anniversary and 
i snail send them a.Jloral greeting in town tomorrow morning. 

Somehow I had expected to do something a bout 
this anniversary but I didn’t get a round to it. 

Perh.ap3 there will be some sort of a session at the camp tonight, 
Wednesday night /. a y mentioned that I, S.Willard 
would be in town on Friday night but whether that meant 
festivities were planned with her included, I know not. 

I think ^ames prefers the camp to 
I an holding the thought they don 
Pa r ty at the af resaid club for I 
enthusiasm a ny thought of getting 
supper in town. Of coursel think 
should be widening their circle of friends for just 
as the present, a nd 1 feel especially stong 
on this point for their sakes and even more so for my own 
wish to remainpeacefully a t home at the close of such busy 
days, somehow it all reminds me of one of my 
friend3 f who came to my house for dinner oHe hot 

s night in Manhattan, The weather was at once soggy and blist 
and he w a sspending much of his time while in New York a tov ^ 

*e Plaza where he was staying, I remember how impressed 
1 w a s as I gently wilted a t my own t ble iDhen he 
expressed the thought that Manhattan w a s such a delightfully 
cool place for spending the summer. 3 t J ' V 

is Cane River if one c a \pnly reserve the evenings. 


• j. 19 19 ww 19 u i 

theCountry Club and 
t cook up a 
view with me a ger 
rigged up for 
the celebrants 

such 


occ a sions 


The artist came to see me. I know the time 
with her two romances in progress but t g a ue her 
gourd picture' to do with a view to sending it to 

tile folks against autumn. I. S. WiH ar d is supposed 


is 

a 


wrong, what 


the 


h*n l n Ve i n b j en puttin 9 a” earlier one into proper form but that 
t)eg a n m ^ a nu a ry and may not be achieved fief ore next year and 
I can t wait. Thus things turn and so must 
I toward my down couch . 


Friday, June 15th, 1968. 

V" ■ 

> 

*. i- 

Memorandum- • • 

The d a y all blue and' gold and hot a nd tonight a ll 
blue and silver andmild of thermometer readings, 


So often these days both in morning and afternoon, 

I discard soaked raiment, for dry that I seem 

to h a ve become dehydrated without realizing it. A 

d a b of salt now and then and ample liquids 

keep me in pretty good, balance although dehydration prob a bly 

does tend to exh a ust one somewhat. 

In ah y event, 1 was glad that no Calls •came 
from town inviting me to participate in 
Register anniversary celebrating and 1 w a s 
enchanted at the prospect of jumping into the tub when 
I finally moseyed from the<lh a na garden to Yucca along 7 bout 7, 

Just as I put my foot in the tub, I heard a familiar 
voice on the front g a llery. It was ^ames who 
said he and Hay were the only c a mpers on 

the river, apparently, and that some pe„ch ice cream ahd cake 
were planned for rou\iding out the moonlight under 
the cedars and would I join them.. I would, —if 
he wanted to wait while I spl-shed 
through a quick sower and he waited. 

The moonlight w a s wonderful and the pe a ch ice cream 
qqu a lly so, Conversation was pleasant enough, 
hey said they had spent the day at the c amp t 

but had received the potted chrysanthemums I had sent to ?ecane Park 
before they left home. K a y said I was the only 
one who had remembered their anniversary. I think, unless 
reminded, the average person doesn t recall 
other people's anniversaries. If Aunt 
Willie remembered it, she prob a bly 
did so with scant pleasure What other individuals 
they expected might remember it, I would know. 





\ 
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■The evening star, —Venus, T guess, --was 
unusually bright in spite of the radiance of 
the moon, These flights it hangs over the 
Montrose hills and casts ' 
a four or five foot refledtion on the placid 
waters of the river maki'ltfjfi setting 
equally conducive to qu ij&ns to chatter, 

*ay opined that for the' first time in her 
life she got the impression I seemed itred, Brother, 

At 20:15, after she had been up-for only IS hours, 

it seemed gnerally agreed that they should call it a day 

and 1 was perfectly willing to h a ve them drive . 

me this way when they headed out, I took the 

opportunity to lie when they outlined 

the possibility that 1 ,S,Willard might be down this way 

on fhe morrow but saying 1 was expecting some friends 

from Denver, of all places, on Saturday afternoon, ' x hey 

said they could push supper up or b a ck to accommodate 

my schedule but I said I woul prob a bly have to 

eat in town and that they had better count me out, 

'They asked about Sunday and I said I though that 
could be arranged reaily enough,. I am 
looking forward with infinite pleasure tomorrow night 
tospending a quiet evening alone. Few people, 

Iisuppose, can possibly imagine that now a nd then other 

people really do enjoy being alone, if for 

no other reasons than tocoll a pse in private and 

their kindness, —that is to say the 

kindness of Kay and °ames in wanting to help me to 

avoid the boredom of having only my own company is 

touching, 1 believe James 

appreciates the a bility toget free ofpersondL ities once in 

a while but I fancy such a thing would be difficult 

for Kay to comprehend although she is not at 

all in the category of the Marie Antoinette 

section that craves.parties and people all around 

the clock. Well, so much for 

tonight a nd now I am bound to fold . 
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Sunday, June 17th, 1962, 


Memorandum i 

All fair around the clock onSaturday, Hot 
withal and all fair Sunday until 5:30 whe two and a-half inches 
descended, followed by daring skies within an hour or so when the 
full moon took over and it was enchanting, 

I relished my quiet Saturday, In the morning 
five field hands appeared, the cotton having been 
thoroughly gone over. Two of the field hands, being 
rogues and the other three dumb sons of the soPl, knowing 
but one plant, —cotton, 'They all seemed 
a little disappointed when, instead of turning them 
loose among the vegetables, I kept them 
strickly concentrated n other sections. The 
net result was that quite a lot of weeds were eradicated and 
not very many vegetables lifted, 

I 

I relished my Saturday evening a t home and 
celebrated by doing nothing in particular 
and folding up my beard fairly early. 

Today was pleasant enough, D a n Regard is s pending 
the weekend with his Aunt Celeste, much to everyone's 
pleasure for Dan^egard is a swell guy. He had 
a Hatch i toches boy friend down for Sunday and as Celeste 
and J, H, were going to the camp down by the 

spillway for Sunday rton dinner, the three o us dined at home and it 

waspleasant all around, including the tour that 

followed,, 

Sines came o er at 4 to invite me 
to join him a nd Kay at the camp for supper. We 
sat beneath of cedars for a pleasant hour and then 
moved instide when the rains came. Fairly high 
winds accompanied the shower and probably 
broke a tree lim £ over the 
electric wires, throujging the 
camp into twilight which was just as pleasant 
asthe mazdas, We sat on the 
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Monday, June 18th, 1988 . 



gallery after supper, watching the sunset and drinking in 
the lovely light patterns playing on the surface of 
the river below. The lights came b a ck on eventually but 
as the moon was already doing buig business, nvbody 
paid much attention to the restoration 
of the current. I was b a ck home by 10 o'clock, 
happy at the opportunity to h a ve a little chat with 
Miss Lee a nd undistrubed by any telephone 
interruptions, what with the storm seeming to h a ve 
knocked out the Southern Bell more thrououqhly ' than 
Valley Electric 

In the horticultural department, I was 
amused this morning when f g a ve a look at some 
p rsimmons I had planted early in the Spring. 

They were about three feet in height and usually they don't 

bring forth fruit until they are 10 or IS feet 

in height. One of this Spring's planting, 

however, and only one, surprised me and possibly itself, 

by putting out about a dozen bits of fruit. 

Naturally I removed all save one in order the 
plant may not be exhausted by such pre¬ 
mature bearing but I did le a ve the one solitary 
persimmon to see for sure just which variety it is. 


In the avi ar y section, Madam Peacock is be ginning to 
manifest sighs of returning to the social whirl. She 
usually spends a little more time away from her 
ne3t just before the little ones hatch and her 
morning strolls in the Ghana garden are a little more 
extended e a ch day. I h n ve not counted the eggs 
on which she has been parking but my guess is they number four. 

wi+h°{ * Ue3e ,, d ~V a 1 ex P eo * ^ see her venturing forth in the white garde; 

with some offspring a nd it will be time enough then 

to count the little ones and see if a ny eggs remain unhatched . 


Memorandum • 


Cloudy, hot and humid. Another S inch 

t0 SWe11 tlle 8 and a half inch 
business of Sunday evening. The sky looks as though 
might get some more before dawn. 


we 


There was a party across the fence this nfternnnn 
and tonight Juanjt a A. is staying with 
Celeste, what with Joe being in Arkansas and 
in Shreveport attending some sort of 
a dinner tonight and gathering together 

me » b i rs °f Me Pecan Growers' Association 
the morrow\ 1 Experiment Station near Shreveport on 

nn v **?■;**? Plantation pretty ifoppy this morning, 
nobody but the cowboys worked except Fug bou 
and August who honoredme with their presence. 

Neither of them lid .much. They both seemed sober enough 
at dawning but by 9 o'clock Fug a bou enough 

obviously had rounded up a bottle a nd I didn't 
bother tosee how August w a s making out. 

'Phone service was restored this afternoon 
and as soon as I cam$ in out of the rain. I 
began getting calls. The first w a s>from 

^li^h^nlrinh/W^ a»d of Celeste's. 

I like her alright but a s she never calls me unless she 

has an axe to grind, I picked up the tread 

after amenities had been exchanged and said j 

„ , 7 , l aue fiends from out of town a nd I am 

calling to ask if you will give them an 
appointment, —or doesn't it go just th'at w a y this 


but « S Jmlh 1C 5 U9ll f d °’! d w asn't exactly like that 

but somebody fromi<lond a )A, —University of 

It Southwestern giving a work shop course 
and asked that arrangements be made for a go-round down 
Any time convenient for me would be alright but 
only Wednesday or Thursday .*» ‘the afternoons, could be 


here 
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Tuesday, June 19th, 1962. 


Memo randurn- 

Hot and humid with clouds looking as though 
they might dump buckets at any minute all day but only a 
few sprinkles developed. 


„„.y>■ fj-vrmatknumoer and her 

:V h Tfr ;J W,* 1 

as a personal f a vor or simply on the enunt r, f +h. 

and° iC * 

Xu XX ?z,z VAXX.Jr Xt"Xu 9 

S£SEZ~ iglSES:-.. 

1 coffee^ed at 9 with Celeste who to 1 ri 

XhX sfpXrlXaVat'fi; XX *«" 

*SSTV r r\ tt : Jul » XliXXXXVX a asM *• 

u\{fr i \xV a X n ' iP ' 3 Xl'Zj>n ° , ~~" p ' lUU ' 9 ° JS 

hn+hll X^ 0 ^ tUat 3ince 1 <*«”»'* w ant to 

:'x u ° n 

«* ««•>• and "4" ZtXiJ’Zt'X ° T 

‘Superintendent of Par ishSohools, when he^nd'l wer* 

3 one pr.gr*. or othor at S t.‘‘o Ichool faro 


be 




Such lovely ripe tomatoes and'ball* 

whirh°lh in 2 ° Ut the ‘' ft a»o garden and a 

'thither T y e °l ra te ^ awaiting me in the 
thither I a m turning right now . 


back . 


pc pars 
sal a de of 
ice box and 


I know not if it was the dampness from last evening's 
rain or a general lessening of interest in the 
date but whatever the reason, the famous old stand-bye of 
Cane^iver holidays passed off remark a bly quiet • fit body 
worked which, perhaps, was because, of the sodden 
condition of the ground. There was some sort of 
a frolic at one or two of the honkey-tonks 
this afternoon and a dab of swinging out in the same places 
tonight but it all appears to be on the mild side • 

I shall remember this June 19th, however, 
because it is the natal day of one or more peacocks% 

This morning about 9, Do^eatha passed 

this way and noticed Madam Pe a cock with a. 

b a by in the far corner of the white garden a s opposed 

to the nest, hard by the Yucca gallery . 

Doreah a recalled that when chickens or turkeys 
get excited at the arrival of a single child a nd 
suddenly foressake the next to take the little one 
on a tour of the big world, she sometimes forgets 
to return to her duty in supervising the hatching of 
t{ie balance of her brood. If one takes the newly hatched 
one away from her, however, she suddenly remembers her chores 
aren't finished and although wailing about the sudden 
los3 of her first born, heads b a ck to wind \p the 
job. We accordingly picked up the little one 
and put him in a box in the living room • Jtoe minutes 
later, Mrs. Peacock was at the living room door giving on 
the white garden, wailing something that 
sounded like "it's gone, it's gone". 

• t 

I immediately removed the box with its b a by 
occupant to the bathroom and darkened the room a nd the little 
one went to sleep and its mama promptly returned to her 
next a nd the other unhatched eggs, — three. 

She remained there the rest of the day and 
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to make everybody happy, along a bout an hour before sunset, 

I carried the little one from its bathroom 

cloister and appraoched Mrs. Pe c cock's nest. She 

never budged pt my approach and when I gently placed 

her first born beside her, she gave no. indication that 

she recognised either its presence or mine. I stepped 

b a ck for a moment and observed the miracle of 

the child knowing where home was and the mother knowing how 

to kick ouf the red carpet:, as it were. Suddenly the mother, 

seemingly not moving her body, lifted up the feathers of her 

breast and instantly the little one scooted in under them out 

of sight, Whether the other three eggs had hatched during 

the d a y, 1 know not for 2 did not want to disturbed 

the expectant lady. Probably tomorrow morning 

I shall see Mrs. Peacock stepping out across the greensward 

with one child at least and I hope all four. It , 

was just a year a go today thatthe first family Mrs. Peacock had be¬ 
gotten came to grief when Sister insisted on 
taking the boxer to feed where the new little 
family was trying to get adjusted to the world 
a nd suddenly were cat a panlted intq Heaven instead. 

I hold the thought this year's offspring may be great big 
boys and girls before we are honor by a similar visitation. 

You never saw so many belle peppars as a rc stuffing the 
ice box tonight. 1 guess there must be a bout a 
hundred which I am holding against tomorrow 3 dawn when 
I shall distribute them to local friends. 

After supper tonight I went to make a round in the 
Gh a na garden a nd was distressed to discover.that 
about 25 or 30 beautiful plants, loaded down 
with peppar3, had been trodden into the mud. It 

w a s easy enough to see how the wreckage had been caused for in every 
case, the plant had dtood just behind z 


,l f A 1 " ■ 


we 


'nv.}}ke 7b " 
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Wednesday, June 20th, 1962. 


Memorandum j 

Dasslingly clear, hot but less humid. 

this morning about 10, I met Madam 
Peacock out for a stroll with one little one, —yesterday's. 
Obviously the other three eggs had not hatched. She 
resumed her nest this afternoon but my guess is that 
the recent torrential rains may have effected all 
but the one egg. In any event, I shall leave her in 
peace for another day, after which, if no more 
blessed bundles appear, I shall persuade her the period 
of pregrjnency is over and she must get on with 
undivided devotion to her nursery ... If she would 
only take a page from Mrs. Murgatroyd and arrange her 
nest atop an armoir, how much less hazardous her child¬ 
getting might be. 

2 w a s sorry today to learn of the death of 
Ha pole on bynog, our primitive wood carver friend. 

Tonight Andy a nd his, brother will attend the wake 
for their uncle in town and tomorrow he 
will be buried. I an forever saying such unpleasant 
things about hill billies, I sh a ll testify tonight 
thatthey aren t a ll b n d by knocking off „ column 
under some such title a s "CaneRiver Loses an 
Artist" or some such for the June 28th Enterprise. 

I saw J. H. for two minutes this noon when 
he introduced me to 8 or 10 pecane men, some of 
whom I had met before. x hey had attended yesterday's 
Recall growers Covention near Shreveport and h a d 
cometo Melrose this morning, remaining for dinner 
and noon and a little pilgrimage afterward. One of 
the men fromAtl a nt a a nd another from Hew York, 
had to catch pl a nes out of Shreveport for 
their respective destinations but, in spite of 
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what must have been a over-tone of urgency, none 
of them wanted to cut short the tour, suggesting 
they got something out of it a s theywent along. 


Fug a bou andAugu3t presented themselves 
this morning but 1 received their sassistance with 
a degree of reserve. .7ft ey did,some work but 
did not carry out my direction completely. I had 
some friends of J. . to look after between 8 

and 4 and just a3 1 was heading out to check up on 
my helpers, James appeared unannounced and rem a ined 
for supper. When 1 was a ble to get aw a y long enough 
to check on what wasn’t doing in the planting section, 

I discovered a brief but snappy oration was i?i order and 
left % the helpers a little stupified, -- 
or was it rather the wine th a n I. 


James remained for a while after 3upper a nd 
I was glad to see he enjoyed the fresh tomatoes Doreatha 
had served from the garden. He said that he o^J- 

Kay were expecting company tonight, I, S, ''Willard 
head,driven to Alexandria to meet her son who was flyinl/ng 
over from Jacksonville by jet, arriving at 5 p,m,, 
dining with his mother in Alexandria,>after which they 
would drive up to ?ecane Park to call on the 
P.egister3 by 8'o ’clock, after whichCapt a in 

Willard would return to Alex a ndi a , hop bnck in his llavy jet 
and scoot b a ck to Jacksonville,Florida• I must 
confesss James and I both did a bit of speculating as to 
what he and Kay might be doing at 8 o'clock, 

9 o’clock, 10 o’clock and so on and the only point on which 
we found ourselves assured w a s that we didirt h a ve the slightest 
idea if it would be tonight or someother night they might 
expect their guests,,, . 






Thursday, June 81st, 1968, 


Memorandum: 


Fair a nd hot., . 

Coincidences are always so nice if on the 
cat a e 3 g a ory. 9lde t0daJ/ ' 8 "° S <B P^/sely that 


Littli lint 1 f h /' r -° r 1 6 t,li3 mornin 9 1 learned that 
Tittle King h a d just arrived in the Cane*ioer countru 

a d a n opportunity to run through the mail brought V 


the 
where 


little 


little m ** Lee > P^ned in 

Finn h°s i0 ° d ’ + aS Uie letter Pointed out, 

King Had spent a year or two of his life. 

It goes without saying that j rejoiced +* h 

Tf W i:/ n ilV le / i83 L “ but "rryuiVati* *° 

• tie profound silence Mother nature had + 

Mi iz ° * 

S'-r- ■ 

do f ‘ 2 SS llotlon > indicating that something was being 

a,,ti 

Varioua impressions of certain yesterdays. Such 
run Tr iVrl Zt «*• gfunl 

run of life but tremendously so under just 

ihZlZiZi ™ 008 08 Were obtai "i"9 on the day 
lln/ J was penned. I hold the thought 

1 id l/f W°r* unt JV to be alone - for a little 
nrnnidtd ^ 9 a ntic dividends and that the interim 

Viglt HohlyT’ ^ *° "* 


~£t w a s 
little Miss 
as to places 


so wonderfully thoughtful of 
Lee to give such interesting details 
and people and tonight 1 a m 


ft 
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holding the thought thattwo friends of long standing 
may besharing an outihgredolent w ith soul building 
and happiness, 

On the home front things rocked along 
busily and the day has stretched from 4:30 a. to, 
until now which is midnight, J, H, went 
to flew Orleans yesterday and Celeste spent t he night 
in town with Juanita A and today remained in town, 

I gather, 'lhanks to the Absence of the bottle, 

Fug a bou and August did quite a lot of work which 

should have been accomplished days ago, Around 

2:30 this afternoon, all a -drip with sweat 

as I Wa9 laboring in the Gh a n a garden, I 

was suddenly confronted by none other 

than I, S,Willard and son, Dan, I w a s delighted 

to see Dan whom I like tremendously, He was 

due b ok in Jacksonville, Florida, in two or three hours and 

so after an all too brief h a lf hour, he and 

his mother headed down the road toward 

Alexandria where his jet plane awaited him, I 

8. Willard called me around 8 tonight from 

Natchitoches to say Dan had called her from Jacksonville 

a while earlier to say he was back at home base in 

all good time, I somehow always think of 

jets being manned by a crew but obviously 

there are types operated by a single person, as 

in the present case, 

James had mentioned last evening that he and Kay w ould 
be at the camp this afternoon bi my agents reported 
at 6 they had' not appeared and at 8 Kay called 
to say she had seen the Willards last night and found 
Dan just as grand as I had predicted she would. 

She mentioned she and James would probably get 
down to the camp on the morrow, 

I had worked at Ghana until 7 when 
Andy who attended his uncle's funeral this 
afternoon, came to see me and to relate 
details. Burial took place down Lena 
way which is in t the hills somewhere 
between Monette s Ferry and Boyce, Today's 
Enterprise carried his uncle's obituary, ~ 

Hapoleon Bynog and I trust the 

CaneRiver Memo for June 28th carries a C a ne 

River Memo thatwill make some readers sit up 

a nd rub their eyes about a man some of them knew but 

never dreamed of c s an artist. And now I must fold, 

rejoicing over the happiness the pen of little Miss Lee 

brought me . 


Friday, June 22nd, 1962, 


Memorandum : 1 1 

Fair with a 24 hour heat spread from 72 
to 92, I never did hear the 

Weather Bureau say anithing about the arrival of summer 

but with the sun rising at 5:0 7 and settings t 

7i26, I suppose the maximum of daylight 

has been achieved and that gradually seconds and 

minutes will start disappearing from the broadest 

readings until they re a ch their minimum 

on December 21 

It was so humid but so cool at 4:30 
this morning when I did a bit of fiddling 
in the Ghana garden, plucking 
vegetables for both house and generally 
tidying up rows of crisp plants, 1 was 
impressed by the number of large belle 
peppars on many plants, firmly a ttaohed but the 
lower half of each fruit fairly evenly chewed 
off by the white rabbits, 

August put in an appearance a little 
before 6 but Fug a bou never 
did come into view, having been sent 
to operate a tractor in the cotton,. 

The day's post contained nothing exceptional 
although it is always interesting 
to run through a le tter f rom la Spinks which 
I sh a ll attach if 1 can set my hand to. 

Sometime soon 1 must invite her son to 

drop his Northwestern studies fora moment and 

break bread with me, I was 

interested in the arrangements made for 

the son during his six week's summer course. 

The people in whose trailer he is s taying 
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Sunday, June 24th, 1962, 

* l 


are the ones who -irst rented and then, perhaps, 

eventually bought the Aswell property, I 

understand these people vh om 1 have never met, 

have problems evenas did the Aswells, I 

understand the husb a nd, for instance, finds 

If difficult to keep out of the bottle and as a result. a l - 

though gifted, he seems to be getting precisely no 

where. That the lady should want 

a Conceive Gobelin, 1 can understand, if 

she can or cannot afford it, of course, is 

her business, not mine, butl shall suggest 

she and the a rtist work out the financial details. 

should the lady ever getaround to purcha 3 

same. Probably the Spinks wouldn't be 

happy if they knew their only son and 

heir would be consorting with 

the drunkard during the ensuing weeks of 

the summer session but if their 

son is old enough to take i yto himself 

a wife inAugust, he certainly ought to be 

able to find his way n bout in June 

and July, 


}Jy morning got somewhat gummed up w ith 
people when, during the coffee hour, one 
of the Deblieux's from town called to 
s a y a niece of Cousin "little" 

Anna Crabtree of Memphis were in town, en route 
to metr home 'nC l.fcrn ,, , jj ■ ,,ted to visit 
yet old plantation • They did. 

Beftween 4 and 5, Kay • 
and James put in an appearance, finding me 
all a-drip. But I climbed into some 
dry raiment and allowed myself to be whisked off 
to the camp where we sat beneath t he c edars and 
suppeed after dark. James* c-nfided 


to me that one can never get ahead of ■£. S • 

Willard in appointment matters. The night 

before she had threaten to bring his son a t 8 in the tveninq. 

>*lZ a lV i0n0 ?H re S° rtid - bit 3* drinks and so on although Jeamcs 

knew they would probably be late when Lol instead 

of arriving at 8 the got there at 6, remaining only 20 minutes.• 


Memorandums t 

Pure summer, all blue and gold and hot and 
humid. 

Lots of VaX leyElectric users journeyed to town 
on Saturday morning when the annual meeting 
of theBoard plus the annual drawing* for prises 
for Valley Electric subscribers took place. The 
artist had her grandson drive her in her new horseless 
carriage as far as Montrose where she mounted a bus 
for town to participate in the prise awards 
but 3he returned home resentful that she won 
nothing. Clement Coutee, aft other subscriber on 
Melrose, spent his morning helping me with the hoe. 

A year or too ago he attended but disdained waiting 

for the drawing of the lucky numbers, departing from 

the scene just as the drawing was about to 

start. One had to be present at the drawing <. 

to h a v ^ the lucky numbers awarded and so when Clement's number 

came up, entitling him to an electric stove worth 

several hundred dollars, Clement was on his way b a ck 

home and so the stove went to the next lucky person present. 

He said he figured lightttng would strike twice 
in the same place and so preferred to remain at home. 

• * 

One person on Melrose won an electric f a n this 
year. He is Olyte allien, son of the late~ 

Mitchel, known as the Axe. 

• «. *■ 

Mrs.Walker called me today to s ay she 
had been present at the gathering and had seen 
Celeste whom she found looking so relaxed and res-ted, going to 
show what pulling up and down the bug road will do 
for a girl. j 

I was sufficiently hat and tired after 
supper on Saturday night to take myself home, divest myself 
of all raiment and start to step into the tub when 


• • • 
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%HSi°, red 9 ! rl a PP eared at my door and seemed surprised 
/Hiding me in my birthday suit . S 0 wa3 L lie 

said the store had sent some ladies and 
they were in the African House. It turned out to 
il ^i^PPV °S&aV°u Hatches, sister of a white 

had 8 or 10 b a gs from 
tried to convey the t 
was one in which L usually 
the week whether I 


up St, Mathew's way, who 
Forth Worth with her. I 
impression that the hour 
took a bath a t the end of 


ne ighbor 


needed one or not 
folk ways of Fort 


and was curious 
"orth people. 


to learn the 


I thought it 
camp this 


, 7 ,/v dil * ner today, Celeste asked me if 

would be alright if she drove over to the 

YtVldTlr^T Jf* ?l ace and cal1 on Ka y and Janes. 

1 ° ld ier 1 thought it would and she accordingly 

morrow'* 1 3,1021 ftflW ° report her Swings 9 on the 

% 

henriifxn tWe V\ 4 a, l? 5 tfli 9 afte rno on, when I was 

inthl 0 all J ° r the T O uine as, peacocks and the like, 

in the ai ia na area, I discovered D a n, wife and three girls 

f ' orxi iz: zv// u - 

li Sk A na an >Lr if* 
th» twilinh* t nc to come and sup and spend 

t,e twilight hour with the Registers which I did and liked and 

a ,V™»; !.*** M ' ,a '* ° pitasa,,t s ' ssio " »** 

... . 

Pin xnn, me8 y had ( °, cli PPi"9 for me from the Times 

1 yxt sa r le °S Deve re ux to one Buckle or BuckX.es, 

the lJin re9 . ld «"t, 1 gather, whom ± never knew. I believe 

dliinll C9pa ] d was something like 134 thousand 

.. ./ w J itoh s * ems nodest enough in viewof the 

amount of grounds, contents of the house, its 

historicalat tributes and so on. I 

to°try tTrelli t ne W ll 1 i 3everal ^at figure were one 

y o replace such a house and contents today. 

interpret,/hl e t ter !Iat °hitoches which was signed, as 

"A W P i « A m ° r three different people as 
a. w. a. It was friendly and chatty a nd I assume 

a £Vi pu ** 1 l"° ° UT u,e mtter /»’• <•«.“(» 

t A haVe , unr «vele<i the identity of the 

named Hiltln° 1 h L + A * H * i? ‘ the 'phone booh is somebody 
the*! ff * 1 * e, * but W guess is that everybody mis-rcad J 

Ann Yl h fel. a .. B .:. maki ^ " 


tc’.tf I J 


11850 


Monday, June 85th, 1968. 


Memor a ndum s 

Pure summer continues. * , 

'■ft '11 ’’ ' t 

Road runners and secretaries collided 1 1 

today and I got the road runners and\ the 
secretaries got the open air,’ leaving me holding 
a card 1 believe comes from the ?ruc hand*of 

little Miss Lee and a letter from Waco which undoubtedly stems 
from little Miss Baldwin. 

/A is time for me to begin bracing myself against 
the 4th of July season for it can't be too far off and 
it always seems to be a calendar pivot around which 
vacationists, road runners and the bored'use 
to swing around the countryside in search of entertainment 
hy those like me, foolish enough to stay put a nd take 
the onslaught. <■ 

If little Miss Lee could see thewonderful splashes 
of coir, produced on the plants that h a ve grown from 
the zinnia seeds sent earlier in the season 
she would find herself altogether enchanted. 1 hey are 
m their prime at the moment and what with the dozens of 
crepe myrtles forming two sides of the 

Ghana garden and the zinnias dominating the central circle ' 
~ nd various vantage points in the several parterres, 
the effect would delight no end. Wheh 

Margaret Dixon asked me to advise her when the K 

garden w a s at its best, I decided it would 

prob a bly be late summer when the coxcomb is going full 

tilt a nd I shall not advise her until then but 1 must 

say the zi nnias and crepe myrtles, all in such q vast' 

array of coloring, is something the coxcomb can t equal. 

But la Dixon is currently bogged down with the Legislature 
and it is better that she concentrate on that at the moment 
m the hope that after it adjourns on July 14th, the Dixon desk 
will be in a happier situation to receive garden 
impressions. 




From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS* $M ~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


O, ;r A J 

f 

I 

J 11851 




. seems to- be no- end of taTk on the radio 

Ira'iL* in “Er??* decision of yesterday, indicating that 

prayers in public schools may be eliminated to J 

tnnnUt ^\ Parent \ W J!° 0>J ' ect t0 Ueir children being forced 
studeit iVlZh" ? att * in 9 °SJ a prayer. I have been 
unison nd H i* Wl Vl *P ra V* r w ° a recited by the children in 
8 ? °r d ii Con template those dim, dead days beyond 
ecall » 1 catl t 3ee t,l at the prayer meant anything 
v +h 11 ' i° T eu J r y bod U» including me, rattled it off 

thJn 9U drln aU A the , worda * r thoughts m a de no more impression 
th a n a drop of water on Emmet's b a ck . In H 

To lTri°/r t AT^ n9 ii reli9i - n i9 su Sf i(! iently important 

and™ +hinl li der ? bl8 ,* X ? 08Ure °S a11 children to it 

and think the church should lend a h a nd in doing so. The 

primary repsponisbility, however, it seems to me/rests 

dnnl T++T r V tS end most of the parents I know h a ve 
done little to set the feet of their offspring 
on ijhe road toward God. How that schoVl 3 P 9 
don t h a ve to say prayers, perhaps there will 
bf enough uproar about theBible in school so 
that courses in Bible study will be 

introduced so that the child, as a result of this 'change, - 

get something out of the 
get when a chant was the order 
which nobody p a id the slightest 


will in the end really 
study which he did not 
of the d a y, a chant to 
heed as to meaning 


tire if a ullTTt U irr 0 d t0 6 V° y y SUmmer Salade3 end never seem to 
HZ / l i sirred up f rom local produce, —belle 

Zf P ^HioH ma T* oin ° J n » lettuce with a boiled egg and a d a b 

/lont Vf l Z W \' *!• Sunday, Kay b rought me 

thinT ntZ read ' 3 ‘! Ha * d baked » bereft of salt, 1 
think, and composed of special ingredients. I 

IddeauatTsnli ° li P le dormant of salt, did 1 not have 

TaVA il Z* or + . lji ' ,e 3 ar in the salde but when 

ZtnVfuT°'i UnC T° h With the 3 dade, 1 find the stuff 
wonderful and, of course, home made bread has 

ZHt t i l -T ab0 ^l* it J hai! beats Quantity made "staff of life" 
seem like mighty tame stuff. . J ■‘V® 

be nrlJnJ l °iT to . re P° rt V*t the lone peacock seems to 
h „! Jill 6 al Z nicely and that the guineas 

in the oourYanZ f la ? e Ue J think nobody knows about . 
w d garden where they are amassing a 

t takeZT° lleC i Uon 0j> e " S a 3 cinst a july setting, 1 
- t takes the g uinea and the peacock a week longer 

to hatch out their offspring th a n it does most 

““Chickens, b a nties and the like requiring onlu. 
three weeks as against the others requiring four.* *™ d 
the fea hered friends proceed but EmMet andE 


suppose . 


so 


r.< y i j 
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Tuesday, June 86th, 1968 , 

Memorandum : 

Summer all over the place but tr a velers from 
Shreveport report mighty r a ins as between there and here 
during the afternoon. 

It was so pleasant beginning the day among 
the Ghana parterres, everything so fresh and crisp 
in the morning dew. 

I concentrated pretty thoroughly in that 
section until dinner time when we ate across the fence, the 
cook having taken her mama for a check-up inSlireveport. 

By mid fternoon, however, the tempo increased and I 
had to foresake Ghana for Yucca when Blythe appeared. 

Before she left, Dr. Talley, the Hew Cleans lady doctor, 
arrived and remained until supper time. 

During supper. Sister a,rrived from Shreveport and 
when I got b n ck from the big house, 1 found Kay and 
James awaiting me and they remained until first dark. 

* 

Ho sooner were they gone than three calls came in from 
town, one being from the lady doctor, — 

Eleanor, —saying some ladies wanted to drop in on 
me tomorrow, —one of them having once dine something 
to make Madam Regards la8t months the happier. While 
on the wire, the same caller spoke of my friends «, 

having a camp down this way. ^he said she should weloome 

7 n opportunity to talk with the husband and wondered if * 

he understood his wife 1 scondition and the diet matter 
which seems so important to the wife but seems imaginary 
to everyone else including the caller. I 

asked if she thought it w a s too Late to correct the wife's 
imagination and she said she wasn't sure, 

* 

s for-E-crU, she brought me an elegant blue v 

berry pie, cooked by her own true hand. The sliver I tasted 
was wonderful a nd 1 propose h a ving a go at a slab before 
folding up my beard for the night. She plans to 


l 
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spued about amonth with Paul King, beginning the 
latter part of August, passing a couple ofd ays at the 
Plaza either before or after the Woodstock visit This 
is the first time, 1 believe, Blythe ever drove to 
the Ganetver country from Alexandria by herself. 

is for Dr. Talley, she is planning to 
move into an apartment in Hew rleans, having rented 
her home. She had an excellent opportunity to 
sell her home, at a handsome profit but the Court would 
not let hqr because she has an adopted .son, 12 or 14 years old 
and there s something about protecting the 
child which doesn t seem to make any sense in 
this instance. Be that as it m a y, Dr.Talley and her son 
will fly to Europe next month and be back in September and 
State busines,s will bring her up this way sometime in 
October. 

The artist came to see-me, bearing a gourd picture 
she had executed for me. The subject is gourds . 

a iid is the second one that is noaccount and a cannet be 
used for a tile. What with a car and two suitors on 
her mind, Art seems to be of minor interest 
these days. 

A 'phone call from The Enterprise intervenes as 
between this paragraph and the above. Mrs. Walker had 
just been talking with her husband inBatonRouge where he is 
lobbying for newspaper interests. He w as impressed when 
„ the Editor of the x imes Picayune told him f he had 

just 1 jarned from Payne Brazeale, Carmen s brother of 
BatonRouge, that Charles u unningham had bought ^'he^nter prise, 
indicating that the new Mrs. Cunningh a m's money must 
"talk" . Where Payne Preazeale got his information, 
nobody knows but Mr. Walker thought he must be talking 
through his hat since the owner of the paper himself had 
never heard of such doings .. 


Wednesday, June 27th, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy all day with the rumble of thunder sounding 
°ff first in one direction, then in ai other and c ontinuing 
all a fternoon. Finally a nice little shower developed 
little after 6 tonight a nd it has continued sprinkling 
or the succeeding 4 hours until now. I 
suppose the cotton-planters didn t need any rain, — 
they seldom if ever do, bu ■ I could stand a 
nice little shower on my side of the fence and 
I'm delighted with tonight '3 d^b and especially 
at close of day when there will be little or no evaporation 
during the night so the plants may get a maximum fo good 
fromthe moisture. 


I believe I solved the mystery as to the initials 
"A. W. H. n I think it must be Mrs. Homes from whom, on 
occasion, I have purchased George Feyer records. I never knew 
her first name but someone mentioned Amelia Homes in ca 3 Ual con¬ 
versation and I gathered she must be the lady. I 
shall get someone to consult the 'phone book to discover the 
address and acknowledge the letter which was certainly 
much ado about nothing. 

• . 

Our Shreveport visitor remains with us and 
threatens to honor us with a longer visitation 
a week or so hence. She envisions going to 
c 'orpus Christi to visit ina Mclnnis next week and then 
will come the return treat here. -Her 
brother with two of his three young daughters came 
down for 3 upper tonight. The ice berg that dominated 
the table between them was impressive, especially 
a s the pr a ise of the sister for the 
brother has been so lavish during the past 
year. 

I continue quite behind the times so far as radio news 
is concerned. L a st evenings' visitations 
a nd this morning's outside employment denied me 
access to the a ir waves and both this noon and 
tonight static put 'hinese firecrackers 
in the box but I couldn't have 

rounded up <j\y news regardless sine baseball games were 



i 









I rom the FRANCOIS HlGNON Papers# fffl 5889 in the Southern Historical Col lection. 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



11855 


Thursday, June 28th, 1962. 


pre-empting news time and e verybody knows that 
two or thre e hours ot- play-by-play 
baseball constitutes something much 
more important than keeping up with 
what goes on around the globe. 

I f I think of it, I shall attach <ji article a bout 
Sylv a n Friedman by Margaret Dixon. The article is 
just right for its present purpose,—to 
keep the Friedman name before the public prior to 
the jelling of gubernatorial announcements 
a year or two hence. It has been frequently said that 
Sylv a n will prob a bly run on a usell Long's 
ticket, should the li tier make up his mind 
to run for Governor. 4s to your own 
interest in the article, it would scarcely 
be worth your time to glance through it. I thought, 
however, you might enjoy seeing Sylvan and Lis of whom you 
have heard occasionally and whose names you may have 
run across in the local PaPsr. 

'rs. W a lker Called to ask my advice oh 
a point. CousinArthur W a tson,.tt 3eems, called her 
husband to invite him to go to flevoOrleans 
to attend a pow-wow being staged for better 
Government, only three or four people 
in the Parish h a ving recieved invitations and 
these, I believe, were CousinArthur, J. H. a nd 
Mr. Walker. 4s Mr .Walker is in 

BatonRouge, Cousin Arthur thought it would be nice 
if Mrs.W a lker went with him and his wife. Nobody seem 3 to 
know just what the better Government boys are up to. 

1 shy aw a y frommuch interest in the thing since all the 

n a mes I have heard a re either big wigs in business, 

the law or l a bor unions, which certainly sounds like c» 

odd combination. I recommended the lady 

accept the invitation, not so much to find out what is 

cooking a s topublicize the fact that she 

and the domin a ntle g a l and political power 

in the Parish will somehow,possibly without knowing it, 





Memorandum : 

Cloudy following last evening's 
h a lf inch of rain with another shower of 
about the same amount around five o'clock 
this afternoon and the cloudiness continues into 
the night. 'The shower dropped 

the thermometer from 90 to 72 so that in spite of 
the humidity, it isquite pleasant. 

1 was altogether entranced when the post 
arrived bringing me a joint message, as 
of the 24th, from little Miss Lee and companion. 

I am the happier tonight, thinking of them 
a3being in the midst of congenial 
happiness. c 

• " C 

I seem to be comparatively a lone 
this evening but the lid may fly off at any 
moment. J. H. left this morning for Alexandria where 
he caught a plane for flew Orleans. I did not 
see Celeste at the coffee hour as she had 
already gone on a frolic, I suppose, aid had 
not returned by 6 and whether she will return 
tonight or remain in town, I.know not.Sister took off 
for town this afternoon but I did not 
know she was going and I know not if she is 
returning tonight or not. She and her younger 
brother orrgther her youngest brother seem 
to be somewhat cross with e„ch other aid 
no words were exchanged (faring noon day dinner 
as between them 

Mrs. Walker called at 22:30 this morning 
to say she was proceeding to flew rleans with 
Cousin Arthur and his wife where *r.W a lker 
will join them and they will return 
Saturday. I suppose J. H. will attend the same 
Better Government meeting in the Crescent City 
but I assume he will get b a ck tomorrow or tomorrow 
night. That pretty much 

leaves me at the moment as Master of the Hound without 
anyone, .to .contest the office. 






From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


cVr I I 


11857 


♦Y.rfi 


1185S 


Friday, June 89th, 1968, 


I spent much time at Ghana today hut 
d,id get a few 'phone calls when in 
the Yucca area,—mostly from people 
who took the trouble to say they had read 
and liked "Cane^iver Loses anArtist" 
that appeared in today's issue of 
The Enterprise , About 
six o'clock tonight, Andy, nephew of 
the SI, bynog artist, passed this way to say 
his cousin, son of the late il , Bynog, had 
passed this ay t day and had told 
Andy I had written a piece about his papa 
which he thought very, nice, . I doubt 
if the hill billies read the column 
much but perhaps somebody called the son's 
attention to the fact that his papa's 
n a me appeared in thcB‘ane a iver Memo, Be that as 
it may, I am glad the son thought 
the article was nice. 


Early this morning, after gathering some okra 
beets and tomatoes, I passed through a couple 
of the corridors form by the vines which have 
now spread a tender green ceiling over the arbor 3 . 
It was the first time this season I had discovered 
gourds there and I found some qite 
pretty ones and a few of odd shapes which 
will delight Blythe, come autumn, 

I notice there are some thin ones c bout 
two feet long a nd I suppose these are 
from seed of last year's go-round when 
some four and five foot ones were 
harvested a nd hung along the lucc a gallery 
to lend a n arresting note to 
others .in the collection . 


Memorandum 

Hot and humid with a brisk shower at 4 this afternoon 
followed by dazzling sunshine overhead and much 
dampness underfoot, 

"the peace that pas3cth all understanding" 
enfgtlfs this bend of the river tonight, Shreveport 
having returned to Shreveport,, right after noon, 

-f 

- was happy to have a 'phone call from flatalie, 
reporting receipt of a card from little Hiss Lee 
that Relighted her. She thought it sweet 
that in the me ssage, reference was made to her own 
vacation plans and the early August departure • I 
believe she has a flock of problems, especially 
at school, that are taking up much of her time 
so that the'lays prior to her departure speed swiftly along 
Dr, ornwall, head of the Department of , 
which she is a member, was chatting with her at school 
yesterdy, 1 elieve, when he suddenly fainted away, 

The lady doctor was summoned, the college • physician, 
an ambulance and so on but on regaining consciousness, 

Dr,Cornwall refused medical attention a nd wouldn't 
enter the ambulance. He fainted a sceond time and John 
was summoned and when Dr,Cornwall regained consciousness 
again, he said he would, as a matter of cturtesy 
to the t resident of the college, accept the 
amublance scrivce and was 

accordingly taken to the /J atchitoches hospital. 

He, — Lr, Cornwall, says he has too much to do to 
undergo tests at the present time but another 
member of the medical staff reported that for ten years 
Dr. Cornwall ha3 been putting off surgery and so 
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Sunday, July 1st, 1962. 



everyone feels pretty gloomy about his prospects. In the 
mean time, he and Natalie have been working on a TV 
educational thing for early autumn release and 
how'this new twist in affairs in going to effect that 
isn t known for sure. 


Memorandum• 







James came this way abou 6:30, inviting md 
to run over to the camp to join Kay 
which J accepted. 1 was so happy when James 

responded affirmatively suggestion he might like 
some ripe tomatoes. f*e said he hadn't had any in 
months because it is impossible to buy locally 
grown tomatoes in the stores. It seems all 
such veget a bles on .the local market are picked when 
green in Florida or the *io Hrande Valley and 
distributed to stores all through tht3 area so that 
the quality of things like tomoatoes are 
but definitely not of the vine- ripened type. And so 
we rounded up quite t a bit of plunder and off we went to 
lap , up some Borden s ice cream on the gallery above the river 
and have a delightful hour of chit-chat. 

I am mighty pleased to report that 
Low Pqul rejoined the family group late this afternoon. 

I can t recall how many week3 he has been absent, following 
,his jaunt down the river from his home here with 
Louella. l he latter ^seerned 
pleased no end to welcome him back but, like 

all stupid males, he was quite haughty about the whole transaction. 

Juanita B. came to pay me a surprise visit this 
morning, bearing a fine cake she had baked 
on my account. If is always good to 
see her and she had much to tell me about 
life in Pecan Park where she and her husband 
and children seem to be doing just fine ~ . 
but where the husband's father seems momentarily 
miffed because he feels he and his wife don't get 
enough attention from his son and family. 

I had to do a bit ofjuggling to ward off 
an onslaught by the local daughter of the house 
who wanted to take a slap at her nephew's wife 
but the la tier got b a ck to her car without mis¬ 
adventure and so things spin. . 



Clear and warm throughout the weekend. 

■ L ‘he peace was so' 'pleasant, following the 
deprture of the week's visitor and 

the people- passing this way so plasant, I feel t 

brimming over with vim and vigor. 

Saturday afternoon was especially to 
my liking. Ruth Pierson, —Madam Beaufort's half 3 ister 
came down by appointment, bringing Dr. and 
Mrs. Richie of Amherst, Mass., HamptonCarver from 
town and some lady from Shreveport. hey are all delightful 
people and 1 was happy to h a ve^many an interesting 
detail 3 bout Amherst, the E mily, Dickinson house and 
so on. 

Ruth told me how theCane a iver 
Memo aboutCaroline Dormon had made.the rounds. She — * 
said she had sent her copy to Cousin Ida Chapman of 
Covington who in turn sent it on to somebody else from 
whom it went to another ind'c ’i; l,whe ;r:ase ' 

' ■*' er -- *n, vhococv , * Person may be. 

Ruth thought the single copy had done as much 
as could be expected of one column, especially as t 
those through whose hands it passed busined themselves 
in procuring cards mentioned in the column. 

Ruth siad she sent last Thursday's 
column to Cousin Ida, too, — *Cane 
River Loses an Artist", knowing that 
Cousin Ida is fond of James 

and iw uld be glad to see his name as patron of the 
Arts . 

There was a slightly hilarious note in 
the afternoon go-round when Ruth upset 
a platter, piled high with cherry and pear 
tomatoes, --dozens of them, that ran every 


u 
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which-way, under sofa, chairs, t a bles, etc,, in the living 
room, with the five guests all down on 

their hands and knees rounding up little tomatoes, and, 
by golly, I do believe they rescued them all, 

James came over this fternoon around 4 to transport me 
to the camp to sup with him and Kay• I took the 
opportunity on the way over to tell hdm the lady doctor' 
had remarked in a 'phone conve rsati on the- other day 
that she would be happy to chat with'him some time 
about his wife's condition, especially 
regarding the diet which, 1 gather, both husband 
and physician feel is unnecessary, 

Sunday evening supper included 
hana tomatoes stuffed with shrimp and mighty good they 
were, too, -•‘tomato,and shrimp, Durning the past couple of weeks 
Ghana tomatoes have rolled abundantly in at least 
six different directions and I have no doubt in several 
directions of which I know not, Ihus far they have been 
usually lugh and while the larger variety will 
probably exhaust itself before summer has run 
its course, the cherry and pear varieties will 
keep rolling along right up until frost time 
in November and I m especially glad for 

those people in town who cannot get vine ripened ones and who 
find the local brand to their taste • 

*r: — t . 

t 

1 find myself holding the thought that the 
vacationists are finding excellent fare in the holiday and 
no end of rest and relaxation and matters of genuine interest to both 
may be characterizing this summer interlude • 



I 


ic*3 
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A beautiful hot summer's day. 


Carmen called me this morning to report an item » 

from theShre port Timee, s tating that Edith Porter 
has returned to Louisiana, following a European tour and 
a visit in c onneaticut, Apparently Edith 
had a grand trip. Her letters while flySng a bout 
g a ve an impression of vast satisfaction with 
every place she went and sedate disappointment when 
chopping weather at Capri prevented a visit to the 
BlueGrotto, lie one around here has heard from her since 
she got b a ck to the United States early in 
June but we shall probably be hearting from 
her shortly. Her brother inBatonPouge who 

is suffering from cancer is in delicate condition but happily 
has made it courageously until now and I'm glad 
Edith may now see him. At on,e time she 

contemplated giving up her European tour because of her 

brother's health but, and very wisely it s eemed to me, 

she changed her mind and I understand her brother was very 

happy that she decided to make the journey, I suppose it 

must be i bout time for the Stirlings of Vest Feliciana to be homeward bo 

by now, Ifie daughter sent md a timetable of their trip 

but I never did write them while they were 

away, 

fToe Henry came to see me this afternoon and everything 
was lovely, He wanted to invite^me to a birthday party for 
J, 3, that Joe is giving at his Pecan Park home the first Saturday 
following the brithday which comes on a Thursday, * believe. 

He reported that he and Juanita A, journeyed to Briarwood 
yesterday and found Mi3S Dormon at home and, 
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Monday, July Bud, 10QB, 



i Iff ,;i .;■ 5 '■ : ,1 ■’ ? •;>}{ fi}} 

•’ ’ ie : 3 rpttndi rj up l i i * 
' ’• ■'.(? " ' h z J TS 3 CVe t1-o n. 



• . :a±oes 
" 2 . 7 . 


•* 





r ' i .*! r, ?j -r »• *■ ;iff - /. 1 '■ ;• • • < p v, » 

• •’ ■ 


*", p 

, >t V 1 a •» , .* 


■> 

’2 

he 

>/ o • t - r» 

- J ' 


V 

i. 

v - 

It P 1 n ~i 

U 1 

*> 

’Of? 

j 

or 

Il'1 

VC .0.7’ 



' 


G 

. rsa i 

')! 

. i _ 

c 

'• l h s r 





f■ 1 

■t she ■ 


•’ u 2 

’ 

’• * i 

■appy fs 

_ r , j 

■■■ i -o 

' im 

. • 

J* *' • , 

f 



h < 

u t i s 


1 ; V 

c », 

o r f 

; 

- 


n 

>/ 

o 







. ' i 1 ! _ 



7 

i,g r f 

•.Me , 

v f ' 1 



0 tl: 

1 , «- „ . s 






'si 

c 

T r J' 


ocl 

is UMl! ? 0 

£ o r» • 

• 









•J ’111 

o. 

) f ,«J 

VG 

; s 1 n v 

o i i t n **> r* p 

1 jjr» 7 \( 

7,7 








he 

lift bon 

* 

c c 

o 

‘' v 

' ,7 t/1 > •/ y, 

•J w ' ' * 

• ■' 



rl 7!< 

■1 

0 ^ 

? ’/ 

/, 

«y 

we r 

- > 

9 

-- 

to 

o 

Jn 

rui u 

the ms ’■ 

C *5 


r\ f - a f 

l ~ • J 


nn t i 


■■ce 

o 

w 

ha 

i rolls 

’•..mo’ 

a 1 * 

7 • I 
> 

in 

at lea 

sf 




a i re 

Hffe 

V 

e n i 

l 

i recti ons an 

■j r h 

- !.)« 

no do 

U b t i •' 

s 

'• .’0 

r 

■cl 

r 

•’ 0 i 6 r ii 

3 

w 0 

111 

' irh I know 

n ' . 

J. 

• 7 

far 

V 


/to 

• a 

T. 

een 

U 3 U 

illy 1 

U 

sh 

an 

' while the 

hi rye 

r yr.'. r 

*« C' 

w £ i 1 





pro 

t,My 

a 

; 1 r 

us 

i i ' 

'-«V h 2j' 

ore r. 

It rn 7 ^ 

* 

‘.ns 

run 





its 

e) * p O 

e 

3 

i_c 

cherry and 

■) {% p p 

' 1 f"' 7 1 

7* 5 

ties 

i '/ 2 





hoc 

• 

i 

ng 

al 

enj 

right up 

{i 

• 7 V 


r t t 

ims 





in 

>tr • 'j l h 

J9 

r 

• i 7 


c* 3 0'3 1 

ully 

. la 


Nr 

u 






Ui o 

a e pG o 

■ 

1 a 

in 

town L i o o 

nnci 

... 7: 

v> ** 

L> 

i nr 

ripens 

..7" 

we 


■mid t nh 

•' i H 

1 the 

1 

00 o 

1 

h r-r, 

id to the 

i r ta 

s be 

• 








/iiM myself holding the thought that the 
rc'Msi:?'? irn Jinking excellent fere in the '. lidey 
»e «?• ’ •/ re s '• r • ' re) v.rdti a m V'-ere of genuine interest to both 
■ey b r-'Gteri ~itr ' h 1 s 9'U«vie r interlude. 


Memo ran 'urn; 

A beautiful hot summer's day • 


Carmen called me this morning to report an item 
from the^hre port Times, stating that Edith Sorter 
has returned to Louisiana, following a European tour and 
a visit in^onnecticut, Apparently Edith 
had a grand trip. Her letters while flySng nhout 
g a ve an impression of vast satisfaction with 
every place she went and sedate disappointment when 
chopping weather at Capri prevented a visit to the 
Blue Grotto, Ho one around here has heard from her since 
she got back to the United States early in 
June but we shall, probably he heading from 
her shortly. Her brother inBaton^ouge who 

is suffering from cancer is in delicate condition but happily 
has made it courageously until now and I'm glad 
Edith may now see him. At one time she 

contemplated giving up her European tour because of her 

brother's health but, and very wisely it s eemed to me, 

she change 1 her mind and J understand her brother was very 

happy that she decided to make the journey, I suppose it 

must be bout time for the Stirlings of Jest Feliciana to be homeward bo 

by now. The daughter sent me a timetable of their trip 

but I never did write them while they were 

away. 


oe Henry came to see me this afternoon and everything 
was lovely . He wanted to invite me to a birthday party for 
J. H, that Joe is giving at his scan Park home the first Saturday 
following the brithdewhich comes on a hursday, 1 believe. 

He reported that he and Juanita A, journeyed to Briarwood 
yesterday and found Miss Mormon at home and, 
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July err, -'prC' 


according to Jos, expressed much satisfaction with the article 
I had done n.hout her a, month or two hack, 

1 passed by the s tore around 1 :30 and J, H, said Fug a bo u 
w a s too runk to cerate any machinery in the hayfield 
and he had accordingly sent him to give me a hand, J, H, 
thought Fug a bou might be • ble to hoe perhaps, 

J, d . has the v a guest if any concept of what a drunken 
hoehand can do to a vegetable garden, especially where many 
of t'.e rows of newly p Ian ting things are just 
coming out of the ground. I made a round at Ghana and did not 
discover Fug r ,bou in the garden, thank heavens, but rath.er 
beh ind Ghana at the ‘ ase of the big pecan tree that usually 
figures in photographs of that little old cabin, 

" e was fast asleep and - took pains to guide Joe's 
steps in another direction later when he asked if he might get 
some vegetables from the^hana garden, ?ugabour was still asleep 

when 1 went to supper but had awakened when 1 left 

the big house and he said Howdy and I said Howdy and that was that. 


While at the camp yesterday, ° imes showed me some 
recent Hunter crea ion's that are stunning. 

She has been doing some abstract things at liis suggestion 

that are really wonderful, F’oth he and 1 tried to figure 

out how it is she is Capable of doing such wonderful 

things along the abstract line at the moment and 

either will not or cannot toss off G fair primitive composition 

which have been trying unsuccessfully to have her turn out 

for me, °he has turned them out alright 

and they ren't worth the paint used in painting them. 

Somehow I succeeded in eluding all the broadcasts 
of news during the past 54 hours but I hope to get 
caught up on one cr another of them tonight. I 
did hear Morgan catty tonight but he never mentioned 
Algeria which I assume voted for independence yesterday and 
he said nothing a bout the Mexican visit of the hennedys 
about which I should have liked to hear something, It's 
odd how one can skip pages of contempo ry history 
without trying,,,,,.,. 


.c ” cv. " !:"> • 


Jc.i r an i warm. 


a 


rippm . 


, - u fficiest ■ 

„ suirt wiiain few minutes 
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i n y. i ring , "0 - : - i th a rc, J 

: ; ;’ : ' ■ ■ ' her dme to Yucca which stit ■’>: ■ 

;i "■ her c 'fli.;htfnl person, !.• is liing 

■ " \ - Sbo, 

sk details but I cm wi te r t’.e im -ression she is 
0 some riting about this locality, 

' r - > ering i K g 3 ■e*' r'-nces Jerome has any "ir. cr 
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’•out j ,-unj lady end a young gentleman color co -in. ■ 
'■‘y-h ere. to it? sole research, 

-"■ c 1 5 r '■■' cr darker than local mulct;.; folks, ms 1. bn 
die . oun j-:iVj - r-ink of it, ( do 
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Tuesday, July 3rd, 1968, 


according to Joe, expressed much satisfaction with the article 
I had. done a bout her a month or two b a ck. 

1 passed by the s tore around 2:30 and J, S, said Fug a beu 
was too drunk to operate any machinery in the hayfield 
and he had accordingly sent him to give me a hand, J, H, 
thought Fug a bou might be-, ble to hoe perhaps, 

J, J, has the v a guest if any conoept of what a drunken 
hoehand can do to a vegetable garden, especially where many 
of the rows of newly patenting thtngs are just 
coming out of the ground. I made a round at Ghana and did not 
disoover Fug a bou in the garden, thank he a vens, but rather < 
behind Ghana at the base of the big pecan tree that usually 
figures in photographs of that little old cabin, 
e was fast asleep and i took pains to guide Joe's 
steps in another direction later when he _txsked if he might get 
some vegetables from the^hana garden. ?ug a bour was still asleep 

when I went to supper but had awakened when 1 left 
the big house and he said Howdy and I said Howdy and that was that, 

While at. the camp yesteitflay, J ames showed me some 
recent Hunter creation's that are stunning. 

She has been doing some abstract things at his suggestion 

that are really wonderful, B'oth he and tried to figure 

out how it i3 she is capable of doing such wonderful 

things along the abstract line at the moment and 

either will not or cannot toss off .a fair primitive composition 

which I have been trying unsuccessfully to have her turn out 

for me, ^he has turned them out alright 

and they ren't worth the paint used in painting them. 

Somehow I succeeded in eluding all the broadcasts 
of news during .the past 84 hours but I hope to get 
caught up on one or another of them tonight. I 
did hear Morgan Beatty tonight hut he never mentioned 
Algeria which I assume voted for independence yesterday and 
he said nothing a bout the Mexican visit of the Kennedys 
about which I should have liked tt hear something. It's 
odd how•one can skip pages of contemposry history 
without trying .. 


Memorandum: 

Fair a nd warm, with heat sufficient tobring on 
a dripping shirt within a few minutes 
of labor under full sun but sufficient 
breeze out of the southwest to dry the 
same shirt in a few minutes if 

placed in sunshine on the fence where a breeze could pass through i 

Ezra sought me out ir\ the ^hana garden about 
10 this morning to say there was a young lady 
inquiring for me at the store, I 

asfeed him to hav^her come to Yucca which she did and 
I found her a delightful person. She is living 
inSaii Antonio al though her parental home is Wgco, I 
didn ta sk details but I am under the impression she i 3 
here to do some writing about this looality, 

I am wondering if Sister Frances Jerome has any finger 
in this pie. The young lady's name is 

Willi a ms and said she is staying with the Dubreuil family,— 

mulcto, who live across the river a house or two from 

Stjlugustin's Church, Vaguely it seems to 

me I remember Celeste having said something 

about a young lady and a young gentleman of color coming 

here from somewhere to do some research. Miss Williams 

who is rather darker than local mulatto folks, must be 

the young latu^and, come, to think of it, J do 

believe I remember some of the plantation folks ^ 

saying something about, a young gentleman of color 

staying at Ashley’s camp a mile up the river.Be that as it may, I a? 
looking forward to helping either or bo-th if I can durim the 
next month, J 

I sent a message to James by voreatha• this noon. 

I have waited too long for Fugabou to,, bring me some 
water hyacinthes from Bey ouDerbonne behind Lentrose 
and thought James would be just the person to give me a hand on 
just a safari, as, indeed, he turned out to me. 

He passed this w ay about 2:30 a nd in a jiffy 

we were at Montroe and beyond idiere we found the 

b c you choked with the lovliest blanket of pale gree foliage 
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Wednesday, July 4th, 1962 . 


Memorandum : 


festooned with pale lavender flowers that somehow always 
remind me of the usual hyacinth flowers, so I guess they 
are well named. I had taken a bucket and a rake 
with me but although we did use the rake, 

we really dtdn t need it, what with the plants coming right up 
to the little wooden bridge on wich we stopped to 
reach down and gather in our horticultural specimens . 

I n a singledip of,the rake into 

the mass of vegetation, we drew out five plants with 
just one lift a nd as three would have satisfied me, 
we immediately turned a round and came b c ck home, 

Jame3 returning to the camp right a way as K a y w as 

napping and he didn't want to le„ve her 

alone too long. He said she didn't 

sleep too much last night and so was getting 

a little extra today • My guess is that she probably 

has such a blank schedule thatsleep is somethingthat seldom 

follows the exhaustion most -people experience daily • 

James said, knowing how fond, —smile, —Kay and I 
are of firecrackers, he and found some for U3 to 
explode o,n the morrow and asked me to 
come over to join them on the terrace to observe 
the 4th in the afternoon. I shall have 
a fairly busy day on the morrow and suggested 
4 or 4:30 as a likely hour • 


I said I did 
before 1 could 
the 


J. H. called me from the store a fcout 7, saying 
he had just cut a fine watermelon and • 
asking me if I dtdn t wanta hunk, 
and Lol a hunge section turned up 
turn around, making me wonder for 
millonth time what he thinks 
my capactkity must be. I had not difficulty 

in t finding a famished secretary to lend me a hand • So turns the 
world on the even, of the grand and glorious 4th and may things be 
equally grand and glorious where the travelers may tonight find the 


and 


Fair and warm • 

It was the quietest 4th I can remember 
one I liked enormously • 


except 

in 


Ifte plantation didn't work, 

Andy who came to give me a hand 
the afternoon. Tuesday at 
supper, J . H, said Doreatha could come 
this morning to give me my breakfast t 
and that we would break bread across the fence 
so that Moreatha could have the balance o/<- the 
day off. I told him it was no holiday 
for the cook if she ha$ to bestir herself to give 
breakfast and that I could make out fine on my 
own hookso she could plan her day without 
getting it,bogged down with breakfast. 

Accordingly I dined or rather broke my fast 
figes and cream and liked the quiet of 
my own situation where I could commune 
with Sod and think about far away travelers 
relish the taste of the fresh figs and the 
lovliness of a dewy dawn . 


on 


and 


interruption. 


.... 


Caitmen just called, -she seldom calls 
at night. She wanted to report that Edith Porter's 
brother died in BatonRouge between 7 and 8 tonight • 
She, Carmen, had been called from BatonRouge by 
her brother, Payne Breaxeale, who lives aeross- the 
street from Vernon, and Payne- had been trying 
to get Edith inShreveport but couldn't t rack her down 
Finally Carmen reached . her at 9 l l 5. I am 
glad Edith made it b a ck fronEuropeso that her trip 
was not saddened• 


At the 3 ame time Carmen reported that 


* • 
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Tfiuraday, July 5th, 1968, 


Memorandum j 


plans had been made to remove Vernon Cloutier from Beaufort to 

a hospital for further. X-rays but it was 

discovered he was so weak and that he w ould 

h ve such a brief period of consciousness ahead of 

him that it was agreed all around it was better 

to let him rem a inat Beaufort, Aside from Parkinson's Disease, 

his backbone collapse and so on, a ancer has developed 

in one lung, an assortment of afflictions, any one 

of which would be too much. Everyone feels so keenly for 

Vernon, he is such a grand person and must have had 

such a three ring circus during the past 80 odd years of marriage 

I feel sorry for Beth, too, for Vernon's death is going 

to require no end of adjustmentsand such requirements are 

always to be regretted, I hope Vernon's condition 

will not effect Ora's plans for August, I suppose 

everyone concerned must be thankful that Vernon is 

being granted a little time to put things in order 

before his departmere. I am under the impression 

there is a tremendous debt. Whether there is sufficient 

insurance to ease the ultimate strain, I know not, 

• 

I worked quite vigorously all day and felt 
exhausted when, a little after 4,.L> 
decided it was time to fall into the tub and get 
on some fresh raiment to go to the camp, Ihe 
artist called when I was in the tub,asking if she could 
, send a man over to see the place, 1 sent Andy to the gate to 
meet the man, a very dark negro lawyer, of Milwaukee 
who, incredibly enough , is married to. one of the Chevalier 
girls on the river, —a fact that must depress 
the mulattoes no end • "hile James 
who had just arrived waited, 1 g c ve the Milwaukee 
lawyer aa quick go-roand wish a suggestion he return 
on the morrow. Then I journeyed ,to the camp 
where, although tired, ’ enjoyed the 
uiet under the cedars and supper with Kay and 
a me 3 and thus ended by 10 a 4th of July 
that I liked . 


Fair and 90-ish, 

it was so nice discovering a message from 
little Mi3S Lee in today's post It is so pleasant 
thinking of the travelers in the birthplace 
ofourfvorite 18th century composer, the cathedral 
and all. Purely such a stop is bound to be one 
of the high spots of the vacation, I am 
equally sure of the pleasure all around when the other 
two vacationers could establish contact with 
wife and mother and an old friend. I am 
wondering what the sensations may be like 

to see the child, already many years to his credit, approaching 

the parent one has counted on as such a good friend for 

so long and if one notices physical and mental 

characteristics in the child one might not have 

remarked upon 30 readily if one had not known 

the parent so well, etc., etc,...J J e must eventually 

touch on this subject at some subsequent sitting, 

I suppose lots of people around the country felt as I did 
today, in that Ifiursd a y seemed so much 
like Monday, following Wednesday the Fourth. 

I forgot to ask at supper how 

the plantation force stood up in the 

wake of yesterday's frolic and swingout, 

I did hear that Fug^bou was mighty 

high last night but that was 

scarcely in the bracket of news. It w. . 

- • Tuesday, T forget wftich, that he stopped his 
tractor in the hay field, crawled under it and 
went fast to sleep. Another day he slept all 
the afternoon behind GJiana, as I may-have reported, 
and whether he came to work at all today or merely took 
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Friday, July 6 th , 1962, 


a differnt line by remaining at home to > 
keep the bottle properly tilted, I know not, 

I didn't see my neighbor across the fence at 
the coffee hour . She was in bed most of yesterday 
with a summer cold but felt well enough 
to be up and in town this morning before 9 and 

this fternoon was persuaded to le a ue with some of her girl friends 
to spend this afternoon, tonight and tomorrow at 
Hot Veils, downAlexandria way, I never fail to marvel 
at the swiftness of a child's recuperative powers, 

I must write a letter tonight to somebody 
in Shreveport who wants to photograph interiors and 
exteriors of a flock of ante bellum 

houses, —black and white and in color, as illustrations 

for another gentlem a n who wants to write a text for the book, 

stressing plantation aspects , --I assumeold■houses of 

the plantations, not stressing as do all other books the dn te bellum 

side of the story but rather the post bellum to present 

segments of their careers, I think 

the public wants to dwell on the d» te bellum 

side of the story rather than the contemporary side of such subjects. 

It was explained in the letter that the man who proposes 

to write the book would have to come on Sundays as 

he works six days a week. All this soundd 

a little on theRamsey side , ~excellent 

to contemplate but not very likely 

to be undertaken, 

I see the guineas every day but less and 
leas frequently and take it they are 
busy be-getting families, >-t is 
pleasant to report that the b a by 
peacock continues to p resent a hail and 
hearty appearance and seems to have grown 
daily since birth on June 19th, I 
wish I knewif it is a female or a male, I should 
like a hen to balance upthe families neatly .. 


Memorandumt 

Clear and hot 

A few people appeared unannounced this morning but 
some friend of Pat's, a ‘^r. Hoover, living in 
Pecan Park, had brought them and, as on former 
occasions, he had given the tour before reaching Yucca 
and I was delighted to let them go on their 
way . 

Among thi3 year's wedding invitations 
comes one from a Shreveport matron whose daughter 
is to marry oneJoseph Patrick Kelly, I 
didn't remember hearing of either bride or groom but 
Celeste told me the other day that Pat Kelly 
is the boy who used to be at's friend b a ck in 
the 1940's, It is possible I saw the 

begmihitktuthi deual tbik»mtbr%adBenti»btchssitmwny,wedding 
invitations are issued 

I plucked some ripe tomatoes and took them to 
the cook shortly before supper so that she might 
prepare them for the t able . She said her grandchildren 
had had such a busy time of it around noon today. 

She said James had brought the little ones a watermelon and 
they had a wonderful time going to work on it t ~- 
the first they had had this season and perhaps the first they 
could remember ever having tasted, 

I don't knowwhether the children or James gets 
the larger share of pleasure out of looking for each other. 

He is forever hunting up c a ndy and things for them 

in town and they are always chattering like magpies whenever 

they see his car approaching as it turns in at 

this end of the bridge to head for the camp. He always finds 

time to come to a halt and chat at them 

a little and although they are a little on the 

taciturn sidewhen he stops, they are all talking 

at once as soon as the car begins moving again* • * •• 


Dr,Vest of the Theatrical Department at the college, called 
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this afternoon to say the actresss from Hew York who is going 

to have the lead in the production being put on next week 

at Hodges Gardens is with her and wishes to get down 

here sometime this weekend before going over to the 

week's engagement at theGardens, Being a little 

uncertain a b~ut my Saturday andSunday arrangements, I 

told her 1 would call her b a ck on the morrow Ehsy with 

one thing and another, not to mention the thermometer 

in the 90's, I m inclined to slow down a 

little on appointments these days, 

When I did go to supper, I found J, H,, Eugene and 
James entering by another door, James had gone 
to the store to purchase something and J, H. had 
insisted on him coming to supper and it was 
pleasant, c tthe end of supping, to stoll 
in the cool of the Ghana garden, At supper, 

J* H, reported having been to see the 

lady doctor J, H, said that 

both of them had read the Cane^ive r Memo, both 

of them had known Hapoleon Bynog and that neither 

of them had ever suspected he was an artist, I 

responded that the time to bring up the -matter 

was appropraite since the gentleman on my left, —James,— 

h a d the finest examples of the wood carver's Art and the owner 

could speak for their merit, to which J, H, laughingly 

exclaimed : , 

"Well, I'll be damned, n 

labor goes on in the fields these days and I should 
think everyone would be exhausted at the close of day but 
there has been a dance, well attended I am told, every 
night since last Friday with one going on tonight and 
others for Saturday and Sunday in the offing,What magical 
slippers the field hands must possess being thus able to 
kick up their heels nightly after such wilting days in the 
sun .. 


11872 
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Sunday, July 8th, 1968, 


Memorandum • 


Hot, 

' L ‘he Weather ureau speaks of the liklihood 
of hot dry weather just ahead. Verily in these parts, 
July and August seem to have been made for just that, 

It is this kind of weather that either comes at the 
same time or be-gets revivals going and I 
h a ve no don't we may expect them to begin at almost 
any time now. With a solid week of 
the kicking up of heels nightly at the 
local honkey-tonks, one may r eadily gather 
that fervor of one kind or another must 
be circulating with gusto, I haven't 
h Q d a very good report concerning activities 
Saturday night but the grapevine did mumble 
something a bout two cars from the 
Sheriff's office having conducted ivd.f, •. 

»• fV ' ' ^ 1 -• 3 '' jJ\l •- 

,' indicc iiv.„ ' 1.7. the recent hoe- 

swinging andendless frolic got nobody too much 
down, 

I was happy to hear Hatalie's voice on 
the phone yesterday, She spoke of her delight in 
having heard from little Miss Lee,, She continues 
her plans for the European jaunt with her 
husband, I am glad to learn, I had thought 
the uncertain state of her Beaufort brother-in-law 
might tend to be-cloud the agenda of everyone 
in that family, I gather her husband is taking 
everything in his stride but I gather the . 
other brother, <r. H, w,, is inclined to be 
made owrrisome by all the doings, bad enough 
so far as the patient is concerned but made worse by 
the carryings-on of Madam B eau fort, 
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/fa tali e mentioned that a record of African 
music of which she had spoken on her last visit here had 
come to hand and said she would be enchanted to 
run down any time on the^abbath if that 
date were open. Unfortunately the weekend hasn't 
been exactly open although it has been 

somewhat void. I had expected friends from the^ast coast 
either Saturday or today but they never did show up 
and 1 have felt constrained to stay glued within 
reach of the 'phone, expecting from minute to minute, 
day to day that a call would come through 
indicating their approach, That kind of appointment 
is something that could be a rranged better but 
I am stuck with this one and hope to avoid parallel 
ones in the future, —a definite day at least, and 
preferably some notion as to which part of 
a particular day. These folks whom 1 haven't seen 
since 2939 are motoring to California via 

the southern route and returning by way of the northern and 
so 1 have felt constrained to "stay put" but thus 
far to scant result. 

Jame3 came to see me this afternoon around 
4, with a view to whisking me awcy to 
sup with him and Kay at the camp but of 
course 1 had to decline, expecting a call or 
a visit from minute to minute • His steadiness of 
spirit is remarkable., I confided to him that 
the Walkers were thinking of inviting theRegisters 
to sup out one night this week and then proceed to Hodges 
G a rdens for the theatrical presentations being given 
there this week I thought he might like to know 
about the possibility of an invitation in advance and he voiced 
appreciation. He said he doubted if Kay could accept, 
however, as it appears she has been sleeping days of late 
a nd not sleeping at night which must make things 
difficult all a round. From the e venness of his manner, 
however, one would, never dreamthere were any 
problems at all........ 


Monday, July 9th, 1952. 

t ~~ i. 

t ' *■ 


Memorandum : 

Hotter. 

The hour is 9:30 at night and the thermometer 
stands at 85, reminding me of Manhattan nights 
whenthe heat of the day is so 3low about tapering off 
after sundown. 

It has been a busy day and althougha little tired, 

I find myself not at all sleepy. My thoughts during the 
past half hour have concentrated so much ojf the 
little chapel because I qW possessed of such a 
profound feeling of gratitutde to God, especially 

for little Miss Lee always and for the smoothness with which today 
rcn its course. 

Kin folks, expected Saturday, called from Vicksburg 
Sunday night, saying they would arrive in Hatchitoches by car 
a t noon today. They called at noon saying they were in 
7/infield and' arrived hern^at 3. My especial thanksgiving 
toGod on this particular occasion Was the quiet obtaining locally 
where we saw nobody, had a pleasant tour and then 
journeyed to town where we supped and, before doing so, got 
the five travelers installed in a comfort a ble motel against the 
night. After an early supper, we drove about the Taris^ the nicest 
stop being on Little liver at St. u ary 1 s-on-the-b a you, where 
the young folks were enchanted when an armadilo put in an 
appearance and quite unafraid, came up to them to see, probably, 
for the first time in its life, what white folks looked like, so 
few white folks ever discover St. M ary 1 s-on-the-B a you. 

Back to Tuccq at first dark, a stroll in the u hana garden and thence 
to St.Giggin s fountain for a peaceful hour bf conversation 
when, at its -conclusion, we said good night. Their journey begins 
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Tuesday, Uuly 10th, 1962, 


agin early in the morning, —generally westward, —Texas, 

Arizona, California, Utah and thence back to the east coast 
and I'm glad I'm not making the jaunt although it is 
said present day motels make traveling stops restful and 
withal pleasant, 

TTiis afternoon I learned the VernonCloutier was taken from 
Beaufort to the Natchitoches hospital in 

a coma. Although the spark of life might be kept burning 

for months, I suppose, at the same time it 

is said it might flicker out any moment. However things 

turn, let us hope it may notput a crimp in 

the plans his brother-in-law has for the European jaunt 

inAugust, 

At Beaufort, Beth has been keeping things at 
quite a pitch, it is said. Everybody in the nursing profession 
has avoided getting tangled up in an establishment 
where things are so peaceful at one moment and 
in such an uproar the next. Typical of 
the situation is the fact that on Sunday 
when the household was quite dependent upon the 

assistance of relatives and e spedally on v 

plantation colored folks to do the endless things 

required in such a set-up, Beth suddenly decided 

the people of color, many of them servents for years, were 

inefficient and f red them all. Fortunately Vernon 

has a couple or three bothers on ne i ghborhing plantations 

and they and their wives have been nobly lending a hand, A 3 

for Beth's own efficiency, and she undou tedly has 

much at times, during all Vernon's illness, no 

arrangements had been instituted for providing 

a bed pan and in Vernon's desparate condition, it was necessary 

for one of his brothers to assist the patient from 

his bed to the bathroom, I am consumed with pity for 

the entire family, most of all Beth, I gues s, for Vernon is 

beyond consciousness and Beth is bound to have some 

difficult days ahead. And on this sour note I fold up, 

hold the thought the while the things may be going wonderfully f or the ■ c -u; 
travelers, 


Memorandum: 


Continued hotter. 


The busiest soul on the plantation 
today was one of the peacocks, I never saw 
anything like the way he stuck to his job, I 
rigged up a lookingglass about 14 by 28 inches perhaps, 
placing it on the ground in front of the African House and 
invited the bird over for a d a b of biscuit. He took 
one peck at the biscuit and then caught sight of a pretty 
bird in front of him and from that second on for the 
balance of the daylight hours, he scarcely moved away. Once 
in a while another Mr, Peacock would come along to see what 
was up or Madam Peacock with child would 

Pass that way but none of the visitors, not-e ven the child peacock, 
was permitted to rem a in in front of the mirroir, 
the first-comer having staked his 

claim of discovery on the magical piece of business 

and his it was and his he intended it to remain. So 

far as 1 could observe, and I didn't spend too much time 

checking on the matter, ttye bird was simply fascinated by what 

he saw. Probably he didi} t know it was his own 

likeness and yet he didn t seem antgonistic as he migh(. well have 

felt had he supposed it to be another bird. He made~ 

no attack on this incredible intruder but he frequently 

placed his beak right against the glass. Why 

he discouraged the other peacocks from 

enjoying what he saw, I know not. He didn't s eem to resent 
their presence unless they got in the position of 
greatest reflection of his own fine self and when 
he pushed them aside, it wasn t the usual vigor displayed 
when an argument is in progress but more a firm insistence 
that they keep out of hisfavorite spot. At 
no time did I see him elevate his fine fan or 
make any gesture of parading in front of the glass, being 
q ite content to put his beak up against the glass and marvel 
at what he saw,. Perhaps cutting a fine figure in front 
of the thing will come at some later day but as of the first 
dawn to dusk adventure, this was simply fascination and no 
manifesttation ofsatisf a ction with himself but 
merely curiosity at what he saw and an 
uncontro a ble impulse to keep on looking 
b hroitghout the live long day • I shall probably 
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edneaday, July nth, 1968, 


have additional points to report from time to time as 

he and when and if his associates yet better acquainted with the 

whole intriguing mystery of the bird in the glass, 

• 

I am still c ntemplating the happy circumstances 
of the peace and quiet obtaining around and a bout this 
bend of the river yesterday % Miracles do happen 
every now and then and I shall never cease praising God that 
things turned so pleasantly as they did, Even 
the peacocks behaved and failed to tear the twiling qi iet 
into shreds, . 

Sister arrived, so far as I know, unannounced 
this noon. She plans, to remain until 
Saturday, she says, ['here wereCalifornia 
tr a vlers thi3 afternoon claiming kinship 
to the Henrys and gladly 1 turned them over to her. 

It was a sister of Cousin Josephine & xtuenwald and like Cousin Josephine 

perfect in deportment and largely possessed of ideas not 

much above oysters. Sister brought me a cake 

and said she had been talking with her former 

husband this morning and that he had sent greetings 

to me, <'hy she should have been in contact with 

him and why he should, if he did, have sent greetings 

to me, I wouldn't know . 


I am profoundly impressed by the peace thatl find 
allabout me, stemming, I believe, 

out of the gratitude I feel so keenly for yesterday's quiet, 

things can probably be wacky enough as between 

now and theS a bbath but somehow nothing 

will strike me quite as pun gently as it might, had 

I not found myself blessed with the 

balm of gratitude for yesterday's quiet. 


A nice cold salade awaits me 
after 1 have knocked off a couple of letters, — 
tomatoes, belle peppar cut fine, a leaf of sweet basil, a piece 
of onion, a couple of boiled eggs cut medium fine, a d a b 

d ^ 0 ? 5 oJ> 3 P e r cial vine 0 ar and the whole 
well stirred and chilled a nd 1 think 1 shall rest . 



the 


Memorandum• 

... v cQuely hotter, —around 100,. but 
wi-U^l quite beautiful and e very in* in 
a while a vagrant breese, 

excite my visitor and the resulting ll 9 * * 

tiM 

7 " " 

<*>* in His always lesp' 9 jWlZaZ"Z 

gaps caus'd by ths gifts »„ that I 9 

T'ftT' a jr ntnt * ^ 
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Just as I turned the page, Carmen called me to read 
me a speech in the Legislature, made by'a nephew of her brother-in- 
law, ^ack Durant, or however he spells his name, who lives 
with Camren as huband of Carmen’s 3ister. Carmen 
had tried to get me all day but without success and wanted me to 
hear the speech before she s ent it toCalifornia to kin folks 
out there . It was a bla3t at the present Administration which 
is certainly pushing the State into banbrupcy as fast as possible 
and a timely pronouncement but one that will probably 
cut little ice . Carmen also r eported that the 
Episcopal Church had a fire in the roof area this afternoon. 

She said the firemen did wonderful work. Mrs. W a lker 
h a d reported earlier that the firemen did 

a most inept piece of business at the fire, among other things, 
being pliable to get water flowing from the hose since they 
weren t 7 ble toturn the faucet to let the water come, out 

after-the hose had been connected with he hydrant, fifteen minutes having 
elapsed between the time the hose was connected and the faucet releaseing 
of the water and, of course, a quarter of an hour is quite 
a while when property is burning. 

In tomorrow’s column I shall touch on different 
kind3 of tomatoes currently flourishing in the^hana 
garden. Whether mention of tomatoes will be 
timely for most readers, I know not but I 
felt i might be so for me, if I ever read the 
thing, since I had spent most of t is afternoon 
gathering a bumper assortment of the various types of 
vegetable, flobody but you and 1 know it but uh a na 
is supplying five households right along ioith tomatoes 
and it appears everyone, including me, seems satisfied 
with this year's production. I wish you 

might s ee the eggplants that are so big a?id full and violet 
at the moment, -- a vegetable which never could possibly 
come up to taste by way of equaling its beauty 
as a feast for the eye....... 





The blessings of the postar^,the sources of infinite 
delight these days and especially is this the case 
in cards coming from thither and yon from happy vacationists 
reporting ideal weather in their travels and indications on 
all points of^the c mpas thatall has been going so 
pleasantly . lam so grateful to God 
that little Mis3 Lee is being a 62e io deposit 
so many happy memories in thecurrent vacation bank, — 
deposits that may be drawn upon forever in the 
years ahead with richer dividends paid annually 
as the present season may be viewed in retrospect in 
days to come. 

Another item. 

Just before the supper hour while * was 
standing on my head at Ghana, none other than 
James suddenly appeared. ^e invited me to sup 
with him at the camp which I accepted 
in the flicker of a» eye lid, happy to 
enjoy the quiet on the margin of 

the river and peace at the baord.Tic farg was delicious 
and the peace he a venly. I found the 
dessert a littlesuper-charged.and should 

have preferred any one of the three ingredients going in to make up 

thegenerous portion, a combination of ripe figs, 

lemon and coconut ice creams . James loves 

ripe figs a ;id I like them, too, and they are especial ly 

good wkth vanilla ice cream, 1 think. It has been 

so long since I h a ve had any lemon ice cream, —I got so used to 

lemon in sherbit, I had almost forgotten how it came out in ice cream. 

I had never had coconut ige cream before and believe, as with 

the. lemon, I should like it best if served by itself. 

By combining the flavors, suppose the 
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lemon and coconut, the resulting taste suggested peppermint 

and somehow peppermint has a warmhess a bout it that doesn t 

seem to jibe with the cold of ice cream• I 

think 1 prefer my recent enthusiasms in the 

ice cream section, —walnut or wild mountain berry of 

theBorden persu a sion, I must inquire if 

his super-market carries grapenut ice cream. for, as I recall, that 
was a mighty fine business in the old days a nd it seems 
to me there was a plain cherry that was alright, too, 

We had a shrimp cocktail, ge.erous in shrimp and 
couched in a wonderful sauce, —a Kraft 

mix of some sort-with the tomato sauce added and it certainly 
was fine. The individual platters in the resistence department 
contained a » ample supply of hearts of artichokes, some kind 
of pressed beef, hunks of grapefruit a nd pineapple, I guess, 
old fashioned store chees, potato chips and some kind of 
a relish with a body, Iced orange juice was the lirfiid served 
and before 1 got to the bumper of the fig-ice creams combina¬ 
tion, I h a d already dined amply, 

James dropped me off here a little after 7, asking me to 
give Kay a buss to say he would be seeing her anon, I 
couldn t reach her but talked with her 
later and learned she had been for a ride 
and on to the CountryClub with I, S, ”illard, I'm 
glad the girls had their little outing while the boys 
were gorging themselves at the camp, And so spells 
out this'day and now I must do some mail and then fold . 
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Friday, July 13th, 1968, 


Memo randum • 

me weather continues cloudless and hot. 

At 3 upper tonight, J, H, actually expressed the hope 

we might get a shower, mis is so unheard of on the 

part of a cotton planter that one can but 

assume it was more the pecan grower and cattle raiser 

speaking, I haven't begun watering the 

Ghana, garden as yet but shall feel inclined to start 

within a few day3 is a dab of moisture doesH t 

put in an appearance, 

There is general satisfaction expressed all 
around at the peace currently obtaining. Sister 
returned to Shreveport this noon and everyone can get 
on with life once more and it certainly is 
pleasant. 

At supper last night with James, I 
learned something suggesting that 
there may have been elements in the Segleau house¬ 
hold that might explain in part one or 
another of the reasons for Bob '3 decisionto retrun to 
HewYork, leaving Patty behind, me 
information has nothing to do with 
Bob but it does throw some liftht on 
Patty's s et-up that suggestsa ‘dab of confusion 
on the domestic side. It seems that several 
months ago, Kay ordered a dress for Patty's daughter 
from a specialty shop Kay • has long patronised in selecting 
dresses for little friends around the nation. 

The shop is said to be tops and everyone has always been 
enchanted with gifts coming from it, I suppose 
the dress may have been purchased in Mew Orleans inPecember 
and delivered by the -hop to the Segleau home, 

K a y never did hear from Patty abou it until 
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one 

ten 

the 

wa.8 

the 


night this week when Patty called Kay and talked 

Z/mni teehdoll . ara worth °f conversation, and 

the dri* 3 <, UbJ T C i t ' retUr D U lZ ouer and ouer again, 
the dress. It seems Patty’s mother didn’t think 

n -1 ^rrinJ U l te -i 1 * r granddaughter andtook it back 
mli+ »J 9ed it , Jor another » VUs exchange business 
onlli 1+ and over again until finally the 

she coll^ l ! P *’i-l lred 0/ V 18 tom f ooler V* t°ld Patty 

couiZ’l Ji e m V Xey Sor the S rock as they 
couldn t any longer hope to satisfy her or her 

mother. She shop notified K a y of 

their action and that was that until Patty called 

w a e?e\aT k Jl er f ° r Ue + ^t, explain Ihjsowy returns 

tVuTl L lLV l n ‘ , At th J SMS **«• ah ‘ aZfiKly 
■ww ‘frVst’Ji: ° rmigg * n haa 

tile snerhy a 'X/mU S UeZtp a n e wriu‘mL t "i aJ '° r " 3aid 
had completely forgotten the tile thing but in view of 
tl,e dress business, it sounded to me that lotVrJil.lL 
rouble might have contributed to some of Bob’s here- 

SSffKH *" P- 

&»'» 

a rumor and will see him not at a ll,a s ^previously S 

or winter l ndlcat l s communications between them V> 
or what, I know not and c are less. 


J * ?•called me from the store about 7. 


had plucked 


iJ ,lad oome in'from Ghana'where I 
about 75 on. 1 00 vine ripened 

tomatoes. J.H. said he had nobody to s end me 
amUrmoUn tut if I cared t „ S “ M> he “ 0 " tf ^ 

til* ln 0W l lt untl1 1 could make a round. It didn't 
take me long and I liked it. 

MissBormon has written I . s Wninr.* +- t, ■ ,, 

will 1 del ii lit ”*** Wednesday at Briarwood Shis ^ 
a.iiitn 1 + 9ht 'f ame8 since he favors all the girls 
getting together, I a m sure, and c a n think of lots of 
things he would rather do himself than go toJrtarwo{d 


up 


1 
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Sunday, July 15th, 1968. 


Memorandum : 


Continues hot and dray. 

Clara Genung, who is Urs .Walker ’ s mother, lives 
alone in a pretty little , house, most comfortably appoi 
Her ice box is a late model and includes an ice making 
gadget which works automatically, dumping ice cubes in 
a little basket every now and then. 


Ifiis morning she was fiddling with her Sunday 
househoid chores when somehow the first two fingers of her right 
hand were adjusting something in the ice making “ 3 

section when the gadget automatically clamped down 
on the fitjge rs and there she was and wouldn't let go. 

There was no one else in the house and 
as the building is tightly built, her cries would 
not carry far enough to reach anyone.. And 
so her fingers began freezing and she couldn’t unplug the 
current. She discovered there was away to switch 
tUe ic* forming fixture toproduce water, but the water was 
and the choice between freezing and boiling offered little 
a choice. And so there she stood for a bount an 
hour until her daughter chanced to drop in. 


boiling 
by way of 


She rushed her to V,e hospital where the lady doctor 
and Dr. K a ufmcn worked on her. It would appear she 
may lose her two fingers but in spite of the condition 
of the flesh, there is a chance amputation may not be necessary. 
us hope. a 


Le t 


The misadventure brings up many thoughts, the worst being, 
of course, the feeling of pity for the a gony the poor thing 
must have gone through during the hour shew a s being frozen, and unable 
to get away from the contraption holding her in its grasp. 

Another thought, too, has to do with the manufac urtng 
of such a machine that exposes the unsuspectingowner to such 
hazards. Burelythe elimination of such a hazard 


i 
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should be the first order 
such a box on the market, 


of busness for the compay putting 


4s for local doings, it was all wonderfully peaceful 
®rtd much to my liking. 1‘he clerk's wife brought some 

people from town by appointment onSaturdayifternoonajd her IS year old 
son came along in hopes of catching some banties,--a 
job on which he worked hard but without success. 

oames came at 6:30 and he, Kay and I sat on the terrance 
of the camp until a little after 8. 

■the moon was lovely and a pleasant breeze swept up 
from the river which madea nice companion piece to 
the canteloope, furbished with ice cream, on which 
concentrated between moonbeams . 


we 


This afternoon James returned and 
around 5:30 we supped at the camp and again 
sat beneath the cedars while the moon did all 
sorts of pretty things with lights and shadows 
I got back here . 


and it w a s 9:30 before 


I. S ,•< illard had remarked on the 'phone Sunday 
or rather Friday night that she thought K a y 
would be more contented if she had something 
to do and I think this is quite 
true. Kay) which surprises me . notat 
all, doesn t like Pecan Park, Why she should be 
living there in the first place strikes me as odd enough, 
Kay likes the camp which she finds as pretty as anything 
of the sort one might find in Louisiana but, — c nd the h ut 
is important, for a gain she doesn t have anything 
to do and l think it a marvel that James 
keeps such a remarkable balance. 

In the butterfly lily section, the buds are 
be ginning to take shape and before the month has 
run out, we shall see what we shall see..,,,. 


Monday, July 16 th, 1968, 


Me mo rand urni 

Continued hot and dry although some places 
north and south of us got as much as three inches of 
rain during the afternoon. It seemed a little 
cooler toward sundown but at 9:30 tonight 
the thermometer still stands at 80. 

According to custom, I arose at 
dawning and proceeded to the center of theGhana 
garden where I turned on the faucet to which I keep a 
hose attached, leading to the Unicorn House where 
Low Paul and Louella are currently dwelling 
in it3 wire enclosure. ■They always seem to relish 

splashing a bout in themter early-early. 

And hour and a half later I returned to 
the faucet to turp it off but before reaching 
it, I was surer ised to see a whole parterre of 
vegetables under water. On investigation, I found 
the faucet and hose were securely attached to 
each other but a second hose, always attached to the 
first to extend the water flow to the Unicorn was 
missing. Why anyone should have 
separated the two hoses where joined instead of 
taking the first one off the faucet, I cannot 
imagine. Sut so it was and so I began casting a bout 
the plantation to discover what had happened to the 
missing section. Of course I never found it but 
it didn t take long to figure out pretty exactly where 
it had gone, Joe and Juanita A. had 
come to Melrose Sunday afternoon about 4;30 when 
James and I were leaving for the camp, as 1 learned 
from Celeste who had seen them in town l a ter. I 
gather Joe, on seeing the extension hose at h a na. 


■ 
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Tuesday, July i?th, 1968 . 


had thought it a likely extension /or his own hose in 

town, dis mind works so much like Sister '3 

that such an appropriation would be perfectly 

natural. The hose is orange in color and readily notice n ble 

and an agent in Pecan Park will h a ue no difficulty identifying it 

if it is there. The store figured out where 

the missing item had gone and immediately ordered a new 

hose for trhana. In the mqan time, 

Low Paul and Louella a ren t dying o thirst, thanks to the a uailabilit 
of other portable conduits. 


Memorandum ; 


S'.™:;,:: saw: k'k"-. .. 

n9rth a ” d Cloutie rVtilc to the 


I was delighted to be able to talk with 
Mrs. Genung this morning. Madam Walker had spent the 
night with her and failed me on two counts, —to 
report that patient s night had been a good one and 
secondly, to invite me to a small riverbank gathering 
h a d her house on Friday night in honor of some college 
gentlem a n , hailing frcmGermany , 1 believe, 

John and Thelma, KaV and Jamc 8 and perhaps 15 or 80 other people 

will be present. Meat pies, beer a nd so on willbe on 

the menu , I accepted only tentatively, Everybody 

is so kind n bout offering to take me to and fro 

but I incline to b a lk on the thought 

of anybody carting me home again, following 

such an evening and 1 certainly don t intend 

staying in town. 

Madam Genung came on the wire and g a ve every impression 
of being in good form. She says it appears 

she is going to retain her fingers and also the finger nails 
She says she prefers being active bout the house, doing 
what little chores she c a n with one hand and thus helping 
ather ■‘■ime to push his hour hand around the faster, 

I still feel distressed whenever I think ol the 

poor thing being hung up for an hour in the ice making 

section of her refrigerator, alternately freezing and boiling* 


And so I break off, having in mind the while 
the vacationists and holding the thought all may be turnina 
delightfully. . * 




■»«. 'l L " ■ 

happy so many interesting placeshave been 


over and over again in the future. 


be 


at 94 and of a weekend at Old Bonita whet* 

accusUmed pltltrnV/ 
proceedure , I a m glad 

Helen i 3 having the trip to Seattle fn-r I 

° nlv pauss mhiU uZZZaiZll 


, , 1 talked with three ladies 

phone tonight, sitting here by 
window, lights out, gazing 

u. }’uZ:n g . arden ‘ " ew Uaa ' , “ 1 - °’ ld *» 


on the 
the picture 


when, according to her version a- n 
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such jaunts 
physical 
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followed by dinner at the country club, I told her 
I hadn't decided n boui attending, having in mind 
the necessity of someone driving me home afterward • 

She said she and James would love to and that she must get out more. 

Next I talked with Mrs, Walker who spoke of food on 
the river b a nk and quite an assortment of guests, none of which 
sounded like the country club, I mentioned my uncertainty 
a nd she said she and her family would deliver guests if so 
desired, 

I wanted to take up one or two matters with 
I, S . "illard although, since it was 9:25, I foresaw the 
possibility of getting bogged down, as, indeed , I did, for 
it was lit 05 be for I got disentangled. She 

h a d so much to say a bout today s Fort Board meeting, college 

library problems an Ee a ven knows what all. She 

said she was not going to Briarwood on the morrow as 

K a y had some appointment although 1 suppose 

it w a s pe rsuasion that counted when the Birarwood 

jauht was mentioned, belatedly, a t home. 

Everyone marvels at the 2,5, Willard luck on the highw a ys 
and fancy James was genuinely concerned about the prospects 
of Kay being intrusted to I, S, W,'s care, 

I am delighted toreport a steady increase in t he 
number of humming birds all during the current 
season. Like so many of their associates, they 
seemed to tck e to the wods in recent years when dusting 
of cotton got started. This year, instead of 
using dust, the air planes use a liquid which doesn't 
seem to drift about in the airand apparently 
isn t 30 devastatingoutside the i-nsect population, Thus 
the^jnerease in the number of bi-rds and especially 
the humming variety who are probably as impatient as I for 
the butterfly lily department to get going .. 
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Wednesday, July 18th, 1962, 


Memorandum• 

F-ir weather throughout last night 
and until noon today when clouds took over but 
no more rain fell although everyone is holding 
the thought we may get some more • Shreveport suburbs got 
an inch during the day but only sprinkles 
down this way. It rem a ins cloudy anc I if a couple inches 
more fall before fair weather returns, all will rejoice, 

I was delighted to h a ve no interruptions all day 
and accordingly had an opportunity to put to ri ghts 
some of the quirks effected by yesterday's wind gusts,— 
cutting off broken limbs, setting c a naS and butterfly lilies 
upright from their flattened positions 
nd generally tidying things up I welcomed 
the opportunity, too, in being blessed by the 
comparative coolness and shadow to transplant things 
such sweet basil where skips h a ve developed in some 
of the parterres, To anybody else in the 
Parish, it would seem a humdrum day butit g a ve 
me an opportunity to commune withplanst and 
my furred and- feathered friends and topro jeetthoughts in 
the direction of Vacationists afar. 

It seems to me the p a 2m trees are blooming later 
than usual, I noticed their unmistakable sweetness 
on the early morning breeze but did not 

get an opportunity to discover which ones are u in flower 
until this afternoon, 

Andy came along. G s I was scanning the palm trees a nd 
when I called hi a attention to the arena permeating 
the air, he sniffed twice and then opined 
that it put him in mind of that powder 
the ladies use, 

I could readilyappreciate his comparison and , in 
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aroma not uni ill that Tominati Jf Ta sxull °a on 

is-Hf" " *• -■» •/ 

™ a ” '*« PoaatUg can from me. 

™ ??abX?ln% V g i 'A/ZT 

c/ tomatoes. For a garden 2 % S V+" about two bushels 
d '3*0» delight the eye, this Zar'VTfV^ f ° r 
^ doing fairly well to satisfy tie stomal. *“** *° 


house of Medeci 
a reference 
which 


'specially in ccllccViZ gilZ i ! ° r **“<><■». 

/or tBe JJubob Pontiff ani'thcir l Z""!* tl ‘ r 'ughout Europe 
service during the firel year LtZTl^l Uis Particular 
the equiuilant in today 's^mneu If tif l ba "* ln 9 <»>use 

million dollars which Let hZ, Jad. tilt Se ‘’"' f d ° ,ia V 
Dcry profitable on * „ r TOaa * t/»at aooount a 

- „ 2 „ ti . 


ee 


Thursday t July 19th, 2962. 


Memorandum ; 


Continue humid and sweltery. Somebody must 
have received a d a b of r ain somewhere around 
for their was the roll of thunder l a te this 
afternoon and a breath of fresh air was astir shortly 
afterward but our skies remained solidly sunny. 


to say about the African House murlas. I~ 
somehow didn't think about it, —that no 
sooner th a n the paper struck the street than 
the telephone began ringing with people 
seen the column asking for appointments 
and view same. I responded negatively 
to each but opined to what 
advantage the paintings could be viewed 
time. 


might have expected but 


uh o had 
to come 


at Pilgrimage 


I had hoped to hear from Natalie one of 
these days but possibly I shall 
encounter her tomorrow night at the 
Walker party . I a m holding the 
thought she hesn't dreamed of relinquishing 
her European jaunt because of Vernon Cloutier's condition. 

Carmen called me this morning to report she had 

run into Beth at the Post Office this morning and that 

la Beaufort had g ven her an endless rigamarole about 

Vernon sstate of health. Everybody knows how delicate it is 

and how impossible it is for him to survive but when 

one listens to Beth, the 8tory gets 30 

wrapped up i,n contr dictions and impossibilities 

that one can make no sense out of anything the wife sets forth. 


• • • 
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I was reminded of the old expression about 
having bees in one's bonnet when I discovered 
this afternoon that the fact was I have them in my 
bushes. Iflis afternoon I noticed that they 
had established themselves in the nandina 

bush just at the corner where one turns when going to or from 

the bi<i>housc into the little path leading 

to the *ucca gate. They were swarmming 

there the other day but I thought they were merely 

taking a temporary rest before deciding on a permanent 

home. Today, however, I noticed they have already 

built a house about the size of a football 

and give every indication they are quite satisfied 

with the new site, One brushes against the 

bush every time one uses that path and something 

tells me I had better persuade them to locate themselves 

in some locality where there 

will be less chance of people bumping 

into them, 

James dropped in at 4:30 this afternoon 
and rem a ined for supper and, as always, 
his presence at the board added to the general 
gaiety. We were only four, including 
J* tl, and the clerk but as James and I tend 
to eat more leisurely than they and as T, H, was in 
a slow hurry to go to observe the air planes just 
starting to spray the cotton, James and I had the 
boa'id pretty much to ourselves, 

I, S.Willard had promised to put a color 3 hot 
of gourds in the post for me yesterday but it didn't arrive 
and I tried to reach her by phone several times be ween 
9 and 10 tonight but without 
success. Perhaps she and Kay were comparing 
notes or making travelogue plans for another try 
at Briarwood, So runeth the day and so I 
must fold up my beard and try flattening out a little .. 
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Friday, July SOth, 1968, 


Memorandum• 

Fair and hot, 

vames came between 4 and 5 and we drove to town, 
stopping at the Town House for a bite to eat, James 
had told Kay he thought it a good idea to eat something 
before going to the Walks r party, for although 
the Walkers had expected to t ake us onto 
the country club, following their doings, it 
seemed well to get a little fortified in advance, 
just in case, 

And so we picked up Kay whom we had assumed had- bad 
some of her special dietary food before our a rrival and 
I looked over some wonderful primitives ,— 
mostly flower studies, which C, Hunter had done for 
James and wondered at their excellence, 

And so_ we found ourselves at theWalkers on-time, as 
between 6:89 a nd 5:30, and 

were escorted to the back of the house and down 

the three terraces where, on the lower 

level, we found quite a group of people already 

assembled. Presentations were made 

all around and Kay, placing her crutches beside her 

, sat down on an armchair that seemed comfortable and engaged 

in conversation with some ladies while James and 

I moved over to a peach tree, guided by Thelma Kyser, to 

the place where a fine keg of beer was a point of 

popularity, 

There we were presented to Herr Reichaffc or some such 
name, whose home town is Hamburg, and we talked a bout 
European matters very pleasantly for a while, 

James had never been down to the dock and T wanted him to 


i * » 
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Sunday, July 88nd, 1968, 


Memorandum 

Continued hot with an occasional overcasting 
of the sky that tempers things somewhat, especially when 
a vagrant breeze tones things down a little . 

And today the miracle of the butterfly lily 
took place a t llil 0 this morning, ushering in a 
parade of fragrance for the balance of the summer, Naturally 
I thought of little Mi33 Lee, wishingshe might be 
along side to inhale the first marvelous perfume of 
the 1968 season, 

There seemed to me lots of activity around the 
plantation this weekend, a variety of doings although 
none of them of major import, 

Saturday nigh the tires of a cattle tr a iler were 
lifted by somebody, thought to be a non-resident , he vehicle 
was parked somewhere around the gepan hour or garage, out in the open 
d l d read ily within view of the public road, 

I fear J, H, didn't get much morning 
rest, what with a plantation scuffle that had to b e 
attended to, starting at 4 a»m, . 

Celeste told me a fcout it over the demi-tasses this noon, 

Carrie Morin, her house girl, was at the honkey-tonk 
on Saturday night. One of the Metoyer boys, a son of 
Edward, who is one of the plantation 0 lerseers, 
offered to drive Carrie home. But 
instead of doing that he drove her 
somewhere off into the wilds of the Montrose hills 
and raped her or so the story goes although as 
I saw her driving her brother's car this afternoon. 
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Monday, July SSrd, 1968, 


I assume the ordeal wasn't too unhinging, The 
Metoyer boy has been in a mental institution 
before and probably will retire again for 
a nother session. 

One interesting twist to the episode 
had to do c ith communication with J, H, ■‘■t seems 
Carrie must have runaway from her escort or been 
desserted for she 8aw a light in some remote 
farm house and walked to he place and got somebody 
to bring her to Melrose, Ti a t was 4 o'clock. The 
family a woke J, H, to see a bout having the Sheriff 
track down the culprit which J, H, 
did. Around 5:00 or 5:30, J . H,, having returned 
to his downy couch, was awakened by the telephone. 

The call w a s from the Sheriff's office in town 
reporting that the Sheriff and deputies were in front of 
the Melrose store a nd wished to speak with 
J, H, i4s you know, one can see the 

store from J, U,'s front gallery and why the Sheriff didn't 
walk over to the house and consult w ith J, H,, 

K know not. It seems the Sheriff's car spoke 
with the Matchitoches office by radio, directing 
the office to phone J, H, which sounds like 

contac% ndaboUt * com P- Lica ' ted Wa V to es tat>lish 

the Walks with offspring and grandma came this afternoon 
at 8 and took many pictures , mostly of murals, 

I believe, At 4 we drove over to the camp , 

where the grown-ups sat under the cedars while the Walker hoy 
fished. We had cold beer, awaiting the arrival > 
of I, S,Willard who was to bring the 
Vermouth for the A a rtinis, We finally had 

a gin drink without Vermouth for I, S,W, t naturally, didn't 
arrive until supper time., Ihe food was grand and 
the serve t from town, a Metoyer, dispensed delect a bles 
with neatness and dispatch. And by 10 I w a s back home 
and as the hour now advanceth, I shall fold ... 


Memorandum ; 

Continued hot and humid. The thermome ter 
stood at 6 3 at 8 o'clock this morning, 

I suppose it probably touched 1 00 this 
afternoon and is in the 80's tonight at 10, 


one 


c rop up 


, . ^ tle A lurr A °S the m*end seemed pretty well simmcrced down 
today, At coffee across the fence, the 

brew was served by the young lady participating 
m the early morning Sunday doings, I am under 
the .impression was a near-rape rather than a rape, 

And it is quite possible, too, that, even a s in other 
sections of the world , words meaning one thing in 
particular neighborhood may well mean something 
else in another. The notorious confusion spread 
across conference t a bles around by the Russians in 
-using different interpretations of words tends to 
occasionally in many another quarter and 
I suppose what one person may mean by rape may signify something 
quite different to somebody else, I must 

eventually consult both the American and theFrench dictionaries 
/or a definition of the word rape, although what eath or 
both may set forth may not necessarily apply 
to local understanding, I suppose the word 
rape as it appears inkuropean useage frequently 
means adduction a nd that 
abduotipn and rape doesn't in a ny way pre- 
supposesex as an element in the doings. The 
Rape of Proserpine seems to have been a subject that 
appealed mightily to sculptors and painters from the 
down through the 18th century at least, I 
suppose the Rape of Rurop a w a s and may still be a patntinq 
some popularity, —the. one depicting Ruropa 
as a comely miss on the b a ck of a bull, the 
latter said to be Zeus in one o his m a ny disguises. 


days of the Greeks 


of 
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cm. GjJc^<r~, 


a reputation for being a playful 
suppose the a bduction 


he 


Zeus has such 
old gentlem a n that I 

of little Miss uropa may have had sex impulse 
somewhere in the fringes but there is nothing in f 
painting to suggest same. The be a utiful marble 
statue in the Versailles gardens, centering the 
marble circle constructed by Mansard, —arches 
interspersed with fountains, —that statue, as 
1 recall, suggests that Pluto or some duner world character 
has lifted the lady into his arms and is heading 
out for home, —the subject matter providing splendid 
opportunities for the sculptor to show his skill 
in handling two such figures in a joint bit od foings but 
surely there is nothing in this rape either that 
suggests sex, as the word, so often used in English, tends 


Monday, July 23rd, 1968, 


to imply 
the local 


Well, 

river 


so much 
and the 


for tremors 
return of a 


up and down 
placid■ surface 


to t he stream. 


James dropped in around 4 this of'ter oon._ 

He is busy doing things to the camp and is apparantly 
happy• Kay had sent me some potato salade and 
tonight I called her and she revealed 
that ^ames was upset on his arrival home around 
6 tonight when she told him that she and I, S. 

Wiallard are driving to Briarwood on 
the morrow, vames insisted that the girls round up 
a colored youth to accompany they hat with I, S, Willard's 
car not being in too perfect condition and neither g a l capable of 
doing much by Way of tracking down assistance in th t 
somewhat remote region, should 
something g,et out of whack a2 ong the way. Why 
James w a sn t asked to go, 1 wouldn't know, Pei 
he wa3 . I~am quite sure, however, that he 
wouldn t be too amused to spe\id a day with the 
three Jadies at Briarwood, especially in this 
sizzling weather, 

1 have a couple of letters to write, a fter which I shalll 
take up the tomato and belle peppar salade a w a iting me in the ice box and 
that ought to just^bout round out the day..,...,,- 


Perhaps 


Welcome home 

All rocks along as usual, -p 

t * > 

Hatalie liked this column 
best of the summer efforts and so I 3end it 
along as a sort of greetings . ,., 


■ 
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Tuesday, July 24th, 1962, 


Monday, July 23rd, 1962, 


Welcome home,,,,,,,, 

All rocks along as usual, 

/fatal ie liked this column 
best of the summer efforts and so I send it 
along as a sort of greetings,,,. . 



> 


Memorandum : 

Hot, 

J, H,, J, H, Williams and Jarued Pratt 
drove down to BatonRouge to a ttend some sort of a 
meeting today, I can but marvel how all 

three can't possibly relax for a day but must wear themselves 
out when not operating on home soil by pulling 
up and down the big road. 

While In BatonRouge, J, H, called 
the S. G, Henrys, Hie General's wife was at home 

d reported an unsatisfactory vacation during the past couple 
of weeks inArkansas, —of d 1 places, I think 

bot the senior and junto families and Y adam General's brother and 

wife made up the party, I find it so odd people 

never learn that one way to have a successful vacation is to 

get away from the family for a little while*—a feeling 

that has made me rejoice so much this summer over the 

arrangements little ^iss Lee made to achieve and outing, 

Hie Shreveport radio this noon and tonight gave 
much of its 15 minute news cast to an accident 
in Shreveport in which one lfancy Cavet, —I know not 
how the name is spelled, — figured, /fancy Cavit is 
Madam Gener a l's niqce, an only child of Sam andBootsie 
Cavet, and Sam isn t well and Bootsie 
is always in and ou of the psychiatrist's 
couch and their daughter doesnt live with them but 
mantains and apartment somewhere inShreveport, 

According to theradio, /fancy, driving her own car, struck 
a girl, hurling the victim some 80 or 90 feet, and 
killing her • It seem3 the same /fancy struck 
somebody else a while back, severly injuring same and a few 
months before that, struck somebody else, tilling same, 

Two deaths and oneinjury and the Shreveport rad o stations and 
newspapers are asking how it is a person with such 
a record has a driver's license, 'die radio 

mentioned tonight that when the other killing and injury took 
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Wednesday, July qrth, 1962. 



place, some action was started about investigating the . 
wisdom of letting such a person drive. Ihe inquiry was 
directed to BatonRouge where it was shelved. flow it is 
said another inquiry has been started and during the 
interim, the young lady’s liceense is temporarily 
suspended. 

he girl has been here but I don’t 3 eem to remember anything 
about her but I am quite sure the kin folks must 
be having a very unpleasant time at the moment contemplating 
the girl s record t us far. 

Celeste had a card from Sister, asking her to get 
five copies of ■Lhe t nterprise carrying theCane xi iver Memo about 
the African House mvals which Sister will pick up 
shortly, a ccording to the card. One concludes another 
visitation is in the • offing. 

continue seeing the one white male guinea a nd his companion, 
the gray guinea, around and about. he second female guinea, also gray, 
is mighty busy these days, parked on a fulsome nest 0 / 
eggs, tucked beneath a nandin a bush along 

side a crepe myrtle along the border west of Dr. Miller's cabin sort of 

b a ck of the African House. Guineas 

so often lay 40 or 50 eggs,— many more thai\ 

they can possibly cover, that I have no idea how 

many times I may expect to become a grandfather on this 

go-round. I saw the boxer in that section of 

the garden this evening. He has a great weakness 

for guineas a»d peacocks and I hold the thought 

he did not discover the expectant mother 

I found another belle peppar producing bright red 
peppars anji I am setting aside one of these with 
a view to drying seeds for more rows of 
the same stuff for next year's go-round in that quarter. 

I think the green leaves of the peppar plant 
make a splendid background for the crimson belle peppars as 
big as one s fist. And so road runners run and sloths 
stay put and everybody to his own inclinations . 


'emorandumi 

Hot, — the hottest day this summer, 
according to tonight's 10 o'clock 
news cast out of Natchitoches. 

I sweltered through the morning, passing 
this way from the^hana garden several times between 
whenever a dry change of clothing becamea pleasant 
prospect. James called at 8 to ask if 

I would join him at the camp for a noonday snack, 
would. He picked me up a little after 

II and we sat for half an hour on the gallery 
over the water where a wonderful current 

of air from the so\ith tempered things wonderfullly 
and seemed just made to go with the excellent 
bottle of beer ames served before lunch. 

I believe he gets the beer from ewOr'leans 
but it might be some other place. Be that 
as it may, it seemed to be obtainable from the 
point of manufacture and it is manufactured, — 
unlike so many other brews, in one place 
only. It is called Miller's and I 
never heard of it before . It is as pleasantly 
smooth as any brand I ever drank. 

I was mildly surprised to learn that Kay and 
I. S.Willard did not journey to Briarwood 
today or yesterday or whenever it was they 
made their second elaborate set of plans 
to make the trip. 

ames couldn't go with them, —after all, 
so far as I knovi, he never was asked. Be that as i 
may he had two excellent reasons for not wanting 
to go, —he finds the deep summer heat 
at Briarwood mighty devastating, and, secondly, 
he wanted to do some preliminary work at the camp 
in anticipa tton of having carpenters to help him 
on this coming weekend. Whether he i3 
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wise in discouraging theBriarwood jaunt by the 
ladies is for an authority better equipped 
to decide th a n I. He views I, S. Dillard’s 
driving with a dubious eye. He feels a 
guardian angel watches out for her in the non¬ 
chalant fashion she operates a vehicle but dou ts 
if one would be jus ified in supposing a single 
guard an angel might be expected to possess a wing- 
spread of sufficient width to enclose 
n second person in the car. The Willard car 
has <95 thousand miles to its credit and 
ames feels that figure in itself coii 3 itutes 
a hazard, 'Yell, anyway, Kay was persuaded 
not to attempt the jaunt and that was that. Among 
other things to bring off the hejir a , I, S.Willard 
spoke of getting a gentleman of color to accompany them 
but that didn t p a n out as the gentleman turned out to 
be of the ripe old age of 23. An offer was made 
on I ,S,Y/,'s part to buy a new car for 

the trip but somehbw that didn't turn the trick either,. 

As to what I think about the whole business doesn't matter, 

I can see James' point of view perfectly andat the 

same time, had I been in his shoes, I should 

h_?.ve sent the ladies off with my blessings — and fears. 

Verily, K,ay needs to circulate more, —not on trans¬ 
continental jour.neys but around and about among her Mississippi 
valley and Cane iver valley friends,. It is 
so easy to solve other people's problems and I don't 
intend attempting same • 


After a delectable lunch, I was a ck home at 1 o'clock 
ant put m a busy afternoon although around 3, I did take 
half an hour to cool off, tanks to some 

Wild Mountain Berry ice cream, —Borden, _ 

which ames had brought me. It 

provided no end of stamina for the b alance of the 

afternoon and I am already looking forward 

to another sample when bedtime rolls 'round, 

it would be so nice enjoying a detailed travel report 

by little Miss Lee over such a bowl of Mr. Borden's finest. 


| 
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Thursday, July 86th, 1968, 


£ 

Memorandum: 

Hot end eventually temperate. 

Great was my surprise and delight this morning 
whena message by air came to hand indicating that by 
the time I received it, little Miss Lee 
would be within closer r nge through telepathy. 

In pursuance of a suggestion in the message, 

I communicated with Hatalie who, obviously 
fromthe conversation, was more o/l less surrounded, 

She ms delighted to have news and reported she 
proposed getting off an air mail letter forthwith. 

Her plans for the August vacation continue regardless 

of Vernon's uncertain status. He 

remains in the hospital, sometimes conscious and 

sometimes not. Other people conversant with thecase 

tell me this condition could obtain for 

a second or six months. It is my 

understanding that a ll legal matters, as handled 

by Hatalie '3 husb a iid, have been put in order 

and from a business point of view, his presence here 

at the time of Vernon's departure, isn t reqired, I 

c m glad plans for the trip are gain% strait ahead • 

One of thestriking facts to impress me 
in little Miss Lee's communication had to do 
with the weather, —so perfect in t he south, so 
imperfect in the north. If there had to be 
a period of imperfection, I am glad it did not 
transpire whenthe best part of the outing was 
in progress, 

Our heat wave of yesterday continued through this noon 
when black clouds rolled up in the Bermuda area, 
giving cut a little rain there but sending us donw this 
way only some pooling breezes which were 
vastly appreciated. 






'“VIA 
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Today's Enterprise will go forward as 
formerly be ginning with tomorrow's out-going 
mail, Contrary to original intentions, I found 
itworked out better to wr a p up e a oh issue as it 
appeanned and these will go forward every couple 
of days until all h q ve reached their 
destination, I thought I had them so a rranged that 
I would be a ble to mail them in proper sequence but my 
arr a ngments, unknown to a helper, got a ll mixed up 
Alien a shelf Was cleared and so they will 
go forward haphazardly and I trust the 
mix up will not make them to confusing on 
the receiving end, 

I learned today, quite by chance, 
that a contractor from town will begin pointing 
the winter dining room and the library of the 
big house either on the morrow or starting Monday 
Celeste has mentioned two or three times in recent 
months that she is going to have d 1 the books 
removed from the shelves before the work starts, 

The idea is a good one but I'm going to 

do no worrying in advance as to where 

the t ousands of volumes are going to be housed 

during the job, The operation is going to 

eventuate in a three ring circus, & y way it 

is approached, and I am going to do my best to 

keep as much out from under foot as possible, 

Juanita B, called today to s ay she 
has some relatives up Shreveport way who 
h a ve long threatened to expire if they 
couldn t visit Melrose for a little 
tour, Juanita asked if 1 could carrying 
out the matter on Sunday, I told her th t 
would be just fine and if we weren t through by 4 
in the afternoon, she could take over when I departed 
for the camp. I haven't even been invited to sup at 
the camp but I reckon I shall be, 

Juanita said Pat and the children were 
just fine, I haven't seen the 
junior member of the family but perhaps 
I shall by Sunday, 

The day to day .debs, set down during vacation, go 
forward under separate cover. Slothing of interest 
is to be found in same but they will fill in the gap 
since last three was a communion,,,,,,,,,,. 


Friday, July 87th, 1968, 

% 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy with the thermometer in the moderate 80's, 

Fort 'Forth got 15 inches of rain in 30 hours 

and probably would have been glad to share a few drops 

with us since we continue dry-dry. 

Today's post brought a card, mailed before the one 
that came to hand in yesterd 'y's mail. Today's was penned 
when the good companions were saying Goodbye and it 
was heartening to learn again that the outing had been so 
pleasant, 

Natalie called this afternoon, Their plans go forward 
concerning their departure fromAlexandria on Saturday 
morning, a week hence. They must leave home fairly early 
for they catch a plane between 6 and 7 in the 
morning and I believe the schedule Calls for arrival 
in Pope, vi a Lyme, on the same day. How 
planes and people do whiz. It is my understanding 
Bishop Greco makes this Alexandria to Rome run .uite 
often and sayy it is altogether satisfactory, Natalie 
said she wasn t sure how often the Bishop makes 
the trip but mentioned that it possibly was as many 
as 16 times in a twclth month which certainly suggests 
frequency, It is said heis, among other things, 
a n excellent business man and his hops, skips aji d jumps 
in and ou, of the Holy City suggests he may well be 
an important cog in the Vatican machine, 

J, H, continues his incredible pace and I wasn't 
surprised to le-rn over the coffee cups he isn't sleeping 
well. His agenda today, following days of being 
all over the place, called for his departure at 5 this morning 
to tr a vel by car to Lake Charles to attend 
a 10 o'clock R,$,A, meeting and another appointment 
bqck home tween 1 and 8, 1 saw 

him at supper and he reported the Lake Charles meeting 
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a pleasant one and said Sam Jones made a» excellent 
speech* ^e thinks the ex-Governor is through 
with politics so far as being a candidate for 
a- n V office is concerned, I assume, 

however, that ex-Governors usu a lly don't bow themselves out 
of politics any more th a n do ex-Presidents, 

Last evening at dusk-dark, I noticed that 
some of the smallest baities were having 
a hard time flying up into the old magnolia 
by the big pot where their mama be-takes herself nightly, 
.-ama hasnt much- sense or she would instruct her youngesters 
to roost tn the nandina bushes until they develope 
more wing strength although at least half of 
the youngesters can make the steeper grade into 
the old magnolia without any difficulty . J 
recalled the ladder built for the guineas a year or 
so ago and removed it from his plaice •near 
the Ini corn house and placed it over Yucca w a y and 
1 Uope youngsters found folding up their beards 
easier tonight. They had better begin 
pacticing higher flying soon, however, for 
with two guineas currently setting, I reckon 
the young guineas are going to n3ed the ladder for 
themselves one of these days before long, 

at didn't take me long this afternoon 
t? fill up a market b c sket with eggplants from the 
Ghana parterres, I plucked only 

a ^ Ut -+ a J°/Vi the V were Siirly ample in girth 

a/nd it didn t take long for the basket 

to be filled, I guess there isn't . 

a"y vegetable quite so imperial in appearance 

as the eggplant, I rested the 

basket on a bench while I went to attend to 

some other chores and when I returned, an 

ahgel s trumpet, six or eight inches in 

lVl 3 l C i, S " 0Wy a,,d pure in ^tteness as the eggplants 
are rich in their deep violet and the aforesaid 
trumpet had, when unfolding, rested atop 
one of the orb-shaped gobs of deep violet 
and the effect was entrancing,, 


Sunday, . uly 89th, 1968, 


I cm holding the thought tl/e hneathina srr~e brtmrmn 
an 1 Lon-lay may afford t\te vacfHfionisli an upper tun it 

jot 3 under way , 


Memorandum: 

Hot and dry, 

Saturday was election d ay in Louisiana and 
the candidates expected to win won. The magic of the 
n a me of Long swept Russel Long b c ck into the 
Senate and his cousin Gillies Long w a s 
chosen from this 8th District a s U, S, Representative, 

Russel's opponent was some gentleman, a 
Hew Orleans or Baton^ouge lawyer, born in Natchitoches, whose 
name is St,Amand, I always liked the 
name of Saint Amand because another Saint Amend 
was one of my favorite historians of the 17th and 
18th century, I found his books my constant comp a nions 
in childhood but, oddly enough, I 

never knew yone else by that name a nd never heard anyone 
memionthe name until SaintAm a nd announced he 
would run against Russell for the Senate, si am 
quite sure he realised nobody could beat Russel but 
possiblyoffered to run with a view to g etting his 
name before the public with a view to running for some 
other office sometime in the future, 

Mrs, Welker 'phoned Saturday to ask if I 
would receive two gentlemen of color with 
cameras on Sunday afternoon, —three gentleman, in fact, 
and dl employed by The^ntcrprisc, and said to b e 
gifted in the photographic field. Last Sunday when the WdLkers 
had been here to take pictures of theAfrican House murals, they did 
not have flash bulbs wiih them and so 
they wanted to have some re-takes made, prob a t ly for 
several reasons, not the least of which is to use one or ano-ther 
in connection with a booklet they J 

usually print for Pilgrimage time to be given to Pilgrims, 

I had my entire Sunday afternoon filled with 


now 




'* tho new ■ :■ 
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appointments but said I would pilot the .hree gentlemen 
about on Sunday morning at 9 if they cared to come, Well, 
it turned out that two of them did care to come and the 
third never did show up because of the rigors of 
Saturday night, Charles Conant and Joe Metoyer turned out 
to beperfectly fitted for the mission and I was impressed by 
the ease and smoothness they carried out their a ssignment, 
including Ghana, the African House and one or two shots at 
lucca, Charles Conn a nt, descendant of 
randpere Augustin's twin sister, Sua a nne, seemed 
especially suited for doing the job and appreciating what he 
saw. While we were having a coke before they departed 
he remarked that before, he arrived, he .thought the place 
was bound to be good, having heard so much abou it but that 
it had turned out to be ten times better than anything 
he had imagined, Joe Metoyer is light enough, I believe, 
to pass /or a white person while Charles is dark enough to pass for 
a negro, For a long time I have been wishing I 
could tr a ck down a negro photographer to visit the 
local honkey-tonks some SaturdaU night a nd get 
some interiorsof typical plantation 

people on a Saturday night frolic and perhaps Charles will turn out 
to be just that person, I shall look into that matter shortly, 


Hilling across 


Celeste 's nephew, ban 
completing his 
in years to come are 


the fence this noon . 


I wa3 enchanted to find 

Regard, present. He is a fine youth, presently 
law school studies and I feel instinctively a lot of people 
going to find him ail excellent attorney. 


Juanita B brought her father mother, thwo a u»ta fromShrcvcport a nd 
the husband of one of the aunts for a tour at S :30 and Pat 
appeared occasionally while the business 

was in progress, Tfie B a rberouse contingent were very pleasant and obviously 
are good substanti a l people. Hone of them, however, 
had anticipated as much as Charles Conant, I think, 
and while theyenjoyed,seeing lots of object, probably 
took away ve~y little by way of comprehending what 
it was all about. 


James came for me at \Laud he, Kay and I sat beneath the 
cedars until dark and then\upped and so b a ck here by 10, 

All day I haye been thinking*of Lyme and holding the thought 
the daywasn t too much getting things back in order, . 
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Monday, July 30 th, 1962, 


Memorandum• 

Continued hot with the thermometer still 
in the 90's after sundown this e veiling. The 
weather man can find no moisture impending in this area. 

The cotton is wilting and the pecan trees are b eginning to 

shed leaves for want of water and L suppose 

the boll weevil is having a mighty hard go at life this 

summer. 

It has qlw a ys seemed such a paradox to me, — 
boll weevil's inability to stand too much hot weather, for 
it would seem he was fashioned to thrive on cotton 
which requires a measure of warmth and yet neither the cotton 
nor the weevil can stand too much of a ood thing and 
the boll weevil folds up even sooner than the cotton if 
the heat remains too constant for too extended a 
period, 

I am always delighted when plantation 
folks get interested intrying their hands at 
growing flowers and vegetables and I a m having a lot 
of fun bumping unexpectedly into evidences 
of uoreatha's doings in the gourd garden. Frequently 
in the morning she must find time to wander 
under the trellises and experiment with gourds before 
it's time for her to get b^ck to her pots and 
pans. This year s crop consists of an unusual amount of 
long gourds, —three to five feet in length and quite a few 
buxom ones suggesting a slightly flattened basketball, 
r>oreatha knows where I keep some old sheets 
in the Ghana house, —ones I tear up to 

suspend tomato plants from their bamboo stalk supports. She has 

torn off some good size lengths of this sheeting and 

wrapped them in a serpentine fashion 

about the young long gourds, tying the ends of 

the strips securely and sufficiently tight is 

the winding so that .the gourds,as they expand in growth, 

suddenly present spiral grooves their entire length. Several 
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visitors, unacquainted with gourds on the vine, have been 
puzzled by these seeming bandages and when 
the gourds have attained their full 

growth and the winding b.n- a ges are removed, they will 

present quite an arresting appearance . The 

same g~es for the pumpkin-shpaed ones, too, and 

thus the gourds offer fun for the mateur 

as the new shapes are fashioned and delight for the 

groud experts when they have csi opportunity this autumn to 

view the finished product, 

I talked with Mrs, Walker today and recommended 
their best camera man of color be 
assigned to spend a Saturday night at the local 
honkey-tonk, snapping pictures while local citizens 
are in full swing, Fie appearance of 
a white photographer would cast a pall over such a 
ge&thering but if the Connant boy can enginer his camera 
properly, he ought to be a ble to get 8ome 
splendid shots and I, for one, wouldn't 
know where to look for candid Camera shots of 
a swing-oub in a rural honkey-tonk that 
wuld possess the virtue of supreme unconsciousness 
, on the part of those to revel the night way in this type 
of poor man s club I don't knoo if 
- T mentioned that Charles is the sou of -Florence Connant, 

’ v nu-se of Madam Regard during her last years} and she is the 
. same Florence whom Pa" Metoyer was courting 
at the same time he had the artist standing on her 
head. It would be just grand if 
the son of the rival could snap the artist 
in a swing^out, it seems to me • 

And now 1 must get busy and do some work, wondering at the 
same tigfe h ow today turned out for the returned 
vacationist....... 


1 
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Memorandums 

Cloudless and hot 

Wh * u tasting a bout for some mint 

X.. 

m the circus were forever being tricked out in 

whv DeonT<»Pf ^ lme • 1 3,t hall never know 
why people who ought to know better are 

tr 

.a*:- 

~ sscy; w 

it h n haue J'ViV menti °hed the error. But V 

,*antnTZ k "" lin ° d ’ m *• 

a ' 0J zue y n 9 er, James came along 
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and I made the most of the opportunity to point 
out the differences between these two types of 
plants, both of which chanced to be growing 
close together and I 


it in to town 
a nd perh a ps delighted all 


plucked thcG-inge r and sent 
by him so that K a y might be enlightened 
hi!0r1 " 77 at the same time . 


1 w a s vaguely puzzled to 

learn from mine hostess when she stated that Mildred 
Cunningham s son, Joh, uiio is studying to be a priest in 

SUch P lace » wanted to make a round a t Melrose 
did that, fter some comparing of notes with 

? n l„ i 9 y.U d A 8c l ” ere ? hi * S ree tiTae did not coincide with 
what Celeste knew to be my free time, as tomorrow 

morning Johnny has to be in Alexandria and so he 

l hS pe °P le > hadn't heard a bout them before, 

hil auid nlJ° a ih 9 + 9ine S r \? 9 tf , le ui3itaU °n, would come without 
his guidance, Wh a t made the'whole pitter-patter so odd 

was the identity of the people he wanted to introduce to 
Leirose, —the sisters from the Convent of St, 

Augustin s Church a t Melrose who ’would bring 
Sister Frances Jerome with them. As you know. Sister 
.'raiices Jerome most certainly knows her w a y around Melrose 
a.id how Johnny thought he had to sponsor a visitation . 

I cannot imagine, * 

* 

.. At different times today I talked with Cl a ra Qenunq and 
then with her daughter, Mrs, W a lker, Mrs, ° 

re nung was a hppy because she is persuaded she isn't 
OK'ing to have to h a ve her finger amputated while 
r ‘?„ da !? 9h f er 13 un,i aPPy because she knowus her mama 
bound to loose same, fjrs . Genung mentioned having 
seen hay or t a lked with her a day or two ago and Kau 
mentioned she is flying tojdie Bluff this ‘ “ 

corai ?»9 weekend I am sure Tames knows nothing o f this 
a nd it may or way not be in the cards. 


is 


1 , 




. J le i3 p,m,, the thermometer 

stands at 8 5 and the Tender LeafTs calling, 


Wednesday, August 1st, 196S, 


Memorandum j 


f he heat continues although at 5 tonight we did 
iave o dab of clouds and rumbling on high and a little 

ti'dV con ’ brih uted nothing by way of adequate moisture 

to do any good to vegetation hut the ensuing coolness 

dllinhf°£i 9 +h ie <* v V de w tonight that will provide more 
delight for the l a nts than did the drizzle, 

_ 7r7 /■ilA ee ^ d JU f t li r k l old time3 and mighty welcome 
£ air mtl Sr ° m L « n ' "»*«»» 

I was slap happy at 4:45 this a fternoon when a secretoru 
arrived and I. thought I could commune with little Miss 
L ‘ ee f - iad not figured on callers, however , and 
before the first letter could be opened, James 

d P i*t a i r! ; J S k)lev i not Just how lon 0 he ^ght s tay, I 
in V,' as ed t f ie secretary, what with the rumble of thunder 

in the °SS in g> and so impatiently I 0 w a it the morrow when 

unity to take up today's delightful 


- “ v v ' ■ - j t u ■ • 

I shall h a ve an opportun 
surprise, 


oa"es came not only on his own account but 
s bearing a loaf of whole wheat bread 

she had baked and a slab of cheese to go with same while 
James, on his own behalf, presented me with what 
appears to be a fine melon which 1 shall samvle at 
dawning. I h~ve already had a nibble of the' bread 

JV ua * ? ra ' ld and 1 Sha ^ haue a 3lice °S same 
f J,® d a b cheese and a glass of Tender Leaf before 
folding up my beard a n hour or so hence, I h c ve some 

tomatoes cooling in the ice box, too, and 

fllLl ‘a 12 S VJ 0h 0ne 0r two U °° with the mhole wheat 

a--d fromage, forgetting momentarily {fiat I had 

: ,T . be stickin 9 to my determination to reduce the 
ft g J. line • 

I heard one or two bits of Natchitoches doings and 
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I was impressed by .same. It seems AuntWillie had 

been fussing at Kay to come over to the Bluff on 

Au ust 5th to stay for a while but that plan 

got side-tracked when Dr.Oberdyke called for his 

patient to return to him for treatment on the 10th or 18th, 

I must say I ca» readily enough see how james is provoked 
that a ttempts are being made with such frequency to get 
Kay to be winging her way toward the Cooper River, 

I w a s interested in one point that came up during 
the visit to - 1 at c lie's house last night when James 
and Key, joined by I, S, Willard whom Kay had invited to go 
along, —obviously to James' surprise, the ladies 
carrying tr c vel gifts t'o /latalie, Vie ladies 
withdrew to c far end of the house to inspect the tr a vel 
wardrobe, le 0 ving James with the husband, in an expansive 
mood, and the three sons. In the course of the 
conversation, the eldest boy, currently going to Tulane, 
pointed out that his education was costing comparatively 
little, that is other than personal expenditures, 
since he is enjoying a six hundred dollar a seasonscholarship. 

One assumes this scholarship comes from the State but 
from whatever direction i3 stems, one c c unot but contrast 
the affluence of the student's family and the poverty of 
many a would-be student who simply cannot go to college 
because of the a bsence of funds in the family c a sli box, 

I had a call from th^Enterprise today that resultd 
in a conversation which, when 1 hung up, turned oit to 
be quite beyond my comprehension as to a point. 

Vie Elite rprise advised that there was a m a n from the Shreveport 
Times present and would speak with me. Vie gentleman explained 
he reads my'every column and mentioned his interest in primitives, 
What this {constitutes, I know not, for he didn t want to buy 
one and explained the Times seems fearful of color. It 
was all very odd, —the reason for the conversation £ I must say. 
And now on to some mail and on the morrow the letter from Lyme,,,, 


r’.U: 
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Vmrsday, August Snd, 1968, 


Memorandum: 

Hot and humid. 

It was wonderful to be able to c ommune today 
with little Miss Lee, I found it so noble 
of her to have found time for correspondence in f n ce of all 
the billions of things, bound to be demanding 
attention, in the thin slice of time between 
stepping foo once more on the family hearth stone and 
the opening gun, calling for resumption of 
commercial affairs, ^ 

It goes without saying I was sorry to le'arn 
of the loss of the little friends, I am holding 
the thought, however, that the solitary remaining 
little one may soon find a companion to provide him or 
her with the delights of friendship and at the 
same time add a glow of pleasure for their 
guardian angel, Like the Wendel sisters 
and their endless succession of Tobeys, so I have 
always tried to follow a grandpa in (p icky filling 
in the void left by the departing one. Vie 
loss of pets always leaves a wound but 
treating the .disaster by substiting another pet 
does go far in helping to fill in - 
the void, -it is true, too, 

of course, that no substitute is ever identical with 
the original and yet the suh3tuite, in turn, has 
a way of manifesting characteristics that soon 
endear themselves to us, providing 

elements of solace so subtle that we accept and love them 
almost without being conscious of so- doing, 

Vi is noon 1 had luck in that I 
was just going out the b c c% <#or, following dinner, 
as Sister wa3 coming in the front. She did 
not see me as I headed towatt! Yucca and, as she 
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was in a hurry to get on to atonRouge, 1 never did 
see her. She is currently mad at the&eneral. it 
is said, and plans to stay in a motel while visitinq 
her son and daughter-in-law for a day or two. She 
le t word for me at the store that she ms 
bringing me a white peacock on Wednesday. She 
said all she wanted was the eggs. From 
this wx one might conclude no end of things. — 
t':e most obvious being that since it is 
a peacock she is bringing, — 0 t iously one. it 
must be a peahen, since she asks for the eggs. 

By.' what she proposes to do with the eggs of next Sprina. 

I wouldn t know since the eggs will be 9 * 

1l L 9 l°/ : J n l eSS P ea,ien ,las « peacock companion for. 
according toreport, the white peahln doesn't mate with 
the colored ones. Shades of racil animosity ' 

Inline tim S e In* thUl'li** 11 ???* care Ue wliite bird b *f°re egg- 
+? y tlni « so that there will be no scramble over 
brie e gga • 

. Pat . called this afternoon to ask if J could 

his wi fl°nnd n Ue f Str l ct Att crney, George whatever, 
nis wife and a couple out of 'dew York. I 

didOn arriving, they announced they 

mnrl tl 9 *n °" ly minutes b they were here 

thev had to 0 ?**™ 68 WCre urin 9t»9 their hands because 

quests strori^'f** 1 " 9 V thsy mi9ht cone b cct t. George Anderson's 
the roit Ur P ri .f in 9ly enough, were especially impressed by 
the color of the stained glass inttie chapel and 

arUst a3 / f* V Uey Mi - ht bri "9 a UewYork 
7 ^ observe same for it seems they 

some so aUd tUe artist in J ew*ork is 

so..e so-called plastic glass and they would like 


doing 


;■ *• «s*i v 

»•! Stt ° Ut *"• b °°° «« 

The Talkers are cooking up r'mpemial s ‘ • 

and iViUdll r t SPa3 \ U l their 9cTden on t he margin of 
would nil L *1 P r artake • 1 declined and they said i 

+ 2ya " d J cmes towork on me Ihus 

iT? ralZurX” S* 4 *" 


the 
they 

for 


river 


Friday, August 2 rd, 196S. 


Ifemorandumt 

Humdi, and hot. 

■The grapevine has just reported that next Wednesday’s 
Shreveport visitor is going to pay a visit sooner than that, is coming 
on the morrow, I fact. A call from BatcnRouge reports 
3ome kind of an auto mix up in that city this evening and 
that an arrest and a 400 dollar fine was imposed and that Sister 
will be coming up here sometime tomorrow, the re bye taking her 
off tfie hands of the 3 . G.’s and of her son and daughter-in-law's hands and 
how long she will be parking here, 1 wouldn't know. That's 
all the particulars the grapevine brought forth and I jot it down 
even though one would like to know a lot 
more including the length of the local visit. 

TRe painters who are currently working otf the 
house across the fence will, before leaving this bend 
of the river, do over the library and dining room of the bitf house 
a nd the living room and boudoir at Yucca I reckon it will oe a 
week or more before they arrive at this house and I shall welcome 
the opportunity it will afford so that 1 may take down 
the murals in the boudoir. Y shall 

prob^ly leave the panel at the head of my bed but shall 

take down the others as there are now, which was not ture when the *ucca ones 

were instilled, plenty of primitive murals to b e seen inthcAfrican 

House and at hana. I am thinking of the last time 

little Hiss Lee had her place done over and T know she will 

be able to understand how happy Y shall be when the local job is 

finished and life can begin at some point along about the moment 

when the re-decoration began, —for the e-decoration period 

neve r fails to constitute seme sort of a gap in 

time, a hurly-burly wlkile doing and one segment of 

the calendar one nevc&Jseems to re-capture. 


X 


1 



] 
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Sunday, August 5th, 1962, 



As the hou 
myself grateful 
that Vernon is 
jet away early 
prior to their 
opportunity to 
out but perhaps 
am still 30 old 
to seem incredi 
Natchitoches th 


find 


rglass for this day plays oui, 
to the sake of . ra and R, B. 
still alive and that wi 1 beable to 
tomorrow morning without any thought of a funeral 
departure, don t reckon you will have an 
see them as they pas 3 through Lyme on theirway 
you will on their way in a month hence, I 
fashioned about travel time that it continues 
ole to me to think of them as being in 
is morning and Rome tonight. 


x he new family of baby guineas were s till 


prospering tonight along a bout sunset when 
I gave them a post supper snack just 
before their bedtime, 1 know not if they 
m a de use of the little ladder 1 provided for them to 
mount the trees where, if not tonight, they 
will undou tedly begin sleeping almost a ny time now, 

..s their mama is grayI find it moredifficult to keev 
track of her when the shadows begin settling down but 
their papa being white is more readily distinguished among 

evening shades and I noted he was might busy at the b^se of 
1 ‘ e evei ?? reen > , ' ard b V the u nicorn House, when bed ti.me was 
approaching. It goes without s aying x shall be up and 
abroad early on the morrow to see how the family fared during 
t.ie night. Like the b 2 nties, so the guineas 
are early risers and I have no dou t they will 

a3 300U a3 a 3treah °S li 9 flt in the E *st heralds a 

new aay, 

„„ +k lear " -'eadames Register and Talker have ganged up 

on the men folks and h a ve planned the Sunday evening 
supp^eron the Walker g r den regardless. ‘1‘hey 
:o» t know it, but 1 shall be enchanted to 

n i ™ 0 T 3 - ael /J ha tS a r a f ieldon s vnday evening, what with the presence 
a guest a t the big house on that date, presence 


of 


J- gather from what t my Thursday 
Aunt illie was pulling a t her niece 
■theHuff, as t of August 5th but what 
Hr. 0berdyke s treatments and other 
Kay s attention in Louisiana, 


noon h 
to come 
with 
matters 


& reporded 
to visit a t 


hat 


-ay o u tvenuien m Louisiana, the latter isn't 

tlriuff n r y the oornn-t w„t 

»>-•+—• S, illard thinks frequent Jaunts to 1U 


requiring 


month at the 
Bluff 


Memorandum: ' * " 4 

« i 

Continued hot, over t a hundred a nd not cooling off too 
much at night but I don t seem to mind a nd the 
laundry must be .making money on the increased number 
of wearing togs coming its way. 

On Saturday afternoon around 2, J, H, a nd thcGeneral appeared 
on my gallery, f\jy discover what they have 
long ago known, —they have a problem and they 
wanted to talk about it, 

I thought the General looked old and tired. It seems 
Sister had been arrested taken to Jail in BatonBouge and 
her license taken away. Her son, Lloyd, had pu her out 
of his house and when he was advised she w as in jail, he said 
that was a good place for her and that she had better 
spend the night there. The general, I gather, 

had bailed her out and had driven her up here as the firsts tage 
on her way home, TheGeneral took the bus b a ck to BatonRouge 
Satu day afternoon, I assume J, H, will drive 
Sister to Shreveport in her car on the morrow. 

Everybody's weekend, of course, was put into 
atail spin but we have had those before and 
shall probably have them again. 

That I resented most was the confusion 
that frightened off secretaries so I didn't get a n 
opportunity to go into tiny of my m z il but I reckon 
1 shall be having better luck on the morrow, 

Kay and James remained in town Saturday night instead 
of spending the we+Jtend, as is their custom, at the 

camp. In town their house is air conditioned. The camp isn’t, B u t they 
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came down this afternoon a bout 4 and picked me up and together we 
dropped by their house for a ew minutes and thence 
on to the Walkers at 6, *t was 

a group to my liking because of the presence of the family 

only, —the Walkers, their son, Mrs, Genung, Kay, James 

and I,, The shade from willow trees tempered 

the sinking sun as we sat on the terrace closest to the river 

where we had champagne and chit-chat while a couple 

of servents were arranging supper on the little dock out over 

the water where we be-took ourselves just after sundown, 

We dined on some exoellenthot food a nd we> topped things 
off with watermelon which we ate by the light of the 
new moon and it was all very pleasant, 

• 

Kay and Ursula had cooked up an a rrangement 
whcrebye the Registers viould pick me up 
to go to town and the l( fLkers bring me home which 
is just the way the thing worked out 0 »d I was 

sufficiently unsocial when we got to the bend of the river as not to 
invite them in for the hour was. 10 and. I 

assumed that they ought to be as anxious to get back home 
and into come thing like pajamas as was I to 
discover myself alone at Yucca sans pyjamas, 

At dinner a cross the fence this noon, we were five,'-- 
Celeste, J, H,, Juanita A, Sister and Lest a n, $omehow • 
in all the hubbub, J, J, hod taken time out 
to drop in on Vernon Cloutier at the hospital and found 
hims conscious and in good spirits and capable of 
talking animatedly, I am 

so thankful that &ra and R, B, were a ble to get 

away before Verncnsank any further, I had 

been all in favor of them s ticking to their schedule 

regardless but it is pleasanter to know that everything 

was about as usual when the time came for them to ake off, 

Don't you know they have been having a busy day thi j ' J b in 
Rt .e, . un -r - '■ , * * ' G' # 

- f 1 pi- 'i&t probably 

not much hotter than'the weather at home although probably } * 

Maples will not afford the-same air conditioning they are O 

accustomed to inWilliams ..venue. 


Monday, August 6th, 1962, 


Memorandum : 

1 'he local thermometer stood at 108 today and 
we are promised more of the same stuff for 
Tuesday and Wednesday without any hint of cold fronts 
and resulting showers anywhere around, A 1 5 mile 
breeze helps humans to seem cooler but it certainly 
dries out the good earth already too dry, I hold 
the thought we may not have to wait until 
November 18th for a downpour, as we 
did in 1948, 

Hubbub and visitations pu a crimp in 
secretarial assistance both morning and night but 
the morrow is bound to be quieter and secretarial 
help available, Today's post was fairly heavy 
with a letter right on top from Lyme which I 
cfi impatient to get .into. There appear to be several 
chit-chat notes, probably of pleasure a ble moment 

with no axes to grid, I notice one from Paris, —the boy friend, - 
and one from Marshall, of all places, J wonder what could 
be sufficiently desired to impell letter writing from 
such directions, 'Veil, we shall find out on the morrow. 

Sister returned toShreveport today, she herself 
being at the wheel. She hasn t mentioned 
theBatonRouge fandango to anyone except 

J, H,, and he, of course, tells every bdody, As I understand 
it, the case comes up in Baton Rouge on Monday, the 13th, 

By then the daughter will be back from Mexico City where 

she has been attending summer school and perhaps she 

can do a bi f t of chauffeuring for her mama, should ( 

the latter s license still be withheld from the mam a s possession. 

Mama usually can't make daughter do anything and 
accordingly there will probably be some scuffling between 

the two until dau liter returns to school a month hence, ?t's wonderful he 
many people can be unpleasantlye - nfv.sed by one unimportant, no¬ 
account bag • .. .. 


And so I fold for tonight, holding the thought things 
are rocking a long sedately in Lyme,,,,,, 
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The business of the exploding populatin 
remains with us, This morning on the front gallery 
I hea d the unmi stake able sounds of e.ggs being rolled 
along the top of the big old hand made armoir, 

I^investigated and discovered one of the 

black banties pushing 8 eggs to and from, I know not if 

she was mating the racket to call my a ttention to her needs 

for a fine nest or if she was merely acting along 

usual lines to gqt her collection properly adjusted, 

I a ssume she isn i through laying as yet but 

obviously what she wanted was a nest, I accordingly fashioned 

a fine one for her out of ,a cardboard box and some 

shredded paper, &he inclined toward protesting 

at my first gesture but was happy enough to take over as 

3con as the nest was installed atop the a rmoir and 

the eggs placed in the nest. Before September 

arrives, she will prob a bly be calling on me to 

assist her in getting her new brood from the armoir down to the 

brick pavement of the gallery and a new generation, --the 

third this summer from this particular bantie, will be under way again. 


Little by little L am beginning to push things 
abac in anticipation of the painters who will probably 
not re a ch Yucca for another couple of weeks, ■‘■here is 
much that will have to be left 'til the last 
i minute but there p.re other things that 
can be piled up in rooms other than the 

living room and boudoir and this is being undertaken slowly, 
guess Me biggest job will be to get 
the murals detatched from t e walls they 
cover in the boudoir, I am not going to 
put them back and accordingly shall have to do 
some casting about to find suitable storage space for 

l 11 °,* he * e are 4 fee* wide a nd 3ome of them 8 feet in length 
it does take a bit da of doings to find a resting 
place, suitable for them a nd likely to satisfy 
vie • 


* 






Tuesday, August .7th, 196S. 


Memorandum: 

■ Cloudless, thermometer's high around 107 a nd tonight's 
low around 80 some thing, The whole country is 
said to be under a heat w a ve and I know just what 
is meant, 

I was enchanted to be able to run through the 
mail leisurely this morning and so commune with little 
Miss Lee, I am so delighted to h a ve such a splendid 
account ofair travel which has changed so mightily since last 
1 was in touch w th a planeZO years ago. 

I can well imaginehow the vacation interim, now that it is over, 
seems so much like a slice from ai all too short dream. How 
wonderful it is that this one can be remembered so distinctly and 
with so much pleasure. » 

As for your inability to contact Ora, I can rea ily 
understand the whole business, It goes without saying I 
shall be interested to learn how things turned at 

the family gathering a nd how you found Tille a h, Himalaya end all. I 
suppose mellowness may have come with the passing of the years Well 
can I imagine how e c ger some of thoie present must have been 
for news which only you could, bring them. 1 think 
yours was a good deed done and it is pleasant to think 
of the reunion you and Ora will have three weeks hence. 


It see ns to me 1 can hear Tender Leaf tea calling from the 
direction of the ice box where acri 3 p salade is 
awaiting my attention, too. With a big fan whizsing 
and general peace obtaining, a page ready to 
spin on the reading machine and all seems perfect for the 
c/cse of a busy day .. 


The letter from the Rocketwas inspired by a wish on 
her part for me to send a couple of Hunter canvases 
to Carl farmer at Irving-cn-Hudson, —Octagon House. 

I shall pass along the letter shortly but want to skim through it 
again for the names of a couple of films she mentioned. I 
find the letter interesting in that i seems to convey the 
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impression she has no intention of accepting the fact that she 

has thrown a roay friendships like one might tos 3 

an old garment into the r a g b a g, laboring un er the illusion 

that whenever occasion suggests it would e advantageous, 

she can pull out the garment a ?!d put it on again for a moment if 

so esired. Poor Pocket, endowed with so much charm she c annot 

imagine it will notalwcys exert the same magic on 

those who have once been classified as ragbag material, 


"d:e letter from the boy friend was something else again, 
bravely attempted it but couldn't get • .ere. 


Two g caret 


between 6 and 7 this evening, when I thought my 1-ay was 
finished, my phone rang. It was the artist to say 
that -r. Pipes and wife were at her house and aske 
if it would be alright for them to come over. It 
hurriedly put on some fresh garments and. dashed 
side gate to meet them, with a view to deflecting 
them from the small lake I had created along the usual path 
wher^ lilies and things had been given a drink at eventide, hey 
didn t come and they didn't come and so I dashed bnck 
to ask the artist if she had told them 1 would receive them 
and she said she did and I dashed bnck and they, of course, had arrived 
in the mean time. 


d her to c d 1 me to see 

would, 

out .to t he 


They both tried their hands at the boy friend's letter and 
I believe they got m 03 t 0 f it and it appears to b e merely 
a friendlycommunication having tc do with a trip to Switzerland, 
the possibility of an appointment to Israel and so on, I shall have 
another go at it before passing it along. 


K a V an <* ames were here. Celeste called to say la Dormon 
jusi phoned, to say she and her Alabama sister-in-law fi planned 
to come to elrose tomorrow morning. Celeste told hem I 
would be happy to ecteve them. Celeste being scheduled to be 
beautified in the morning before departing for a 
two or hree day frolic down UcwRoads way. So 
many girl friends all about that one doesn't s eem to mind 
so much that Inez Chaplin and all are currently en route 
f ° y 9 as. And so I shall be faster of the Pound while the Hew 

frolic is in progress and so the world turns. And now I must 
get busy with some mail as the hour advanceth,,,,,, 


had 


Poad3 



Wednesday, August 8tli, 1962, 


Memorandum: 


... aJ11 , 19 ^ 


by the other 


the Poll 'wlle^Tlnked t} 1 * mv i? 1 'n a * 1 fitted 

discovered behind the big house'' 3 5? f?™ 10 ” 8 whom I 

Pormons but no Carrie , 99 Z7* 1 

in-law, her Florida son hia^mif ^ ie A1 abam a sister- 

two daughters sort of 12-ish nnd* ii lth° Uth i V J<!r th ^ lli s Papa, 

a Pa*r ./ 2a^ s U rn, ont lo’TXfn XX IZXAltXX 
s ° \ worrying °fbXtclrVitXp'r{bz'fns i™ J} ° n ° n3 and 

were Carrie in my shoes the ld be 9 ond me a nd, 

Dormons or non-Uormons / piling in on'ttV ? t people »~ 

a mrxrvzxxh ■. 

part °' *"• — p"&v%i%rr n a :\ Mtt0 


ti^i 
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that imposes 7 people cm any household. I wade 

a sig?t to the cook that the service for the supposed three need 

not be stretched to cover eight a nd I proceeded with 

a tour. The posse were returning to Briarwo d 

for dinner and thence expected to drive to ackson, Miss., 

to have the air condition unit on their station wagon 

put into proper order and I ms glad to s tress this plan 

as a lame excuse for not holding them b a ck from getting 

on fjeir wag. L hey explained Carrie 

hadn t been feeling well this orning and so hadn'tcome with 
them. I could understand that excuse perfectly. H a d 
I been in he shoes, I should have been flattened out 
long before making last night's 'phone appointment 
for today's visitation. 


WHs fternoon I got down all the murals 
in my boudoir and tonight the room looks much 
bigger, now that it is bereft of its wall decoration. 

■ L he winters of the w alls can begin any time but I suppose 
it will be a week or two before they are ready 


ftiis morning around quarter of H, in purs ance of 
my promise to Jay last night, I 'phoned her to give 
her pa rticulars about the v orm:on visit end to advise her 
Carrie obviously would not be studying a bout 
calling on K a y in Pecan Park today\ My 'phone 
call awakened K a y but she took it £ 1 heroically enough 
saying she would be able to go b a ck to sleep without 
any trouble at all. This confirmed my impression that 
she Jiasn t enough to do and is escaping boredom by 
sleepingP gather that among other things, 
hypochrondria may be one of her problems , X phoned 
the house tonight about 9 to ask d'ames, for 
some advise on a Hunter matter. Kay answered and said 
she had called, on Mrs. Genung this a fternoon. 
in the midst . of a sentence, she scremed incredibly and 
silence followed. Within a minute, su ely not more th a n two, 
her normal voice came b q ck on the wire. She exclaimed 
or explained that she had suddenly sighted a cricket in the h 
that sh+liad taken it for a spider but that 
James hoM^ppeared and re-assured her. I assume James 
prob q bl^thought the screms were as out of order as did I. 


ouse and 


Well, so much for Dormons and Registers and 
I must confess there were other people, too, but 
of no more interest that the D.s and theP.s ..... 










Ihursday, August 9th, .7965, 


Memorandums 

The heat continues and hot winds out of the southwest 
to make it seem just a little hotter. 1 keep hoses running 
around the clock but a prolonged heat seals the cells 
of the i> plants, preventing breathing, so that 
even with their feet in water, they incline toward 
beard folding. 

Heat, fkowever, doesn t discourage road running and 
I had my share of disc^ntented ladies, pulling 
around endebout the nation, too exhausted to know o care 
what they are seeing but unswervingly determined to keep 
right on going. 

I understand the Registers are tending to 
remain indoors in their air conditioned house in 
Pecan Park. lhey ventured out at sundown, proceeding 
down the river, and catching up with me in the Ghana . 
garden about 7. They invited me to go over to 

the camp for a dab of ice cream and I accepted• Beer turned up 
in place of ice cream and I liked it although 
I could have relished the ice cream even more. 

Kay was unhappy in that she thought none of us v)ere 
sufficiently concerned about Communism and the danger 
from same in which the nation finds itself. She has been reading 
the Shreveport Times and is quite upset. ° .mes thought 
we ought to concern ourselves with less weighty matters since 
officials to whom power toact for us were probably the only 
ones who could do anything about policy. I 
thought 'James had a point. As for myself, beer or 
ice cream, I thought three people under the cedars could have more 
fun that wringing hands about what we three ought to 
do about C om munism and I was happy to get 
back to the peace of Yucca. 


I 
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1962. 


T heRegisters motor to Shreveport on the morrow to 
have another session with the hone specialist, Dr, Oberdyke• 

'.!ore than the services of the bone specialist is required, it s eems 
to me but, fortunately, that falls into 
the classification Hone of my business. 

This afternoon K A_ LB Alexan dria TV called to C3k 
for an afternoon appointmeivb to yet soMe local 
shots, I pointed out that probably air conditioned 
studio folk may not have heard that we are in 
a heat wave and that afternoon were impossible 
for out of door shots, what with vegetation 
slumping and all • 

1 am beginning to be reminded fromday today that ■ 
harvest time cannot be too far in the distance • 

The best pear trees at Arenbourg are beginning t o 

unload their fruit and I am 

turning it q1 1 o er to Doreatha to manage as 

best she sees fit . The cardinals have just a bout 

divested the sunflowers of their seeds and the persimmons are 

swelling ou impressively, making me wonder where 

they get the moisture that must be required 

to create such lovely spccjmenjs, 

I shall be curious to s ee if the zinnias nowbeing 
planted will ever do anything in this heat, %ere 
I a zinnia just pushing up out of the 
ground and running into the intense 
heat they are encountering, I 

would through myself into reverse instinctively in full 
knowledge that I had come up, not through the 
outer crust of the good earth but in the 

burning center of the globe where dell fires supposedly a re forever 
blazing. 

And now for a d a b f Tender Leaf, followed by 
around to the arious faucets to move this or that hose and thence 
to dreamland ,••••••• 


Memorandum: 

The heat is intensified by scorching winds 
that help to evaporate perspiration but are pretty 
deadly for plant life • Leaves are turning brown and falling 
from max y a pecan tree and at supper J, H, reported 
some expert as saying that it was doubtful if rain could 
do much for the trees at this late hour. If I recall 
correctly, it is the sugar manufacturing done by the sun on 
the leaves during the months of September and October 
that produce the sugar for next year's crop and what 
with the leaves currently falling before the middle of 
August, the prospects for a bumper crop in ID 63 don't 
seem too promising • 

One or two of the young persimmons set out la3t 
Spring look a <&■ though their leaves, still on 
the little trees, had been just fished out of the bottom 
of a tea pot in which, along with the tea, they had 
been brewed too long. In spite of such doings, 
they will prob,-£ ly survive but I feel sorry for them and the 
struggle they a re having . 

The TV znent appeared on schedule at 2:30 this 
morning and, for the second time this week, --the 
other being the Dornon visitation, I ' '. t "cHi 

8Ui\.. £- camera man who turned out to be 

a woman with three children, no less, a girl bout 
13, a boy about six and. another boy a bout 2, 'l 
dLWqys felt very strongly that the h o-kct w a ? ill- 
advised when she took her teen aged nephew with her on 
location and I felt the same todj,y» 

Tfie camera woman had never been here before and, 
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later the mother end her ArooiS * ,* a2 «f dl ,iour 

to say the Job had been achieve*Mid* 1 ?* my door s*«p 

^ood^e. ffca* the shots can b e llL 1 7 

exterior, I an not imagine n l<p Vtv^*"" 0 i 
were wonderful a nd I was fi ?y.i children, however, 
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statement from sack °a child, 3 truc * at sllc h a measured 
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w ohpdyi:7jr:id\viXr^ ' 
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tugs, 


Continued hot. It was 1 06 inShreveport during, 
t'-e afternoon but it has been over a hundred in these parts 
for so many days, precise figures don t seem to mean 
much, wh c t with vegetation, nimzls a nd people 
so droopy . 

I recall if I mentioned that James 

reported that on their trip to Shreveport, they 
noticed many fields of cotton being ploughed, the heat 
having been too much for the plants which had died before the 
bolls h a d formed or opened. 

A s for my weekend, I liked it because 
it ioas pretty meb quiet, giving me an opportunity 
to do little and enjoy the doing, 

■The usu a l Sunday evening beneath the cedars was 
on the agenda but that pl a n was 
altered in favor ofan all quiet evening. Along 

about 3:30 this afternoon, I g z ve the peacocks, geese, ducks, guineas, bniv 
the cats and early supper c nd then hoed off my long whiskers, 
splashed through a bath and, after 
donning some fresh raiment, found myself 
all ready to pnswer the door when -lames knocked. In¬ 
stead of a tap at the door, 1 got a buss on 
the 'phone, —James <j filing from 

town saying Kay wasn t feeling up to snuff a nd so 
it had been decided to remain in the cool 
of the air conditioned house in Pc an Parf(, I 
thought the decision, although a little leisurely, 
a good one and I welcomed the opportunity to 
stay at home and fiddle around with a dosen 
minor projects that were ready 
for a ttention. 
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I s a w Celeste at dinner today, I guess she 
gotbfjCk from her .'lewBead frolic last night, I know 
not the names of those making up the party hut 
I believe Mildred Cunningham, the latter's sister, a nd 
such like, 

«'"• H, mentioned that he had stopped in at the 
hospital in town this morning with, a view of calling 
on Vernon Cloutier hut eth w a s there and said there 
were to be no visitors today and that the lady 
doctor 3aid Vernon would not be living out the week,, 

Knowing Beth as we do, we may ass the lady doctor did say just 
that or never said anything of the kind. Surely 
Vernon is likely to pass out completely any moment but 
there is a possibility that he may live for an in¬ 
definite period, 

1 am glad I got a n air mail off theChristian the other day 
giving him particulars a foul- Or a eing in 
Paris before the present month has panned out. If he 
is there when she is, I hope they find an opportunity 
to say Howdy for I think it would mean much 
to both of them, 



In typical uncertainty, it was announced 
today that the pinaters would either complete 
their job across the fence on the morrow o would 
start in on Yucca or would attack the big house, 

you may ecall from your last adventure wit the decorators 
the jo of getting ready for them is one of the major jobs 
involved, I don't care when 

they undertake Yucca ■ they will just tell me whengiving 

me half a day to clear the deck3 I don't want to 

dump everything ou of the place one day. and then discover 

the next that it has been decided to doancther house so 

that they will not get here for a couple of weeks Living 

in Bedlam is one thing, if one must, but pushing 

one s self into EeiSlam ahead of time is something 

else MgsinHizlker s 12 or 1 3 year old son a nd Mrs,Walker's 

mother, Cl : ra Cenung, both have their birthdays on 

August 17th, Birthd a y gifts h a ve been selected by the family 

for f each celebrant, the boy receving a n aird a le, the 

boy s grandmother a Pekinese, My shonjt heaired cats 

remind me that probably the dogs with their long hair will 

cp predate h a ir conditioned homes .. 
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Monday, August iSth , 1962, 


Memorandum : ’ 

The thermometer re a ch 1 00 again and I didn't look 
at it gain but I assume it went much higher, 

I c a n't lay it on the heat that the mail sacks of 
the first class section failed to arrive. That happens 
when it is milder, too. And so, although the in¬ 
coming post left ever thing to be desired, tomorrow will offer 
compensation by way of a double dip, no doubt. 

As for domestic arrangements, I continue perched on 
a n uncertain seat. At 5:30 this morning, August a nd 
?ug n you arrived, the latter high, both being' sent to give me 
a hand in removing Grandpere from his position 
in the living room and so on, I w a ved them to the 
fch a n a garden with hoes until thechief painter arrived 
a t 8, At 8 that gentlem a n arrived with J, H, and 
the Yucca establishment was given a once over and J, H, asked me 
to accompany them to the big house to give it a n appraisal, — 

Pni^t wise. One the way I waved in the direction of the big house 
a nd J, H,, suddenly entimen al, remarked itwas a good old house 
and that instead of merely painting the library and^dining room. 
perh a ps the whole place, inside and out, should be undertaken, 

I nodded approval, Hien it turned out that there 

is still more work to be done across the fence and so the painters 

will aet to neither house on this side of the barrier for a few days 

more,'' And 30 I sit in a n establishment without wall 

decorations, s a ve for Grandpere, a nd when the painting will begin, 

I haven t the slightest idea • 

I went to Ghana to enlist the assistance of 
strong arms and foundAugust laboring and Fug a bou already 
passed out, When he- came to, he went home where he remained, 

I can but marvel how the human frame • can survive such alcoholic 
asscu Its in such unending constancy. 
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Tuas lay, August 1 ";/i, ' 5 ,?. 


Loreatha Williams, the girl of color who is on the w river 
getting data for her paper on client andV/elfare Department 
relations came at 20:30 and remained until noon, 

1 like her very much and nodded in assent when she asked if she 

might record our conversation a bout nagro-muh tto 

relations, She reminded me that 1 had mentioned 

Helen Ealdwin and again asked if she migh ■ call her when 

en route to SanAntonio, she stops off at Waco to see her 

mother, I don t know how long Helen planned to b e in 

the big or-_d to Seattle and h a ck but ± assume she 

m n y ha vr returned by now and ioreath a 'will go 

to»aco this weekend, 

I walked with my guest to the front gate and on my 
return to Yucca I found the clerk here for his noonday port with me, 
a nd. to mysurpise, another gentlem a n named Register, 
bearing a fine felly roll cake and b a ked by his wife, I 
asked him to break bread with us and he and and after breaking bread, he 
I returned here for an hour's chat. According to" 
present plans, K a y will depart for the Bluff next 
mond a y, — a w ek from today, I believe her next appointment 
with the bone spec :-alist is early October which ought to give her 
quite a vacation on the east coast. One gathers, after mature 
reflection, that something less than Joy was 
realized by the patient when Dr. Cberdyke rejoiced'' 
at her remarkable progress. It is said a hypochrondriac 
• sometimes relishes poor l.ealth since, like a b c nd c jed 
arm, ill healtli may providea measure of attention 
the patient fears might not be forthcoming, were excellent health 
be evident. If $ 0 , a crutch becomes a symbol that 
oulc. not be gladly thrown away and good wholesome 
food would be a robber that would steal concern on 
the part of one s ssociates, All this, of course, is 
an unfortum te mental labyrinth and, under the circumstances, 
one that isn’t easy to find a ny way out, 

• 

Because of the heat, a nd the consequent pre- 
"'.ature opening of the cotton, picking got un^er way today 
Jus will ■’++ 0 roe 1 y effect the 3ecretnriat constancy adversely, 
no dou h t butthat will be nothing new and we shall 
manage it as satisfactory as before. . 



been 


Royal. 
was 


Continued sweltering, 

ir X , Uad U °iP^ed and hoped, today’s 

thin To th P ^ S , aS rncusly a bundant as it had 
thm to the vanishing point yesterday. 

wcs a package from Lyme — 

0 . shall - say it, —the blue ribbon for the *ood old 

77, J * 0U f lew 1 ° l seau de Venice", — combination 
throL eUe r,-'"* a ’ ne i y and . one enchanted me dL 1 

its Jpsinn rrn ? is dust 9 rand > so charming in 

Vicki uf 7 d 8s * ec 'i in its ability to “ 

Sag B V s -«, r ,* w . 

“, G Wandering toward the window a s mu fincera flu * 

5 ?$$* •oMU*’’ 

# £?*• & saws ~ 

fr . n under * he Package came the letters and the one 


] *, *\ a ■■ P° sf card occasionally to 

~y c ' te ,iow tf ^ngs turn should be the only type 

ihc rU8h ™»*i*'* a little 

c ' ' tle - ss hbs a chance tocatch her breath. 


little Hiss L 
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cdncsday, Aguav.it 15th, 1968, 


Tour rference to rain last week filled 
me with envy. If you discover you a re getting too 
much, 3 imply w a ve it away in this general direction 
and we shall all be enchanted to accept whatever can be 
conveniently spared. At supper tonight, J. H. 
remakred thatthe cotton didn' treally need any since it 
had got beyond the stage where help from moisture 
could serve y purpose. Ihe pecan trees are suffering 
mightily, too, but still the vie at her man scans the skies 
unable to find the suggestion of a cloud. 

I am hoping the opportunity to see A. and M. a nd 
compare travel adventures turned out nicely. I assume 
you will have much torelate to Lest a n later as to how things 
> turned at the 1 illoah gathering.. 

It goes w ithout saying I was delighted to have the clipping 
giving the correspondence between Lafayette 
and Washington concerning the keys to theB a stille. I have 
put it with some other treasures I want to re¬ 
read when an opportunity for more leisurely enjoyment 
comes to hand I had never given the matter any thought 
before and so had never wondered about the actual 
destruction of theBastille but from the Lafayette 
letter, one learns it was the Marquis himself 
who gve the order for its demolition. 


'.her letters in :od a y's post included several requiring 
prompt answers, —particulars regarding primitives 
a'nd so on. I shall enclose one from Caroline 
Lormon and a note handed me today from some bans hailing from 
SisterS direction and I shall hold b a ck 
a few for addressed, such as from Stcriling 
Cook, from whom I am always glad to hear. 


/he p c inters are still pointing across t.'-e 
fence and 1 am still sitting here wiating for them 
to make f an appearance. The country club''claimed 
Celeste s attention which g a ve us J. H. for dinner 
and I always like that. And now to some mail but 
not be 'ore expressing gratitude again for all the 
nice things coming my way from Lyme to Venice and b a ck again 











Memorandum: 


Continued clear and hot. I doubt if the 

X' wif MAT.- **•» 

very long a bout the matter. V J 

.. * a , m "aPPV report that our little crvstdL 

£f £»rv 

F 2 H w-is «*.. 

y ■ ,1 , ° cl/ the changing 

lights he pi-ks up a nd transmits are 

-ver changing a n invariably lovely, do bln* hi-* 

ever symbolized so much happiness and ^ 

Zii'"TZ Ur littu ,!u ° L “‘ I l u d 

Wl11 again convey my thanks to her. 

Vfr^n'J’r IZ Zf.ZZ 

Perhfpl no? Ve* 1™°* °" ^ norrol °' 

monument to the vacuum, being utterly void t 
even dispensed with Grandpere's presence ?r 

frontT 7 iV° n \ ? graces the ' 

and nobody ctf. ,f, lil* aU ‘ 


Two 


cards from Si8ter today aski 


ng me 




I 
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to pilot friends of hers (Jo out. One set she 
mentioned as coming on Wednesday or Thursday must be 
some of those who appeared on Tuesday* She says 
the others will come either on Friday or Saturday• 

Well, don't mind me. The fact that Yucca is undergoing 
a face-lifting relieves me o showing $\yone this 
place and it will be nice when the sqme alibi 
applies to the big house. She doesn t know 
painters are in the offing I think she will 
be unhappily surprised, should she come for a visit, 
to discover painters ranging over the big house and 
that wiM be fine, too. 

Long distance' just called but I could never 
comprehend the voice of the caller and suggested another 
attempt be made. . Well t another attempt 

w c s made, —from Bunkey, Louisiana, of C 11 places, 
but that was all I could get. I hope the 
line fails to function at all 0 n the thrid effort for I 
am sure it is someone who wants to see me and" all 
I want to see is something reseumbling apinter. 

Well,, a clear call did come through and I w a s 
wrong in assuming I didn twant to receive it. 

It was from the TV artist, advising me that the 

program would be aired on the morrow at 5*30 and 

asking me if 1 would be kind enough to listen to 

the script that would be used. I listened, 

found it flattering to the place and to me and 

as I unsn tasked for any corrections, I volonteered 

none but 1 wondered what v)as biting the script writer 

when, in comparing Melrose to other 

sites of distinction, Will iamshurg, 'Jamestown 

and so on, Oettysbu g somehow got into the act. 

Battles+ave been fought at this bend of the river 
bu~. never quite so world shaking G s Gettysburg that 
I can remember. 

And now to the mail and then to some Tender Leaf 
and thence to my downy couch........ 
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Tdiursda'y, August 16th, 1968. 


Memorandum : 

Hot but not so sizzling as yesterday 
and a coolness that developed around midnight that made 
sleepingas between IS and 5 delightful. 

♦ 

The moon has been so wonderfully bright these past few 
nights, the banties have proceeded on the theory that 
dawn was forever just around the corner and their crowing 
w a s gay whenever I awakened. Before calling it a day 
last night, I started counting the number of 
times one young rooster crowed at half 

minute intervals. I counted 17 and then fell asleep. The 

hour was 22:40 and his voice was as stirring 

as though day were abou to unfold. I suppose there are 

six or eight young rooster roosting in the old magnolia 

about the big sy.cr pot in front of Yucca• These " 

youngsters aren t fully grown and their 

voices strike different pitches, some of 

which are hilarious as they struggle to proclaim 

their maturity, convincing nobody including themselves 

as the voice cracks in mid flight and they finish off 

in an even more discordant tone. 

I notice the paper today carried ai other re¬ 
print of a former CaneRiver Memo. There are a couple 
of unpublished columns in the office but I 

think they are reprinting because of some re-arrangement in 

the office staff and until things are better 

adjusted in the vacation section and so on, the 

columns, formerly setup, are more 

readily put' intro place. I assume new material 

will be forthcoming within nother week or two. 
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I happily report the arrival o the 
pa nters this morning, They pretty well finished up 
the living room today and the aroma of fresh 
paint is impressive, It will be more so 
tomorrow night, assuming they get to the boudoir 
within the ensuing 84 hours, I like 
the freshness of the w a lls in the living room and 
there hasn t been as much pushing and hauling as usual, it 
seems to me, Thanks to' the dry weather, it is easy 
to use the galleries as parking place for 
the move a blc furniture and I reckon the absence 
of stuff to fall over probably facilitates 
the slapping away of the three brushes, —professional 
artisans from town, I like the 
union length of working hours in the 
present instance, too, since they , —the 
Painters, —do not pu in an appearance until 
8 in the mornin and are gone by 4:30 in the 
afternoon, allowing me ample time in both 
morning and evening to navigate before the doings 
get under way. 

We are in the midst of "So-say-shun" at 
St, Mathew's up the road apiece, With the 
nigh+s so perfect , it must make 

it easy for those attending to pet to and from the 

center of entertainment, I thought I might drop in 

for a little home made food one o these nights' but 

what with one thing and another, I haven't ventured up 

that way as yet and I believe 'Saturday 

is the final go-round, H a d. Kay gone to The Bluff this 

week instead of next, I reckon James and 

I might have pu t inan appearance but I 

cfi just as happy to stay put while things are so by 

sixes and sevens during the present undertaking,,,,,,,. 
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t i'Ul! 


Jr’day 



J 


1962. 


^^slZAo^n‘11 ar T d 100 
° mwru frVpTlTuu. 

Uad tZ y rnU, 9. I 

arrrioir and grandfather Vi ni t U re * except for 

a t nd Ja **s oaJlJd^.l ^Tittle nil 22 prett V strong 

hlualVlVt' 

iindV nd0W8 and not 


S»* 22: 3 o 

break bread with him at t ,! lnviiat ^n to 
sat on the P all er u e» *iZ i< Ga * Pt '° e 
71 e a couple of articles fr l'* 3 riuer and he read 
issues, -one about til 4 !/ew } ‘ or ^r 

°f Mark Cross and Ll+i * ur / h V 8 > cnee 

‘"ttzgcrald was a b c g. 3 d Uat F - s ^tt 


this morning 


K *V and J. g. , tllard ^ 
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dining somewhere in town and 1 liksd ths quiet 
of the camp, the ompanionahip and the excellence 
of the food, e xpecially the shrimp cocktail. 

Just as we started away, acar came 
racing into the camp, attended, by the usual 
excitement that Sister always radiates. She and 
Lootsie B c by, b z ck from Mexico, had brought 
down to felrose a flock of women and 
Sister wanted me to give them a tour. 

The ladies were as fascinated by what there ms 
to see as a goat would be. It is easy to 
tour such people since all they want to do is 
climb through, over and around everything but 
aren'-f interested in anything they encounter and so one 
doesn t have -to tire one's voice doing any talking. . Jith 
three men slapping on paint in the boudoir, there 
was no excuse for anyone entering that 
room. I pupbehed the "goats through the 
door of one gallery giving on t he living room, 
in incredible disorder, and thought I was 
guiding then out on to the other gallery through 
the opposite door. But two of the bags detached the ms elves , 
darted through the boudoir and stuck their 
heads through the b door giving into the 
bathroom, smearing off the fresh paint on the door 
so it had to be re-touched. What they hoped to 
discover other than the mountain of stuff piled up 
in thete, I cannot imagine and I toubt 

if they did. -he painters came to a full halt when they 
observed such carryings-on. 


A. I. Britton, —Ann, --just called v Letters from 
Rome, Athens and Delphi indicate trip is 
going wonderfully. More on details 
later. Am bound to fold .. 
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Sunday, August 19th, 1963. 


Memorandum ; 

If one may believe the*eather Bureau, today's heat 
w a sn t scheduled to go much above 104 but what with 
cloudless skies and a humidity of 87, it seemed 
hotter, l must say vegetation seems to be taking 
on a mighty puny appearance. 

Saturday's post broughtc letter from Delphi which sounds 
as though things are rocking along alright in that quarter 
of the globe. I know not if you or your associates' 
save foreighn stamps but I send along the envelope 
with the letter, jU3t in case Greek stamps should be 
in the desiderata department. 

I am happy to be able to report a quiet weekend in 
these parts. Kay called me from town last night 
to say Goodbye. She and James were to journey to 
Shreveport this afternoon end she planned to catch her 
plane at 8 on the morrow in the morning. An 8 o'clock 
plane must represent something of a struggle far 
sleepers who generally feel 1 0 : 30 or 11 c .m. is 
some time prior to dawn. 

In times before this, 1 have thought the 
trips to the Bluff were unwise, especially in. regard to 
a person establishing a residence in a new community where 
people who want to extend hospitality soon become 
frustrated when special menus must be taken into account 
if invitations tp eat out are concerned and nobody knows 
when the pro3p ctive guest is in the Mississippi Valiev 
or on theAtlantic seaboard. 

Last February or whenever it was that the new residence 
was established, several people looked forward to 
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Monday, August 20th, 1968. 


little parties and dinners for the newarrivals. But 

right on top of the arrival came the departure for theBluff 

and in any sort of community life, e venas in business 

or any other line of ende a vcr, one must of necessity be on 

the job reasonable hours if one expects to be a part of 

the doings, i think the journeys to the luff are ‘in part 

due to Aunt "illie but at the same time, 1 think they a re 

do in part to cj desire on Kay's part to escape boredom and > 

people who can t adjust themselves to usual social ways or think 

of anything to doto escape boredom would do better to 

journey around and about the country and thus kill 

time, probably wi r Hi e-jUal or greater ease, than remaining 

in one place. 

An : so the folks are in Shreveport tonight and when, at dinner 
across the fence today , 1 was asked if I was going to the camp 
to sup, 1 lied and s aid I was and was perfectly delighted 
to have a» entire afternoon and evening to myself 

1 chatted for a few minutes before dinner today with J. H. 

Jewa3 delighted to tell me a hocus-pokU8 story that he 

w a s quite right in believing 1 would like, too. It 

happened the other day that the overseer of cattle was 

riding a horse that stepped on something or other that 

cut a n artery in the horse's foot. The cit t was in uch a 

place os to ma e treatment difficult and itwas feared the c« imal 

would bleed to death. In t lie mi- : st of things one of the florin's 

came along in his car, observed what_was up end asked why they 

.la-'v. t communicated tiith Bernard, the old ex-blacksmith . 

florin said Bernard could fix everything alright. J. 3. told Korin 

s / l J !! -° the rocid c C et the na«. Her in disappeared in a cloud 
°J cust end a jiffy was back again, — alone. J. H. 
asked where Bernard w c s. L:Tin blandly replied that Bernard didn't 
have to eppear in person and. that, qccording to Bernard, the bleeding 
would. h_ve stopped before Korin got b a ck. They glanced at the 
iorse and, by Holly, the bleeding had stopped. 

-'fin explained that when he himself was bleeding to death last 
winter, —internal difficulties, Bernard, after the surgeons' 
had given up, exerted his magic from after and th.t was that. 

J .~. c a n t tel l t lle s tory offer, enough _jid I love to hear him...... 


Memorandums 

100 degree readings, continue but the heat seems to be drying 
t.'.e air so the humidity was down into the 20's and J 3 

accordingly it wasn t so oppressive. 

Before sun-up this morning when 1 s tepped out 
in the front gallery, 1 was puzzled that the butterfly 
lily stalks should have taken on a sickly yellow 
C ° lo t r for they are always G deep green and stand higher than 
one s head . 1 h a ve watered them liberally all 
season and felt the a bsence of moisture couldn't 
account for their attack of jaundice, men I remembered 

ln a ^^r,lu,n 2Ut \ e - + Ji aUS , pl ' VSd j J r0UUd amidst the stalks and 

hnd 1 l*ln+ 9 , a s li ti 1 i l aleSer * di3: >cvered that the b a nties 
had scratched all the good earth away so that the 

roots weren t covered at all and how 

^'iant^Tt/nrT^^ 9 d l Ue enough t0 turn csl ° r was wonderful. 
tl* Lt B Y d ^vsfSvame around the semi-circular bed and will hold 

settle tL jVll ll" 9 ^ 32 knight to smoothout and 

settle the wheelbarrows of good earth air dy tossed in on 

l ie roots and in the morning I shall add a few more 

loads of good earth and so perhapsrevival will be staged in 

the greenery section. If not, I shall simply level the whole business 

a..d turn to other beds of lilies scattered a out the place. 

tleir ^ 7 f£i a " a P l a?lt * a ” ° h ° wi "9 tUe effects of the drought and 
their leaves are turning yellow, —not all the le.ves 

tUe single plant but one leJ here and another there wliile 


on 

some have assumed 
the varigation is 


russet red hues 
charming, 


q uite 


among the green ones and 


James called tonight to say the trip to Shreveport had 
been pleasant enough and Kay had taken off by plane this 
morning a t 8. He didn't come down to t hecamp 
b 't expressed the hope to make a round today. 

He said he hadn t appreciated how wonderfully vegetation 
was holding m the Cane n iver country until they approached 










From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ $M~ 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11948 




11949 




Shreveport on Sunday if te mo on where the brown of the fields 
suggested scorched earth every which way, Lots of timber 

land is burning these days and a rather large acreage near 
Marshall went up in flakes this afternoon according " 
to tonight s radio news, Naturally everything is like tinder 
and one wonders one doesn tsee more h a ze in the sky 
that the forest fires invariably produce, 

1‘he three painters a:id a couple of helpers went to work on 
the d n ng room of the big house today, scraping off former 
coats and getting read to apply a fresh covering 
on the morrow, Whenther the morrow will bring forth 
Shreveport visitors or not remains to be seen, I 
may have mentioned the BatonRouge frolic coast 
235 dollars in a fine and a revocation of her license for 
90 days, carrying the suspension into the 10th of .November which 
will probably slow up automobile travel for a while 
although her daughter will be able to serve as chauffeur 
until L, S, U, starts in September, 

I had forgotten about the 5:30 TV business over 
KALB, Alexandria, last Thursday until 
someone today mentioned having seen it, remarking 
how beautiful the shots of the local gardens 
and buildings turned out. Although the 
text had been read to me over long distance, I 
had not realised until today's report came 
to hand that when speaking of Yucca, it 
was described as the home "of the incomparable Lestan", 

Imagine. t seems there were shots of Cane River that were 

excellent. Buildings in Natchitoches 

also figured in the piece, I know not if 

people figured in any of the doings fcirtsi 

am quite sure I didn\t since I was tangled up in 

a dozen d^bs of doings at the time the local shots were 

being made, 

feathered grandchildren all seem to be thriving, What with no r 
and scanty dews, the guineas still number the same as on the day 
of the hatching. Guineas can't stand much 
dampness during the first few weeks of their 
existence and no batch of theme ver had a better 
break than this year s offspring And so things turn and 
sol must fold,,,,, . 


\ 

Tuesday, August Slst, 1962, 


emorandumi 

~ ^ V ier J no J ne Ur continues revolvingareund the 100 mark, 
~c .e clou s did appear toward evening and it is said there 
was c sprinkle from a half mile up the road to a half 
mile below but the water hoses in this area lacked any 
excuse for continuing their good work. In town 
_believe there was a shower tonight but an 
attempt to communicate with Pecan Park came to 

with 'phone wires apparently crossed sometohere 
producing an unceasing racket like 
Chinese firecrackers sputtering c way in droves. 

. /i, eS *PP- ared at H ^is morning and I 
asked him to stay for dinner which he did, remaining until 
c little after 1 o clock whenfrhed to «ct busy 
with some helpers pushing things about Ihead of the 
painters in the big house, He didn't 
h n ve anything in particular to report. 

At supper time, however, Borcatha t~ld me 
that on reaching the camp this morning, 

^+ UH , d so ™ bs dy had driven into the camp, deposited 
a -arrel not far from the water hydrant c nd, on 
reporting had not turned off the faucet completely so that 
ZWl +?‘ S p , rett U mucl1 ell around the place . I don t remember 
“ ljr! t:le fence ts are at the camp but there is bound to b e 
one somewhere near the gate since Borcatha 
men loncd some time b z ck that *>ames had told har 
-o use it whenever they needed water, now that 
most ciST.erns in the r arish are empty as. a result of 



_ _ p re 

the drought. Naturally ^ames had assumed 
folks had left the water on but B 0 reath a 
to 'earn ~bout it as James to, discover it, 
invading the place should have 
brought a barrel, and left it there, I cannot imagine 


of v o rcatha 's 
s sumrised 
yJiy the person 
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Tonight between 6;30 and 7:30, I ran through 
a variety of emotions that included elements making 
me laugh and m a king meprouoked. Earlier 1 had 
flooded the b~ssecour section ofLow Paul and 
Louell a habitation. "hen I went to feed them, 1 passed 
on through to feed the pheasants in the Unicorn House 
beyond. Stepping gingerly to avoid the puddles 
and slime, 1 slipped and succeeded in getting myself 
beautifully plastered in the smelly mess. Hastening 
home to catch a special program on the radio, I 
divested myself of r a iment, jumped into the 
tub cart jumped out to wring out the garments 
l had tossed into a bucket, and then, remembering 
the prog am I simply had to g et must already he in 
progress, I dashed madly into the boudoir and stuck 
my head into the radio .to catch, by sheer concentration, the 
broadcast coming through so faint it was almost inaudible. 

■'aguely, in the midst of things, l sensed somebody was in the room, and 
glancing away fromthe. radio, discovered one of the overseer 
there, he obviously h a ving entered without knocking. That's the 
trouble with hill billies, their l a ck o\* common manners • 

He said v. H . had sent some pilgrims whfo were by the big pot. I told hin 
to go and tell them 1 would be with them in a minute. 

And so, donning some garments, I greeted them, wondering why J. H. 

should send people at such a» hour. Tfic overseer must 

have told . H. I was approaching the bath for in c few minutes 

J. H. appeared to apologise and I told him we were all 

making fine progress. After a ll, my radio program 

had been knockedtyout and I might just a3 well give the visitors 

out of Jashingtcfn a thorough go-round. It was dark 

before I had finished with them. They were Johnsons from Bethe3da • Maryl 
and I cannot imagine why they should h a ve a ttempted 
crashing. a plantation after sundown or why J. H. 
should have sent them in, e scorted by the overseer. 

After all this trivia, I am a bout to invade the ice box for 
a nice crisp salade,—mostly tomato, belle peppar, onion and hard boiled 
egg ingredients, and a bumper of Tender Leaf . 


Wednesday, August 82nd, 1968. 


Memorandumi 


*vwn, probably doing 
>r tomorrow’s 

of 


was 

she 

about 


the 


Our hot weather continues. 

didn't see my 9 o'clock coffee 
companion this morning. She was in 
last minute chores in preparation for tomorrow's 
party when she entertains at bridge for a counle 
Juamta A.'s girl ./Vi,,,*,, , Ber /rlXnmZf 
Ye3terd vy yne hostess had remarked that Juanit 
tWTlL'l:: ' g \ Tl ' rt y}*‘ «» Louisiana to 

f&f ■:•£« r 

She suggested to me that I contact Juanita A 
It appointment. Tolt would Aoy(f thought 

hSSA «”• 1 

explained, she wouldmake arrangements with her 
go-round. I told her I thought that 
w uld be fine and that was that . 

Chamber of Commerce in behalf of some - „ 

ITopll 2 v ] si t ' taUon but ttwas declined .So m a ny 
«!£& * reck ° n • *• »• 

slTr 1 / in ' S ° und 

»» -• 

fkilfllfliViZV'* t h i Be " r ' 1 WaV «“'■*< “9 that 
wane the livingroom and boudeirmay have a few ton+ 

Paint -.the rooms inspected by PilgriZ, 1 S 

my bathroom which hasn t been touch td in v»nvs +h ■ ^ , 

cannot be included. It's like ~ 1 y 3 mth 2 pamt brush, 

the telephone on my desk. It was ins+nn.* 

0 / «. „ ttat „„u flJaf' relit 2 ty’JTllV' 0 ’ 
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Thursday, August S5rd, 1965. 


ray d name does not appear in the directory listing. Pound 
wise, penny foolish. 

From dL 1 the above fulminating and picayune-ish blustering, 

I have no doubt succeeded in giving the impression I am out 

of sorts which is guite the contrary to facts. To tell 

the truth, my whole summer lias been one of unusual happiness, 

probably s temming from several factors, not the least of nhich 

has been my delight that little Hiss Lee could have 

such c wonderful outing and the companionship of 

a kindred soul from whom her contact has been too lone 

delayed. Frequently during recent weeks when 

the unusual heat made "neks an* drakes of the h a na garden, 

rn.y gaiety of spirit has been syeft that the * evastatt on wrought 

by rabbits and the weather h a sn tseemed very important 

a nd the beauty of the vegetation that excelled seemed more 

soul satisfying that the whole garden could have been, 

had it constantly reflected perfection in every plant. I assume 

gaiety and gloom are cycles Operating alternately on most if not all 

human beings and the past se a s~n has been one of so much 

inner delight that I have kept telling myself right a' 1 eng 

to keep on putting the excess in the Sank of Morale so the 

gay deposits may be drawn on readily enough if and when the doom 

cycle sets in. Possibly one advantage of old age is 

the way the heights'and depths through which one flounders 

seem to get leveled into a less exaggerated 

grafh so that one developee an ability to take 

everything with a measure of moderation and so find 

deeper delights and shallower depressions thanone 

did in childhood when things that then s e erne dt remen do Italy 

importantgradually taper off to scant or o no vitaf a importance at all. 

The blue bantie is j gain setting atop an armoir and I am 
impatient for her to bring forth her little ones, dL 1 of which 
I shall present toRobert Anthony, u orcath a 's brother,.as a 
present for his new a bode, —the place where Zelma used to live . . 


Iemorandum ; 

Hot. ‘HieWeather Bureau predicted a mild 95 but 
the local thermometer went to 100 which, seemingly, 
like an extra inch on a man's nose, does m c ke a difference. 

Today's post brought a grand letter from little 
Miss Lee. It was the finest summation of a European 
vacation ever to come my way. I can't hope to begin 
expressing either my thanks or my congratulations. It 
is a document I shall re-read over and over again and 
always with the same delight the initial perusal 
provided. 


'■Lie whole manuscript was so beautifully arranged, the 
progression so delightful, the successive facts and 
impressions so delightfully set forth that the words carried 
me along as though 1 had been a companion, conveying -to 
me the feeling that I had been participating in 
the expedition. 


It would be impossible for me to single out any 
single instance delighting me most for the whole business 
was so wonderfully executed that it a llradi a ted rays of 
enchantment. I must sc.y, however, that nothing 
pleased me more than the pleasure expressed with Lake Como, 
long one of my f a vorite spots. I, too, should 

so muen like to spend a season there, a prolonged.season en a bling - 
one to a bsorb its unearthly charm and absorb the 
places around its shore where other personalities, 
long admired, going b a ck over the centuries, who hi 
devoted important segments of their existence to 
locality. Since childhood I have longed to 
explore a castle in the e^iros which somehow appealed to 
me mightily in those tender years and I cannot think why, 
on re n -king maturity, I never got around to do so, unless 


lave 

the 
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it was that, unlike the present, I knew no one in t ose 


years who would undoubtedly h„ve 


with the whole 


„ (J -. been 
neighborhood as was I. 


so enraputred 


.. . f -6 9° es ^out saying I rejoice with little "iss Lee 
i-.at her jay - rite aunt remains so spry and so gaU • Jell 
can I mag me what joy must have been hers to have had 
this reunion, --memories for both ladies providing 

do . nw *'i e V enrs a3 one and then glances 
cacrward <-o this wonderful summer. 

It wa.8 at once amazing and hilarious 
the ccke should have been encountered in such an 
unexpected place end I can well 

imagine how astonished both travelers must have been at the winter 
V *> ** T reme-ber having heard seme thing abou « JrAee 

but 1 i y n*„{i W i bear / - beat U ' 9 t e dru ' ri V in Europe 

but 1 never heard myth mg more and sc am still mite 

m he dark save for this one remarkable instance, 

as to what if a ny inroads that f a nov.s beverage is 

m a king on the other side of the Atlantic . 

Thile reading little ‘Hss Lee's letter. I 
9l * tin S where I could catch glimpses of the lovely 
0 lse -\ ^■'Vy: ce and somehow it seemed to. glow with 
especial brilliance just at that point. lf ie old 

'+i~l 1 ¥i r ' ,l y- ss 3Uch as F adu a and Verona made me rejoice 
tiat the V also emerged during the trip. It is 

f°b‘Li+ nSC *i ' V '' S ' 1 reading to run across such names that 
1', s the more because of personal contacts. It 

siringnZ r ° 9 A 1 * he htU Uvna in one unending 

Auin ° myself wondering if the 

column southing on Florence turned o’’ 

suppose it&may appear in the nteror 

3 0 # 1 » 

interruption ... 


ut to be ai y good. I 
rise within another week 


or 


plan 


S. Willard just called , ostensibly to say 
e to irop in on the morrow with Lester and 


she 


m i j I , ■ . , nai rva w*an Leszer ana 

Ac.ilde s daughter. She wanted to read me a note 
she had redeived from /Total is , penned from lucerne on 
i U " day Z aa1ct . n .9. her tc it with the 8e fitters and me 

charliZ SCri v9l n n l f - ie S l 6ne her balcon V and it was 
c terming , The sentence making the most profound impression 

Z'Xzzii yes, vum ° ? 


it 

on 

oved 


Friday, August 84th, 1968. 


1emorandum• 

Another sunny one hudred degrees today. Hfie$hre veport 
Station threatens a hitter 98 for the morrow. I hope. 

A cold front is now reported on a Fort Worth- Little Rock line 

die is said to £c moving its high winds and thunder storms south-eastward 

vaunts of rain up to one half inch. Several inches 

vd uld be pleasant to contemplate but nothing of the sort is 

suggested. So often, especialy in winter, the Canadian 

cold fronts have a way of bouncing along soutward 

as far c s Fort "orth and then sliding off in the direction 

of Tennessee, Alabama and so on. We don't need any high winds 

but a full from 200 to 98 would help a nd even though moisture 

will not be much, even the dab of c half inch would he a gesture 

in the right direction. 

bn ntietpetion of a need for the gourds at the college, I 
rounded up a flock o stuff this morning, --dolls, 
swan, candle holders and rteaven knows what all. At 
the last minute and for k no known reason, I polished 
bff a flock of big and little gourds and tossed them into a h ig old 
wicker basket and that was that. 

I. S.Willard and Eleanor Hughes lee put in 
an appearance this afternoon, I. S. "illard bearing cottage 
cheese which J love and l a Lee presenting me with a little piece 
of pound cake. 

Lr t Lee examined some printed material on gourds she 
thought she could use a nd we moseyed over to Vhanc where 
all the plunder had been set out for h r inspection so she might 
take all or select as muck as shot ought best for whatever she 
h a s in mind to use. In selecting the 
odds and ends gourds, I had chosen those which 

more or less duplicated tthose converted into the various toys end utensil 
thinking a s*rt of "Before and*fter" collection might 
be helpful to the dull witted who could the better imagine 
how the transformations might be made. 

After taking a look at the whole assortment, 1 3 Lee 
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Sunday, August 26th, 1962, 


I— 


decided that the basket wifi its gourds 
wanted a nd nothing else. This saved me 
trouble of packing up thedolls and what 
ladies sailed. 


would be just what she 
the 

not and ojj the 


On returning to Yucca, I immediately m a de 
me a fine sal a de using the cottage cheese as a base, adding 
tomatoes from the garden, belle peppars, onion and so on and usinn 
no dressing save a of excellent vinetgard with 
appropriate . d a bs of salt, of course and two or three diced olives. 
It has been cooling in the icebox for the past five hox-rs 
and will probably delight my palate when I h c ve knocked off 
some mail a nd pour myself some ~Tendcr Leaf, 


'■the 
camp has 


mystery as to the person 
been easily solved. The 


at £>orearha's brother, Clyde, He 


using the faucet at the 
guilty finger points 

- - —o--- --- has recently taken 

Fug a hou s yongcr daughter to wife and they have built 
n little c a bin not far from the Melrose bridge,not far but 
across the road on the s uth side oposite Horeathc's on 
the north, Clyde has helped James 

at the camp on o'ccasion,, accordingly knew where the faucets 
were situated. He had a barrel that had dried out from the prolonged hea 
nd when it took it to fill it, the thing leaked and so he left it there. 
He ought to hav^. had sense enough to turn off the faucet 
completely but didn t, 


Hy only peacock grandchild is no more. She*' 
got the pip, a tongue business, simple enough to be 
removed generally, Dr.^Doreatha was called in, 

I held the patient. The operation was a success but 
the patient died in my arms just as the surgery was 
completed, At that moment I heard a peep from 
atop the arnoir. The peacock soul must have been re¬ 
born in a b a ntie and I packed up the nest, mama bantie and 
offspring and sent them off to Robert•••••• 


Memorandum• 


him tl 0Ut fr e $ C !tf d th - S c ° nclU3ion that *ature had forgotten “ 

, ° J+Z miracle of absorbing moisture from the 

goo. eatth and they once m the skies, dumping it h^ck down 

Unth*inrh*\ and3 ii aP %* . w . e 3 ot af in e, slow dampening, — two olid three 

the parch!i earU 

remained cloudy and moist a nd today was notable for the stickiness nf 

the magic of the date, that pecan trees benefit vastly if they can 
get a deep summer drink on or before August 25th. ■’hat with “ 
the splendid soaking of ”riday night, the 24t , the pecane trees 
may well count themselves on the lucky side. 

lost \* n S aiZ il hi ard 0alled /z^rday to say that Eleanor Lee had 

tnVhid*+ 1 in a *l e »i ap VJii nd w ° udered iJ> s,le haue left it on 

tie bidet in front of the sofa in the living room. 

I investigated. She .had. She needed it forthwith. 

I sent it to town. 


so 


the 

thenth 


came on Friday 


„ . . ‘\ illar d further sayeth that when the rain 

night,the window in the Lee home, w a s open and one 
of the children went to close it to st r ve off the water from 
flooding the floor and thetce box next to the window. As - 

r f ‘ c,led “P P ul1 d9Wn window, a bolt of lightning 

llZf n f\l h lTA‘ d th! airi " s in th ‘ bt * but 

mm:: z/tzv 

ratfal c?},tl,,Ued tr V<' n S <0 relate particulars and she spoke 
atlSr vaguely. I gather, m the wake of much drinking, there was 
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Holiday, August 27th, 1962. 


some kin{ of a brawl end the gentleman got beaten up. 
ohe said . H. had been to town this morning and said the 
patient looked bad. 


’’emorandum: 

Pleasant sunshine and the thermometer at a 
cool 92. 


Barnes came around 2 this afternoon and I welcomed the opportunity 


to run 
caught 
on fried shrimp at the 


into town after we had had a pleasant hour under the cedars, gettinq 
up on a flock of clippings he had gathered. Vie dined 

. .. . . - , , house and were back by 6 , following the 

shower that had cooled off the arir wonderfully » We 


ntrose hills. 


sat on the gallery above the river until fter 8 , watching 
the evening star sinking behind the dark line of the L'ontrc 

Saturday's post brought several letters, none of 
which 1 got around to explore Saturday and none of which j 
opened today, what with two weddings syphoning off the secretariat and 
shall look into them on the morrow. I notice one from 
the a ocket, one from Sterling look and so on. I 

OT/nno o <a -f a tr « 1 _ .. i .. 


SO 


suppose the--ocket's may be an acknowledgement of a coou 
of the invoice on the CarlVarmer stuff I forwarded tc‘ her or 
she ’rants something else. In view of the -strained 
relations as between the P.amsey contingent and the Registers 
always feel correspondence should be confided excl usivelu 
secretariat. * 


pc rhajos, 


I 

to 


the 


Tohn are 


A card from Thelma, showing a likeness of the 
President s home at Syanisport, indicates she and Jc 
doing the -dew England scene. Knowing their 
propensity for covering many a mile in what they describe as 
a rest and vacation, I shouldn’t be surprised to 
hear from them from Quebec or Florida, so strong is the 
Lexicon jumping bean influence in their road-runnin n Hi 


■ ves 


And now for a dab V and thence to my downy 

couch for ■ sh.-T prtb , l. e * .* helpers on the 
morrow at dawning, what with the dampness ruling out 0 11 thought of 
cotton picking on the morriNr...,., * J 


At supper tonight, J. ff. mentioned that C. Vernon Cloutier 
had died. I heard it reported later 

on the Natchitoches radio news. I take it the announcer is 
neither a Natchitoches citizen of long standing 
nor acquainted with local pronunciations. He 
mentioned the name Cloutier several times, saying it 

not in the French fashion as is locally practiced but with the r being 
indicated so that it sounded like Clouture to rhymiv with 
future. 

1 suppose R. B. and Ora will get the news in London 
hut it will not effect their plans, I suppose. 1 he funeral 
will be held this Wednesday, August 29th. I am 
glad that a ll that hubbub will be over before Cra and R. B. 'et 
b a ck for they will encounter enough of HadamEcau tfort '3 
performances in the months ahead so that they may well do without 
whatever fandgtigo she may be putting on a s between now a nd their arrival on 
the 4th. 

A fresh batch of m.-i 1 came by today's post to add to 
the undigested packet of Saturday and I raced through 
tlic things I thought might be the more pressing, saving the 
balance against great 1 isure, I hope, 
on the morrow, I hope. L am not 

certain of my plans for the morrow, however, as the letter 
from Carolyn speaks of bringing somebody or other this 
way, either nonday or tuesday" and since I saw 
nobody today, perhaps* and 

perhaps not, I may ge% a visitation on the morrow. 



c 
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Among the high-jinks going on in the cabins 


I forget 
He 
up 


over the weekend was the rough'house at Coke's. 

^o/ce s real name. He is a mild mannered, rather 
del-.cate looking field hand in his late 80's perhaps 
has lived for six or eight years with a daughter of 
Murphy Brown, and it is said I.rs. Coke frequently beats 
her husband with great vigor. I recall one week last 
winter when Coke was in bed for a week following such 
a pummelmg. According to gossip, —and 

Cok/ltVll^lA^ 3 -, SSip w i? hout * drain of salt in t he CaneRiver countr X 
n t,£ ? Car the Cokes never could afford and this was 

0, L v ^ ssk L 3 b ack. *t is gossiped further 
■cat rs. „oke took her cotton picking money last year and invested 
it m a cow to provide more milk for the family which, .aside 
from the grown-ups, includes six or eight children. Be that 

said to have sold the cow without telling his 
wife which, it is further said, made the wife unhappy. 

y this weekend, things had reached quite a pitch in the 
Coke c bin n c d it is said Mrs. Coke started after 
ter husband to give him a whipping but the husband slowed her up 
by cutting her a rm from elbow to hand. Eighteen stitches 

+ ere h r 1 eqi t lred J ff clo3e tUe wound and ice packs are required for a 
to hold down the swelling Tlie Cokes once had an 1 

the °M,l/ren have long since put that out of commission. 

■he octors couldn t 3 ay if Mrs. Coke will ever be -ble to 
use her hand. I recall a recent figure by 
psuchiatrists declaring 8 out of 10 peopl 

I t n l ppe + V 3 7° T the •f , 0 ur « i3 to0 low and! that Mr. and Mrs. Coke n re 
f ninety nine and fourty four one Sudredths going 

around in circles. y 


i ah He 



. * Pleasantly surprised today when I was greeted on 

by a little old black b a ntie hen 1 had forgotten, — 
with 8 or 10 offspring just out of the it shells. I slapped 
them into a box, sending them to town by a friend for his child 


the ront gdLle ; 


who 


vA* ’* " - 
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Tuesday, August 88th, 1968 , 


Memorandum• 

Cloudy, humid the thermometer at 96. 


ddJ 

thi: 


.4s between 5 this morning and 9 tonight, the 

% turued °ut to be brimming over with people and 
?i gs . 


whi \ Ster * leu, in J us i before noon bearing a female 

clear thltthZ md3t ^ thS f 1 Urr V> 3,le ^ 

ifVI oh 7 Wc3 a uery expensive present to me but 

oiat she wanted all the eggs it wouLd produce. 

in late 9nl V S° ur e 3ds a year, laid usually 

»r fZrtjimy, she shwlln’t b. Surd.n.tf *„ Zch 


with rounding up what she wants. Since I 


Alina i* * he Z ar i ° S P eaooc * 3 > ahe immediately began 
2 t: 112,1*7 * ruc .* 10ns . a3 *° hsw tUe »«W one Should be handled aid 

i-i full^minn S T ^-tending any and all of her visits was 
. full swiiig. I a m happy to report she returned 
to Shreveport during the afternoon. 

car : Tsked ? bl n j ly tr en t U9h + h 3Ue CaWfl by her 3 el S> driving her own 
-;f ke t by /r houi this Was, She explained that 

cn t he .; cur t had ordered her license taken up for 

.0 .ays, .ie police, after 80 days interim, had not-as yet come t- 

Vd ° r °° r „ 3 hl ill c "“ t( 

Keeping right on driving. 


is her h bit and*I I n ; :lyins aroUUd tn cdl directions, as 
knowinaairfiniu 1 ?^celled r W appointment with a secretary, 

such a\ P nr /V: . V W3U 1 W9Uld neyer 3 ^ anywhere while 
such a tornado was m progress. 


earlier in the day, one of the painters 


, . i -y i ~ '“'e i a uune over 

‘7£*i e "' T aak l tt Z me he borrow m V sea damns. 

r y 71.at I asked, never h a ving -faurd of a sea damp. 

A S yOU m flV or Vlntl nut. t-nain . _ j i . ‘ 


came over from the 


s b’cu may or may not know', 
used to hold furnitue, when 
told the painter his mother 
and I had them. I guess 


a sea damp is the type of thing 
newly glued, into piece and J. H. 

_ had used them to hold tight nuilting'frames 
j. H. merely wanted to 
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get the painters off his b ack . in any event, I don't have 
any sea clamps. 

Tomorrow at 9 a .n. they bury the me it*- - u ' ' j>»c 

c.cr-..._ - - • ’.t St.Augustin 's and at 10 o'clock they 

bury C. Vernon Cloutier from the Cathedral in town. J, II. 
jid Celeste will undoubtedly a ttend both serivees. There is 
a mild to-do in the Parish as a result of people sending money for 
masscsto the Cathedral and never hear anythingbout either the 
receipt of i^he money or the saying of the Mass, The priest in 
charge ,hasn t been notifying anyone and when asked about this or that 
person s M aS simply remarks that the M z ss in question has already been said. 
Several members of the congregation and some of different religious connectio 
have started making such’a racket ~bout what appears to be a simple 
pocketing of the money that 1 suppose a correction will be 
m a de forthwith, 

Carolyn who by letter had-threatened to try to pick me up 
this morning and whisk me to town to dine with her and her two 
young men, called between 6:30 and 7 tonight, — u little 
late for noon dinner. She asked if she might 

bring the young men down for a first dark tour, followed by a more 
thorough one on the morrow. She came but the outline of thc~ 
buildings were almost completely concealed by the darkness, 

I suggested they skip aother Cane^iver round on the morrow but 
ratl.er heed right out fromClarence where they are spending 
the night, going eastward to Matches to give the youths a 
glimpse of that area and then proceed southward to St.Francisville 
and thus cover the major plantation districts’prior to the end 
of the week when the boys have to go b a ck to school, 

Carolyn was full of plans about doing a prospectus for a 
book a bout little river of Louisiana, I told her i thought 
that was just fine, She said Carl Carmer would introduce her 
to likely publishers . I didn't whisper the name of 
Hastings House, In speaking of Mr, Hodges, she 

said he is thinner than thin, listless without a ny enthusiasms and 
so on. Our session ended a little -bSfbre 9, withal < 

pleasant but probably she was semi-conscious that the void cheated during rec 
years. And now I must knock off a couple of notes 
and then call it a day. Forgot to say James called for 
a couple of hours during the afternooh a d sems fine . 



■ ednes ' ay, August 29th, 2962. 


Memorandum : 


"umiaizy at l oo percent, following 

oentlu ln+ii h *0 fct 7 that be 9 an around 22 :30 and sprinkled 
gently until nearly noon. A little over 2 inches of water fell. 

Carmen called me around 20 this 

been'to till** 1 n't** Ca . ro . lyn and Uer two V 0Un 9 nen had 
been to cell on her at her Red ,Cross office. 

Carolyn reported that when they reached 

+r nce MeU1 a J :er 10 la9t ui 9M, they were 
advised their reservation had been transferred, to somebody else 
acy four, another motel in the K^mpti neighborhood. She"' 

n l A 0 , 1 * 4 had rr e,,ded to invite Carmen to breakfast hut 

rAn %h ay setting b a ok to Natchitoches. In the 

nud\ J m. V n —-aro2j/»i an 1 associates had "done", the Americrn cemetery 


, , - - • t —i» vinos, j. can z ix 

tombstones in the min but there is noaoeounUnq 
for taste. d 

during C< * rsl V. n and P a /*y should have dropped in on me 
\ ) n ? the morning would not have surprised me since ’ 

- :Jio..sly they had rejected my suggestion they 
^rceze on to Matches,, Mississippi. I had mentioned 
last, evening that if they didn't head East, I should 

h~ v 3 See * liem during the morning but that I should 

be busy-busy all afternoon. 


ecause of 


. ‘-M secretary, unable to assist me yesterday 
ois-cr s presence, arrived promptly at 1 to 

AVJ* a " GS ? ertment'of mail'. As be started 
i A 9t . le . tter »C a r? 1 V n tapped at my door, having brought 
t * 89 mth her > course. Like & 

i. 2.„i Hard, she apparently p a ys no attention to 

wha, one says regarding appointments . I dismissed the secretary 
and repeated last night's tour. They secrezary 

tVelAAdnAA 1 A iZ °* ' ie * din 9.?Wtt./9r Alexandria and some food since 
they hadn t had any lunch. And that, I guess, 
i s *h a t . ^ 
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Thursday, August 30 th, ires. 


• 

James celled at 3 this afternoon, reporting he had 
been in town at 20:30 when Vernon's funeral was in progress, He 
Said the streets were blook off around the church and 
assumed quite a few peaple attended, Somebody else 
Carmen, possibly, reported that the Cloutier boy did not attend. 

It is said he has a great resentment toward his mother and I reckon 
it Mias felt wiser not to risk one of his tgntrums in public, Uadam 
Beaufort had forbidden Vernon’s mother entry into Vernon's hospital 
room recently and Vernon's mam a did not attend. She 
is delicate in health and the weather was 
rainy and unpleasant, 

Hrs, Talker called this mornin „ to read me a letter from 
Bill Dodd , one time Lieutenant Governor and some kind of a EatonRouge 
fi~gvrre now, I know not if the paper will print it in the 
Letter~ ir> the Editor or not but if so, it will probably appear 
in Thursday ’s issue. It w a s a letter of congratulation 
to the Walkers on their newspaper and. had a few sentences to say about 
CaneP.iver Heme which Hr, Dodd apparently reads-, 

A card from Cra carries& a likeness of Chartres Cathedral c.nd, 
in the penned message, I believe, says something about 
Fontainebleau but that was when Carolyn knocked and 
so I know no more I am naturally delighted if she got to 
see both of those places and, I hope, got in a day at Versailles, 

I think 1 shall write J rs,Talker tonight, suggesting 
by a proposed letter that she should copy 
and have on Ora's desk.when ire gets home, asking her 
to do an article for tfhc newspaper under some such title as 
"August in Europe" or some such, I think both 
you nd I would relish reading it,, . 

/■ 3f • ' ’ 


Uemorandumi 

Cloudy and humid with a little over half an inch 
of rain during the afternoon, Twice of late the Weather 
Bureau has announced an absence of rain at a particular 
time and stated the humidity to be at 100 percent. 

This reminded me of a couple of times of late when the ureau 
has stated that it had been raining for a couple of 
hour but the humidity was only 79 or s me such, I seem 
to be so old fashioned in having assumed that humidity 
was 100 percent siiply because it wqm pouring, 

I chanced to b e near the front gate at 5:30 this 
afternoon when I heard the sounds of young goats bleetiting, 
Hy agents reported shortly thereafter that Dan Henry had 
acouple of them in his car, brought down here to 
get them established in the home of some local family 
after having had them in town for a while. People 
can think of the funniest things, 

I cXmost forgot t-d a y was the birthday 
of Huey P, Long, I heard no reference to it on • 
the radio but Carmen mentioned the fact 
on the 'phone, saying State employees, entitled 
to this Thursday as a holiday, had been given Frid a y to boot, 
and, as they don't work Saturday or Sunday and as Labcr 
Day comes a t the beginning of the week, that day is 

batched into the general rest period so that State 

employes are getting quite a bre a k from their labors, if any. 
It seems to me I remember having been in HcwOrlea s in 
1938 on Huey Long ' s, birthday, a fact that made d’* impression 

on me at the time since until that moment, I had never known 

the Kingfish ever had a natal day, —let 

alone that Louisiana politicians had made it 
a holiday, 

I haven't seen my 9 o'clock coffee partner in 


•J 
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Friday, August 3 §th, 1968, 


several days, what with much doings in town in the 
mornings this week, I did see H’^mes today when 
he dropped in around. 1 o'clock for an hour’s 
visit. He seemed fine. He mentioned h a ving talked 
with Kay who 3cnjs 3he is exercising her hip in the 
Bluff pool, 1 gather this may be an 

excuse for her lingering on in that quarter, --the Fluff, 

Ho'. 1 the pool. As they, --the I.e gi sters, ere 

members of the Country Cl\ ? y or ' '*• " ' • ' - • 

A" -f rZ-s " V *he rti p -i having 

muon pods and a 3 they have a camp on a certain CaneBlver having 
-dock and much water, I suppose you might say 
the different places to exercise a hip are 
ample all around. 

Both Natchitoches papers must have come off 
the press late last night for we received neither in 
ty'-y s post, I talked a few minutes with Hrs, 
talker tonight hut the connection was so poor, neither 
of uc coul 1 'o better than catch about* ver 3rd or 4th 'word. She 
siad $he did not print the Dodd letter this weak. She 
liked the idea of asking Ora to do a Memoir of her 
trip and I hope Cra can find the time to do it. 


Memorandum: 

Humid to the 1 00 mark with a noon rain that 
measured about and inch and three quarters. It was 
designed expressly for this bend of the river, 1 guess, 
since it didn't so much as sprinkle in ermuda, 

Somebody or other, perhaps Fugat ou or one of 
the painters or somebody found IS or 35 justOout-of-the- 
shell quail, perhaps in the gourd or the bulb garden. The 
little old things are a bout the size of a penny. I am 
especially delighted to know the nuai 1 h a ve taken up 
residence here again for I thought that between the years of 
dusting of cotton and the explosion oi- Shreveport hunters, they 
had vanished from the local scene, If I recall correctly t 
quail beget two families of offspring a season and so I assume 
there may well have been another batch of .them earlier this 
summer and perhaps I shall see ofx some of them this 
winter when I put out food for they around the moon dial. 


About 4 o'clock this afternoon Sister and daughter appeared 
unannounced, I know not how long they plan to 
linger. 


Tomorrow morning * ~m going to le a ve the h a sss- 
co"ri gate open so Low Paul, Louellaa colored peacock and 
Hie new white one may step out into the gardens 
as they please, I have a feeling the white one feels quite 
at home now and will be content to remain 
Hay there be a pleasant weekend imoending 
at Lyme, . 


the enclosure where the peacock 
newly arrived .one and Low Paul and Louella 
' * company for a couple of days. 


At dawning I opened 
of longer residence, the 

h,.ve been sharing each other’s company for 
It took persuasion to entice the white one outside the 
enclosure, an effort that succeeded about 9 :30 after 
the other peacock and the geese had long since sought greener 
Pastures . It seem3 the white new-comer is zjjnply 
fascinated by the silver, pheasant and spends all day at the 
wire netting separating them, I vt wondering if 
the silver pheasant is a p hypnotist since I remember one o 
colored peacocks spent day3 gazing through the wire mesh at 
the same pheasant early. Last spring when 
house there. Once out of the enclosure, the 
white peacock was free to range with the colored ones but. 
to my disappointment, nothing of the sort happened, On the 
she simply slipped around to the other side, the outer 


the 


contra ry, 
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Sunday, September 2nd, 1952, 


the other peacocks in sampling buns and grass and so forget for a Memorandum 

while the fascination the pheasant exerts, 

2a i r, we. rui 3 n d ft u m i d . 


today's post brought a card, cancelled from Chartres and 
bearing a likeness of the Cathedral, this one being the 
third this season coming from that quarter. 

There was era's, one beforeget from whom the one earlier came, 

and today's was from Dr, T a lly,, I suppose 

lots of people go to Chartres but, oddly enough, this is 

the first time I can remember receiving cards from there, Possibly 

one or another of the senders had been reminded of the 

place by something read in TheEnterprise , Sometime 

this winter I should perhaps do a column under some such 

title as Versailles and Fountainebleau, This 

wouldn't be done with a viewto getting C a ne River Memo readers 

to visit these places since everybody goes there but rather 

topoint up the differences between these two 

best known chateaux on the tourist list In 

the old days, people were forever asking me which 

place I liked better. To me that was like asking 

me which I liked better, a pair of comfort a ble 

old bedroom slippers or a sl a b of chocolate 

pie ice cream of butterfly lilies. 

Somehow there never seemed to be any comparison since 
each is in a different category As I see them, 

Versailles is a portrait of a man and an epoc in contrast 
to Fountainebleau which is a Panorama of people 
a nd centuries, One thing is 

certain, if I do knock off such a column there will be 
plenty of bored readers, 

1 talked with v ames tonight. He seemed to be 
his usual happy self. He had just received a 
bunch of Marlboro Books, and those 
shipments never f^jj. to*provide enchantment 
for him. He heard fxojr. Kay last night. She reports 
fine progress and p}an\s to return home in the middle 
of this coming week, just after the Labor Day rush, I think 
she likes these b ck and forth journeys which, prob a bly, is 
just another form of road running,,,,,,. 


•‘ ?t r 3 o’er the Labor u j.y weekend locally has turned c’\t 
Of„ ally enoug 1 . Z h:l■' the thought 
the same may be said for the situation in and a bout Lyme, 


mother and 
through Mo 
after havi 

they were returning home and everybody* relaxed. Biughter'^nds 
Cane a iver ’ .... ^ 


(laughter 1 + t it b* known they would re via in 
inday . Twenty-four .hours later, however, 
ng dined Saturday noonci Magnolia, they announced 


not if it 
BatonSouge 
three plac 
quite pass 
which she 


too humid to permit her to sleep. I know 
be more humid here than in Shreveport or 
but I suppose it ig t bout the same in all 
8 8 at the present time dL though it is 

ible the drying qudl ities inherent in air conditioning to 
is a. ccnstcmcd may make considerable difference. 


At coffee onSaturday morning, Celeste mentioned 
■aving been at Beaufort on Friday and that 
Beth had read t 9 her guests a letter from R,E, , penned 
m London, on receipt of news of Vernon's death,' I assume 
the Williamses arrived in HewYork on Saturday morning ,nd 
it goes without saying I shall he interested to learn how things 
panned out a t that port of call. I can readily 

little ~iss Lee m a y have been away but I'm sure 
both ladies were thinking of each other a good part of the time. 


The fx far 
in this area, I 
in some camp or other 
for city folks coming 
seem impelled to yakc 


the weekend has been quiet enough 
have heard firecrackers exploding 

across the river or perhaps gun shots 
to the country often 

, „ , , . quite a racket which students of the mind may explain, 

for myself, A don t Care * nd the eX p lc3ioUs are su//i J ci ently removed as 
•° ! ' :,rr y not at all, I suppose 1 may expect a few f road 
runners on the morrow but L'sTiall be a tle to manage' 
them easily enough. H-.mpmtx£arver wan s to being his 
girl friend down on Tueadny&hd that will be pleasant 
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Holiday, September 3rd, 1962, 


at 


He P 1 ^ ns to his law studies 

Harvard within a. week or so, I know not if he 

plans to stop o f in Manhattan to visit the 

john Snells or D^id Snells when proceeding to Hew England, 

Saves passed this way this- afternoon aboutZ and 

on the tlTrntl C h ly f + l r JP 8 ° amp to enJoy the P d «^ant breeze 
on the terrace beneath the cedars and enjoy a beer 

sjore driving to town where we supped, returning here until < 

in +h» tl n>t r V idL1 J/ 1 mentisn ed putting up a barrier 
in the pheasant section so the pheasants and 

-he peacocks could go their even ways without 
districted by each other. Perhaps I 
l, ia11 knock of a column on the matter", 1 Be that as it man 

T- h vpj tht «««» u* 

U, nai q uarl, r. are 35tt2sd /» r “ “*«• 


+hSll n } ornin 3 3 radl * ou of Hew York had 

something to s ay about firey crosses having been burned 

n n?l Ue +? 2 T^ th Louisian * Parishes during the 
night, the illumn a tions 

a spic3S hood « d Xu XIux Kl a n members, 

I md it quite heartening to know the K, K, E, has 
thus unmi stake ably aligned itself with the other 
tlV'i 1 ^SoUltlce "Sander Perez, Certainly 

X, E, is so thoroughly discredited as m oranniantimn 
that its assoc ation with any group ought ° organization 

o give the latter a bl a ck eye if not already 
possessed of one, Perez keeps on 

3on 9» Vatican is conspiring with 

theGremlin to put over Communism in the Unite\. 

States which makes one wonder just how cock-eyed 
can get and still keep out of an 

insane asylum, Well, so much for the moment but 
more on the morrow,,,,,. 


a person 


Memorandum : 

Sunny all day, except for a brief shower 
between 3 and 4 this afternoon that set everything to 
steaming just as though it hadn't been 
damp-damp all the time, 

I talked with Ann this morning, . I 
understood her to say she talked with her papa and 
mama on Friday night when they reached Hew York from 
London, There were people swirling around at 
the time Ann called and so I didn't get any particulars, 

I liked this year's L a bord Jay, peaceful1 s it 
has been. The freedom from road runners enabled me 
to get a lot of work done and I felt that satisfaction 
that always seems implicit in well ordered doings by 
painters, field hands lending a hand in the gardens to 
pu things into some kind of shape, lawn mowers going full tilt 
and general activity without the hoop-la of people 
getting into each ether's hair and in ruders to' gum up 
the works. 


I liked the way the day started 
although I am still puzzled to under¬ 
stand one performance by the guineas. They 
were waiting for me at the side gate between 
Yucca and the African House where the gray mama with 
her three gray off spring w ere standing 
on an old pecan stump a foot above ground level, 
he papa guinea, white, ms standing along 
side and their cheery ood morning at dawning 
seemed to strike just the right note, "hen 
I spoke the them th/y dl responded by 
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jumping into line and fallowing me to the 

African House where I frequently feed them • But they surprised 
me by manifesting no sign of interest in breakfast, 

I talked with them a minute or two . .They came and 
pecked indifferently at the cracked corn, simply as 
a gesture in good manners but obviously not at aXl interested 
in the fare set out for them, I went on to 
the Unicorn House to present Low Paul an-d 

Louella and the pheasants with their breakfast and the guineas 
followed hard on my heels, - From the 'nicorn House 
asr I went on through the gourd garden and 

thence to the Guana garden to see how the peacocks were doing, 

only to f ind them still in bed, 1he guineas kept cl"se -to my heels. 

Then turned beck to Yucca, the uineas still 

in close pursuit . 'erhaps they thought that 

I t rather than the corn, was. good enough to eat. Smile, 

That was really biting them, I cannot imagine but whatever 
it ms couldn't have been physical since they were 
hungry as bears by 10 o'lock, 

L a te this a fternoon I gathered the okra and took it 
to the kitchen where oreath a was preparing supper, I 
asked her how soon she would be taping the 
supper bell and she said in about five minutes allowing 
me time to wash up a bit. But as I started out 
of the kitchen, J, H, was just coming in and 
surprisingly enough declared j 

"Your daughter just fell out and somebody 
called for you to come home right a u>q/," 

Both u oreatha and I thought the statement was 
addressed to me but it turned out it was for her, 

Mrs, Talker just called, asking abou a column, 

I told her she had one for.next week. She said she needed one 
for the following week, I told her I would 
pu one in the mail in the morning, *nd so I had better get 
busy and think up something to write abou as the night 
advanceth. . 
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Tuesday ^September 4th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

'arm and humid with only a light sprinkle 
of rain sandwiched in between sunshine, the dampness coming 
shortly afternoon and insufficient to disc urage cotton 
pickers, painters or gardeners , 

It was such a delightful surprise to find a 
dandy note from little Miss Lee in today's 
post. Having secretarial assistance- at 
neon, it afforded me no end of pleasure to 
contemplate the balance of t!.e afternoon on the 
general subject of her breaking bread with Zfatdlte, 

How much it must have meant to /fatal19 while in Paris to 
know she had such c kind friend who could handle Eastern 
passage, should such have required substitutes, 

- cm glad for all concerned that this was unnecessary, 

It was pleasant between 4 end 6 to think that the 
contact had been effected and that by then /fatalie 
spouse would be weeding their way toward t f c 
Pelican Htate, I suppose they may be home by now, -- 
10 o'clock but I doubt if j 

shall ’.tear from them fo • < day or two, no only because 
/fatal te must. have a mountain of things can. fronting her 
a n ’ then, too, the teen agers on this party wire have 
a unusu a l cm ount of social business to transact these 
nights and it is difficult for anyone +o get c call through. 

Your reference to little Miss Lee's hurly-burly 
existence leads me to guess that nobody 
but little Miss Lee can ■ osstbly qp predate the 
pressures. Lesion, however, feels he can 
sympathise genuinely and has prayed me to ec.y to 
you that, if you chance to have any influence at all 
with little Miss Lee, you will do everything in 
ycur power to persuade her not to a ttempt 
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personal correspondence until things have quieted 
down c little. He is mindful that this may no come 
before the holidays but whenever that date may be it is 
‘■oped that energies will be conserved at every 
corner and tlict an occasional post card will suffice 
- to indicate how things turn. 


H a mpt onOarver and his girl friend came down to 
see me this a fternoon. They are sweet children, 
in that a ge between, high school and college that 
is so fender when it is at its best, c s it is in their case 
..hey bore a three decker chocolate cake bnked by Hampton's 
gran .mother for me which I thought touching and 
neart-warming. H a mpton s a ys David Snell has'.taken a house 
somewhere in the metropolitan area and that „.d c Jack is 
m new lork a t the moment. Hampton leaves for 
Harvard within the next week or end days and 
college, of course, will introduce a new phase in his 

a ? tf There is G tinge o s a dness about 

in° 7 f b e evity in the high school student s existence but growtl 
\ n 3 of course and change not only inevitable but 

: es ; 3 P iie of the fad that on occasion we have all 

wished that for a little while at least 
the world might stand still. 


off 


Last night before folding up, I knocked 

a column under some such title as, _ of 

all things, —IhcFeathe red ? a 3 cin a tor. The 

bU - 3] l that 1 J, V ind relieved whet 

I had got the thing into the mail. J ust 

H f; pto . n . arrived, 1 discovered I had neglected to 

I aiVhim 1 Page o the article in the envelope a nd 

f 9 0t . htn deliver the missing page for me when 
he returned to town. 


so 


1 was glad Doreath a 's daughter seems to b e getting alone 
alright, she took her to the hospital where it was said ‘ 
® a ® merel V offering from indigestion Jet us hope so. It 
seems to me on three previous occaions the giil has 
had digestive problems that sooner or later'' turned out 

Zv b A„ in * firee b a by daughters without papas, - 

verily a digestive ailment that most certainly 
should merit concern. " 


James came after supper a nd sat until 
dark and I found the crescent moon so pretty as 
through the gardens with him to his car .,, 


I walked 


Wednesday, September 5th, 2965. 


Memorandum ; 

According to my radio, the rain kept the b a ll players 
off the diamond in Lyme today . Locally it sprinkled in 
the morning and afternoon on the cotton pickers but 
didn't disolve them, A "cold front" 

is said to be moving eastward on a line from Lake Superior 
to deep in the heart of Texas. >>e are promised a 
low of 6 8 tonight. Winter, like other phenomena, 
so often knocks first, retires and only later come back with 
determinationj. 

I haven't heard from the European travelers and 
so know not a s to their where a bouts but -ssume they 
are home. Die teen agers on the local party wire 
have had a great deal of business to transact all e veiling 
and it is possible attempts h a ve been made to reach me. 

Ih view of all the mountain of things confronting the lady on 
her return, however, I can well imagine 'phone 
calls may not be the order of the day until some 
of the "must stuff" is disposed of. 

0 

Doreatha came to see me this morning to ask my 
advice about her daughter whose indigestion, following 
her trip to the hospital the other night, shows little 
improvement. I suggested she try the l a dy doctor, 

having reached no satisfactory point with the two gentlemen doctors 
already consulted, the lady doctor being not a ble for 
her powers of diagnosis. Doreatha thought that 
good ide a , especially, I think, as Doreatha 
has consulted the lady doctor on occasion and sc knows her. 

I called the office in her beh a lf aid tomorrow a ftc moon 
was agreed upon as a time o mutual c onvenience 
for the examination, aid Dor~ath a returned to he 
kitchen obviously relieved. At supper tonight 
she told me she had taken her daughter this afternoon 
to see yet cii other gentleman doctor andhe had diagnosed 
the trouble as ulcer of the > tomach ,%-mf&nc, L - 

X 
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should imagine, in young folks in t eir 20's. Eventually 
Doreatha s daughter will probably get around to 
the lady doctor but one doesn t w# t to rush into 
the experts without proper deliberation, J c mes 
will like that when I tell him, 

I talked with Clara Genung today• She continues optomi 3 tic 
about her mending fingers on which her daughter continues 
to treat, L a Genung 3ays it is eight weeks since 
the accident took place, She has lost the nail of 
the middle finger but blandly opines she will grow another, 

I suppose, in view of the severity of the would, and 
the patient 77 years, the healing is probably going along 
pretty well, 

Fug a bou seems to require more than 8 weeks to pulll 
himself back into shape, As a matter of fact, he 
displays no intention of wanting to get off the bottle and 
one wonders how he finds the means to round up 
so many of them, The grapevine reports that J, H, 
told him the other day that while he Can continue occupying 
his present c a bin,,he ought to feel free to move elsewhere 
since there is no work here for him, I must 

s y he provoked me this season by ruining so m$\ y rows in the 
J h a n a garden by staggering around when high as c kite. 

How that it is ginning time and Fug a bou should be working at 
that job, his drunken condition is more serious since one false 
move where so much machinery is going full tilt, might 
spell out all sorts of major and minor disasters. 

His brother-in-law, P a l, is out of jail, following his 
lifting o the cotton sacks, v a lued at several dollars, and 
trying to exchange them at the honkey-tonk for t irty five 
cents of :r for a drink, and a s ?al is Said to be picking 
c ct ton on the place, perltaps that is where the Fug-bou 
libations are coming from, x 

» 

Frs, , a lkcr just called to 3 y that tomorrow’s Enterprise 
will carry pict ures of the fireycross, thebroadside posted near same 
and, unreinedaWbugh it be, the Bill Dodd letter, all 
of which arcjprffty hilarious in their respective ways, Dodd 
calling CancJ'iver Demo "Big League" somewhat startles the 
Cane Fiver - J emo scribe who seldom dreams in baseball 
nomenclature .. 
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Thursday September 6th, 1962, 


Memorandum• 

Funny and hhmid all day, A torrential 
rain began at 7 and 1 suppose an inch or two ha 3 
fallen thus far. 

The Enterprise goes forward at the same time this 
letter does. You will note on its front page 
a picture of a firey cross dp pears a nd ,-jLong side it 
a reproduction of the Ku Klux Kl a n manifesto and 
cartoon that, as the article explains covering the 3 tory, that 
the Klan suspended by fish hooks on a n adjoining 
3tnke, ’The Wmes printed the same picture of the 
cross burning but, in mentioning the minfesto, did not 
quote directly from it, 

ith the a bove in mind, you will re a dily imagine 
my astonishment at supper tonight when J, H, 
announced that Mrs, Walker is getting herself into trouble 
by her editorial in tod a y's paper. He asked me if I 
had'read the paper a nd I said I had and thought her editorial 
excellent, H e looked at me thunderstruck did asked 
if 1 didn’t think a lot of Jewish people would object to her 
saying the things she did right there on the front page, 

I told him there w a s no editorij. in t he front page' by Mrs, 7/jLke 

He said I was mistaken c nd went on to qu ot'e various 

phrases, all of which, of course, were from the 

Klan manifesto, I held to my position, he to 

".is and when he left the table he said he was going right 

out to the store and check on the matter but he was 

quite sure he was right a nd that the f ront page 

piece adjoining the picture was Mrs, Talker’s 

editorial, 

if a m a n with as keen a mind as J, H, takes 
'a Klan manifesto for di^editorial by Mrs, Tnlker, what 
can be expected from the majority of Enterprise readers who 
are, in large majority, less observant, th a n J, H, 

It is qui e possibly inadequately identified, —the manifesto, — 
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but even so, it would certainly be a n insulfto anyone 
to h c ve any person suppose such apiece could possibly 
be w ritten by a literate individual. Verily, 
it is difficult to aji tibipate what a reader s reaction is 
ever going to be to anything appearing in print. 

Jaw.es dropped in around Si 30 this afternoon to drive me 
down to Andy's house, —the cabin where the 

artist lived when little Miss Lee was down this w a y. H e had 

brought some kind of a package a ndl thought it kind of 

him to remember Andy. Naturally I didn't 

qSk him what Was in hi 3 and he didn't inquire r bout 

mine. We found Andy in bed but looking fine. 

He goes to Alexandria tomorrow to h a ve X-rays made 
and his h n ck b n nd a ged, I suppose, the 
Jharity Hospital will undoubtedly do a thorough job 
and I iiope he will be b a ck tomorrow night a s he doesn't 
want to leave his ’ rother alone the house over night 
as the brother, Albert, hasn't much sense, I 
assume Andy's difficulty is a strained tendon and it will 
probf ly tkae quite a while for it to get mended, 

The enclosures speak for themselves, Lildred, 
as you know, is Mrs. PeytonCunningham, sister- 
in-law of 'harles, Lhe Rocket surprised me by writing 
so soon — or at all. She must be in the money at the 
moment and perhaps easy money for her begets an impulse 
toremember former associates, 'Perh a ps the oppostie is 
true and a barren barrel is bringing b a ck the human strain, 

'hen she was here 1 asked as a matter of courtesy concerning 
the good health of the Lost Word, #he is so busy she 
hasn t had time to cknowledge my greetings of the/past two 
Christmases but of course i didn't breathe d word a b ut that to 
the ocket, * 

I- just had a 'phone calf., —Celeste saving J, H, 
wanted to speak with me, its said he wanted to back down 
on the position he had taken at supper d though I had 
been right about the matter, he felt that lots of people 
read the paper no more carefully than he and would carry away 
the same erroneous impression, Well, Lord what will be next,,. 


Rriday, September 7th, 1962, 


LMemorandum 1 

and a half inches of rain last night. Cloudy 
today with a bou 4 an inch mere is ”■ cning and the promise 
for a rainy weekend an 1 I don't mind at all. 

This afternoon about 2, j heard voices on the 
front gallery I be-took myself there from the 
opposite side of the hj se. Love Freeman, a Natchitoches 
character a nd old p a l of H a n' 3 , was there. I have 
perhaps seen him 3 ti .eS’tn’rly life which is 
precisely three times too many. He is one of those » 
nothing individuals, pretty much of a drunkard who lives by 
what source of revenue •nobody knows or cares who is 
received by nobody and who invari a bly greets me and everybody else 
he encounters as long lost buddies. 

He presented the lady ■accompanying him, — 

Nary Ln a des or ohateuer and married to a man named Hedges, -- 
tl.e came couple who purchased Ros a lyn /.swell's home. 

She is on the plump side, quite pleasant, sort of 60-ish 

and seemingly mere of a .'lew Orleans product th a n the 

Shreveport where she was born or'the Florida'/ where she has 

lived. She w a s bearing one of her r t * 2 . rr . cook books, 

already autographed for »«, -'he also had a calico cook book of mine 

she wanted me to autograph, T g a ve her a Melrose Plantation 

one to boot, 

He got started/ off bravely when she opined in what appeared to 
be a truly '/sire to be friendly by saying she had so longed 
to meet the man who she "just knew was such c character". My 
response was that I h a d, on my mart, heard of her as quite a character 
and it w c s fitting that the two should meet. 

As Mr, Freeman, before bringing her to Yucca, had already 
taken her through the big house amidst pointers, upstairs 
and down and the ..frican House without pointers, upstairs and 
down, I was gratefully relieved of providing a tour. Mt 
'dhey asked, if they might see-the inside of Yucca • might, 

I did notask them to sit down. J w’ a s happy when they said they 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 


V\ f . A [ 


119S0 


11981 


Stf € IJ 




4 


Sunday, September 9th, 1968. 


must hurry along, I did what I could to .. ssit them in that 
line of endeavor. She was most gracious in asking me to 
come to her home and suggested, when I said I seldom got 
up that way, that I telephone her. I made the most 
of the opening and assured her I should never think of calling 
on anyone without communicating with them in advanceIn 
parting, she spoke of Lyle whom she had know, she said, and opined 
I looked so much like Frans Blum, "didn't I think so". 

I said I-had never seen Frans Blum but often I felt like 
him. "But he is ^eadl she sclaimed in a n excited voice and in 
a subdued tone I a nswered : '"Yes, I know . " 

Jell, so huch for 1'ary I .ndes and I look forward 
with infinite pleasure never to see her again. 


it 


If ^aV's plane arrived at Jhreve oort at 3 this afternoon, 
is possible the P.egisters are home'. ~ven as was the case 
l a st weekend, so is the case this weekend, --the telephone 
completely out of orde filter e are one or two in-coming 
calls I ‘sho^ild welcome such as from Natalie but I am 
in no great rush 'todeflect my attention from 
^ flock yf little odds and end3 calling for <attention and 
if I don i get them done, I certainly can’t 
put the blame on Southern Bell. 

It's always good hearing from Helen. I thought 
she might find Hiss Willi a ms interesting but apparently she didn't 
extend the cont a ct beyond the telephone stage which is 
juite alright although I an a little disappointed. 

I w q s certainly surprised she got no closer than Yellowstone on 

her intended trip to Seattle but then things 

are always comparative and I again laugh in my beard when 

I think of the rejoicing : mong the scientists' when it is 

■zMteuncidythc ir rocket will come within nine 

thousand mt&e s of 7enu8 which, in the sa e breath, is a lot 

nearer than'I should car to come-. 


John 
spent the 
He enters 
semestre. 


Heinmi Venk is he,re for the night., after having 
ladWk£eVer.:l months at H a dison, Wisconsin in the college there 
the^ew rlcnns L. S. V. senior year this coming 
How the coming generation does get a bout. . 


Memorandum i K c 

Cur daily showers continue. It's difficult 
to keep envelopes unstuck a »d matches that will 
respond to coaxing. 

of IcutZrZ nil i*! * u * id1t V that is making ducks and drakes 

tr on throU9h 

who- called. I believe he and Kay and expected to 

.rive down from Shreveport Friday, following the arrival • 

of her plane around 3 o'clock. ut they didn't 

return to Natchitoches because it was late when tie n 7 mi* n *.*.* 

sKSTii'*; s jsi sr/Afzbs 

SSSZti'tn^} 8 ^\T ther hlur. Safi”15 P ir«Si 0M Aad 

Trituid* Z V , ep 7 J 9/ °- re u h V lu 39 age on still another plane, 

2 already m bed on Saturday night at home 

i the a Zam D Cn ' 11 £htu+ Vl ey hoped to see ™ Sunday night 

at the camp. Ahout 4 this a fternoon, however, he called 

3 rT'lL Jaym l SU11 Wunv Hred and accordingly they w ere all 
remaining m Pecan Park which I thought a n excellent idea. 

flowers, the the a tre tickets and everything . It dees die *3 
sevl jeod te feel the warmth ttatalte has ferltttle Mtel lee. 


save next Sunday afternoon for her a s 
re to relate details. .i» 

, cut °Sf by faulty connection, she did 
and naturally I w a nt to hear d 1 a bout * 


not 


Natalie asked me to 
she hopes to venture dgflB he 
our conversation which wm c 
mention Rome of SendoIfo and 

those places as they impressed her. She touched on reece onlv 

QeheralVyas 'she ’saw 'it. 


• • 
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she was disappointed ,in Versailles although she didn't 

say so. For some reason, known best to her and her hsk a nd, I suppose, 

they did net, as I had strongly urged, taken an electric train out 

tfpere , Instead, they went on a conducted binge, seeing only 

the big palace and a glimpse at the gardens without ever going on 

to the brand Trianon, the Petit or the Hameau, She said re- 

construction was going on in the big < palace, I 

gather it was on the same jaunt they made Maintenon, Chartres and so on which i 
must have been quite a day. 

In spite o/ the conducted Versailles et al doings, 
they seemed to have scant difficulty in traveling to St, bermain 
en-laye by train alone and although they of course didn't know it, 
going to Versailles ina3 simple as pie and much easier than 
St,Gcrmain-en-laye, Be that as it may, it is possible you 
ciready have more particulars c oncerning- all the above than do I, and 
following next Sunday's session, perhaps shall be able to pass 
along some more, 

I talked with Mr, 7/j. ker on the 'phone last even ng and 
with Hrs. Walker this morning,, or prhaps thi»e noon, 
since she reported having seen John and Thelma at 
church and John allowed as how he always believed in 
printing the news but felt it had taken a heap 

of courage to get the Klan business in Thursday edition. Everyone 
in town is talking a bout that issue and oddly enough many' 
people get the impression the Enterprise is favoring 
Klan-ism, A gent named E a ndry whom I know not rushed into 
the Enterprise office on Friday, bubbling over with en¬ 
thusiasm over Thursday's paper, declaring that up 
until Thursday he had been led to bcHevc the Walkers were 
in fa-'cr of segregation but now he realised ha was wrong and 
that they he' in'ced been on the "righ'" side all the time, 

M aosme the ■aforesaid lc.nd.ry, like many another, wqs persuaded- that 
any paper that would reproduce the manifesto must automatically be 
on the side of the racial bigots I find it a 
wonderful example of people reading into a p^der whctAhcy 
want to find there. Ope or two su^scripti onsma** tirm -cancelled 
as a result of the •"'I'lursdcy issue and one or kwo h&ve 

added, Wither anyone transacting such business kWSM&i* he was doing or not, 

I wculdn t know, - ' ■ \ •v* 

■Text week the Louisiana Press Association) —perhaps 
the women's deivisicn, meets in Lafayette or some such'place, 

"rs, "’alker is supposed to accept the Presidency but she de&lines end ants 
Margaret Dixon to take the office but the latter wants her 
to and so thegirls contend .. 



Monday, September 10th, 1PQS, 


Memorandum 

Humid, The sun 3hone all morning and at 1 o'clock 
the cotton pickers ventured into the cotton patch but within half an hour 
if was raining, --no great volume but just enough to knock e v^r''body 
out of the fields. 

And speaking of cotton, I must remark on how the g cthdrihg 
of th ’ crop hi\s proceeded this year. Nearly all the plnn+ers 
from town to and including Magnolia, hve decided to lean heavily 
on mechanical pickers this year. In view of the investment 
c mechanical contraption calls for, it lias 'can the custom of hie 
for Texas owners and. r- h.r.’c ’ '.ere to 

come with their :iacf into this area, concentrating first on one plantation 
tier., n the neat .id so on. Cotton plants must be free of 

leaves i^r the machine works properly. Pic ground must be 
.dry since the machine is heavy and cannot „f forward along the row if 
it is damp, 

n vie' r - ~f lhe heat, the cotton bolls spent l about a 
m: •th early Hits year, long before 'he Texas operators h: ? '"earned 
of coming to Louisiana, ■■■, pv. the cotton pickers o human design into 
the fields jid found he ’’.ad _ bountiful 1 /or supply, 
stemming from ether plan! cii ons up nd down the river, where \ 
nobody ivas it pick before the mechanical worker 

had h ' its go , J things, Cne couse juence of all this did in 3pite 

:f the mins, is the fact that the local plantation has the major 

Pari of its crop harvested by h nd in contrast to many of the 

other plantations which aven't even picked a boll, as yet, hen, too, 

hand picked cotton is c better grade than the mechanically picked 

staple since hand picking does no damage, that is tear fie fiber did always 

brings a higher price than the.other Mat c pity a having 

such excellent judgement in making money has none • i all in t king 

care of himself. 

Last • "aturday was Ipcn season for hunting pigeons, 

Ev-rybody with a gun goes into the fields where the birds are feeding 
and bags- what Jie can, many a sportsman having deep freezes, putting 


i 
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game on ice against Christmas when the eating of 

pigeon, like the lining on black eyed peas at Hew years, 

is considered good luck — for the eaters if not the eaten. 

rained oh Satu day morning or early afternoon and so 
nobody s tarted early because pigeons don't fly in the rain. ut it cleared 
in t he afternoon and i have no douubt there was much banging-bout 
'.he rarish . Mr. T a lker and IP, or 23 year old son were among the 
hungers and got two. One of my younger secretaries went by himself 
and got the same amount. 

More interested as I c n th c n in pigeons x is whether somebody 
mistook the big peacock for a white pigeon and brought him down. 

He didnappear for breakfast on Sunday morning and 
I haven t seen him since. Possibly the dog we-nt pigeon hunting. 

and 9 the* whit*c onT tkSrS U CLnother to attend to the peahen of color 


Two or three times over the years I have- received a lecture 
money and once more in the same place, --.over the coffee 


on squandering 


cups at 9 this morning, I received another . I 
tliat mine hostess had once presented her mama 
little old package containing whatever a priest 
needs wuen calling at the home of a communicant 
give commune. By its nature, it could 
readily be considered as a gift to a whole family 

it would he Just the thing to give . 

Christmas but, naturally, I didn't 
I mentioned to mine hostess that I 
little items and would she tell me 
She said she got hers wholesale and 


remembered 

with 30 me 


sort 


cf a 


to 


I thought 
the Williamses for 
mention their name when 
was in the market for one of the 
whence she obtained hers, 
that they were too expensive 


for 


me to buy, in fact, as she recalled, they were priced 
a.id five or six dollars and how was T getting along with 
.-iigrimagc preparations and was T going to invite one or another of 
hfr friends as hostesses in some of the buildings as in the past. 

And so, is the expression has it : that was that. 

+h. i 7 *, 1 ', 1 * 1 did . n>t J ahe l°ng through the 3 tore to learn the name of 
Wa * carrying the desired item and that, if I may.repeat myself, 

it seems to me the Guernsey lilies are at least a couple of 
wtftfifs in advance this year. Every rain makes more of them jump § ut 
cf - e g round so that the African House greenswards, front arid back, 
the moment along their borders. They will be gone before 
Pilgrimage, of course but the dark green of their leaves comin up 
as soonas they cease flowering will be pretty enough .“ 


Tuesday, September 11th, 19QS. 


Memorandum : 

Sort of 90-ish in heat and humidity but, 
remark a ble to {• elate, no rain today. 

I was enchanted to discover a pretty post card from 
little Miss Lee in today's post, inspired by one of 
my favorite bra a hing places in Lyme. I know the 
place mentioned where the grandifora was discovered but 
I don't remember it although it must have been there 

when last I passed that way. One, of these days 1 shall be receiving 

a card giving impressions of the returns ’ travelers. I 

have no don’t you may have found Natalie's husband a 

little on the 5 cent cigar side. Curiously enough a couple 

of drinks usu a lly turns him into a pre-college boy. Frankly 

I hol'd the thought Natalie may someday make another brand Tour 

either by herself or with some congenial soul like little 

Miss Lee and I think she would discover 

more soul satisfying, inspirational moments 

than she possibly could with her companion on the first w is around. 

Today's post also brought the folders covering this 
year's Pilgrimage. T haven t read one of them 
as yet and so assume it to be much like last year's. 

Ttiis, as all preceeding years in the folder section, ,was printed 

by Claries because Carmen takes cere of 

publicity. The Enterprise hasn't even been 

invited to bid on the job. I imagine 

Mrs. Talker will probably cut Pil rimage publicity to 

a fraction this year and 1 think 3he would be quite 

justified. Claries will also 

be given the°hristmas Festive!.programs to print, 

I a® sure. Carmen's j alousy of "rs .Talker 

and the improvement of The Enterprise leads Carmen 


are aflame a 
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Wednesday, September 12th, 1962. 


into the practice of lamentable short-comings. 

Just as unreasonable is Carmen's affection for me, it 
is said, for while she loves nothing better than 
to h V hold on anything, —and if she can't find aything, 
make up something to. fling The Six ter prise and 

everyone connected with k tt*excspt, of course, me. 

It is interesting to try figuring out such things 
if one likes to speculate on such matters 
end T do. My conclusion i3 that uihile Carmen 
likes me alright, at t’:c same time she has 
a feeling that I a m likely to add to her fame 
by one thing or another with which I am concerned 
and in which 3he has no finger, I shouldn't beat 
a ll surprised if that explains her courtesies to me, 
based primarily on the f_ct -'hat it is probably 
at least 51 percent interest on her pari in hoping 
t: '.ear trumpets o her fame blown from this quarter. Jell, 
she may keep right on listening. Liking or dis¬ 
liking may of course, be reasonable or unreasonable and 
to my way of thinking her dislike of the Enterprise and its 
staff and her liking for me are equally unreasonable, 

I am enclosing a letter from Starling Cook, together 
with i s envelope. The letter itself is arresting in 
that its account of the wedding suggests that sometimes 
truth is indeed more remarkable th a n almost anyone could dream up 
for fiction, Tie reason I am sending the envelope 
is to give you some notion as +o the i„pe of thing 
James has been doing Jn recent months. The 
design on the b _ck eft the envelope cannot 
be compared with thd beauty of the things James has 
brought into being merely by clipping from magasir.es 
and so arranging random slashes of p z per together 
as to make remarkable pictures, —folk dancers, 
masques and so on. He places iF-.sse on a canvas the 
same size as another canvas, 'oth of which he gives to 
the ertist who, in turn translates into oil p..ints the 
general feeling of the creation James has set forth and some of 
the results are really wonderful. Just throw away 
the Cook item as I do not want it b a ck ......... 


Memorandum: 

Fair, humid and no ron». 

I was perfectly delighted to find a letter 
from Lyme at the Post Office this morning. 

I am so happy to have your news items as covered in 
the first page where an interruption took me 
rway for a while and the secretary, prob a hly assuming, and 
quite justifiably, that I had prob$ly passed out, 
vanished. It goes without saying 

I am impatient to get on to the second and third pages. 

It is ..good to know there was peace in Lyme over the 
weekend. One can readily imagine how pleasant 
it would have been alia round', had the same condition o'tained 
a week earlier. 

I am especially impressed by the remarks 
concerning the Versailles visit which, oddly enough, 
seems to coincide with precisely the same notions as expressed 
in a recent memo from this vantage point, 

There will be other visits to Versailles and if only two or 
three make the visit, perhaps it will mean much more than 
did the initial go-round. At least there will be 
the unexplored sections of the two Trianons and the Enmeau.. 

Of course there is alweys the possibility that people 
especially interested in a place tend to people it with 
familiar charaters from other centuries and to give it 
an atmo_sph.fi rewhich is never dreamed of by the 
uninitiated.For people like little 

L'iss Lee and Lestan who vibrate normally enough wherer in 
the 17th, 18th or, 20th century, such . places are 
so familiar, whether visited before or not, that one feels 
right at home in such geographic and calendar settings • 

It ell somehow reminds me of a young," hard boiled 
medical student which whom ^ iocs discussing 
Psychiatry. I had thrown our the statement 
tiiat I thought intuition played a large factor in 
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tnlrt,* e ni r 5? l! i ce Ps Vc hi °*ry. She budding 
snorted at that and Wanted to know what 


... _ zi . - . - — u. v* 1/1/ fl 11 U uj rniin-n r }\ 

?? :* e J' a AJ l i ard ** alright but didn' 


„ graduate 
intuition 


t believe 


it ever existed. Cue thing was certain - hm 


tnqutr.V^L^TinTeri T.Z 9 rff aV ’ t "'“Vi 3 calUi h " *° 

• : S 

j Git h which is certainly at 7 thn+ V o 

« rfir "sws: ssrA: i^ aU - 

v/j. 

' ZTe'r oT* 3 J ’ 0tS ™ St ‘L 3 f " tHat 

on her getting involved in building. 

ELSSiS r t'*‘ *• 

°VrVi 

50 nuoft 

“ ”* e r "Hnia 

mix-up 3 ^ w' p "m^; i/\r« e r e d«''di‘s*t’‘ S<,d “ tta * 

»=»» «»<* «.»« *, lT<ioX c a out'i?..z i ’ r the :M 


11989 


•TTiurs ay, September lZth, 2962. 


the 


Memorandum: 

7air and remarkably humid.- 

It was so wonderful to have the balance of 
t, e 3 rand letter from Lyme to sat my d-y in just 
the proper delight of spirit. I am so glad you 
mentioned additional particulars about Como." I hoi* 
thought you may be able to round up the book on 
the subject you mentioned. Sometime, should you e ver • 
chance to find yourself in the Public Library\ it might be inter, <*t inn 
' ™ -hrough a catalogue on the Italian lakes. I fmve no reason "* 
for assuming anything a bout the subject but I feel instinctively 
l h JZ‘yy *»<«»«» 'Ttr^'lpuur.sufg m,nlgrap hs V 
compiled on Como and i s environs. Somewhere, too far b-ok 
^ bring out into clarity, it seems tc me I have 
turned through q volume written in the 1880's on the 

S A J J+ tu / ?S n *? r ? c ® 22 V t,lc book u as 2 compilation 
/. ° n all the lakes in German, Swiss a nd Italian valleys 

&kt ctjr n *Tl 1 CrSa I r iS 5* WaS ^lustuely devoted to “ 

, 333713 to ®« in.retrospect that I was trying 

''nl 1 ' 0 * l ne trave i s y one or another Renaissance traveler\ 
fma references to he region in their diaries. As 
- recall, and it may well be that 1 cooked the whole thine 
up m my wishing, that the book devoted itself to various'' 

properties giving on the water and comipiled brief abstracts of e -h 
property. Such - hne>k »«*>.7-» h. V. . _ , J . . 3 


to 

hspin ; 


te 


KEJj'i. “ *•* «*«w * « *rv WnAmjiri&Z' 

e de rs . .at it would nevr have any sale-but, for people 
°° cur urn °J nine, it was a gem for endless reference. As 

matters is limited 
'.ything coming r.y 


my contacts .with people 
you mag be sure I shell 

ioay and shall be in +he 7th he-v*n c delight !' 
some ... mg :o ,a.s up -- may share together in cur mut"-’’ 
enthusiasm on the subject. 


in+ereste lin such 
p-y attention to 
~th he vn c 


you know, 
but ■ 


77. 


- r +t 


2 CO.. 


i *j 


w ' w ^ C c */ # 

a' 1 -’-5 for mentioning the missing Hay 
Snterprisa .1 ~m sure 1 shill he 'Sc 
'"ith:u ’few •days “i 


88th issue 


•» 7 
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'Jy day has been c busy r.ie ni with_l quite pleasant, 
d was happy t 9 learn the big peacock Is in Ihe land of the living, 
h civ.y fl own across the river where, 1 believe, the .'forcin' c 
pro, cavity for saying things, have the bird horsed in a chicken coop. I 
shell send a pickup truck over to gat the bird on the morrow or 
possibly 1 shall go myself. If they had left the bird in the open, 

I think ho would have flown back the same day, especially as the other 
peacocks have been calling him. 


7a,t!:er Jalahan and lather Hcllrcy cpme to see me this 
afternoon and I enfeyeda pleabani soci 1 hour with them although I did be - 
grudge tie 'me spent thus as d "~3 clean the chapel and wa'-ted to 
finish same _ before' night descended. I didn't know until they told 
me that Father C'alcihan broke his arm a second time this Spring when 
visiting at .'.very Island and Admiral and Mrs, Ringle 
did the patching on the broken arm until hospito.liza- 
tten could be effected. JavieS c.me while the Reverend 
Fathers were '.ere and itvas silvery pleasant chatting together. 

I. 1. " illard called. She'decided to leave 
last wee'end for BatonRougc. by train, driving o sr i' Calrence 
and parking her car there, flagging down the train which 
stops only on signal and then proceeding south. On arriving, 
she ' phoned a railr 6d official, asking preci sely when the 
train would arrive. He told her and reported it on time. Fearing 
her haw-kerchief wouldn t be adqu^ate to w ave 
as a signal, she opened her tra cling bag, extracted a 
slip- and then, foolishly, thought she would check on the 
train again. She called the same official s:»d as 
he answered a roar burst upon the neighborhood 'of I. S. 7 ,’s 
phone booth. It ms the train rushing past at 70 miles an hour and kept ri 
Q-’ ng, nat rally, j he + ravels to • r irigina Beach next week and 
early in October goes on to Washington and Hew York., pi ning to get 
l a ck here a day befoore she is expected to receive at Ghana on 
October 15th. the moon is 

lovely tonightaw’ I think I shall take a tall glass and Re¬ 
take myself to Ghana s bench with the two black cats for -:> 
hour of communion in sprit with you know whom . 


Friday, September 14th, 2965. 


Memorandum: 


-■ai”. Temperature and humidity staggeringaround in the upper 90’s, 


1 an perfectly delighted with oil I have seen in the 
large envelope arriving by today’s post. nfortunately 
circumstai ces prevented me from turning to the mail until 
Cv-'Sr dark so that I shall have to await the dawn's 
early light before absorbing the full measure o their 
excel!enee since artificial light somehow conceals 
some details which are perfectly clear in t he smoother light 
-j -awn. i am -’ J el ighted to have the whole collection and 
several o my friends are going to find the silver pheasant of particular 
interest. ihc composition of the man with thcbunch of bananas 
is -..ouni to find a place where I can enjoy it a t a glance a dozen times 
l .e wnole layout is so excellent and the subject matter so in tune with 
local plants and helpers, I shall not be the or.ly one to 
J i nd no end of pleasure in. it and I have a feeling 
james will be trying to get the artist to try her hand at 
something of the sort one of these days. . 


a da 


Hie big peacock hasn't come home as yet but d reckon 

h e making it one of these days. .The grapevine reports 


he will ^ _ _ 

thdt about 6 o'clock this morning, J. H. sent 
7 or 8 h 0 ys across the river in 
a tricl with instructions to locate the peacock end bring him 
b a cf to me.. Gf course, J. E. 

brr.ows nothing a bout peacocks and doesn't realize that - 
H.e male birds sledom if ever put in'an appearance before 
“ - r dO o clock when, as at present, the morning 

a7 l e . 30 ’• e c.vy. I h-ve always assumed that the male 
_.r.s ..inger on in bed, not because they are sleepy but simply 
because Fiay pref-r not to drag their trains tkhough the 
mois .-re on every blade of grass that soaksany lady's or gentleman's 
train if two steps are taken before the sun has dried 
off the dew . 


know 

a bout' the 
wanted to 
Bui since 


The yout> s that he 
just as much about 
folks ways of 
s urprise me by 


sent to round up the bird 
the Ways pf c peacock as.I know 
a whale. I suppose j". H. 
sending the bird to me unannounced. 


the harum-scarum boys he sent couldn t get within 
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Sunday, September 16th, 1968. 


yards of the bird and since tie bird 
eating cut of my hand t it wculd seem 
° • "• would have been better advised 
the safari only after consultation. 


is 

as 

ij 

<7 


accustomed 
though 
he h a d 
course 


to 


came back in a couple of hours, reporting they 
see the bird, let alone catch him. Perhaps the 
under his own steam this weekend. 


undertaken 
the boys 

hadn't even been able 
hird will mosey back 


to 

home 


his 


£ became a grandather again twelve times this 
afternoon, --bdiiies atop the armoir, 

i?J?*. a U T ! ‘r ar(l !*« li * tu <"*«» P«»P‘»PW «*v mrgti Jtti* 

t ieir Snells, I sent word to Clement, the 

carpenter, who has keen working with the p infers at the bin house. 

littlVnrVi ? P*f<we grove half way between here and Little “iver and 

Hr 1\ 9 l * hcard - Sx ? the local Canties and has been ur.-i„n 

m,s+ P K G ^i 9 Jl a * pGlr S V her Srom Toni 9 ht little girl “ " 

^ flighted since her pap~ carried home the f-mily in the 

TclenTf Tf c}%ifiHgT ed ^ Mchin ^ -»«»« * "tie and her whole 

— ° f u ° —»*** 
vast* 5/ fUwa * n •^ 

* the Wa V things. Still , if its frangrance " 

-njsrc on little, you may be able, with the help of 
onsi '3r ■ le imagination, to guess how deli 1 1 ful \ts 


c.rom : *ic sweetness perfumes the C-h a na garden where 
parterre is bordered with it so that e a ch passing 


aepher picks 
stirring. I 
I put a leaf 
wit' a slice 


it up and waft 3 it 
may have mentioned 
of it in ice Pender 
of 2c n, make quite 


which ever way 
that sometimes 


the 


Lee 


f tea end when 
'dec 7 ' 7 


eve ry 

wind may 
combined 


be 


c brew 


Uemorandumi 

The heat and humidity continue , but, except for 
a brief shower Saturday afternoon, clear skies have 
been the order of the weekend. 

I was happy when T he big peacock decided 
onSaturday morning that his visit across the river had lasted 
long enough and he flew b a ck to this side, landing 
in a tangle of bushes and vines on the margin of the river 
behind Pug a bou s house. J. H.'s crew that had gone 
to capture him returned empty handed, of course''. They searched 
the brambles on this 3ide of the river but couldn’t find him 
and most certa nly couldn’t h a ve caught him, had they ever 
sighted him. Eventually the peacock decided to walk home 
■ L nd got as far as the garage where Charlie Turner picked him 
up and brought him to me. He spent the balance 
of the day with his associates in the wire ei^losure, looking 
a little the worse for wear in the wkc of his adventures abroad. 
This morning I turned them out into the gourd garden 
where they could readily step into the Ghana dep rtment 
which they all seem to like. Ml afternoon, or at least 
whenever - chanced to be in that area, the prodigal 3 on 
was busy as a bee chasing the white guinea while the 
ladies peacocks went on with their business, not bothering 
to glance in the direction of the scufflers. 

James and Kay stopped in c bout 2:8 this afternoon. 

Ihey had come down to spend the afternoon and ,koped 
I would join them to sup there. But Kay wasn t feeling too 
robust and.after arriving, they decided they might return 
to town. As Ora had asked me to_ save this afternoon for her, 

I was glad the decks which I had made it a point to keep clear 
from other quarters, would be equally free from 
entanglements from this segment. 


•late 


U *71 


' Q i 1Ud e vh ■ hu wer * ,jj »s £ - s^stp -nd to 

L t ‘ 2 $ 3 i DW an ^hcnted i.ary L.ndes Hodges had beer 
'i • ? : i T Vl3ii to Melrose, hew much IS. L. H. 'is- 
..iked ■the Talkers and their Enterprise , -fc. -tr r .- 77 

~ ro ' ;Elker promptly, having heard the* IS. L*. H. had ask id Ira.TMker 
' 0 " sr to Louisiana Kress Kornev's meeting in Laf^yettex' 

or where ever this weekend so that she might "f-r ~t" to suDull 
transportation and therefore be out of ea*shc/of*tU ll S .*tU' 4 aret Dixon 

is year's - residency of ,-phc organization and thu 


has consented to accept this y 


rs. Walker _ y r's breather bef re sh 


- -}ay of .tin 
nke up the 


Ju 


realization 


us gun 


1 t ought Kay looked quite well. She remained in 
the car and J. H., passing that way, congratuMLjpd her on her 
appearance and asked why she and James didn't^eeme down for 
'inner. She said there was little point in her going out to 
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dine as she couldn't eat anything, J, H, countered by saying 
with a laugh that that was just the kind of dinner guests"that 
were always the most popular, 

.4s Crc. inclines to a> ns ar early in the a fternoon when 
he gets down this way, I felt impelled to m 

inquire n bout her intentions when it got -to be 3:30. Her son 

answered the ’phone and said she was in Many and would return ebeut 

6:30. I reckon she has had so many appointments 

since her return that she got her calendar mixed up a 

bit, I hope what she wanted to see me about was 

the article The Enterprise asked her to do, 

,s the old adage has it: it's an ill wind that 
doesn t blow somebody good, Goerge Harris, a rascal if there 
ever was one, was turned out of Angola and appeared 
at his wife's home - hard by the -~elrose bridge one day 
this week ,1 _shall wrop a line to Margaret Dixon about 
his case. According to George, —I believe nothing 
he says, but there might be something in his story, 
he was turned out of prison six or eight months before his 
sentence had run out. One can secure a parole but George 
h c s refused a parole because when he got out of prison, 
he didn t want to have to report to ai yone for the 
ensuing months and that I cax understand, knowing George, 

But theState has cut.down on prison f unds in the present Jimmy 
D a vis budget c ?id since George didn twant t to get 
out on parole and since he swars he doe3n t know who signed 
his parole papers, one might conclude the State is find¬ 
ing it convenient to turn out prisoners before their terms have 
expire in order to make room for newly sentenced ones. 

If t is turns out to be the case, la &ixon can do something 
with it as she is rather well known for her courage in 
pointing up chicanery in the present Administration, 

If my conjecture proves correct, the news of this 
practice will merely add new headlines and will achieve nothing 
* nee tiie legislature will readily enact new laws to 
cover such irregularities, Still, it seems to 
me the public ojtyjJkto be advjsed if the Administration 
is breaking lawsXr order todivert more operational 
funds from pu lie use into their own pockets. 

The great clusters of butterfly lilies along 
the front gallery seem heavier with perfume tonight 
than I can remember of any evening this season• 

This single one w 11 serve to suggest the fragrance,,,. 


Monday, September 17th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

A little on the warm side, c bit on the cloudy side 
and humidity spilling wholesale a ll around, 

I turned the big peacock out of the netting enclosure 
around 5 o'clock tonight after he had remained therein for 
his cooling off period for a day. Five minutes later I 
S.jsaw him in company with the white guinea, the latter 
m a king a greatJmpcket but the peacock acting much more civilized 
that formerly 

There seems to have been a d a b of scuffling going on 
over the weekend but, sc far as I know, it was all more or 
less confined to a single family, 

I guess the McKinley Browns have five or six children, _ 

three boys and two or three girls. The eldest boy went to 
Angola a year or so ago when he shot Frog amidships with 
a shotgun, lhat takes care of one youth. 

On Saturday night the next elder or rattier next younger boy, 
perhaps around 20, tried his hand at breaking up sovie 
furniture and got a lift by the Sheriff to the jail 
in town, 

» 

About 10 o'clock the thrid youth, perhaps 17, passed this 
way, hoping to find a drink but it was obvious 
he had already had more thtfi he could manage successfully, 

'•'bile we were at dinner across the fence, we were interrupted 
whe . the boy's mama, --Log aid Peter's sister, came 
to ask if J, !, would send for the dice as the youngest 
o her 3 ons was threatening to whip his papa• J, H, 
thought it better to ; wait c wliile and see how things turned, 

Ihi3 morning the boy jumped on his p a pc again and 
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tried choking him. One of the girls,. chancing to witness the doings, 
ran to the cotton field and summoned her mama who 
returned home to find her husband, a heart patient, sitting 
on the steps of the c c bin crying and the boy was 
inside the house making a racket. /Sue? so the mam c aQa n 
journeyed up this way from her home below the spillwa , asking 
J • S, to c a ll theSheriff which the merchent~pl a n ter did forth¬ 
with, the mam a returning home and J. H. heading out -» 
for new Orleans and the long Arm of the Law ^ 

heading down this w a y from town to pick up the aforesaid 
youth which they did indeed do so that the two younger brothers 
have comp&iy in the town jail at present and their elder brother 
hold the fort at Angola • 

l 9 nP 0U i s said to have worked a few days last week on 
LittleLva plantation, watering young pecan trees and noting 
those that expired during the recent drought. It 
seems odd, in view of the continuing dtfnpness we have been 
receiving of late, that the watering o anything except Fugabou 
would be recommend a ble • Something tells me Little 
F’Ja as a job voill play out for Fug a bou before he really gets 
started. I guess he must think so,too, since he hasn^t 
done anything c bout moving from his lifetime home 
at tliis bend of the river. 

1 wish the _ candlegbra or candle tree o r whatever it is called 
would slow up a little so that it might be at its pink of 
perfection a month hence although I shall beable to 
enjoy the pretty yellow Candle-like blossoms for a 
solid month at least even though the plan s may not look 
quite so t crisp at Pil rimage time a s they do now. ^s I 
recall, however, L believe the blossoms tend to lest for six 
or eight wec' r s so they will probably be pretty enough, 

~t C &i Uo hlep chuckling at the size about a dozen of^^ese in 
the hana section have attained, —well over my he~d 
as pert as they a re pretty. And the reason I cannot help 
giggling is bc-ause, every day on my way to the Post Office, 

I pass others across the fence, purchased as young plants 
at the same time as the^hana ones, enc 7 the across the fence ones aren't 
l cIf t-11 or luxuriant although they locked the sturdier 
when planted. Fie last shall be first, apparently, 
the candleabrc plant section, it woul’ seem..... 


m 
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lues 




: 

Fa ir. 



he 


l).e mention of Pilgrimage reminds me of a tele 
~_ .es had to tell when he dropped in for a few minutes 


at 2;30 ^odc'J* die reported that 
I. 3. t'Ula rd had departed for the 


; cs* coast and, had been 


by P-’ccn Park for a prolonged session before 
her 'epartvrs* He said she had tried to 
persuade Icy to have an j:te helium costume made 
and help her freceive at Ghana • I was never 
more astonished. Verily, I. 3. ■illard must have 
some mental japs and is able to'skip from one edge 
same to the other without ever bothering to think \ 
involved if others ware *: attempt to follow her. 


n the first place, it is difficult for me to imagine 
a la^y in l.oop-sktrts moseying about in crutches. 

In the second place, it is usually the custom for 
residents of a place to invite receptionists. In m 
I. 5. 7.’s case, when she told me she knew some young girls 
who,might help her, I s id go ahead. In tj^ first p^ace, I 
don t know the younger generation and felt I. 3.”'. did. 

It never occured to me to mention' Kay's name since 
she tires very easily and it is beyond my imagination to 
picture her trying to receive five hundred 
people two afternoons in succession. 

/ 

Tlict she should have thought of Kay to 
lend her a hand C.$,?baiic was one thing but it seemed to be 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. $f1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11999 


11993 


Wednesday, September 19th, 1968 . 


7 uite other when Kay had declined on grounds that liana 
was small and the retiring section somewhat remote. I. S. 

T, t howeverj was net daunted by that but said that they 
could forget a ll bout Ghana and.that K a y could cssist Celeste at 
the big house. Like everybody else, Celeste makes 
arrangements for her assistants on her own hook a nd how I. S.T. 
woul'~’ ever dream of adding a lady on crutches to that set-up, I 
cannot imagine. arr.es pointed out at that 

point, that as Kay■sometimes h~d to retire to a convenient bathroom 
rather more frequently than the average person and that as 
all the bath rooms in the big house were on the second floor, 
such considerations were to be taken into ccount . 

1. 3. S'. said that she would be glad to assist Kay 

up and down the steps. Wiat would be t going on at 

Ghana during such operations, she didn't say. The whole 

tiling struck me as being so incredible that L could 

not believe my ears. If diybc'y knows Kay's 

problems, it is I. S. V, a,nd how she should ever 

think of trying to engineer such a plan, I cannot imagine. 


Humor has it that, on another front, that Sister 
is taking what is described as a "refresher"course at some 
college in Shreveport and has been promised a job at 
the conclusion of the course. I think the semestre 
runs through the ^ela»ce of this year. Of course 
I am delighted to learn she has something to do o keep.her busy 
but am puzzled in trying tcr-f.igure out what 

sort of a job she could be promised and how, once landed, it could 
be held or more then a day. Somebody has a headache ahead and may 
the person be fortified with endless pills for such 
a malady. 

% g - 

I heve to do some work on this machine whic^i I hope I may finishs 
early 30 I may listen in to Eassachuetts primiry Yeturns. 

Fortunately, I can get a Boston station clearly . . 


Uemeranduni 


A beautiful day with the pre-dawn heurs sufficiently 
os si ts make a sheetfeel oenfsrtable • 

■ r . . ' «S- s 'ill: e. ~ : ■ • I 

Lsng be ft re spentng the enuelepe esntaining this 
mens yen undeubtedlv nsted with relief thgt a new 
ribbsn fren little Miss Lee had been -laced up 8 en this 
»ock<n«. I caught a glimpse ef Pat at the stars, 
thisafternsan and immediatelyengaged his services • 

J talked with hatalie at 6 this evening • t 

She had first T£_live jerfenanoes this afternsan, — 

a»d i)e ether half a» hear sr as fellswing 
the first . Abeut 685 osllege students in different olass reams 
had received her lecture whioh, aoosrding ts all reperte, went 
•If as smeethly a s 02 yen 9 oeuld imagine • She said she 
talked a little fast during the first lect^e and, te her 
censternatien at its osnolusisn, discevered she still 
had 15 minutes ef tine unusued, &he accerdtngly inprevised 
during the balanoe ef the tine and it all cane eut neatly eneugh. 
She preoeeded nere slewly en the ascend breadoaet and used 
the blaokbeard te stress paints and the oeverage cane eut 
■7“®* •* desk • She seemed happy that her initial 

effert h a d ebvieusly turned'eut te everyene's saltsf a otien 
including her eion. 

_ - . 

The >uasen I c ailed her was te find eut definitely 
if she expeoted te receive at Iuoca during Pilgrinage. 

She said she expeoted te and I was relieved, it seens 
that Pat and Juanita A. have a feetb a ll appointment in BatenReuge 
W0 * k0ttd and . a pigskin scuffle is nere J inpertant than 
a Pilgrimage m Ann and Jack Jritten have an appeintment t» ■*> 
in Lafayette er seme suoh plaoe and the Walkm think they 
are geing senewhere that weakend. I wanted te fill in 
these gaps and at the same tine make suck arrangements as te 
have assistant hestesses sleeted by, the regular hestesses se that 
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P. 3 . 

I ferget te §ay in all teday's deings, 
the pestma n t being ahead ef schedule, getaway 
be/ere I drepped yeaterday'a name in the bex.... 


12001 






P* 0 *l e aaaeoiatad with the different greups will 
oenatitute an harmenieusoellectian ef eeunterparts. 

• £ 1 .}•* #r C ' j. " « * i r : 

„ 1 aak semebedy whe knews mere a beut r a die receiving seta 

f reeeptien en each instruments vary in places picked us the 
... Jrtik tt, I May k“v» mUuA/i V'/.r/iklt 

my present naokine, fer example, —altkeugh 1 never befere 
had ene that did se, --has a way ef picking up seme 
Beaten statien with remark a ble clarity. -Jmuch dearer .fer 
example, than any ef the majer Hew Yerl stotiene. Be that 

a l*l cha l oed ***• »*«**•» last night when oaating 

abeut far Massachusetts primary eleotien return* and. it aees^mitheu 
liZ**!’ 1 TOa flighted with all I had te hear. Verily 9 

th * B aV 3tata *• be aengratulated in h a oina 
dil ° a l tdid a1jea fer an effice, either ene ef Xhem weuld 9 

illPilSi**** <*" d oiviliaed.behaveir inVashingten ae their 
Sent a eri a l representative, fer beth Kennedy and Ledge, 

I assume, are passed ef attributes tee eften feund but so n ntilv 
in tee many o a ndidatestn either ef the majer parites. 9 

9 

if * ah Tafts g a ve mere det a ils a beut the Repu lioan 
and Demeoratio oenventiens in Buffale and Syracuse. 

aeaune the present Havener will be re-elected in ffevernhmi- 
and I like Mr. Heokefeller even tf I den't subscribe much 

VXLWS*'". h0lder in hia Republican Party. • 

th?s«ndlA V ' U * 9 fr* Xergsnthau. I haven’t even hea d 

the candidates names ef either Party fer the 

Lieutenant &eve.rner s pest. I a 9sume the. Demecrats eught te 

dne^tht 8 Ouu V9t9 7 9e ^*\ n9, tiokat the*mpire State eleoterate 

smoe the &ubernaterial candidate is, I suave se. 

l ke A Vll neV 0enaral candidate a negre. In view 

v. ft id in Vr i he i e ra i*i tn * th j stau > th • uoka * •*** 

t» find a let ef b a ckers but, fertunately, a let ef ' ' ' 

nVH* 5" ? n,tad states' den t ve*e aleng racial lines 

On th« last Oubernaterial ge-reund in Leuisiana a let " 

•/ Baptists wild fer Jimmy Davis, they said, beeause 

wish tkm^had 9 * t heV Ji a n 9 { 9ng 9in ° 0 expressed the 
wish they had veted fer theCatKelio Merrisen . 




Mit ..» in i in.--.3fx® II: te firri 

bX*)«o i .wel• is. 

® 8 *V l .U QiU Thursday, September 20 th, 1962. 

-’1 ivi $ tt- ?.(• eit %•>: r- • - 

. cB*.e c * r i 4 A eft 


■ -.tit !• 'rci> -.9 ■. - 1 - 1 Z *fr !'■ -.1 

Heme rand urn: , t 

s , 

Beautiful weather and a gain sufficiently cee X 
y,after sundewn te give ene sufficient xip te attaok 
the ensuing day with guste. 

uAt •• t ft ..r-. - *»■*! v*- 

And speahing ef xip, I needed plenty ef it fen a .hurly- 
burly merning that seemed te have a littlsybit ef everything 
in it that must have made me appear like a chicken dancing 
en a het griddle. v ' ■ r.' a. * ^ 


/ 


. t-O "8 s°. BC, lit 9. 

I get things geing early by turning the heuse upside 
dewn te give at ^1 east a part ef it a thereugh cleaning. 
Batalie called at 7*30 te say she had oantaeted Brs. Hendricks 
whe expressed herself as entranced at the prespect 
m* ef receiving in my beudeir during Pilgrimage but 
since Thelma had aL ready asured Mrs. Hendricks she weuld be 
needed te grace the eld Lemes Heuse, and since beth 
Batalie a nd la Hendricks have . Thelma's husband as President 
a nd bees,—Mrs. Hendrieks being assistant de a n ef wemen, 
i It weuld be necessary te get Thelma's relate ef the 
lady frem the Lempe ptatien. I feund,. t 

that easy eneugh by simply sailing Thelma and 
telling her I u> a nted ene ef her gals te which she 
agreed premptly and with grace. But Thelma 
is. difficult te detach frem a tplephene and what with 
a dexen things peeking en my merning agenda, it 
w a s quite a while befere I ceuld get axtag -.. She 
wanted te tell me endless things, including an 
aoeeunt ef her eld Lemmse Hysterical t 

Ladies beard meeting yesterday. Ameng 
y ether things the Beard was te give three theusand dell are 
te a a ew Orleans architect, Wilsen, l believe, te 
draw up plans fer the recenstructien ef the 
eriginal Fert. That^ eught te please ceusin n • 

Sugene a* it weuld undeubtedly please anybedy whese 
pet prejemt get a three theusand dellar handeut*.. As. I 
a m mere i&erested in s a ving frem destruetian ante bell u* 
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buildings still extant but Uttering en the verge ef 
destruetien, I oeuld fulminate a beut slinging 
Pilgrimage sash en buildtng anew something whese 
n ppearanee ns sne knows anything a beut but I'm 
net geing te make a peep, 


Friday, September Slst, 1968, 


Uemerandum . t ( »• 


One $f Earl Merris ' deputies had an appeintment 
te bring seme Enid, Oklahema peeple here fer a 9 e'eleek 
go-round this merning, With all I had simmering en the 
fire, 1 was preveked te be kept waiting half & hour, 

The peeple were grand but there was ene point they oertai.ily 
get oenfused a beut. After I.had pushed them eut ef the 
frent gate, they repaired te thestere where they eneeuntered 
J, H, ahem they teld ef their enchantment at what they 
b_d seen and kew they had been delighted with the 
primitive pietures I had painted in Ghana, At Just 
that mement the artist heve inte sight -and the identity ef 
the deer was set straight, 

v. ■ 3‘ • ^£•. •* • I'i.i • i 

. Jaames oame te see me at 1 e'oleak, bearing 
what, feels te be a oeuple ef grand eantelepe, 
spelled, 1 knew net hew, and seme shrimp oeektail that 
leeks mighty premising, He reperts Kay is ’ 
quite tired frem the. heat treatments she is 
taking three times during the current week and ■ 

K then resuming in nevember, 

, "I * r. * -• * (- VitT M8 . — % '*r 

Seme where al eng the line during the merning, between 
hep, skip and Jump, I bumped inte J, H, whe 
reverted te a typieal gestures 

*»'e i el:'.j • » ai'o •’icr- a. Melt's 

"Oh, by the way, if -there is aiything yeu want 

te have painted at Tucek, have the painters do it . 

Anything yeu. think should be painted might Just as well 
be dene »»»•••*••••* * • ~ 

• :• ila«i 8a a if:', a aa It®* «: hatr.c 

Well, the bathreem needed painting and still needs 
it but what with Pilgrimage crowding up en mm, I 
a meat certainly am net geing through the rigers ef all that 
sueh a n operation weuld entail at this late'date. 

Why it eeuldn t have been dene when the place was 
being painted in the ether sections, I shall never knew 
but I a a quite certain it tan t geing te have a geing ever 
now,,,,,+,,* r l’• 

iisi ft - • •>; «: * “.a-. *Wn. ** if 


Beautiful weather and ceel eneugh at breakfast time 
fer a leng sleeve shtrtand warm eneugh by 20 te 
discard in f a v*r ef a shert sleeve ene, 

\lu" 8<« H : 8T iir'i Ji'ail O' 6i 84 it- r a 

This merning I heard the hum ef the mechanieal 
cetten picker off beyond the b a mbee hedge,. Seme 
plmntatiens have their ewn mechanical ce ntraptiens but 
Heiress has neqer invested the fifteen theuaand dellara er whatever 
it casts, making use instead ef a migratery 
t machine whese ewner .brings it ever frem Beaument 

er seme such place in seuth Texas, I suppese <, 

there are several reasens fer the lesal plan tatien 

net investing in ene, the primary reasen being the 

desire en the part ef the nerchent-planter te prevtde 

sufficient werk fer lee a l families te induce them 

te stay en the place and se be present when pecan 

harvest gets under way, A State law ferbids the 

empleyment ef seheel children fer cetten picking during 

the five soheel days ef the week and yesterday an 

enforcement feund feur er five children busy with .the lint 

•n a neighboring small farm, ewned by semebedy 

ef color, I believe there is a fairly s tiff fine 

fer breaking this particular law and I think 

that is prebably a geed idea since it is preb a bly the enly way 

children weuld get such scheeling before t 

Christmas, - . - 

t • . ’ . s* iiii N ; -TSB'iA a. ■ 

And speaking ef the law, the yeuth whe took 
Carrie fer a ride a couple of months b a ek is still 
in Jail but trying te get eut . *,t the time 

it was said he raped- dprrie but t^e word had 
the European meaning ef „bdueting rather than a sex act as 
the me a ning seems te be in American parlance. The parents 
ef the yeuth are trying te get Carrie te d rep the prosecution 
ef the case but Carrie s *m insists she needs a five hundred dollar 
balm te seeth her distress ever the iuoident and that 
otherwise the case will have te be pushed. Whether 
five hundred dellara means anything te the wacky yeuth involved er 
net, I weuldh t kneen.but prebably his parents who will have 
‘TBbno -sJt. e mv hi oat 

ACbi ji-.a liot* a.uto 0 eo- »*'£< »8« a*' 84 a- V 

o ta «j f,aaa .» % ssm.s. jus .1 


08 3 4 
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bad. 
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jay »i22 have seme ideas en that peint. 

Mrs, Walker sailed this e vening te ask me te 
check en a ceuple ef peinta severing captiens 
supplied her by the Hysterical Ladies cevering scripts 
t# be supplied 15 er 20 newspapers in the **ulf 
States area severing the t»ur. When that had 
been taken care ef,.she nentiened she had Just 
theught ef a nsthedej retaining the little red scheel heuses 
o« r #s« the natien which, in such large measure, have been 
gb a ndened fer ene single big seheel, the pupils ef which 
\%ve U be transperted fer miles te attend. The ride isn t 
it is said, but se eften children under this arrangement 

nn+h*!* h l Me d <tV ireak and <*•»'* baok heme 

until after dark. Mrs .Walker sags she in geing te 
invite Jehn and x helma and Spperintendent ef 
So , h9 * 19 0ri ffin and wife te dine en deve ene ef these 
nights and suggest that the leeal eellege 
•aheld spenser a n effert te h a ve the mere remete 
little seheels made use ef the olesed circuit 
II ina 1;™o*t**»Moh 'latalie has this week initiated fer 
the eellege. Whether the methed weuld be successful 
!![*•* ia 9 thing that has te be, tried te determine, but 
in the mean time it weuld preside //erthwe stern with seme 
excellent natienal publicity in educatienal circles and 
a»nc« the pregr a m is already funetiening at 

i 9 i leg9 \ 9U 9 ht te be cenparatiely easy te e xtend it 
eut-lymg seheels. It will be interesting te • 

see hew the Kyser-riffin reactien turns eut te such a 
reoemnendatien. / 

_ ttti* ' : i • M -s’.- . * f 

I intended mentiening yesterday hew happy I was te be able te 
share with James the splendid clippings, —-the pietertdL items 
received earlier frem littlt,Miss Lee. 

ti0 ^ mrl V interested in the repreduetien ef the primitive 
murals and the pheasants and feund the repreduetien ef 
the man carrying the b a n a n a s just grand, even as 1 had 
already feund them. 

the »tlVh $< ! V +Z a i id G9V9rn * r Barnett's sister was buried 

the same day this week the u everner flew te Oxferd, Miss.. 

tf \ 9 celered yeuth access te the university, j didn't 
hear abeut the death ef the Qeverner's sister and wender 

It initial.* Wh * waa here a whil9 back ™<*»as a# asteniehed 
at evidences ef negre success in establishing a 
plantatien ecenemy. . * 


* 


Sunday, 23rd, 1962. 


Memerandumi 


TJ • «: 




*t ■ 




■i r - .t i 


te 




He 


SCI 




Octeber's bright blue weather is already upen ua, — 
cleudless skies, pleasantly warm in the daylight heurs. 
pleasantly ceel at night. - * 

lbs registers earns this way tkisafternAI theught 
K a y leeked unusually well but semehew get the 4 9 

impressien she isn t meving with as muck faeilityas 
a while back. She is using twe erutohes again. It seemed 
U ** m9re difficulty sitting dewn and getting up. Her 

manifestatien ef gaiety,*hewever, was heartening, preb n bly 
a transttery gesture frem ene Inclined teward hypeohrendrta. 

. 8~ . 

Friday's visit te the hespital fer heat treatment 
ended in oensider a ble satisfaetien all areund. The decters at 
Cabrini in Alexandria feund that the pregress the 

Patient was making was es such a nature as te warrant eetinuatien...., 

i' '' r ' i l ’ ' D 

interruptien....... .? ■; 

ei . ~.-.3 Tui nswalirits r »\ ea&. 

< fr a, f a ' Z i® r called te have me cheek en seme captiens 

fer illustrations being sent te qbeut twenty newspapere 
araunci the ,&ulf States area fer Pilgrimage publicity. 
lhe*nterprise supplies wire service fer this area and 
altheugh Carmen dees everything she can te threw everything inte the 
iw*w,„she simply ban te unbend slightly in the 
direetien ef Ike nterprise new and then if publicity < 
in the newspapers gets .anywherei The Myetetrieal Ladies 
den t mind giving Ceusin'Mugene three theusand dellars te have 
plans made fer the *ert but the erganisatien has always 

"Pining anything fer publicity in behalf ef the 
' erganisatien that preduce• the meney.^lfs oeek-eyed, ef ceurse. but 
ene must accept that in any egganisattfLthat, a S 9 
meat erganiaatiens de, find themselves sfkffed by 
wacky peeple. Mrs. Walker .tells me that ■ 
centinues supplying the same eld phetegrapm , 
h ve been used ever and ever again in the p<m 
acoerdingly, and at i,t ewn expense, is prevti 

, v * ?. " : S S’’, f. - ?.-0 8.3 ei VI . • .-4*8*8 

.t as .,; -is; 


nisatien 

: ' 4- 

The^nterprise , 

9 seme up ted ate 


LI 

'.t r.S-V& n . T 8 , 8A 



From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS. #H~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12007 


12006 


/ 


v 


t • ’ • * *' i 


likenesses far this go raund* ...an ather 

interruption ... 

— t e i . 

Canaan called ta say TV atatiana inAlexaudria, ■ 

Shreveport and Uanraa would be carrying lacal 
Pilgrimage deithe wee* before the epening gun and , —but 
befere ehe get.afrhanoe to.proceed * J made it clear that 
1 j oauld be halting eneugh ta aay grace aver at hama wit aut 
journeying a braad* It waa gaad I gat that 
n a iled dawn in,advance* Alexandria w 11 eend an.official 
enSgturday te make a raund with Thelma and armen ef plaeee 
that will be filmed in advance ef the,live breodoaete • Ihe 
cane ran will appear far the filming early next week* I gueaa I waa 
about to aay befere the laet interruptien that Mrs. Walker telle me 
that far the naferity if met all af the photographs aha ia 
uaing in the Gulf States area will be nan pioturea Tie Enterprise has ta, 
during the paet twe er three nenethe and that they will oenoentrate an 
Mel rase aeenea. Her mather tald me Saturday that ahe had eeen 
ene ef the new phatagrapha shewing the partrait ef Grandpere Augustin 
with Leatan appearing aleng aide* She aaid.it.waa a a pi end id 
ltkeneaa af bath gentlemen but that ie prebably 
a matter ef epinien er at leant ape n ta name 

interpretatian ainae all the pioturea I have eeen ef Leatan in the pant 
decade ai\d a half have, by the magic ef the camera, made him 
leek a beut twenty yearn younger than he deea tm life* This 
ia probably an the gaad aide far the picture but ndT particularly 
convincing an a documentary* I an net complaining hbeut thin, 
however, since it is generally agreed that the craddle dees have cer¬ 
tain advantages ever the grave * Smile* 

I shall be interested ta nee hew te Hew rleans Appeals Court rules 
on the morrow about the Meredith registration at Oxford, Miss* It seems 
to boil down..to a qUestfen as to whether the Federal or the State 
haa the power ta. enforce er oircumvent the rights 
af the oitiaen as guaranteed by the G ena.titu*ie»* I 
gueaa the * ed eral .jfill win, I hope* Hi ere may be quite a souffle 
in MississippWKf$Uoational oircules as a result and G,vernor Barnett 
will oome eff^^winner at future balloting in the State, whio ever 
way the thing Jmig with strife cm earth, ill n , 
will toward men seemingly to the fore where ever Ross Barnett, 

Leander Peres and their type appear******* 




Monday, Saptaatar 84th, 1962* 


.easj.il efriid ‘ "..0 

■ • . I . ’ .i B 

1 i • •. ‘ ■ - f. :• i.* j *\ 

Memerandwmt 

■ 9 i ■ : B- 8, 

Another lovely day with the thermometer " hoovering" around 
90 during the afternoon*< Late this afternoon a thin 
veil of clouds filtered the •tin** rays and tonight the filter 
continues although not thickkenough to blot out Venus • ^ 

it' lv i.iwl* bBh4 rA-ss . s '•» s i-ai e.v» - . 


George To rmonsent me a package of avocado specimens that arrived in tot 
post, *T. here were five of them, three of which I g a ve to 
Emmet and *rwip because they were over ripe and the other two I passed 
along to the.lady across the fence becauee I knew she is fond of 
them for salade* *hey pere rather different tn^shape v. 

and sise from those which I have received <n the past from 
Escondido, California* These Florida ones are round in oontraat to 
the long ones from California, mere the shape of an 
.egg plant that a cucumbers They were a *aut the sise 
of a grapefruit er a croquet ball• ihe ducks loved 
them in spite of the ever-ripenesc of the ones they sampled* 

I did not oee the lady when left them at her house tut I shall 
probably hear about those on the m arrow* 

rsi . . "ft « . ft.- . : > l "s * 

' Painters go on painting at the big house and 
oarpentera oontinue to carpentar, I gueaa, from the sounds af 
hawsers and saws fieating-over this way during the afternoon* * 

Gardener helpers were silent even as they were all lapt 

week since there weren’t any* I do what I can to ax tieipata 

Pilgrimage needs butmy progrescic leisurely and the pilgrims 

will h a ve to aocept what they see and like it or reject it, under the 

oirounstyoeso 

I know not if the 5th Circuit Court of-Appeals made 
any ruling in the Oxford business today . As yet, 9 

only Shreveport and other radio stations have been 
consulted and all they have had te say tb out the case 
was nothing at d 1 although there was the reading 
of an official fxeemtive order byGovernor Barnett, 
instructing all MMississippi police to arrest any Federal 
officer attempting to arrest a State policeman when the 
B * ■ '* MivSi.LB Si *rsj3 St . *1 t 

, . . . . • - - • ' • • " 
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1a tier is a ttempting t» c arry aut State lame* Perh a pe 
I shall find something a taut taday'a dainga in the Hem 
Orleans Caurt an same later broadcast tanight* Silenoe 
an this subject by laoal stab iane reminds me 
af eamething antes related 

the ether day* It eeeme a TV a tatian aaa presenting an 

entertaining pregram up ta the time same, oala rad 

artists were scheduled ta appear whereupen a netice mas suddenly 

inserted, stating that the number oeuld net be presented and 

far the duratia n af the number, the seresn rematned blank altheugh 

the musts went right aleng* 

eVtA* v • 

The guineas eentinue ta display sdd behaveir, demenstrating 
nerveusness er uncertainty, e specially at meal time. Bath 
last night and tanight, after first dark, I heard 
the oall ef the "mho eml" as same af my plantatian 
friends name the hast eml* I . ( 

ahauldn't be surprised if it may be the "mbs ami" mha 
has picked eff a fern yeung guineas afte > they have gene ta raast* 

I mas impressed by the fast that all sf the yeung "t’ ! 

mbits anas disappeared first and oenelude their 

coloring may make it easier far the marauder ta 

catoh sight af them an the branohes mhere they feld up 

their beards* The "mha amis" in turn are being 

distrubed by the painters, I believe* I think these birds don't 

relish the streng arena ef turpentine that arises frem 

the.live sak behind the big heuse where seetiens 

ef lattice, t enperarily renamed fram beneath the 

b a ok gallery, are being painted under the branohes* 

The ether naming an eml flem frem sememhere, I believe frem 

the sak, landing in a nandtna bush just 

eutside the screening ef the summer dining ream where we 

were breakfasting 9 *— a place an anl mould never 

dream ef going in d a ylight, mere he net upset about 

something. Eugene get up frost the table to go outside to 

observe the bird more olsgely but if flem away mhen 

he opened the screen doer. I hope the eml doesn't 

deoide to go ip for lager fare and take a mh a ok at the ah it# 

peacock* 

usAcj s c hvna ♦? Jr j .. - * 

I hold the thought Lyme is enjoying some of the same 
bright blue weather of Ooteber in September, even as are me . 


Tuesday, September 85th, 1968* 


bJi 

r x . 


su bwnaui a : 

.4a X* 'in* \i* 'lofctl - 1 

• . as 


Memorandum : , 

a > ■> - a : i\ j; . n : ,r *,*> „ 

« £ n ll b0 lSl? ely da vj° ith ***» clouds developing in the late 
afternoon and Shreveport scouting showers for the yarrow* 

l" "*?“*'•" 1 «<*« mU.tn, 

Ifith r ** M t v 88th hut P r99UM9 ** was fwsa 

theliSr* hZiSiilliViA * u n haoi «»* discovered May 8dth was 

u Miss Dermen and that there eould be no 

IVL 8 ***: J*** 9 ! oaue u att ahrU >* hal * •* 

Jute 88th n * UrrUPti9U aU * 9hen neX * 1 haVt a99i9t9tt9 1» 1 9h all cheok agains 

8 91 ' .£<ui. > 3 \ aua : fc "1 • t • . 

And spe a king of columns, I laughed at myself last night 
when correspondents was finished and I told myself I had 9 

i e htdn , i e th hU * V andkn9ok 9 script for a week from Thursday* 

I hadn t the vaguest notion ibout what I might write and 

wandered why I wrote heGuinea at the top of the page* This 
happens sometimes, jotting down a title when I haven't 

til iltPSiV what *** Jcllcw* But the thing got going and 

r# } aM * 0 mighty disjointed business but done it mas and allowed 
me the luxury of folding up my beard and calling 
it a day* • 9 

r a (falsa til 

asking*i*f'I*SSL'! t hre l* ,ph Jll talU UdaV > thU 9n *'*hat person 
asking me if 1 planned to attend the reepptien at 

the college tanight far nea members af the faoulty* Baturollv mv 

responses were in the negative. A couple of the callers V V 

aer * k \ nd J* inviU M ** "P <« and 

amplified the enticement by offering to drive damn to pick me up and 
return me safe and Sound. It would be nice seeing * 

r A ° Bd ° S* lk9 wh9 probably be present but 

ijf 8 9a ? P *? h candle* Carmel called 

bit ftii u a *W 8he aud h0r 9i9Ur wpuld see me there 
but I told her the same thing, — He. I think 

Carmen will get quite a Jolt mhen she discovers eu arrival that 
Thelma has asked Mrs.Walker to ppury a n honor Carmen has 

hereelf^I^elieve™* 1 * 9 * " a hr * eket r999r ved exclusively for 


kui i: aa1 


1 


ban 


A 1 I 


'-.a i« (ta-'at 1 90 -> 
» Sk'U'x. .e a 1 

Rot 3'4< ba; 
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Quite a Jew peeple gummed up 

what little I attempted teday by way ef pilgrimage preperatiens ,— 
Natohiteches, Heueten and heaven knews where all • 

Jamee drepped in fer an heur's chat areund ene 
e'cleck. He said yesterday 1 s Alexandria trip 
was the laet that will h a ve te be made fer treatments in 
seme time. There is an Ooteber Shrevepert 
cen/erence with the bene specialist and it will net le 
necessary fer a r eturn te Alexandria befere Nevember . 

Off hand it weuld seem «a theugh this might enable 
te hep ever te TheBluff in between times but 
I didn't ratse the questien. 

; - • * y t r . • 

He read me a ceuple ef reviews ef recent beeks ... 
frem U. S. News er seme such publicatien. One was * 
en the subject ef a beek by seme Brasilian negress, 

Child ef Darkness, er seme such-title by S. P. Dutten, as 
publisher. I gather the subject matter must 
• be distinctly en the seamy side. 

James breught a oeuple ef melens which' 
cannet pessibly be as delicieus as these hi breught last week 
which were the meat wenderful enes I ever ate. lhere 
was a sticker an ene ef Me melens reading 
seme thing like Dane andD^ne, 4£nd. j have ne deukt this 
may tell all te dealers in melens tut te a mere ceniumer like 
me, it deesn't Man a thing. 

I listened te the heavyweight ohampienship 
fight in Ohicage tenight which, if scant in ether things, 
at least had the virtue ef brevity, —£ minutes and 
6 secends, I believe they said. Seme gentlewmn named 
Fie yd Pattersen semehew get himself knecked eut by a 
gentleman whese name never did eeme Mreugh very plinly 
en my statien, —Senny Lister er Listen er seme such, 

Abeut all the particulars regarding each oentestant I reunded up 

was that Mr. Pattersen seems te have a mama whs was 

qWeng these present and ItrfLiseten er Mr. Lister er whatever 

thinks he has between 15 and 85 brethere and sisters, many 

ef whem he has never seen. Frem breadeasts ef earlier 

ch a mpien fights participated in by Ur. Pattersen, he 

is a gentleman ef celer, as I recall but ntbedy 

has yet infermed me if 'fr. Lister er Listen er whatever and 

all hts kin felks are in the oategery ef white er eelered. 

1,1 *** ****** I ttuer knew I liked but tenight’s 


Wednesday, September 86th, 19678. 

. «*t ' n *' slS'.f i .ts-i, . ■- * . 

•j. ' rv. **i ' * 1 1 1 

\e i tii r. i"'.. .'iumi.' 

.• ' l*c; «£•*«( - • n»rl«b 

Memerandum: * » t 

Bi U'.:«)ko • L5 .3 V r ' Si'? 3 E 8 V ’ 

A gentle sprinkle frem a beut 10 
e'cleck last night until 10 e'cleok this merning. 

The cetten orep didn't need it but my side ef 
the fence ,welcemed it. The cleuds remained after the rain, 
with the sun breaking threugh a t sunset but the oleud oeverage 
returning within a few minutes. We are x 
premised partly cleudy skt.es fer the merrew and an 80 degree 
temperature . 

... t i 

T o a n't see I acoemplished anything nuoft t#day 
altheugh there is nuefc te be undertaken. . The 
dampness sheuld have disoeur a ged epen a ir eperatiens t 
but didn't. I had in mind te drep the Peps 
a eengratulatery nets en the evident success his \ 

reign is enjeying but didn't get areund 
te teuch this machine. I shall get the nets 
eff te V a tioa* Pity by temerrew's pest. It is 
ef net the slightest imper.tanoe except that I think 
ene dees well te SaV Amen ecoasienally en matters 
effecting the public, even te St. Peter's successer if 
ene a ppreves his dpings as de I, —?»***•H* 
knewing a thing a beut the details bull semehew getting 
the inpressien an effert is being made te 
snoeurage peace en earth and geed will teward men in 
that quarter, and the Lerd knews they need a let ef suoh .- 

effert in pl a oes like Mississippi at the menent. nil .vo i v •> i tn. 

V- A3 ■ *>'■ \e stl »t._ ?>.* 

. * Wa» amused this merning at the twe reperts oeming 

te hand by 'phene regarding last night'q . 
receptien at the President's residence at 
the cells ge. Carmen o a llsd first. She 
said everything was levely but thqt Thelma 
leeked awful in seme sert ef an erange gewn with 
d^bs ef lade and shimmery satin areund and abeut. She 

"V- * 3 •*> •• 1 » * 5 ' / ' 

$ ,35". V- o Z 3; „ •,! 3*-. ‘ B* , 'T'j 1 ,S 

IS-' ' .3.3 t ■>.?.*<■ ■ • • i '• • ' . •• 

ic ,U4". ' ,8 :• , ; '. .3 o u l - 8 j 

. •' tf si'J rs! .'.3* ■■ . n 8 cm .a 4 aa Je'A. 
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didn’t mention Mrs, Walker. A little later lire. 

Walker called. She g a ve eene points regarding the 
deinge and said Thelma leaked perfectly 
ohaming charming in a gsmn ef levely 

gelden sheen, reeemhling the leuely geld ef maple ^leaves 

in a utum , the gewn cevered in a be a utiful lace through 

with the levliness ef the pale gelden hues shewn in 

the meet pleasing fashien im a gineable. As 

Carmen usually sings the praises ef Thelma and everything 

cencerned with her, 1 assume Carmen's repert may 

h a ve been slightly stained by the faot that, unltke Mrs. ' 

Walker, she was net en the original list ef these 

bidden te pour. Verily, none are se blind a s these who let 

prejudice get into the optic department, 

• 

he coffee hour this morning was characterised by many oom- 
plaints about the rigors imposed on anyone having anything to 
do with a Pilgrimage and, as <» years gone by in other 
September, mine hostess spoke vehemently a bout never being in 
another go-round. One day this determination will oarry through, 

I suppose, and, if so, will s a ve Lestan, at least, a lot of work. 

: ::u«i : a i r. is ,:4 *. r;y%\,K* . aa 

A night or two ago somebody living on •the 
m a rgin of the river in town, perhaps Ban Henry, shot 

J nutreia that weighed around 40 pounds, I never realised 
efore these aMM&li grevb so. great. ' « 

V e isij . '• t 

/ . - According to report, R, Bi~Willt a ms h a s been created a Knight 
of Saint Gregory by the Pope, I suppose 

this is a gesture in reoogntion of the gift made by R.B. a nd wife 

of several acres of ground in *ast Natchitoches for a new Convent- 

sohool. One naturally winders if a PaPal knighthood <' 

carries with it not only a title for the man so knighted 

but also provides the wife of the knight with the title of L a dy, a s 

in England in such a n instance as Sir Winston and Lady Churchill. 

I sh a ll write my Lord R.B, a note of congratulation but shall 
restrain my impulse to include Lady Wiili a ms, especially in 
view ef the f a ot that the latter, being a new comer into.. the 
fold of those of the 1 rue Faith, such a barb might 
hit a somewhat delicate spot, 

• 

WUat scant spaoe the American yachting victory at Newport received 
in yeasterday's various news media in this area, what 
with theBamett business stewing, the world chamton 
fist-a-cufftng, the Cub a n business, the Btlly Sol 

Estes business a nd so many things besides the yachting business. . 




in the Southern Historical Collection 
REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
E PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12013 


Thursday, September 27th, H62 


Me ran dim: 


> &ort of 800ish todcy , around 

he promise is for fair skies again on the morrow 


Ide a l weather 
58 last night. 


I am enclosing the Jung 8&th, 1962 Cane*iver Memo 
in pursuance of yesterday’s reference to same. In the event 
this does not complete your file, do let me know 
whatever dates maybe missing and it will be as easy as pie 
securing the missing dates. 

The coffee h»ur w a s more sunny this morning. Tomorrow 
at dawning nine hostess departs for a frolic in 
South Louisiana, —Now Iberia, BatonRouge and 
so on. J.H . a nd I will be keeping Bachelor’s Hall, as 
it were, until a^out Tuesday, as I understand it. 

U6- (i . t .iv *. . > j ,• jj -»>-. i; 

I smiled to myself ihis morning at the Post 
Office when something algng the lines anticipated 
happened. I handed 18 or 15 out¬ 
going letters to the clerk, an ex-Catholio, picked up my .in¬ 
coming mail, pausing at the door to chat for a mogent with 
J. H. As I started on, J. H. called to *« to say the 
clerk wanted to tell me X had omitted something 
from the address on one of the letters. 

The clerk, in turn, handed me one of the letters, 
pointing out that all I had put on it for a n address was 

. it aw* .. . 1 • •>-. - 

His Holiness, Pope John, 

Vatican City. 

- r * 

I explained to this former member of .the ’’true Faith" 
that there was only one Pope at present and that he 
w§s the autocrat of an independent kingdom and that 
the name of that kingdom is Vatican City and that it was my 
understanding the Papoy didn't relish being tucked i»t* 

Rome or Italy but preferredbeing addressed as infaet 
it is, a separteandindependent overnmental organisation. 

I had felt instiucitvely the brevity of the address would 
startle the clerk and so it certainly d9d. 

*4 : - - t 

iev a ■ »* i el *i Viv baUtaS.-i ataw eU«'.jra;*? sea/fr aa, I . 

it« ati v .tla* ylai'-jcn*’ at r *r>tno •’•jIijt > i ij . 
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Friday, September 28th, 1962, 


'the weekend ef Pilgrimage will see many 
newspaper peeple and pelitioians Jeurneying t$ -Eaten 
. Reuge where seme sert efdeings is scheduled te take place 
as ef riday,Saturday and *unday. Lis Friedman will 
aooemapny her hsb a nd, the Senater, and that will leave 
a gap in Celeste s line ef hesteases. It will take 
Mrs, Talker frem my ranks and, a ltheugh nething 
was said a keutBatenReuge by Ann W, Britten, it may well be 
that she and J a ok will a lse be stepping in at the 
capital that weekend when making steps in 
ether places dewn that way, 

* od a +° al l f r9M Uwn the » th *r day frem semeene asking 
fsr seme particulars regarding pilgrimage details. 

It was perhaps Carmen er Thelma, -hey mentisned having 
recently heard fremResalyn Aswell whe, it seems, 

h9r 8$n * V'lvinDeuglas, jr, 

L had net realised he had given up his educatienal pest 
in Denmark and returned te this ceuntry. At 

•“J l l * e wa9 * ai , d ™ ere waa ~° strain in relatiens between me the r 
and sen, I a m glad this apparently has been 
dene away w th, 

. • • t . 

vnoe in a while the stere anneys me by telling peeple 
they can walk a beut the gardens but de net advise me ef 

the * Thisafterneen a man, his wife and 

the latter s sister and twe beys, perhaps 12 and 14 were 
given a ge-ahead signal, unbeknewn te me, Ihe 

Va7nlVeheTtn tk ll r ^Ki th A r * n 1 thorn a « they 

eers'illi< 9 "**{ hamb " > 9lea the clusters ef V 

Jf A* ?' n V at 9ive * Uoh a 9i * r oelerful nete te 

that ri- 0 '* S+i* 9aid th *y w * r * 3"** Playing andadded 

that seme ef the pheasants had flewn eut ef their 

enclesure when theywent te leek at them and had fergetten te 
clese the deer te the enclesure • I suppese the 
pheasants, —the ringneok enes may return, Obvteusly 
the persimmens will net get b a ck te their heme base, 

• ' 

M . In re 9 *rd te the barge ef de a dly petsen g a s #• that 

is interesting that, se ar as I oan find eut , nethina has ever been *aid 

that A A a .ZVl% a <+ 9 re9Ul * r M *•}»9 transperted eh t he s ant 

vl-2! ** *? 99Me *tli*ary usethat calls fer such 
merchandise and in such quantity.,,.,. 


Memerandum: 

Fair, 

Things in Mississippi seem te be reaohing 
quite a pitch. One seems te find se many different 
types ef statements n beut the deings, A case i h peint is 
the artist whe eften paints by TV and radie, seldem, I 
suppese, cenprehending what is geing en but primarily 
diverted by the netses. As regards the Merddith case she said tedav 
she ceuldn’t understand why that eslered bey w a s making 
such a fuss a keut geing te a whits felks• scheel. Farmer 
General Walker inDallas says he is ready te lead ten theusand 
velenteers if and when they head'eut fer Mississippi 
te elp Geverner Barnett, With General Walker and the Ku Flux 
Klan beth supperting him, the Geverner must feel pessessed ef 
quite an embarassment ef riches * Willie Reinach, 
a fsrmer State Representative frem seme llerth Leuisiana 
Parishes and unsuccessful candidate fer Leuisi a n a Geverner 
en the last ge-reund stated teday that he w a s leaving 
fer Jssissippi se ha may return a nd "alert • the citixens ef 
the Pelican State if they decide feGe te Geverner Barnett's 
assistance, As a leading light in the Citixens Ceuncil, 

Reinaoh, ex-General Walker a nd their nigh shirt 
brigade eught te present quite a pioture. One 
cannet help wandering just hew silly peeple o a n get, . 

It weuld appear that Geverner Barnett had better start climbing 
dewn frem his high herse unless, as may be the case, he prefers te 
wreck the Demecratio Admini strati en in his rule e>r ruin 
ceurse. Hew that he has defied the erders ef a Federal Ceurt, 
the Administratien in Washingten is beund te ol a mp dewn en him sinoe 
we weuld have ne . evernment at all if 50 State -e erners ceuld 
successfully defy the Federal Ceurts whenever they chanced te 
disagree with them. What is se lamentable abeut th-is whele - 
business is . the blaok-eye it is giving the United States the 
werld areund, 

I was interested te hear the Edward Margin news cemment tenight, 
having te de exclusively with the appearanoe en Octeber 1st 

. t?- es b -c i • Hi 

••• is' t a • n: J • * ■ ■ • 




From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS* 111 5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12016 


12017 


'.v !>J 




Sunday , September 30th, 2962, 




2».. 

i! i s " r. 2 
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•/ the Pacific Ceast pu lioatien ef Ihe New Yerk Time,., 

I wish I had knewn its publicatien date io a s t$ start se ...» t 
I .n.uli UUi t. \r .tl.ri.tA ", fffJ.Y 

area te precure a espy ef the first day’s issue. Mr. eraln 

VhtVhVi h * iW an 9diU$n •/ Yerk Times _»#ut 

wiich I knew nething , net even where it is published. I 

Fnn^nSt ** f aris * iH09 Briti * h publishers might think 
England has eneugh papers witheut enceuraging a 

f e +nll rk i+ PaP er te edge-in en the British advertising inoeme. 

Idtiiln** * lu a tfl *t the se-oalled Eure peon 

sw.-rcL'ir" ' u ‘ iiaA4i 

,or '. •/ abevets mere than casually 

interesting te me but ene is always beund te be V 

interested in the ffeip YerkTimes if enes tries te 
pass as being civilised. 

in ? 8 t 9 199 at 1 this neen and 

JmuVi-ht/r 0,1 fc * Mr ,® nd a h <*lf tefsre returning te tewn. He 
reperted Kay as feeling better teday , fellewing a b a d night 

%el I 3 d W V t H9 •S” l a * h ° d ^eivld a letter 
I l 1 * ?! suggested K a y embrace me en her acceunt. 

I seldem am henered by Willard epistles and , I" must cenfess • r 

a *J* i . t9 09nte ” t9d t * receive werd secend h a ndfre» * * 

a fer ie tl * #aB **?•* Spying a beut weuld never make it pessible 

tyx.i: r^.r«s:^ < !s r :2;r“ ■** - 

»•* - «• «*•* 


tf«a»ra»du» t ^ 

fair and mild* 

. ' 

2 J a ko9 .{ 99, ‘ 9u of a peaceful weekend.hereabeuts 
ene. 2 ^ * U ^ little Mi99 L " experienced a similar 




5>U 


.Saturday meriting was )usy eneugh trying te make 
the meat ef ene stalwart helper in taokling seme ef-** 
the mere arduyt oheres that must be wrappld up befere 
twe weeks frep yesterday epens up the pilgrimage fleed gates. 

. 

In theafterneen I engineered a teur and 

a oenference with Alexandria TV peeple t — 

n Odum whe has a merning TV pregram and wants te use 

tkin * 8 #B 801,19 • a * r - Cunningham whe is architect fer 

did^arass * Mr * M V P * V wh98e I never 

aid grasp. hey were all very pleasant and the 

afterneen ran t\lpng speedily eneugh. 

fr.m 5i? *%i V stillhere at 5iI6, Jfra. Spinks called 
frem tewn. She said her daughter-in-law was. with her and 

stire I 9 t e eid< h th6 iS* 9 !* l9 *" a ° ak9 S” 189 ot *»• 

?;• 9 1. 1 t9 i d * h9 m thfi stere weuld be olesed by the '• 

ti19 . e A oe V 9here and te ceme anyway. And oeme thev did 

and hl^ a ld ar jK e/9r9 th9V l9/t * ^ he daughter-in-law 

jlhni»iVt*/'i t }* V ’ a r 4 i iUi a? 9inJIatohtUoh99wh *l* 

Jehnny is attending soheel. They were married in 

August and why thpy , like se many ether kids, have te rush 

I thi% Zl** nV < 9f9 l e 9 9ttin 9 « *ch##2 educatien, I knew net . 

1 ttie denier Spinks have made several trips 

l V / r Wai ' # “-Nutchiteches t —during the past ceuple 

ef menthSp —a meet natural impulse te visit their enlu child 

1 l' el an il&ul,. that 

* respended te unless the senires want te help 
the juniers werk eut their life plans • . . 

bxferd wasn't the enly pl a oe that had a reugh 
thVrVL/hl* iiii ?* n9 UU8t r haV9 gi09n 9Ur » feathered friends a 

tednv 9 I l1tlK 9V9r9 J B#B * •/ the 8Cad8 •/ 

did "find hAIL l ladg > 9a09k •/ oeler<. but I 

On* JrJ h V' d l th9 hi * r* a °*°k, well Chewed up. 

One ef the white duoks apparently has a breken 

\ 9 J- $ add9 *• Quite a casualty list 

±1 l d9r } U < 9h9 W9re neith8r »ut .the .henkey-tenk er 

mil M \ 3 3 \ 8 S i JhJht • 


, 
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*t was pleasant te bre a k bre a d with J. H . a lsne Uday. 

He caUed *e this naming te inuite me^te breakfast with him and 
altheugh * usually d$ net ge eut far breakfast 011 Sunday 
I made an exceptien in this instanoe. We dined at neen and 
it was very pleasant, tee. 


so 


5S2 


iBl 




ramren had asked me te teur seme peeple en behalf 
ef a distant relative, —a yeung man frem 
«#utA Louisiana, two gentlemen fremCuba, twe frem Panama. 
interrupt ion....,Carmen calling te relate the endless 
detailsabeut semebedy falling dewn steps and expiring, 

b-. . 5 - iC 

James came areund 4 and we went te the camp 
t# ««« a collection ef a unter canvases he has gathered tegether 
and 1 found them all rema.e* a H* a nd a s muoh unlike .nything 
she has dene befere as te suggest the werk ef 
a distinctly different artist. 

' f, • ?.t '..'-V 

*hen we dreve te twen and dined at the Tewn Heuse and 
thenoe te PeoanPark where I feund K a y quite ohipper, James 
read us the article and exerpts frem the Mark Twain 

rHaZl* Mfe * an i99u9 1 had Particularly enjeyed 
Friday night by myself, especially the picture fre * Hew Guinea sr 

itwas Michael Reokefeller had been working 
with he Harvard Expedition when he was lest. 

0/1 at : * <X,J “ special delivery te the Farley 
2a iT r* a J/Z iU9 them U Purchase a west oeast edition ef 

tktmtlZZ'Zi iiM99wh * n ** appears in Les Angeles tomorrowmerning, 
thinking it weuld be nice fer the Melrese library. 

. ,: . ; v. 

Natalie had oalled me at neen, asking me te 
write eut whatever her assistant will, have te say when 
reoetying in the Tuoea beudeir, She seemed Aap py Abut — * 

r * tUe 17 and ether demons 

I had te l a ugh and at the same time felt a little terry fer her 
when she teld me that R. B, had really appreciated my letter 
•J'^ratulati.ns te him fer the Knight ef St. Gregory hen or. 

There is alway semething pitiful abeut wives having te th a nk 
peeple fer gestures in the direction ef the husbands. 

4 C 0 .■■■ •■ .1M ' • . ■ y T l 

On leaving K a y, James and I dreve up te 1 
the 'illiant l}eme and we were.deligh ed te f ind nobdrt there and that 

last TuJLr “"aL*! oai *P lat l •» " ht ° h *helady had brought me a a, 

last summer. And so b a ok heme and so I a m here and new want to* 
see what s going en at-Oxferd .. 
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Monday, October 1st, 1968. 

Memorandum t 

Gray in the merning, blue in 

the afternoon and tonight. So stands the appearance ef the 
sky fer this first day ef October and I guess about 
the same could be said fer the s tuatien in Mississippi 
where it was Confederate gray-and dawning but 
Yankee blue by neen. 

•■■■■■ -1 3 ■ - ' s •.-*.> • Lv 

I regretted the ecoasien fer the mass funerals 
today amfng our feathered friends. I haven't 
tet a led the death list entirely as yet but it runs semething 
like twe peacocks, five ducks and 43 b a nties. I 
assume seme sort of plaque wu«t have sweptceeay 
many of these since it seems improbably the oanine terror 
couldn't hnve aooemted fer all. I paused te kneok 
weed when 1 venture te report that the last A ,bserved the 
twe geese, one colored peacock and h\s wite mate and the 
four guineas were righ ? aide up but the 

plague 01000^0 death through with such.speed that one never 
knows. • 1 

As for the Mississippi fandango,.it.is 
interesting to note hew Louisiana radio reporting differs frem that 
in ether places, as, fer example, Shreveport states 
en its atti-Kennedy KWIH that one third of the Oxford mob 
. students. Other stations report that mere than 

f.two thirds ef the mot was made up ef peeple 
in no way connected with the university and seme hailing frem 
hundreds ef ail 00 away. 

* - c I ■ v os ? * ■ o . ?. 

Hx-Jleneral talker w a s arrested fer leading the *oharge ef the 
Light brigade". For quite a while many peeple 
in which category 1 figure, have felt that the ex-Gener a l 
was definitely en the wacky side. New Mississippi 
politicians are beginning te say so. Ihe peer aan 
<0 undoubtedly mentally ill but then, in my epinien, se 
are the big wigs in the** hr eve pert imes, in the 
Governor's chair in *acksen and 00 en. It is suoh 
a pity peeple off center, oan set se much misohief 
in motion and find such enthusiastic audience .to applaud 
their cock-eyed ways. 
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Tuesday Oeteber 2nd, 2962. 


Memerandumi 


I listened te the IIBC reund up ef 
deinga in Mississippi, — a pregram which, l believe, 
was rigged up te TV, tee, One peint was made 
teward the end whtch I theught beth painful and 
true, se far as mere than 99 percent ef the celered 
peeple + knew in this are a are cencerned altheugh 
the HBC speaker was thinking ef the majerity e them 
acress the natten * —they den t knew what the current 
squabble in Miseieeippi is allabeut a nd are net 
particularly h a ppy it is being made a nd this in spite 
ef the fact that the effert if seme day carried te 
its cenclusien, will benefit their status, 

Semehew there is at enoe seme thing sad and at the 
same time a da* ef hilarity oenneoted with it in se far 
as it resembles a remark made by the artist the ether 
day te James, Me is fereoer bringing things te the 
artist and te varieus small ohildren dewn this way and 
the ether day, ene finding seme handseme leeking squashes 
in the super-market in tewn, he beught ene and breught it 
te the rtist. She surveyed it with detatchment fer a mement 
and blandly ebserved: 

"Teah,,,,it's alright but I'd like it 
better if yeu had dene breught a pumpkin," 

» t t 

I learned frem K a y last night that she had had a nete frem 
I, S, "illard whe h a d planned te be in Manhattan this week, 

Te nebedy’s surprise, I, 3,Willard changed her plaus and 

is in Hew Orleans rather than Hew Yerk I rea-ise, ef ceurse, that 

it is said all ladies and seme gentlemen reserve their right te 

change their mindsseme times fer geed reasens, eften 

fer ne reasen at mil but I must say I, W, Wtllard 

exercises that right with mere regularity than anyene 

2 ever knew, 

i ■> ' WO . >• , 4 «• il 

With all the baseball news and the Mississippi thing bubbling 
the news reperters en radie, at least, didn't find 
time te mentien wh a t sucoess the west ceast editien ef the HewTerk 
Times had tedaV •» its initial bew but I have 
ne deubt it was a sell eui. And new 1 must get te 
werk,i,,,. 


Fair and a ceel mid 70 in daylight and a mid 50 
by night, I am just b a ck frem a turn in the Ghana 
garden. The heavens were marveleus with a tender new meen in 
the west and biasing Venus in the east. 

What gees en in the furrpd and feathered sectiens still 
pussies me. The bexer is leeking just fine, 

I buried ene peaoeok myself 84 heurs age and a helper 
teld me he had buried anethey —a celered hen, but 
either the cerpse I put under g reund has risen er the 
female ef the spries has ceme te life fer I certainly saw 
an extra ene with the white hen and the celered male 
in the garden at dusk-dark. It w a s tee late 
fer seeing nuch and se I shall have t$ wait until the 
merrew te see which has figured in the miraole, < . 

As fer the black cat twins, ene is as nibble as usual and 
fit as a fiddle. The ether has vanished and ene might assime he 
h a s preceeded te a cat he a uen altheugh tee eften in the 1 

past successive Grandpas have played tricks en me and oeme b a ck te 
life and I hepe this ene dees, the twins made such 
a pretty and cengenial set ef pets, 

A nets fremRebina mentiens that Miss Mermen ef 
Briarweed is geing te have a het heuse, I wender what a het 
heuse me a ns in this case. Frequently peeple mean 
a censervatery, censtructed ef metal frames supperting the 
sides and reef ef glass, Fer several reasens, 1 cannet 
picture such t a building at Briarweed, In the first 
place, such a thing usually oests quite a bit but 
perhaps iss D, has feund a spenser. In the secend 
place, it seems te me a oenservatery presuppeses endless 
pipes carrying steam er water ef seme kind te heat the 
place, net te mentiegseme sert ef a thing te preduce-.the 
het water er the s tea* and water is scarce at Briarweed, 

As Careline has never get K beyend an epen fireplace te keep herself frem 
freezing in her ewn heuse, the theught ef a furnace, requiring semeene 
te steke same, te make the glass heuse het seems eqU a lly impreb ble, 
t is silly te speculate en what Miss Mermen might every dream up but 
this latest repert quite eut-dees anything 
I oan recall frem earlier times. 
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Wednesday, Octeker 3rd, 1962 


Hemerandum 

:,i > v . i do fill aS 

F a ir and oeel • 


Every *>100 in o while the kreadcasting beys 
get a break when eneugh things ef interest happen s$ 
that they have .te out dewn their soripts instead ef 
casting a keut fer news te repert. 

e..' •„* «i - fc • »••>••• i\ 

Anyene ef at least three events teday eught te have 
previded the nicrephene beys with ample material, — 
the telepfiene cempany's tragic explesien in upper 
H n nhattan , the successful encircling ef the glebe half a 
desen times by semebedy whese names seunds as theugh 
it might be spelled r hira te rhyme with Hurrah, and finally, 
the Oi o.nts viotery ever the Lese Angeles Dedgerste 
get the Werld Series ge ng temerrew between the Giants and 
the Yankees. While listening te the news, I was 
-fraid fer a .mepent they were geing te ferget cempletely 
the Oxferd scuffle and the whereakeuts ef ex-Qeneral 
Walker but finally these twe items get in as 
n sert ef set ef feetneTes. . 

I had a oeuple ef helpers teday and they acoemplished 
much in the gardening seotien by way ef chepping 
eut herders and hauling out trash • 

_ t Areund 11 this merning, 1 theught a whild Indian 
h a 'd arriped when Shrevepert blew in with a 
female guest, the latter, remark a ble te relate, seeming 
te be civilised. They were here fer neen dinner, 
a ceuple ef ..pecan., pgeple being here, tee. I ■- 
am happy te repert that Shrevepert returned te ^hrevpert 
shertly after dinner and things ceuld get geing 
a t a nemal pace ence mere after the brief interruptien. 


Be fere calling it a day last night, I knecked eff 
a Cane*iver Heme by way ef advertising the Church fair aoress 
the way. I was geing aleng pretty well when a telephene 
call frem Carmen knecked all I had dene put ef mind and I limped 
threugh the balance ef required lines witheut much netien as 
te yhat I had had te say befere the gessip heur began • I 
can t remember what I even called the thing, semething like 
Fair Feed fer F a ir Peeple, er seme such which certainly le a ves 
a let ef interpretatten by the reader if that, indeed, was 
the tAtfruse, lengs eneugh fer a family reunien, intervenes 
as between this paragraph and the fere geing. It is 
the custem ef the cat twins te sit en the little 
shelf, just beyend the picture windew every night 
te stand bye while they ebserve me galleping 
up and dewn the typewriter’s keybeard. Fer 
the last few nights there has been, but ene and when 
he thinks it’s time fer a Oeednight snack, he 
stands up en his b a ck legs and scratches at the windew te 
say as much. I heard the scratching and glancing 
in that direotien I was filled with delight when I saw 
beth Tern andTem-tem making signs t 

they were ready fer a hq,ndeut. Naturally . 
it didn't take me leng te welceme heme the wendering bey. 

On the newspaper frent, I was interested te learn>the 
ether day that Ceusin Arthur W a teen had remarked te semebedy 1 
that there were eight steries in Bkreyepert, Alexandria,B t en Reuge and ethe 
Leuisian a pipers, all oeming eut ef u atchiteches, — 

steries ef general interest that weuld never have been in these papers which 

in the past, have skipped u atchiteches news, primarily because 

the particulars hqd never been transmitted te them until Urs.*alker 

instituted the wire service, —Asseciated Press, 1 believe, 

and that flatchiteohes was acoerdingly beoeme better knewn because ef 

the day teday appearance ef now* items frem a Uatchiteches 

date line. I am sure this ebservatieu frem such a seurce must have 

pleased beth the Editer and Publisher ef The^nterprise. And new 

fer a d a b ef werk and thence te the radie te learn hew 

the aftermath ef the battle ef. Oxferd appears en the air...,.. 


I have given up trying te figure what is what 
in the peaceek seotien • The biggest male whem 
I had thtvgbt dead is walking akeut, semewhat sedately kut 
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,5* 


Hiuraday, 



October 4th , 1968, 


netertheleaa, up and about, A/ter being in a trance 

fer 3 days, thia a hi2ity t$ get about seems like a miracle, 

2Tie celered hen w a an't utalking thia neen *ut thi8 evening 
waa taking a few atepe, In the oose ef the big male, 

I neticed ene atriking example ef hie alewneae ef 
reflexea • Usually he eate from my hand hia head and neok 
darting ferward te take a pieoe ef bread er biacuit and 
the.i jerka b a ck with equal awiftneaa • This evening, 
however, when he began taking feed fer the firat time 
in three daya, the ferward motion ef hia head and neok 
waa definitely on the slits motion aide • He Pauaed momentarily 
en patching held ef the biacuit and then very alewly the head 
and neok moved b a ok to the normal peaitien,, 

In ape a king ef hia uau a l agility reminda me hew ailly 

the bird looked one day a few montha b a ck when, in 

hia eqgemeaa to gr a b at a biacuit in my hand, he leaped off 

the ground aa hia head and neck went forward • It had 

been raining earlier and a e hie feet left the ground, 

he somehow didn t oosrdinate things quit e perfectly 

so that, after grabbing the mouthful, instead of 

getting his feet » a c k on the ground, he somehow 

slipped and sat al a p in the middle of a mud- 

iiddle to hia obvious astonishment and my merriment . 

I don’t remember if I mentioned last night that 
the radio announced Couain*mmet L, Irwin had summoned 
a meeting of the Citixena Council of NewOrleana for nest 
Tuesday night to a lert the * patriotic * 
citixens of what has been going on in Mississippi , — 
just as though anybody on earth didn t know, What 
impressed me about the mention of this meeting over the 
air waa that for the first time in my life I heard that 
CouainEmmet. h a a a middle initial, - L, — a nd 
as I beg a n turning names over in my mind to see if 
I could come up with something likely, the ohly 
two that would seem t# fit were either lun a tic or Low 
Pu a l» Smile, 

James juat oalled to say Kay is feeling much 
better a nd is eating things again and that's good 
news. And ao things turn and so must I,,,,,, 


Memorandum 

F a ir and oool, 

. 

slant of the hightly 9 different a ngle fa* 

the Pacing t*** a *l'9 n V JJ ver tiole. in <#V 

I 9 u„. «. » **•*»* " uat “ " the 

wedding, an interesting P^nUng but 

ene that is sarcsedinjljj d W io t ult 89 
nntnh with a camera a-tnoe it is ao 
tuoked up under the projecting eaves, 

•*he me rchent-planter caught m <, Jy J* coat tails^ 

this morning as 1 was leaUl " 9 f £ j 9 elFletcher of Southwestern, 

he,had > r i 0 /uiS be a Jrtght if ha and his wife stopped 

asking if i* W9 ' il * h ' a %Z h iteohea •» huradaV, Ootober 
off •» their way to atchitoe remembering the 

80th, 1 gather the jjra 0 am his house t# 

when last the tletcnera 




« t ft 
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Friday, Ootober 5th, 196S, 


Recalling that the multiples ej 7 come on 
Sundays this month, I remarked that 

instead of the SOth being en a Thursday it was beund t§ 
be sn o Saturday and that usually Saturdays run the risk of 
tee many *enrys, He a nd Jeel will h a ve te 
straighten eut the date and then we shall eventually 
find eut what is what, I hepe . *, 

• • c : I ' ' ’ ■ 

Celeste wasn't fe,eling well teday and said she woe 
gemg te see the lady-doctor this afternoon, 

One runs the big read and wenders why ene deesn't h a ve 
mere pet for statienary proceedures, 

Inoredible as it seems te me at leait, the painters 
are still splashing paint areund in the big house, If 
they ever get b a ok te Yuco a , it is bound te be next week 
whenshall be in no frame ef mind te bether with 
Painters, I have ne idea when they beg a n their eperatiens 
at this bend ef the river but it seems te me the three men 
have been going at it steadily all summer, £s that as 
it m a y, Pilgrimage time in mid Ooteber isr : 't the 
happiest moment, for such eperatiens ae new seems tn- 
evit a ble , 

I am happy te repert the health ef the peacocks 
seems te be improving Ihe white ene which hasn't us yet 
Sagged with the prevailing distemper, seemed te enjoy the 
mid afternoon te a and a oeuple ef hours later, the pre» 
dark supper but the three ones ef color didn't appear ever 
hungry, I oert a inly hepe the latter are en the mend, 
ihe geese and the guineas haven't slumped as yet a nd 
1 i th9U 9b* that only the b a nties and duoks will 
get their names chalked up en the definitely de a d list, 

« i: 

*V Xr ak9Ut * he t atn * Oxford, I so frequently 

r fr e0< iH ° f eu> when Little King w a e driving from 

tl rt r!l+ ar0lina » $r /'*toppM~at Me red} an, Miss,, 

to get a spark plyg tightened anoaltheugh he was in uniform, ne 

garage would touch the car and ne garage would let him 

use a wrenoh to fix the thing and hew h a ppy he reported himself 

as being whenhe had crossed the Mississippi bridge into Louisiana 


Memorandum : 

Fair and mild, 

nci- • • t 'ft'* » " ' ' > ‘ • 

Hews from areund andabeut seems dull enough, I 
shall tuck in a few enclosures but they are ef 
ne particular interest, there is a sheet from 
the°hrevepert Journal carrying the same photo 
ef Mildred that appeared in The*nterprise, the 
pioture en the s ame page ef John and thelma seems to 
be a bit on the mere relaxed side, 

At supper tonight, J, R, remarked that Sister 
h d Just called from&hrefeport and wanted to knew 
if the white peaceck still lived, I allowed ae 
hew it was. He said Sister reported it had been 
terribly siok when she w a s here en Wednesday, I 
told him it wae the only bird in that group that hadn't 
a-ided at all, Me observed that that wae 
about as straight as things usually come from that 
qi arter. He said that a s he understood from the con¬ 
versation, Blythe is very sick a t the heme ef 
Frances Rand J a ck inShrevepert and it wae 
suggested by Sister that J, H, send flewere, I 
assume Blythe is b a ck from Woodstock but 
if she is ne sicker than the white peacock, she 
must be in pretty good shape. 


1 get a let of work dene in the gardens today 

and am deligh ed to note that the s sinnias that self sewed 
are already beginning te'bleem in the oirole ef the 
Ghana garden, leading me to assume that 
that feoal point may be fairly colorful 
a week henoe. And i saying that I am reminded 
that before I fold up my beard tonight, I had 
better make a round by moonlight and turnoff the 
hose I set geing on them late this afternoon, - 

’ 1. •. 1 t 1 „ # 

2 reckon I should have given more attention 
to the houses today but I shall Jam through 

' the oleaning sn them during the coming week, 
y 1 wanted to perk up the gardens a little in anticipation 
/ ef tomorrow morning's TV cameras which 

are scheduled to start turning at 9, I 1 

i *' 

. ;,ut* ■ ftt-r .ixb s*>e •: 

c: 


s; 



From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS * fff1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12029 


12028 






aak then “•* *' include any interiors 

film, 

• 

V.. / he u k i 9 hauae o*ntinuea quite helter shelter 
inaide what with the painters atill having 
a ga at things. At the 9 e'clech 
csffee heur,Celeste was wandering what the painters 
V.U14 d. »(M all their ladder, ioer aexz/.et.'d 
sut I assured her they weuld he well 

il d< i a1 l» ~ the i a ***rs U net the painters, It 
if lilt #tinters *eud eii te Uagnelia when, 

$ *i?V°***toU the laoal Jeb. I haven't 
heard any tentative date far that nave and 
assume it will he sametime in / 7avember # 

farth^ ill? 9 J the l ainter * h ** remained at heme in tewn 
far the last day er twe suffering from influene a ,, 

Tsssie Millsp a ugh just called te 
ash me if l had heard Mrs. Odum's 17 shew aver a n 
Alexandria station thisafternaen, I had net. $he 
said she related many particulars a beut 
the Cane ioer counter'to'figure in the impending 
Uur and, in speaking ef Uelrese, referred te 9 
ie murals in the Afrtoan House, executed by 

zs&d'rnssz a 

te -■** 

imtJ!?* neWS *2* JU8t thr9U 9 h »he weuld say 

hSfui/EZ 9the 9ther day that the arUa * 

H d l' ItA* aha . Waan t 9 * in 9 u preside in theAfrican 
Heuse this year during Pilgrimage, I 

aa«ume th« s«u Cr ° 2 'phene calls are being made in 
hepes I will inquire a bout her tntetiene far that 

te b V r:^: T / Und h* C 9r «■ »•* 9*iig 

te breathe a ward a baut the matter, Of 

course her presence adds much bv wnv mf i.> * * / _ 

u inzvr& Mi *”* 


Sunday, Octeber 7th\ 1968, 


Heneranduni K 

;t* io ‘ ;.o ' »•. hiu* .•■ c . 

Pure summer with just an ecogsienal wisp ef 
thin cleuds during the day • The thememeter 
steed in the 90's and the. humidity "hsevered" areund the 
same figure • Hews reporters at BatsnBeuge oenplatned that 
the yeung gentlemen spending Saturday .a ft erne an chasing a 
little eld pigskin abeut the stadium, —I, S, U m 
and George Tee • feund the 09 degree humidity trying 
far their atrenuaua apart, 

I did a day's mark Saturday befere 9 a'deck 
when the 17 cameras were scheduled tg start relling here • 

They arrived premptly at 8x15 in the afternee n. Saturday a week age 

we had stressed the peiift it was imperative that the filming 

be started here, meving up the river and finishing 

at Hat chit aches • Of oaurse they merely reversed the 

arrangements but netified nebedy se that ne ene 

in tewn knew they were at werk there • I talked with 

Thelma andCarmen areund 11130 but they had .seen nething ef them and 

neither had Lucille Prudhewse at Oakland • But 

eventually bath aha dna T saw them and neither ef u« were 

enchanted with the tnoenvenienoe • there was ene advantage 

I oeuld extraot t eut ef it, hewever • They were all 

se tired when they get here they were oentent te take a oeuple 

ef shets at the big heuse, ene remate ane af &hana and the 

African Heuse an 3 Yucca .and that was that • I 

h a d held baok breakfast fer the peaoeoks, geese and guineas, 

thinking their presenoe in the film might lend seme life te it 

but by 8115 had arrived, the birds had all dined and 

retired te where ever they hide at the heur ef full heat and 

neither the phetegraphers whs didn’t knew abeut them ner I 

whe did knew abaut them, oared. 
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, jr'. t . ' V V i 


* talked with I, 3, *illard last night . 

She cut eut her Manhattan pertien ef her trip, staging 
fer a few days at Vriginia Beach and thenoe »n 
t» Washingten fer a few day • 

* 

Teday was wendsrfully quiet, J, H,, Celeste, the 
clerk, hie wife and bey teek eff fer L afayetter er-seme suoh 
place at 10 this merning, J, H, wanted te see a nan dewn yehder 
whe plants pecans.in.little cane a nd, 1 suppese, sells them te 
peeple whe dream ef grewing pe canes, I suppese-the 
travelers will get back semetime tenight. 

Except fer a few plantatten friends, I saw nebedy teday 
and rejeioed at the qtfiet, James called me this merning 
at 10 te 8 ay Kay hadn t slept last night and acoerdingly 
they weuld net get dewn this way teday, 1 think 
Kay deesn't sleep very well at night, I am sure 1 weuldn't 
if I didn t get up befere neen as a habit, Several 

peeple have called me during the past few menths te 
ask when ene may phene the Registers witheut fear ef 
die rubing the lady, I den't knew the answer but 
suggest 7 sr 8 p,m, might be as geed as any time altheugh 
en ecoasien the lady is sleeping then, tee, and se 
secial oentqots dwindle before ever getting started 
and, eddly eneugh, nebedy seems te imagine why, 
t ” : t • ■ ‘ V * v " * ‘ r ' ; ' ■ 

As between this paragraph and the feregeing, 
a slight interval ef,twe p sure elapses, I, S,Wiliard 
called te say she had ,dined with Kay and James at the ?ewn 
Heuse and that she felt K a y whe has suddenly threwn her 
diet everbeard again, was making very dubieus oheices in the feed 
she was erdertng, items that t 0 »u 2 d be net tee easy 
fer a persen net en a diet, 

• <. 

Frem the Tewn Heuse, 1, S,V, shifted te *ashingten 
abeut eh ich she had ne end ef things te relate abeut changes in 
ways ef life since the eld days ,oelired peeple appearing in the 
M a Vflswer Hetel and se en, after which we had te re-fight the 
battle ef Oxferd and se far, far inte the night, And se 
I sh a ll feld, helding the theught it may have been quiet teday 
in Lyme •••••••• 


12033. 


Monday, Octeber 8th, 1968, 


Memorandum t 

% 

& little tee warm and much te damp, There were 
a fewpatohes ef blue this merning but by neen it was raining 
and altheugh the aun sent a few shafts ef geld aoress the landscape 
as it slid belew the Uentrese hills, it wasn t very o onviiotng, 

Ihe meen is discernable tenight but a thin veil ef cleuds 
filters anything suggesting brillianoy, 

lfy ceffee "hour was pleasant eneugh and I trust 
the same mejed may oentinue, I can but marvel that beth 
J, H, and Celeste can find nethimg mere restful te de than 
travel 400 miles en the Sabbath, I knew net where all 
they traveled but it appears there were plenty ef tewns . 
whixsed through, Dinner was in Opeleus a s er hewever ene spells the 
name ef that pface, '# a rest a urant there which ks 

well knewn by peeple whe appreciate geed feed and they dined 
there, It is called something like L a dees er Lidees er seme suoh 
and is near the Ceurt Heuse, X am teld. It ts run by peeple 
ef celer, has ene waiter fer the 10 er 18 tables 
and ene has never seen a menu in the place• In. shert, 
ene dines en what the heuse has prepared and even peeple whe 
den t appreciate quality indeed say it's grand • 

I think sea feed such as shrimp is frequently served and may 

hqve been yesterday but the marveleus b a ked chicken was all I 

heard a beut • Other tewns in the general neighberheed 

that get a quick ence-ever were Lafayette, St, Martinsville 

a nd Newlberia. where a. step was made at Betty and Keith Ceuragere's, 

Supper was in Leoempte a nd se b a ck heme by 8:30 te 

cenclude the trip begun at 10 in the merning, Feur 

hundred miles with time eut fer a cenference a keut pe canes, 

p eps fer dinner and supper and visits te kin felks 

and I'm tee eld fashiened te yearn fer suoh traveling, 

. • . J .; .. ^ . s 

I did a little talking with tewn., teday but nething ef 
any particular interest, Thelma called te say hew dis¬ 
appointed nething had appeared in the &unday Shrevepert 
Times abeut next Saturday's and Sunday's Pilgrimage, 

Mrs, Walker whe was handling the matter was disappeinted, tee, 

• >“ • ’ <* > sV — 5" 1 * ne . -r v 
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She inquired a beut the scheduled feature stern te 
the Special+eaturea eidter whe explained it was 
thought the stery weuld he mere effective if held te 
next Sunday's date line when Shreuepert readers, aa catching 
sight ef the stery en Sunday uerntng, weuld drep everything 
and head seuthward fer u at chiteches, Seme weuld, 
perhaps, hut mighty few, urthermere Sunday's news 
weuldn't de much te swell Saturday's flew ef teurists, 

J think the Shrevepert imes sheuld have advised that Hie stery 
was being held hut it didn't and neither did the T imes 
Pioayn e, Perhaps the Picayune alse thinks everyhedy 
in the Crescent City next Sunday merning, en rading their paper, 
will drep everything a jeurney afar hut I deuht it, 

,;*<• *■ * - fna-c *i • •» i.O' • f .'*, j 

r . •- ' i . - - 

Thanks te this afterneen's shewer, I get qi ite a let ef 
inside stuff dene, he Ghana he use get turned upside 
dewn and I shall hether little with that fer the balance 
ef the week exoept te put it fa erder, what with muoh 
ef the scrubbing h a ving been dene by sorubbers and net 
deceraters, I suppese I shall make a big eld 
weeden platter ef geurds and vegetaML es te rest en 
the shelf between the dell* depicting the Reverend and Madam 
Shaw, I have seme pretty eggplants, s q u a sh, geurds, 
ekra, peppars and things te be pluoked frem the 
adjacten garden and they eught te previde seme attractive 
oeler cembinatiens, Perhaps I shall de ene fer the^frican Reuse 
a nd an ever sised ene fer the dining ream table ef the big heuse , 
Perhaps 1 shall tees seme perstmmens inte semething er ether 
fer the Tucoa living res a. Friday will be time eneugh 
te h a ve a ge at that effert, plucking as I shall de whatever 
I use after-the day has a b»ut played tut se that the stuff will seem 
reasenably fresh en the merrew, * . 

. i .. ' - * 

. I hung a few desen attractive geurds en b a mbee pelse 
this afterneen and suspended same frem the struts supperting 
the African Heuse reef, I placed these at the b a ck where 
they will be seen by peeple patrenistnj the C eca-Cela 
dispernsery and the t a bles strewn with ceekbeeks and whatnet 
and that seotien will leek pretty eneugh, And new 
I am beund te get te werk ••••••••• 
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Tuesday, Octeber 9th, 1962, 


ns 


Memorandums 

Warm and humid. 

My day get started early er rather my yesterdqj spilled 
ever inte teday since it was nearly 2:30 this merning 
befere I arese frem my desk and flattened myself eut 
fer a d a b ef shut-eye befere 4:45 relied 'reund, I 
had net been werking steadily at my desk, what with I, 8, Willard 
calling fer a n heur's interlude ef chit-chat a beut the herd 
knews what. She mentiened h a ving dined with K a y and 
James at the Tewn Heuse en Sunday night and expressed 
the epinien that K a y, after suddeninly taking herself eff the 
strickest diet, jumped oempletely ever the barriers and erdered 
items en the menu which te I, S,jr, seemed te be 
ef the types that weuld put semething ef a strain en 
people whe didn't imagine there was anything wrena 
with their digestien, 

I remarked te I, S,W, that 1 never call Pecan Park 
since I never knew when I might be certain my call weuld 
net be disturbing sleep. She said she theught that 
ene might oall almest any evening between 6 and 8 in the 
evening, ? 

Mrs,Walker called me this merning te cengrmtulate me 
en what had just been called te her attentien fn the ferni ef seme kind 
ef a stery in a lake Charles, La,, newsp a per which atatad that 
I am the ewner ef famed helrese Plantation, Imagine, 

H a ving a helper this.afterneen, 1 decided fer 
aaueral reasen but primarily fer Natalie's sake this weekend, 
that I weuld de well te give a thereugh cleaning te the beeks 
ten shelves ef beeks frem fleer te oeiling in 
the living reom. The Lerd alana knews hew many hundreds 
er theusands ef velumes*there are but J know 

there are a great many a nd that they really did need a geing ever, 
Accerdingly al ef them were.remeved.frem their shelves and taken 
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•ut m the gallery, given a marking ever and then plaoed b.ok 
in their a ccustimed places and 1 was glad uhen the while 
chire h a d been completed, 

There was much brass cleaning, tie t and ni end if windtw 
washing and general tidying up • 

The p a inters, three string, appeared during the 
afternim ti paint the b a ck g a llery which they did and then 
went m ti p a int the sun di a l and the fluted cilume in t* ich 
it rests. One if the painters ipined that the 
pillar tught ti last firever, si far as resistenoe ti dampness 
is cmcerned since the interiir if the entire shaft 
seems ti be filled with hiney and the wax in which the 
hiney is stired eught ti give winderful pntectim ti » 
the hilhw interiir • The p a intere didn't seem 
frightened by the numbers if bees cmstantly. entering 
and ie a ving the abject if their a ttenttm a nd 
went right a he a d with their wirk . When they had finished that 
miner undertaking, they came ti me ti express their sirriw 
that during the speratims, the an dial h a d simehiw 
lest its balance, tipplingtiward the b mbn hedge but net 
actually crashing ti the gnund by dint if sinle 
miraole if determinatim, simehiw hanging suspended fnm 
its b a se atip the pillar but hanging diwn until 
what had firmerly been the tip new feund itself within 
3 ir 4 feet fnm the gnund • They ibviiusly, 
itseemed ti me, thiught 1 was giing ti fnwn and make 
strange neises and hurriedly assured me they thiught 
they ciuld elevate the thing inti its irtginal 
pisitimin the mirnw • I l a ughed and said I heped they 
knew what they were talking n biut but I, fir me, 
hqd m intenttsn if undertaking# ything if 
the sirt, what with the weight if the dial itself plus 
the aotivity if the bees swarming abiut, 

A telephine call fnm a L ake L harles 
bnk ship thisafternnnwas in the nature if 
an irder fir fifteen Uelnse Plantatim . 
cnk bilks . I take it the article as mentimed 
a>ive must have bnught firth fruit fir the bnk ship and 
me as an eld plantatim iwner. Smile •••• 



Wednesday, Octiber 10th, 1968, 


Me mi rand urn-. 


. U A .^zutiful day ti Ink at but tn warm and 
ti humid ti feel with oimfirt, Tmight is 
lively, ~oliudless and much mien 

I thiught tt was an unwise decisim in simebidy's part this 
*? /l *'* ** was decided the paintere wiuld hmir me 
with their efferts, I welcimed their wservices al night but 
in all hinesty thiught tt wiulfi have been better all anund ti 
omoentrate m the big hiuse where the seomd flier is in 
?.,-!*?**** gambles what with furnitu e scattered and jammed all 
• u«r the galleries awaiting a seomd paint oeat in 

**• ** the But ti me they came 

and I didn **?***%• They beg a n by laying diwn a 
barrage in the bees if the white pillar . After that the 

lartV^f * la ° e U 9 V surprise and gratifioatim, 

t tit * 1? th t ? ad heen or V in 9 fer repairs were indeed repaired . 

1 Si dure *be painters are simply hired with their unending painting 
a nd welcimed an excuse ti frilic at simething else • 9 F 9 

But they did sine painting, tie, including the 
•uthriemat Tucoa, lmg ever due and the eu side if the living rum 
nd beudiir deers and the inside if the screen dura ti same . If 
ine 8tiP'S ti imagine such a cembinatim, me wiuld J 

put me s feet diwn m such a bimbinatim since 
it makes it impassible ti cliae either if the twi sets if dears 

he leoJar t# P reven * th « slew drying 
fa*” sticking, In deep summer when oittm spraying 
had eliminated the misquite this wiuldn t have mattered * 
but new that the a ir planes are felded up a nd spraying put aside, 
the is busy-busy a nd 1 ressrt ti an eleotric fan turned 

1 1 ward the epening In the beudiir where there is a light that 
wiuld have them Sailing in madly, were nit the breese tie much fir them, 


Althiugh i 
wasneverthele 
aftemn it. Be 
I shall be making 


IMa 

king us\ 


quite a pngram in fir the day, I 
hted see James areund 8 this 
ught seme pumpkins fir me and 
if them i er theweekend fir dears, 


Be says tay cmttnues eating things and leeks 
well, he did nit cime diwn tiday, hewever,as .she .did nit 
sleep much last night and accirdingly wanted ti spend the 
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Thursday, Ootsber 11th, 1962. 


day in bed. I shsuld think tsd a y's sleep wsuldn t encsur a ge 
tenight a sleep but I dsn't pretend understanding hsw that 
htu8eh$ld operates. -- t 

Carmen just called ts say tonight's Shrevepsrt 
Jsurnal has a Pilgrimage stsry with a picture sf Lest a painting 
at a Hunter mural. *he will prsb a bly send me the clipping and I 
shall pass it alsng t» little Hiss Lee,. 


Uemsrandum 

Fair. A Des ffaines statian tanight spake at 
the heat wave Iaw a is currently experiencing and 
sa are we. 


Just as I finished the a bsve paragraph, Kay called ta th a nk me 
far a radia statian s caak baak I had sent a l»ng ta her by James, 
he saunded just fine a nd expressed the hape that easier weather w auld 
be here befare lang sa we cauld all enjay the camp tgain, 

t 1 w <*a happy ta discaver several fruit-laden eggplant calleotians 
in three af the Gh a n a parterres, twa af the plants bearing 
a half dssen af the imperial calared fruit in direct 
line with the candletree bushes, the galden candles sa strinking 
in juxtapasitian ta the rich deep purple af the eggplants,, 
he individual parterres shew signs af a utu*a a I disarder Jut 
the acoasianal explasians af cascamb, same scarlet, same 
white, much rase, plus the yellaws and purples mentioned a bave 
give an effeot that is wistfully calarful a nd the 
newly blassaming yaung si nni a plants add a central 

galaxy sf eld f a shisned hues that samehaw ties the whale campasitian 

tagether prettily enaugh^nd mentianing the Q hana garden 

reminds me I had better slide aver that way befare faiding up my 

beard. I left water running in Lauell 's seotian af the 

Unioarn Hause sa that she might have <*i ample supply that 

wauld spill aver inta the Lady Amherst sectian and thence an 

ta the butterfly lily department at the end af the hause. 

A little flooding by Lauell a and the lilies will be delightful 
alike ta Lauella and the lilies while the L a dy Amherst family c a » 
find a *ple raast th a t are sufficiently dry far their^atis faction 
a nd 99 1 shall net da any rushing a baut turning efM^^hsse, 

3a things turn as the busy weekend appraaohjth and 
1 am thankful things ae gaing alsng as well as they a re. I held 
the thaught the impending ane at Lyme may be as restful a s 
mine will be dixay,,,,,..+ 


j w 


awaiting me in today’s air mail fram Lyme ,-.- . 
the decaratian af the card was sa exquisite • 

• ' : ’ ’ i . aw h * i r 1 

I pas delighted with theshift af surraundinga 
as the message progressed and I w a s especially 
enchanted ta envisian the apen air setting, the ducks and all. 

't goej without saying I rejaioe ta learn there is a 

lulmala 1 1 *' en J 9 V breather, even though, I 

suppose, it will be all tea brief I held the * 

thought that a maximum af relaxation may be realised fram 
the momentary let-up and thatdaing nothing 
during the interim may apy lush dividends in the re¬ 
sulting appartuinty far oatching up an rest. 


•• appreciative af the thoughtfulness 
exhibited in sending me the clippings alsng with the nste 
and I am happy ts say that the larger envelspe - 
esntafning the mere voluminous snes can ts 
hand by the same pest, I believe James may be passing 
this way an the msrrsw and I aSfll make the msst sf the 
sppsrtunity ts turn thrsugh them with him. 

As for.the news sf RichariPratt’s wife, I 
was quite taken aback for she was sne sf thsse people,— 
uapualy in physioal appearance reminding me sf Eseae Mae, 
which is just ansthcr way sf saying sne never thinks sf them 
tn any way but gaing an and an forever. Thanks ts 
ysur kindness in aoqu a inting me with the news, I shall 
write Richard fsrthwith, they were such 
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a perfect ceuple, the leas ef ene will mean a complete 
re-erientatien te life, I believe, and *ichard sheuld 
receive a brief note new and twe er three mere lengthy 
letters be fere November runs its oeuree • 

I aP* filled with adniratien te yeu fer yeun 
expreaaiena, ae odreitly handled, in regard te 
the five cent cigar • y*u hit the nail en the head 
ae perfectly . 

italic called me this evening _beut 5 o'clock 
te ask ene er twe paints a bovt Saturday and Sunday . As 
haa happened before, the girls didn't get tegether 
tee perfectly wfien Ihelma and Carmen prepared 
teur particulars . At least ene, peaaibly mere, 
bit of advertising mentiens the afterneen 
teurs as being frem 1 until 5:30 whereas it 
is generally understeed ameng meat participants 
en the receiving end that the spelling gun is at 8 e'leck • 

This haa gummed things up befere when pilgrims put in 

a n cppearance an heur earlier th a n expected . nth 

net a s#ul in fihe big heuae er in theAfrican er Ghana heuaea, 

it presents a preblem 

I have ef the werk reunded up ae far aa this 

year a ge-reund ia cenearned and I held the theught 
n half day en the merrew may aee it all taken care ef . There 
will be, aa there always will be, peeple whe simply have te 
appear the day befere the thing ia scheduled and, 
aa yeu may readily imagine, that tends te beggw dewn things 
still unattended te . I wa s^frankly surprised this 
afterneen when Juanita E, appeared at lucoa un- 
n nneunced, bringing wit her twe yeung matrena 
whe are making the teur en,Saturday er Sunday • Why 
Juanita B • aheuld have drepped in with them and why they 
wanted te aee the ph oe when things were being puahedareund 
tn anticipation ef the weekend deings, I shall never knew • 
There will be mere ef the same thiug en the merrew just 
aa always happens . 
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Friday, Octeber 18th, 1968 • 


Memorandum* 

; j . ~ r - i' ■: ’ ’ ’ 

Fair and warm • The Weather Bureau predicts the same 
fer the weekend • 

- . - - ■■ ' • ' A 0 • Z • '• • ?• 

Xhe Hyaterioal Ladies eught te sell quite 
a few Coca-colas, what with the thermemeter 
"beavering areund in tfre 80'a a nd 90'a • 

A truck arrived areund 5 e'cleck teday, depesiting 
50 oases ef cekea oM a metd t ble er ceunter, the 
men en the t ruck putting several cases ef kettles inte the 
c a binet and covering them itith ice • It seems te me 
we went threugh this same thing last year altheugh I 
had fergetten a beut it untn it happened again this evening . 
naturally, in, current temperatures, the ice isn't geing 
te last very leng since there ia ne oevering at all 
ever the ice, — ne tap te the c a binet and ne oevering 
such as tarpel a n, paper er anything, Naturally 
I bestirred myself tp find seme canvas which may tend te 
slew dewn the melting a little • 

s- . ' t v 

Uy day, naturally enough, has been busy and temerrew 
I must bestir myself a little earlier than usual 
te get a fleck ef stuff eut ef the way befere neon, 

• •> ■ ~ ? s ' •. • ■ , 

Ihpre were the a verage numbers ef smiles and sighs 
in a rapidly turning pattern ef preparatiens ef whioh 
I shall teuch en ene er twe • *>y dint ef seme telephei\Whg 

yesterday, Ur, and ifrs . Walker and I get it arranged 
that James weuld piok up seme cards te be att a ched te 
tiles, —Cotton harvest, a nd the pamphlet q beut 
Miana, James was instructed te pick up the twe 
Packages by steppingat The nterprise and asking fer 
Leuise whe weuld knew 0 II dbeut same, James 
arrived here at 18i 30 a nd Jjypas glad te have the oards • 

Leuise had fergetten hi tofgive him the ether package • 

I called I • S,Williard and naked her te bring the pamphlets 
en the merrew • At 5 e'clepk the Pat Kellys arrived with the 
missing pamphlets and Pat laughingly remarked they ceuld have 

v , 
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Sunday, Ooteber 14th, 1968. 


arrived half an heur earlier »ut it teek I. S.Villard exactly 
ene h a lf heur after reaching them by 'phene te explain they were 
te pick up the afwreaaid package • 


When I went te attend te the oeke delivery, I was 
enchanted net at all te diacever that the paintera had 
given up painting te make a frame fer the mtrreir * 

Siater had breught dewn a menih er twe age, Ihey were preparing te 
install the glaaa alap in the. place en the eaat side ef the 
African Heuae where thp cekea were te be placed . I suggested 
we let the installatien ef the pe a ceok paraph a n a lia 
until after the pilgrims 3 dd the cekea had vanished* 

4 

Celeate visited me a oeuple times between 4 and 5. She 
related laughingly ene ef her merning preblems at the 
big heuae At 9 ahe h a d left Little Hebert's sen, — . 

Uerel, a bey larger th a n I, deing seme werk upataire 

in the big heuae while ahe wmnt te h a ve ceffee. On 

her return, the paintera were atill painting at ene end ef 

the heuae, Dereath a , whe is Uerel a aunt, waa dewnataira 

busy between kitohen steve and diningreeu t a ble and Verel 

was walking a beut in the sunshine in the parterre between big heu e 

and the*frican ene. Celeste asked Uerel if he had already 

finisyed the werk he was deing upstairs a nd he repaended in the 

negative, explaining that "that deer upstairs, the green ene, 

oleaed witlreut anybedy areund and the wind waan t blewing and 

3e giti eu+ % " Uerel is big eneugh te kneck eut 

twe men and a dexen gheate single handed but . 

Uerel waen't taking any chances a9ai net the latter, 

Uerel returned te hia labera en the aecend fleer when aemebedy 
weuld ge aleng with him, . 


I waa 8erjy J a ^ea waa in a '"slew hurry" a nd that I waa, 
tee, ae that we did ne mere than scan tfaJuadlinea ef the 
grand aaaertment ef clippings, beth ef tit determined te ge inte 
same en Uenday, ^ 


Lew Paul came heme early this merning and Leuella seems 
enchanted. I suppeae thye, the guineas a nd peacecka will have 
busy afterneena this weekend • I held the tneught we 
m aV a^-1 alew dewn, ceme Uenday •••••• 


Uemerandumx 


Yeaterd a y the thermemeter and baremeter steed in the 
90'a, Teday the thermemeter waa perhaps in the upper 80's, 
what with cleud ceverage, and fellewing a 10 e'cleck 
ahewer areund 10 this merning, the cleuda can- 

tinued a nd ence er twice between 1 and 3:30 there were miner sprinkles. 
I'he skies cleared areund 5 and tenight the meen is grand. 


Naturally I was busy all Saturday merning but things were 
ready when 1 e'cleck arrived • I ae aeldem wear weelen at this 
seaaen, my black pants felt like a furpaoe. The 

leng sleeves ef the white shirt plus the gaV cravate areund my neck in 
additien ef the cglice vest tended te make 

the atmeapherio aituatie n rather mere trying that they were but 
I was slap happy when everybedy had gene beth last night 
and tenight when I ceuld divest myself ef my cestume 
and slide inte aemething ceeler. 




I think we had leas peeple this year that an seme 
eccasiena hup quality made up fer quantity, ae many 
ef the pilgrims seemed ae interested. 

I am geing te recemmend that in the future 
the Seciety play dewn the feature wherein 
teen-agera ceme in buaea, auppeaedly under the 
8uperviaien ef ene er twe teachers, With 
a single exoeptien the teen agera leaped frem the buses and 
aoattere like a fleck ef pigeens, suddenly turned lease 


9 



frem a temperary cage, fanning eut in every direotien, 

interested in nething ae much a ® ch a aingJq>eaceoka, guineas 

er geeae, streaking acresa parteerea and threugh flewer beds te 

ne a dvant a ge te anyene er anything except their ewn 

desire te be sweeping everything eut ef their way • I had 

theught it weuld be ae pleasant te have the varieua types ef birds gracing 

the gardens but 1 suddenly readlised en Saturday 

that such a hepe was vain and acoerdingly I kept them 
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reunded up in their baaaeeeura teday. 

t . 1 IU ' •, t. ?. ' • .: B. « 

There wepe a» many pleaaant peeple, 1 can enly regret 
I didn't h a ve a n eppertunity ever te finish a cepveraatien 
with any individual• *eme -Dr. Hyde ef Alexandria aaid he had aaked Blythe 
te.ceme up w ith him but ahe had aaid ahe preferred ceming 0 little later. 

He aaid ahe hod been a little indiapeaed in Shrevepert but waa 
alright and back heme. 

e : 1 Ms SUi lit .jbu4 8: i ..it.* "x \ 

Ameng the unexpectedthinga that happened ecoured 
in the African Heuae, Seme peeple, descending frem the upper atery, 
were directed te me te answer theire queatient De all - 
ef the Uelreae beda have mirretra under them and, if as, why. I 
can se eaaily aee this peint being blewn up teateriea ae incredible 
that ene will never reoegniae them but they will 
add anether chapter te the Uelreae aaga• 1 nay 

have mentiened that the paintera laat Friday were geing te ereot the 
glaaa fer the peaoecka under the eavea ef theAfrican Heuae 
where the Ceoa-celk c a sea were te be atatiened during 
he teur. I auggeated that effert be shelved until 
the teur waa ever . The glaaa waa acoerdingly reneved and, aa it turna eut, waa 
placed under the ante bellum apeel bed upataira in the African 
Heuae. The face waa turned up rather than dewn te guarantee 
greater safety, sinoe ene ceuld glimpse it befere getting a feet under 
the bed, Naturally pilgrims saw the thing a nd t ?. - 

never fceqping ef the ultimate use te which tt 

ia te^Wafut, began speculating en the r e a sen why a bed auoh have 

such a thing under it.. It aeema te me J can 

already hear Lyle spinning a vast rig a narele a »*ut it a nd 

Hiss C a mmie giggling a « Lyleweuld we^ve r •- « 

taller and taller t a lea abeut it. 

Felice Gary ef Dallas with her mether and aiater invited me te 
dine with them at St .Augustin's a nd Thelma and Edn a Heat invited me 
te be their guest at the «a*« place butl declined allareund, 
being glad te ferege the pleasures ef the beard fer the bed when 
d a y was dene. 

I enly s a w Ora mementarily, she being late and I insisting ahe 
ge early teattend te gueats at heme • She breught me a aweet 

little gelden bell fremChartrea and a little geld iseeoaburner frem t he aame ml 
And se the teur is achieved fer 2962 a nd I'll relate mere a beut it subsequently 
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Uenday, Octeber 15th, 2962• 


Memorandum 

A beautiful summer's day • The sunshine 
filtered threugh a thin g a uae, tranaparant eneugh te 
let the blue ef He a ven deminate the oeleatial a rr angementa. 

A pleasant but vagrant breeae rushed a beut in little guata 
and then vanished enly te re-appearin child-like play* 

Teday ia the firat I have neticed this year when, aa 
a lw a ya happens in Octeber,Summer aeema te climb up a nd 
ait a 8tride the tep rail ef the fence, dreaming ef 
what ahe has been ijp te ainoe June Slat and a aking 
heraelf if ahe ian t a little .late in having tgnere 
the September Slat date fer her departure which hasn't 
a a yet taken place. One meming late last 
i week befere the first auggeatien ef dawn, the far away aeund 
ef geese heading aeutward. Perh a pa the Canadian . 
nesting places are already being taken ever by v 
,J a ok Freat. But the oall ef the wild geese 
doesn't seem te have exerted any influence en 
the gumming birds whe were feeding in kneta ef 
aix er eight en the .dusters ef butterfly lilies 
befere the pilgrims departedJL different 
3«a8*n o a n net be far in the effing but a e yet Summer 
linge.ra en with patienoe and a lneataerrewful, it weuld 
aeem, ef. her inevitable withdrawal and while this 
meed ceuttnuea, it ia truly, taenderful. 

jBBtt-flU* bUc »’ unr.Mtft -aJi.m an ,t c-'B*'!. 

'M I .. *61 t • as _ ;: . : '. 1C * 

Legically eneugh, nest ef My d a t,waa given eveer 
te petting things back te rights 4 
areund and a beut the aeverl heuaea. When I 
carried away the big white aeup tureen frem the 
dining r.eem in the big heuae, I feund myself 

wandering why I den t make mere vegetable 
arrangements • Lecally$ where material abeunda, 

I aheuld be-atir myself mere eftsn in that direction. I 
sent the eggplant, belle pepar and such like a cress the fence 
and then get busy and made myself anether combi natio n 
efmateri a ls fer Yucca I especially 

like the leng fl a t weeden tray en the shelf just behind 
this desk in whioh five pumpkins, each a hout the 
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size ef a *»$ grapefruit, readily supply all the 
erange oeler anytne could dream ef, With seme bl a ck 
, India 11 corn en the oeb, seme scarlet het peppars and 
clusters ef okra fer the green and s me tiny eggplants about 
rhe size ef eranges fer the purple, net te mentien seme 
snewy eniens and seme yellew smal geurds, yeu 
can readily imagine there is enough te h a ve meued a Cezanne 
te re a ch fer his brush, 


On Saturday night, as seen as Ghana had been clesed, 

I, S, *illard and her bevy .ef hestesses, —I believe she had 
six, net ene ef when I sheuld have selected, stepped 
at Celeste's fer chit-ohat, sandwiches and libatiens, 

I neverattend these gatherings, I, S, Willard epined she 

had nearly died ef thurst during the afternoon as she 

had had neither water ner a oeke, I had gene ever te 

see beut t a king her away en my am fremOhana several times but 

she Has ferever busy with peeple ;while her yeung hestesses 

were drapped every where but inside u ihana• *hy 

she didn't elave .them te rel a x, * don't knew, 

Celeste prepared I, S,W, 

athermes ef ioe water fer Sunday's vigil and frem her kuainess each 
time I passed theGh a n a heuse enSunday, she seemed busy and declined 
all preffered eutings, I think she was wreng beth evenings 
te h a ve gene direotly te Celeste's frelio witheut advising 
me that she had aljesed her pest fer the night and transacting 
whatever little business there was te be attended te instead 
ef taking it te Celeste's gathering ,\[, S, W, 
is admire a ble in se many respects but I declare she 
oan originate mere .tangles-out ef nothing than 
d meat a nyene I knew • 

. ‘ 

v J'n a little behind in cerrespendence but am 
heping te bring things inte line within a day er se, 

I se eften think.ef little Miss Leeand hew she must leng fer 
eppertunities te take pen in hand, especially te SaV He te 
vaoatien friends 


Tuesday, Octeber 16th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

Cleudy and warm this merning. Drizzle meat ef the 
afterneen, Ceel tenight and heaps ef stars, 

At the ceffee heur this merning, mine hestess 
epined: 


"next year a t Pilgmige, I think we eught t< 


Last week it was pesitively ne Pilgrimage .next 
ye a r, I take it this ene must have pleased the lady, 

V- - • i?, ' - -v... 

A couple of weeks a g• a passing pilgrim frem 
Pensaoela mentiened seme interesting publications 
* n s P a ni8h administratien in Leuisiana and threatened 
te send me » /«» shortly, I wasn't .surprised, therefere, 
when last Thursday erFriday I was handed a package and 
was told, in response te my inquiry .at the Pest Office, that 
it came frem Pensaoela, 

T mm+ L i+* piece ef mail ef ne pressing impertance, 

1 ! p ******* until I ceuld get Melrose rigged up 

a nd rt lgrimage eut ef the w a y, H a ving get a ll that out ef mu 

w a V, x «<j3 glad te get a.reund te leekingat the pest 

was astonished te discever, en opening the aforesaid package that 
it had net stemmed frem Pensacola but Pennsylvania and 
TsJl °* ntained a a mples ef the new tjles, I wish 
I h a d known this last Saturday and Sunday but I didn't, 
but I sh a ll be a little mere diligent in the future, l hope, 

. . £ P m sending these sample te The^nterprise s4 ' 

that they may be photographed and thence en te tkeflady 
in Manhattan with the United Nations GiftShep acquaintances, 

r VI h$ur a J i ter 1 had f* lded up my b^ard last night, 

I unfolded it promptly en hearing the 'phene ring. It 
was, of all peeple at that hour, the artist # 

acid she had been feeling alright ever theweekend but 
that she had thought it better net te graoe the African House just 
in case she failed te feel up te snuff any time during 
either afterneen. She talked around and around and 
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finally came it the ptini, it wit, she w a nted an 
African Htuse plate and wtuld pay me seme time as she 
didn't have any mtney,, Remarkable girl t tur artist, 

James just called, He Said he had driven Kay 
ts Hhrevepsrt yesterday ftr .her apptintment 
with Dr, Oberdyke .and that the dtoter ftund his 
p a tient had been making fine prtgress since last 
he had seen her • James seemed as pleased, I 
wtnder hew tne tnolined ttward hyptchrtndria feels 
tn hearing such news, James repsrted 

there isi , a n .apple pie tn their ice btx, intended stlely ftr 
my use, I take it it may be frtm Kay's true hand os she 
Itvely te bake, 1 a dmenished him net te let me 
find him casting eyes tf yearning in that directien. 

They threaten tt htntr me with a visit tn the rntrrew tr next day, 

J, H, dined at the big htuse ttda, his wife spending 
the day at the ctuntry olub immediately ftlltwing 
the 8 t'cltok ctffee htur. He w a sn't pleased with 
Secretary tf Agriculture Freeman’s speech at the meeting 
inwHdwleans, J, H, a nd J, H,Williams had driven 
dtwn tt the Crescent City tn Sunday afternstn tt ttend the 
Utnday meriting Agriculture meeting, I heard a reptrt tf 
the Freeman speeoh in which he was queted as stressing 
the need tt Save the lands tj small farmers ftr the small 
farmers, I can imagine the*reeman apprtaoh wtuld h a ve 
enchanted few large eperattrs present. It w a s interesting 
tn quite antther tack at ttday's dinner that the merchent planter 
mentitned the same thing J, H, Williams' sister-in-law 
mentitned the ether. d a y, tt wit, that J, H, Williams 

had ftund a ctuple tf ctltred beys in a pecan tree stmewhere tn a piece 

tf, his far-flung prtperty a nd had taken themtt his 

gin stmewhere near ttwn andbe-labtred them with a rtpe, Seme- 

htw it called b a ck tt memtry the carpenter whtse arm J, H, W, 

had hrtken Mfd then had the ctltred carpenter arrested ftr 

having tried tt assault him. Frankly, 

I was surprised his sister-in-law shtuld h a ve mentitned 

the rtpe epistde L but prtbably she dtesn't kntw 

what a dubitus repuiatitn the five cent cigar's brtther has 

amtng petple up and dtwn Cane*iver, especially 

in the o a bins, and this in spite tf the fact that 

he tperates nt htldings in this area. 

And new I must dt a otlumn a iid then call-it a day, ,,,,,,* 


Wednesday, °cttber 17th, 1962, 


Memtrandumi 


Cttl in the 70's with a v a gue 
during the mtrning and glimpses tf 
the afternstn 


strt tf sprinkle 
sunshine during 


littil 39 dt t9dav hut achieved at 

U, m l™ in 9 a ytung gentleman appeared, 

t f cAr aX h? d 1*1% wkat + had >aby', —B, Randtlph 
/ • Uld . hin u amtunce himself thus. He is 

fflrntil d til ld * a ’! d j 8 named Br9Wn and he live » •» 

Hew T.rknmltj Tilla98 a " d W9rk ° ' 9r • 

lady i/llr all/tanh 09 ^ 8 aCr#Sa f*"oe, after advising the 
a V »ur apprtach. She was enchanted. After that y 

yp yjx.rr. ss ^ tjs : 

talking g bsut their regret in net getting the R a nd earn,. 

s:: ? /; 
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Thursday, Octeber 18th, 1962, 


Back te Tucca te gr a * seme instruments ts werk en the b a mbt$ 
but befere I ctulddaah eut a nether tap and it waa 
Blythe Rand aHelen Brewer • Blythe waa bearing 
n» end ef crackers, feed stuffs ef uari#us varieties, t in¬ 
dy ding grape juice, ef all things • If I 
die ef starvatien befere merning, it isn't the fault 
ef either B, Randelph, James Register, Juanita Henry 
er Blythe Rand • 

• 

Blythe had much te relate -isut her euting at 
Weedsteck te which she jeurneyea twice, spending part 
ef her twe menths vacatien ~ds '■between that place and Manhattan, 

She said P a ul King Rand theught she leeked jfale a »d she had 
had seme bleed transfusiens because shewaan t getting 
eneugh exygen, I theught she appeared as full ef 
vim and viger as usual ted a y and she w a a, ef ceurse, driving 
her ewn car • 

She theught the place leeked pretty in its fresh paint 
but she w a s seemingly mere cencerned a beut the a ppeargnce ef 
the butterfly lilies, It seems that she, like Cikeste, 
haven't had a ny blesaems this year while deanes ef clusters, 
atep 6 and 8 feet stems glena the Tucca gallery 
and at theend.ef theUnicern Heusegive an impressien 
ef herticultural epulence that seems te delight everjene, 

Hatu ally I didn't mentien the name ef Mrs, GerdenRandelph 
te Blythe a s Blythe seems te have been jealeus ef B, Blythe 
didn't mentien B,, en her part, but she did say 
that peeple areund Celfdte repert ne pecanes at 
a ll and Mr, Brewn had reperted the same thing this merning, 

I find it edd that the whele ceuntry seems te be experiencing a shertage 
this year in centrast te last year's a hundanoe every where, 

r i • * *“** i 

And new I must get busy and de seme werk which 
I sheuld have undertaken leng befere new, 1 held the theught 

bright blue weather may still be ebt a ining in Lyme 

* 

» ' -**•- «s4 9* I ? ‘ 



Memerandum: 


Fair and pleasantly ceel just a s Octeber weather 
is auppesed te be. 



. While at ceffee at 9 this merning, she was 
called te the phene, returning te the gallery te 
repert the ene time everseer, Mr, Earnest, 
had just died at the “atchiteches hespital• 

I didn t knew he had been a iling and assumed 

he was at his heme, a few heuses dewn the read belew 

the bulb gardep, It seems he h a d 

been in tewn fer a ceuple ef d a ya. Lew 

bleed pressure, pneumeni a a »d kidney difficulties were 

listed as his filial difficulties. 


J 


- ----U- WWW * WJ W ISC WJ 

the early celenial families in this area and he had 
indeed, descended censider a bly, I guess itwas 
during the winter that J, H, remarked ene day that he 
had never knewn but ene man, Mr, Earnest, whs lived 
witheut eating, I suppese he had been tipsy every day fer 
years,Beth Lyle and 1 alw a ys treated him a s he 
treated us, —with extreme peliteness, Beth Lyle 
and I knew quite well, hewever, that Mr, Earnest, 

liillb^lly' 681 * 60 * 8a ° e * lace re sidence, was a pure 

X • 

he thing that has alu>aVS made me smile whenever 
Mr, Earnest s name came te mind was a serieus remark 
he made te me ene day en the stere gallery. We 
had had a pleasant little shewer, perhaps half inch, a nd 
when the sky had cleared, I went te the stere. On paas - 

+? f a 7‘f 3t •” th8 ollery, I said Geed evening and remarked 

that it .had been a nice little r a in . 

Tl 

SM r® w us," respended civilly eneugh ... ,"Abeut 
15 er 20 inches, * recken," 


Peer Mr, Earnest, His 2 a st name w a a 
Derban er Derbenne er hew ever, —the name waa eften 
spelled se differently in the celenial recerds and I 
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Friday, October 19th, 1968, 


never did inquire hew the present generatien spells it, 

I a* ferever being surprisedat centreversies ever 
nething that get started by ene thing er an ether in CaneRiver 
Herne, l m a y have mentiened yesterday that Blythe ' 
teek me te task fer h a ving n uete the oeek as 
recemmending an eld reester in making gumbe. She 
declared a n eld reester is ne geed and that nebedy 
but a nigger weuld use ene fer gumbe, Rigger is a werd 
Blythe uses se frequently* This mwrning I 
h a d three calls frem Ratohiteches ladies, each cen - 
gratulattng me en the gumbe reoipe reperted in the 
oelunn and dL 1 especially endersing the use ef 
dJ eld reester, I mentiened that a nAlexandri a lady h a d 
said a fat hen was far superier fer such a purpese but 
each lady in turn said a fat hen h a d nething but fat en her 
and ruined a gumbe, This evening I had a feurth call frem 
still anether white lady in tewn whe wanted te speak • 
a beut the gumbe recipe, She said she always-used 
an eld reester and. that never did she get eut 
riding with her husband that she didn't cast eyes ef 
yearning at every eld reester they might 
catch sight ef while in the big read, I think 
Blythe frequently likes te start a » argument a beut anything a nd 
deesn p t care which side she takes, just se leng as she oan 
fuss akfut seme thing and yesterday the eld reester tegs 
the first thing ceming readily te hand,0ne ef thess 
d a ys when o a sting a heut fer a CaneRtver subject, I might de well 
te start feathers flying by teasing in a n eld reester a nd a fat 
hen and see what the ^readers want te de a beut same. 

And new fer a day bf g a lleping up and dewn.this 
keybeard and thence te dreamland ,••••• " - 


DUemerandumi 

!/•-, day and an 3 qud ly marveleus night. 

Hid 80 s at neen, upper 50's tenight, I recken, 

{ * 1 l ust * aC * a turn in U h a n a garden. The stars are se 

brilHant and the number ef fireflies astenishing, I 
find it rem a rk a ble hew deep summer cetten dusting can finish eft 
insects se cempletely a nd yet hew r a pidly they can re-appear, 
ence the airplanes are felded up fer the seasen. 

Of all the tempests in a teapet I did 't expect, the 
ene currently ragin a s te which is better in making 
gumbe, an eld reeater er a fat hen beats everything, There 
were mere phene c a lls ted a y en the subject and I feel 

{ ra0aa . aa the basis fer a celumn when I find myself 
witheut anything m particular 4* write „beut , 

I must remember te oensult a ceuple ef physicians, tee, 
en a James related when he drepped tn this afterneen, 

!*!!*.*! 3ee *, h l arUat and >*ing in a talkative meed, 

mentiened thatene ef her grandmethers, a slave, used te 

^ell her a special methed empleyed by cert a in masters 
when pregnant slaves merited a whipping, Accerding te the 
artist, her grandmether stated that in such cases, 
the female slave was .placed ever the end ef a barrel, the 
a, j d 3$ thatthe unbern child she was carrying weuld 

fit inte the barrel be fere the las% was appliedte the 
slave a butterks and b a ck, The terse frem breasts telega being thus 
pretected frem the last, there was ne danger the unbern child 
weuld suffer a ny physical pre-natal effects. Seme ef 

r Iflw?. i aI2 rV? 3 J* r * c#uld ° 3 rt <>i"ly think up seme things alright , 
I shudder when I think ef wh a t seme ef their descendants might 

lave cerne up with, if given the chances their grandpapay's had. 

Hiss Cammie w a s ferever saying » ■Hether used te say" that 
B a yeu Lafeurche, when a plawmr didn't treat his 
slaves humanely, the neighberlng planters weuld get tegether 

his Slaves, after which the 4 ireceeds 
weuld be given him and he weuld be ferced te le a ve the cemmunity, 

1 knew ef at least ene planter named Is a ao Erwin whe was never 
f reed te sell ai y slaves but whe ceuld think up seme 

mighty h a rrewing things by way ef being mean te his slaves en 
eccasien. 
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Returning tt Cane a iver ^emt, I a m forever being con¬ 
fused by re-action te same. 1 was frankly shame¬ 

faced ftr knocking off such a trite tne, —Mid Term 
tr Mid Tear Elections, appearing in this week's issue. 

Pioture my surprise when a few peeple tssk the trsuble tt 

write tr rather tt 'phtne me tt express satisfaction 

with same and James a lmtst startled me ttday when he said that 

while he didn't find it a s entertaining a s stme, K a y thtught 

it tne tf the better tnes. I knew K a y dtesn't 

like the Kennedys and it is ptssible the petple phtning dtn't 

either and ptssibly they read the article in such a way as tt find in it 

a critioism tf the President although, os i recall, I believe I 

expressed the thtught it wtuld be better if nt President and nt 

ex-President ever gtt tangled up in Ctngressitn a l 

and Gubernatorial campaigns . 

With the d a ys getting shorter, I a w giving the birds 
their supper a little earlier these days and they a ll seem 
tt be re a dy ftr same when I make a gesture in their 
direptitn artund a quarter tt five. Frequently 
supper at the big htuse is delayed these nights when 
pecan trucks barge in abtut the time the supper bell taps. 

Often we have fried chicken tr stme such and the twt black cats 

jturney with me tt the big htuse and sit tn the b a ck steps, 

kntwing full well that when 1 ctme tut eventually, I shall 

be bearing something tttthstme ftr them. They walk with me 

tver tt Yucga where they eat tnthe gallery. All summer the 

birds have ntted this custtmand have trailed altngas far as the gate 

tt get their extra handtut. But ntw that first dark ctmes altng 

atmetimes beftre ± le a ve the big htuse t it is interesting 

that the pe a ctoks and guineas, having supper earlier and taken 

tt the higher reaches tf the bigger trees, stmehtw manage 

tt keep an eye tn me as 1 jturney frtm the big htuse tt Yucca 

and ctme flying pellmell tut tf semi-darkness ftr 

a .htt iscuit tr stme such* I give them their ptst supper 

under the Afrioan Htuse eaves and tsnight they made quite 

an interesting pattern, much tff&ktch was exceedningly tbscure, 

where the darker feathers figures in the thing but the white 

guinea, the white peacock and the white rabbit were 

j distinct entugh even thtugh the three dark peactoks 

and the three gray guineas were difficult tt distinguish 

a nd st were the twt bl a ck cats when they gtt a rtund tt jtin in the 

warm biscuit festival • St turns the plantatitn 

wtrld and st I must turn tt asnswering a few letters and* thence 

tt my pilltw...... 


Memt rand urn : 

Saturday meriting was warm and sunny, the afternttn 
develtped cltuds and an inch and a half tf rain descended. 

Ttday was supptsed tt be clear but the cltuds lingered tn 

and the thermometer didn't get a btve the 60 's. Maturely 

T rejtice that this weekend's weather came this weekend and ntt last. 

Hie Jtel Fletchers with five guests frtm Lafayette were 
scheduled tt appear Saturday afternttn between 3 and 4. 

Celeste asked me tt tell them she had an appointment in 
ttwn and ctuldn't be here. She shewed gttd sense in 
»»•* staying ftr them since they never did shew up. < 

They called abtut 9*45 Saturday night tt say 

they wtu\d be here this mtrning at 9 and they did, indeed, 

appear this mtrning but stmewhat after 10.The 

Fletchers are ltvely petple in many respects but they have «, always 
been like that st far as Melrtse appointments are otneerned *. 

One tf the unexpected, tr rather tne tf the curitus 
things happening tver the weekend tttk place tn 
Saturday mtrning a t 'lhe*nterprise office when a m a n, thtught 
tt be in stme w a y ctnnected with the Qtvernment, drtpped in 
tt trder several ctpies tf Thursday's issue, —he specified 
the Mne, bearing the^ane^iver Memt abtut mid term electitns, and 
tne fltpy each was tt be sent tt several petple, tf tf the said 
petple being Drew Piers tn, tf all petple. The first word 
ctnUng tt mind, tf cturse is why. Perh a ps D. Pierstn draws stme 
• ^ his material, frtm ctlumnists artund and abtut but 1 can't 
imagine a nything in that ctlumn that wtuld interest anybody. 

James called this a fternttn. He Saidfydn't h a d 
a gttd night and accordingly they were ntt coming down 
tn this, S a bb Q th. James said he had been down 
this way this mtrning but h a d nt.t drtpped in because, of ter 
spending a little time doing st me wtrk at the camp, he 
hfld discovered time w a s running along and he wanted tt get b a ck 
htme tt turn off a » electric heater. I assume Kay 
was sleeping. A 
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I got a round to do a little reading and in 
seme unexpected text ran acr»88 a reference to 

Halley 's Comet as having appeared in 1758, It recalled to mind some 

diggings I had made when a child in a hcient diaries, letters 

a nd the like, starting my diggings by figuring b a ck wh a t 

years the comet had made its rounds, As I recalled, 

it was a bout every 75 years, On ck * check ng #n this time- 

table, however, I discovered that the comet does not oomple te its 

orbit on a precise schedule, As a matter of fact, the 

1758 date, as mentioned in the book I was reading 

proved to be incorrect for it seems that actually 

the comet didn't m a ke its round until the spring of 1759, and 

and the pattern it follows is to m a ke the orbit either in 

75 years, 76 years and 77 years, although 1 am noc sure in than 

order r after which it reverts to whatever of those three time lengths 

comes next, I don't see how this fact can be of the slightest 

interest to a nyone but I gather my research in seeking references 

by contenpoary writers might have been speeded considerably, had 

I known a bou\ this v a riation every time around, I remember 

there was quite a s£ir an the 1688 go-round because lots of 

people were writing-letters, keeping journals and what not in that year, 

1 remember there was quite s flurry during the Renaissance, —the Italian,- 
but I don't recall .the date, prob a bly in the 1470's or 1480's, It s 
only appsar a nce thus far .in the 20th century w a s in 1910 a nd 
will return a 9 a in in .this century, either in 1985, 1986 or 1987, 
however the sechedule is geared for the next visit, 

I heard lies Chaplain's voice last night for the first time in 
quite a while, &he was at ~T§osie. ilillspah 's and had been trying 
unscuccesafully to get Celeste on the 'phone and so ended 
up by calling me to ask if I would ask Celeste to call her, 

The hour was sort of 9 o 'clock-iah, I hung up and 

dialed C e i ea te whom I got readily enough and today 

Celeste told me she completed the circuit without a ny difficulty, 

I learned tod a .,that two people, from town had tried to Call me 
last night without a ny luck so I takemt the party line 
is playing tricks on the subscribers again, 

And now I must knock off a column and then call it a day•••••••• 


/ 
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J fonday, October 22nd, 1962, 


Memorandum » 

Fair and cool, 

All the news tonight revolves about the President's 
speech announcing an embargo on Cuba, 7f memory serves, 
a n embargo presupposes a state of war to exist. The Soviet 
director has indicated so often that Cuba and the U,s,s,r, 
are buddies, each prepared to fight for the other, —imagine 
Cubq fighting for Russia, it would appear that 
either the Soviet Chairman or the A merican President is 
going to h a ve to do a little back tracking. 

Among thq unimportant little sidelights of 
the President s dcU was the fact that he telephoned this 
morning the three living ex-Pre isents, advising them 
of what he planned to cover .in tonight's move. The . 
fact that he felt moved to do th^s reminds meof an observation 
made or implied in a recent Cane* iver ’levio, .that once a man has 
breathed the rarefied air of the~Preisency, he can never again 
occupy a space marked Ordinary Citisen, 

t * l 

• ^ 

I haven't heard a ny news following the pPresident' s pseech 
except for 10 or 25 minutes immediately following it, 

Hobody 1 heard mentoned Berlin but it seems to me • 

it is Berlin rather th a n L t ub^ where the trouble will 

be concentrated, I h a ven t a doubt that a ut§matically t 

Moscow will put a squeeze on Berlin a nd that is where the sparks will 

fly. Just as the United States can take Cuba 

any time she wants to, so Moscow can seal off Berlin 

any times she ipleases, I suppose. 

It is said Russian economy has ts weak spots at the 
moment, especially in agriculture, and more 
th a n one rumpus has been started ip times gsne bye when home 
difficulties impell those, in power to beat, the drum for a foreign squ a bbit 
so that domestic shortcomings may be forgotten in a wave 
of super-patriotism. 
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Tuesday, October 23rd, 1962. 


I must s a y that 1 have always been puzzled by Russia's 
seeming .determination to get things the hard way in international 
matters. -Immediately following the 2nd World War, Stalin 

hnnl 9 **iuJls d ir lh mind t9 * i#t •Jf thin 9* Which he preb a bly ceulc 
lave secured with comparative ease h a d he net gene eut of his way 

te rattle the s a kre a nd push all the rest ef the werld inte 
a panic about his intentiens. If he had enly played aleng 
rbkth the major pewers, it seems te me he ceuld have secured his 
aims with comparative ease. I gather the present regime 
has had its heart set reunding -up much ef the 
Americas, especially te the seuth. I gather they were enjeying 
» 9 f,* u ° 09B * J n t,lia line • elide vor by ecenemic and 

political efforts. -*hey simply couldn't reist the temptation, 
however, to start buidling military b a ses, seemingly * 

with a view to threatening people inte doing their will 
instead ef sticking to their non-military infiltrations, if, indeed, 
one m a y say a Soviet policy ever presupposed anything of 
a non-military move, lie matter what the guise. I don't 

i?*'? *• Urow aw a y so m a ny tons 

of good will that he probably possessed as an ally at the close 
of the war. yV the same token, I don't understand 

P re3an * Kremlin set insisted on making such a show of force 

I?*; ®a« certainly dint thing their chances of 

success in South*merica that w a s being penetrated without 
unusual nervousness. 

u,mrkinnl'mf h VtZS* C9Ur8 J> doesn't h a ve to wonder a bout the 
workings of nindaoross the sea whenone can easily enough 

draw a Hank when trying to figure out the mental operations 

8 n * are8t neighbor as the individual and humanity a s a whole 
blunders along on course that so often seem more guided by 
chance th a n design. Verily, Father Divine 
w a s so right i Peaae, it's wonderful . 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cool. 

here was plenty of ozone in the air and I 
responded by going around all day as fast as a dog chasing 
his tail but I don't seem to remember di ything 
much accomplished. Oh, yes, I did re-build the 
b a mboo fence in front of Ghana which wasn't much except to 
take up time. I had removed all the b a mboo from that 
barrier last week and cut enough b q mboo to make the 
new fence. 4s the bamboo is placed horizontally, however, 
it dossil t require too much material and it was 
accomplished in a short time. I put a couple 
of kig nails in the top of each post and place the b a mboo 
between the nails, thus 2 voiding splitting of 
the b a mboo. As for the line running midway between 
the ground and the top of. the post, Iput big nails 
in the posts so that the b a ^boo rests on it and 
also avoids the splitting that would result if 
the b a mboo were actually nailed to the post. his method t 
provides adequate suppo.rt for the b a mboo so that the 
gourds, a group of them somtimes weighing two or three hundred 
pounds, remains iqell off the ground and 

the fence never sags, thanks to the stoutness of the b a mboo. 

Hie circle ill the center of the^haiia remains 
fresh and wonderfully colorful, wliat with the a kendance 
•/ the second growth of zinnias, sweet basil and sage 
but the thermometer is 9 beginning to s ay into the 40's, 
suggesting that a frost can t be too far in the effing and 
one of these daysoack Frost^will make his .initial round 
and the color in the vegetable garden will be 
gone for 1962. 

In antic ipation of the frost, I cut down 
some of the taller banana plants along the 

Yucca gallery where ever their great leave, sometimes 8 or 10 




\ 
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Wednesday, Octtber 24th, 1962. 


Memtrandum: 


feet in length will get entangled with telephene and 
electric wires when the seastnal sag begins, a mtve made 
at this time that will facilitate remtval tf the bananas when cutting 
dtwn time arrives. • 

Twice teday petple passing this way have e xpressed amazement 
and delight with the size and beauty tf the big red apple I have 
tn the little end t a ble altng side the stfa in the 
living rttm. I must say I-never saw a bigger redder tne but 
in every expressitn tf asttnishment, petple have tt be 
enlightened tn the sctre that while the big red apple 
is magnificient, in re tality it isn t an 
apple at all but merely tne tf the belle peppars I used 
in the vegetable arrangements during pilgrimage. 

Altng a btut 3*30 my wtrk was interrupted when 
Dr .Talley, the lady dtcttr frtm flew Orleans, dropped in tt 
say Htwdy. She had much tt tell me a leut her Eurtpean ttur 
and I was delighted tt hear everything . Tfie place 
she wtuld like tt return ftr a quiet, leisurely seastn 
is Fltrence. She ctuld spend mtre time in 
Rtme, years tt visit V.ienna which she missed, and dtesn't 
every have tt return tt Spain tr Ptrtugal. **he wtuld 
like a leisurely spring tr summer in lie de France where . 
she fell in ltve with the Chartres neighbtrhttd. 

She was thunderstruck at the manners tf stme tf the petple 
attending the wtrld medical meeting in Lisbtn. She 
said the fttd was uncertain and she was quite unprepared 
ftr the manners tf stme tf the petple, as, ftr example, 
a lady picking up a rtast frtm a buffet at a receptitn and 
attacking it in the manner tf Henry VIII and then putting 
it b a ck tn the platter. 

She level the ltwer Rhine are a and thtught 
htw pleasant it wtuld be tt spend stme time in tne 
tf the many little charming inns in that are a which she saw 
but did'ntt stay in, as she was traveling with a numertus 
medical ctmpany. t 

0 

And ntw I must get busy and dt stme wtrk but shtuld 
much preferchatting with little Miss Lee....... 


Clear and cttl. Mrs. Qenung reptrted seeing 
fr-pst tn her lawn in flatchittches. I didn't see 
a ny evidence tf same dtwn this way. I was 
impressed by a radit reptrt that Kansas City 
gild Anchtrage, Alaska, h a d the same thermtmeter readings 
and that Chicagt was even ctlder. *e are 
premised a ltw tf 42 ftr ttnight a nd frtm 
where sit, the premise appears reastnable entugh. 

James came tt see me this afternttn. 

He reptrted I. S.Willard had ctme tt see K a y 
in Pecan Park a day tr twt age. She mentiened tn 
her arrival that she had turned her a nkle tn her steps 
when leaving heme. The ankle increased in 
pain during her visit and she prtceeded tt the 
htspital where the lady dtcttr chanced tt be. 

X-ray pictures shewed lit brtken btnes. One 
assumes a tendtn has been stretched. I believe 
I. S.W. remained at the htspital ftr a night a nd 
perhaps a day. I shall give her a buzz 
later ttnight when respect a ble petple 
tn this party line will h a ve ftided up. 

One tf the ttwn banks, perhaps the Exchange, 
celebrated its 70th birthday tr stme such. 

1 believe there was a dinner tr sene such at 
theBrtadmtre restaurant. Acctrding tt mine 
htstess at ctffee time, R. B. shewed mtvies and slides 
tf their August jaunt^and the ctmentary was 
by his wife and the ctmmentary was said tt be just 
grand, I kntw net if this implied the pictures weren't 
up tt snuff tr iitt. 

In yesterday's enveltpe, 1 encltsed tne tf Rt a n's 
usu a l ptst scripts tt her flatchez Trace ftrm letter. 
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It cent a i ned .news that I passed en te James,— 
the reference te. Alice having meued frem * J ewOrleans 
te her eld heme in Matches and the news that Mary 
and Herbert Reads aren't h a ppy in Metairie, In regard 
te Herbert and Mary, nebey except Herbert and Mary ever 
theught they weuld be• Obvieusly it is well that 
net tee many peeplee are ever given an eppertunity te 
run ether people's business fer them *ut never 
de I remember feeling mere strsngly a desire te try te 
persuade *ary and Herbert frem making the meve they did • 

It enly came te mind while talking te James about 
Alice that I never heard anybedy say and that I never inquired 
whence came Richard, Alice's husband, James 
said he ceuld remember him at having eccupying a reem 
in a heuse next te the Jehn Martins and that in - 
these leng a ge days, Richard weuld have been the last persen 
te carry eff the palm in a beauty centest, He sa>id his 
hair was fire red and that his face was as unfertunately fermed 
and semehew resembling that ef Sinclair, —Lewis Sinclair, 
whe certain did net h n ve beauty included in his many ether 
gifts, James said that when last he had seen Hichard 
at theGraham heme in Hew Orleans, Hichard's hair was still 
the same firey red but the ameunt he pessessed had been 
vastly reduced that it new is mere like a fringe 
areund the b a ck ef his * head. Verily Alice ceuld 
never have married R+cbard for beauty, 

James had ene wenderful \cTea fer semebedy te carry eut 
in the department ef play writing. The stery weuld be 
centered en a trial, sert ef a case ef Mary Duggan type 
frthing but all the rest weuld be se diffsrent. The 
whele business weuld center en the hereihe, a aix 
lady based en I, S, Willard and ence she 
get en the stand, she weuld se cenfuse the 
presecuting atterneys, the judge and jury and 
she weuld t a ngent them e f in her testimeny until 
they were all u» er the chairs and tables and 
the preeecuted lady weuld be prayed te accept her 
acquital if she weuld enly step talking and leqve 
the Ceurt ,,...... 


Me me rand urn s 

fair and celd with a frest almest inevitable 
tenight, . 

Having bravely begun with a single sentence, I 
had te pause te answer the 'phene, —I, S, Hillard, 

She says she is feeling fine, is wearing a rubber bandage 
•u her ankle and is able te mesey abeut, drive her car and 
se en. She is quite ench a nted with the lady decter 
whese services she is using fer the first time, I knew 
net whe her decter has been all these years but it dees 
seem remarkable that she has net had eccasien te 
de business with a lady s^e must have knewn fer years and year 
and seems te like se much • 

She wanted te talk abeut the Cuban situatien and hew 
leng I theught it weuld ebtain, it seems her sen, D a n, 
had just returned frem Califernia en Menday, I believe, 
a nd was thinking ef giving up his n a val career te accept 
seme kind ef a job with seme Calif ernia cencern, —airplanes 
er seme such, I imagine, . *he jeb must have been premising 
te impell him te censider giving up the navy after all 
these years, net te mentieh the fact that his father- 
in-law is an Admiral se that beth husband and wife 
must be accustemed t Navy io a ys. But new that 
the crisis has arrived and Defense jebs all up and 
dewn the line are preb a bly fresen fer the duratien, the 
Willards are understandably wendering what will be 
next and when • 

Teday's Enterprise carries an excellent likeness ef 
Dr, Knipmeyer, Until he read it te me, I did 't . • 
knew that his sen, Beb, is currently living in D a yten, 

Ohie fer the last time I heard ef Beb and family they 
were in California, Beb is with R, C• A, and I suppese 
R, C, A, is all ever the place, including Dayten • 
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Friday, dottier 26th, 1962. 


* 


Ttu will alst ntte in this week's issue 
a likeness tf the three tiles, under which appears the • 

Cane 1 iver Memt tn the subject tf the ltcal tiles. 

I wish the cttttn cruoifixitn had been placed in the middle 
instead tf at, the end ef .the- tfiree likenesses. the 
ctlumn itself is tf n» interest and *afl Feu may gather frtm 
the first sentence, it was stirred up net ftr 
regular readers but with a view tf being used at seme time tr 
tther ftr tile pr,tmttitn in ctmmunities that never heard 
tf the Cane River ctuntry, 

Althtugh the sun was bright ttday, it didn't 
tr nsmit sufficient warmth tt out thrtugh the 
chilly wind tut tf the ntrtheast but I stuck tt trellis 
building . I learned at supper Mr• and Mrs. Shaw tf 
Austin had ctme tt see me this afternttn, stepping at 
thesttre tt ask if I was at htme . They were ttld I was and tt 
inv a de the gardens but a s I never saw them , I ctnclude they didn't 
get a s far as.thp gturd garden in their ttur tf ex- 
pltratitn. Th e clerk reptrted that Mr. Shaw had 

stated he and his wife are very fend tf me and regretted being unable 

tt find me,.. I a w glad the clerk did 't send an Ethtpian 

tt tr a ck me dtwn ftr I wanted tt get the wtrk dtne I had started and 

I have never met the •Haws but tyce while they are 

undtubtedly very fine petple as b a nkers gt, I suspect 

Mr. Shaw tf being a bigtt tf the first water and feel nt vast 

megnetic pull in that directitn. 

Ttntqht'8 radit mentitns Jthn Steinbeck mb get 
this year s fJtbel Prise,, Verily, ntthing succeeds 
like succes^,. I think eperytne must agree he is tne 
tf America 8 tutstanding writers a nd I can't imagine 
anybtdy ctmplaining a btut the award, 

_ • * • • 

Celeste ancj ^, H. went tt Mew rleans ttday and st I* 
r,m pretty much altne tn the plantatitn ttnight, except ftr 
q few hundred tther petple, tf cturse being scattered a btut in 
cabins up and dtwn the rtad. J. H. flies b a ck ttmtrrtw 
and 1 believe Celeste returns this weekend, planning tt heard tut 
ftr M a nsura tr M arksville midweek ftr All Saint'3 DaV . 


Memtrandumt 

Clear and ctld, Tfie radit speaks tf 10 inches 
tf sntw is West Virginia and sntw in upstate Hew 
Ytrk. I htpe there isn't any in Lyme. We 
were supptsed tt get a frtst last night but cltud ctnverage 
, develtped and Jack Frtst failed tt put in an 
appearance. He can keep right tn dting that withtut a ny 
tbjectitn tn my part. 

Carmen ttld me ttday that Thelma is in Htum a , . 

Thelma's htme ttwn, in Stuth Ltuisiana. Jthn ttld 
st me visittrs yesterday that Thelma was in a htspital 
ftr 3tme strt tf a delicate qUdittry tperatitn. - When 
I talked with helm tn the phtne tn M 9 nd a y, she mcntitned 
3he and Jthn might be gting tt Htt Springs this weekend tt 
haul b a ck stme drinking water as neither tf them like the 
IJatchittches water. One tr twt petple have 
asked me tt inquire frtm Jthn where his wife is but I have 
declined. After all, if a lady wants . tt withdraw frtm the 
U3U a l hurly-burly ftr a n tff-the-rectrd sessitn, 1 think her 
wishes shtuld be respected, 

. T was pleased w en James appeared tn my dttrstep 10 
minutes beftre nttn dinner time. We awaited the arrival 
tf the clerk tt jtin in a glass tf ptrt a »d we 
were all h a ppy tt find J. H. at the big htuse ftr 
dinner, I assume Celeste will be htme tn the mtrrtw, 

, J, H. reminded me tf a n auttmttive vehicle whtse 

engine was racing a mile a minute but being temptrarily tut 

tf gear, remained statitnary, Ttiere were st maiy 

ttpics tt talk abtut, pl a ntatitn tperatitn mtstly, stme 

current events, R. E. A. and Irby ffttt was a lst gracing the btard 

and J. H, Wa s jumping frtm ttpic tt ttpic and at the same time 

ctnsuming fttd a mile a minute and eating things like 

rtast ptrk which is b a nned frtm Celeste's table but 

which is wtrked tn tver time at the big htuse. I t 

can but wtnder at the pace he maintains, —wtnder 

and regret. 

James asked me tt gt tver tt the c amp with him after 
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dinner and I did fT afi hsur and fsund it very pleasant there, 

He had several Hunter canvases he wanted me ts see- 
and I fsund a ll •/ them remarkable and be my liking, 
e said he had seen the a rtist this merning and fsund her in 
gay meed. He remarked up»n a n eu> wrist watch she was wearing, re¬ 
placing the sne she had wsrn be/ere. ,J -he firmer sne didn't 
wsrk very well after she remembered, after she had finished 
seme laundry, ,that she had fsrgstten t» take it eff when 
splashing her arms areund in the ssap suds. 

She said she had ssld her ns accs nt watch ts 
Dslsres, her granddaughter. And speaking s Dels res 
reminds me ts repsrt that sne day last week Frankie-Ray 
staid hsme frsm schssl because a yellsw jacket stung his 
sister, Dslsres, Smile, * t 

James repsrted that Auntbillie is scheduled ts make 
a hep frsm Ihe Bluff ts Hew Orleans sn Hevember 17th a nd 
after a few days there, she will jeurney sn ts llsrgan City, 

KaV will run dswn ts Hew 0rleans ts meet her when she a rrives and 
preb a bly stay with her. It is expected bsth ladies 
will jeurney sn ts the eldest tswn in the Leuisiana Purchase 
after the Mertgan City visit, I believe James centempia tea 
the visit with a bsut the ties same misgivings that I experience 
when I learn sf a Shrevepsrt visit ts this bend sf the • river, 

I, S, Willard just called. She wanted ts tell me all absut 
a jsb she is having dsne by way sf raising a few feet sf sidwewalk 
leading ts her hsuse and the widening sf the step in frent 
sf her dssr and, by gslly, she did. Of esurse there 
were tangents thrsughsut the sidewalk stsry, —jaunts ts 
Bardstswn, Marseilles, BatenReuge and ss sn but we finally 
gst the tale unwfsided, x he meat interesting detail I listened ts 
had ts ds with the csntr a otsr whs is dsing the wsrk, a man 
with ten children, seven sf whsm h a ve finished schssl but 
the centr a oter himself had failed ts finish high schssl and as 
he is new dsing that at night and the three ysungest children can 
help him with his hsmewsrk,,,,,,, 

* 

I 



Sunday, Octsber 88th, 1968, 


4 

Hems randum : 

Fair and cssl, 

Saturday's psst brsught ansther lsvely 
flsral card frsm Lyme ts make my heart glad, 
sw well ds 1 appreciate the pressures -precluding csrrespsndence 
and I centinue my plea that we lean heavily • »» mental 
telepathy until things ease sff a bit, 

I fsund it such a happy ceincidence that little 
Miss Lee shsuld have chanced sn Cane A iver scenes 

sn the same day that Lea tan was participating in receiving guests, 
ss many sf whss^werwmmkewing the Cane A iver esuntryside fsr 
the first time, ~ *• J'Pfc . 

I saw my neighbsr acrs&s the fence- briefly sn 
Saturday msrning. She repsrted much delight 
with her Hew Orleans interlude, I had ts pass that 
way, —aersss the fence, net Hew leans, in the afterneen, but 
she was in tswn, I recken. It was a pleasure 
ts dine alsne with J, H, this neen, his lady having decided 
te gs sn a frelic ts Hhrevepsrt with seme sf her girl 
friends, I ferget ts ask her when she is taking sff- 
fsr All Saints and All Ssuls but 1 recksn that will net 
be fsr ansther day sr tws, If seme natisnal 
erganiaatien ever spsnasrs a esntest wherein pesple are 
invited ts submit neminees fsr the meat esntinuing 
read running, it seems ts me I sught ts aspire 
ts win seme thing, were I ts sffer a n a me, 

I had ■-juite a chat last night sn the 'phene with 
I, S,Willara, Kay had spent the a fterneen with her 
and seme sf the Carvers had drspped in and 
it was all,pretty darling, I gathered, I, S,W, 
repsrts the wsrk sn her steps and w a lk leading ts 
her hsuse gees fs rw^f d^Jthe .esnfided that 
. Aunt *illie wij&g^jypfhg ts u atchiteches fellewing 
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her visit te New crleana and Merg a n City, ahceduled 
fer flevember 17th and that during her stay in 
Natchitecl\es .Aunt Willie and Mrs .Crabtree will 
be guests ef I. S. Willard. I take it 
that this is what the rush is a ll abeut in getting 
the new level the steps and the walk appreaching 
the heuse is all I h a ve heard ef ne 

tentative date set fer the u atchiteches arrival but 
I assume it m a y well be »n er after December 1st and 
the turning en ef the lights. Just as I w a s utterly at 
q less when K a y urged K a y te a$*umT the rele ef hestess 
during Pilgrimage, se I a m equally fleered that Kay 
weuld think ef permitting Aunt Willie and Mrs. Crabtree 
staying with I. S.Willard. I have »• deubt 
I• S. Willard issued the invitatien convincingly but 
Kay sheuld h a ve insisted en a hetel er me tel 
where circumstances are geared fer guests My guess is 
that James preb a bly deesn't knew anything a beut the 
preparatiens fer relling eut the red carpet at 
the Wniard menage but he will find eut seen eneugh. 

I. S. Willard, when telling me ef Aunt m illies plans te visit 
Leuisiana, asked me te let Kay er James tell me 
abeut it se that it weuldn't, appear I knew a beut it. 

Well, I knew q beut it but I didn t h a ve 

an efficial pregram fer the Matchiteches sejeurn 

and the plans fer using the Wm a rd establishment fer use as 

a base strikes me as being quite a* wacky as seme ether things 

bubbling up in that quarter en ether eccasiens. 

Ihe man whe usually dees werk fer James abeut 
the camp en weekends reperted that James was expected 
at the qamp this .merning but did net appear. l>iis is 
the first Sunday since the^egisters meved te Natchiteches 
I h a ven t heard frem them. 'Perhaps ceming events 
pertaining te the visit are caWt^athp^r shadews be fere, 

Se turneth the wheels in the C a ne Kzver.' r I held the 
theught it may have been a peaceful weekend in Lyme,,,,,, 
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Menday, Octeber S9th, 1962. 


Memerandumt 

• l 

Cleudy and a little warmer with an eccasienal gleam <. 
ef sunshine amd much stars tenight, 

I had planned lets ef things fer teday and 
achieved net se much as a start *n meat ef them. Weld, 
temerrew may be anether day • 

Ae nerning get gummed up at the beginning by pecan duties calling 
all geed men and true en whem * had ceunted te give me a hand at 
meving seme trees. Aen a messenger arrived frem the s tere 
bearing a ve-bal message frem the merchant-planter, advising that 
seme peeple he had met, —I think it was a said a man whem he 
had met in — the next werk I ceuldn't ever unravel 
frem the messengers twist ef the thing, —was heading this way 
and weuld arrive in 40 minutes. I wish 2" ceuld remember 
hew the messenger speke that werd which, as I learned when I appeared 
at the stere 40 minutes later, was Alaska • 

^erne gentleman whem J. H, met when in Fairbanks ef the Feurty- 
night State, was abeut 10 appear, *hat was a little after 9 
a nd the man did indeed pull tnte view at precisely 22:05• 

But a a thing arp never uite what they seem befere hand, the 
gentleman net enly present himself buttwe cars full ef 
ladies and gentlemen, with beth Alaska and Leuisiana 
being represented. J. H. whisked the man off,te ebserve 
freshly pleughed cetten fields and pecans greves while I 
teek en everybedy else. I liked the peeple but was preveked 
at their failure te keep their appeintment and se gave them a whis 
areund that made their respective skirts and pants snap. 

At 2 e'cleck, se J. H. whispered in. my ear, seme Texans 
were suppeaed te turn up. 1 hey did, abeut five ladies, 1 believe. 
Well, I g a ve them a pretty fast teur, tee, because James had 
qemf 10 minutes be fere 2 and 1 wanted te talk with him 
a bit and se he waited. $emething happened in the African 
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heuse when the five ladie8 and I arrived there that wa3 certainly 

unexpected. I w n ved them te the upper fleer te ebserve the 

Hunter murals, letting them ge ahead ef me % When all ef us were en the 

stairs, the precessien stepped fer a minute er twe but 1 did 't 

knew why. Eventually we all made . the grade and the ladies seemed te 

have aveided the center ef the reem b t nebedy seemed ether than 

casual . ene lady, realizing 1 might- be unable te netice it, 

peinted te a Hr. Hebrew in the middle ef the matting a nd asked if it was cen- 

sidered dangereus. *heyn Hr, McGrew began meving teward the stairs and blandi 

I sa id k He altheugh 1 ceuldn t tell if it was my eld neighber, the 

King snake er seme ether. #hat surprises me is that all the ladies 

teek the matter se matter~ef-factly and nebedy screamed er sheuted er fainted 

er ran but simply preaeeded calmly and with as much nen-chalance as 

the unexpected presence departed* 

James said nething abeut yesterday and didn't refer- te demestio 
matters except te present .me with a ceuple ef leaves ef heme made bread, 
an apple pie, b a ked by Kay's ewn hands, seme jellej and a slab ef 

cheese. 

• 

What I wanted te talk with <~iames abeut was a visit I want te make 
te the blacksmith shep in tewn ef Isaiah Jenes , a negre whe 
is said te be real adept with ferge, hammer and anvil, He 
wears glaSSfS, 1 am teld, has gray hair and, accerding te Eara, is 
secretary te the H a senic Ledge te which Ezra belengs. Frem 
whence I cannet say but semehew I h a ve a n intuitien that Is a iah Jenes,~ 
what a wenderful name fer a blacksmith whe, 1 ferget te say, is alse 
a preacher eccasien, —that Isaiah Jenes-may well have seme gift 
er ether undeveleped as yet, perhaps semething in the werld ef iren mengers 
that is akin te the aP^itude ef the leo-'l artist with a paint brush. 

And se 1 want te ge and see Isaiah Jenes te see if the seil is 

faverable fer seed planting and eventual flewering. Tee many 

peeple 1 knew, such as Thelma, are ferever geing all the way te winnfield 

te get their iren werk dene. Perhaps if 4 write an article 

abfut Isaiah Jenes, leoal readers may welcene an eppertunity 

te handle iren transaotiens lecally and perhaps I . J, weuld 

welceme seme additienal business. Then, tee, 1 want te see if I. J. 

is capable ef cepying seme ante bellum wreught iren things such as 

andirens, fireplace pekers, hinges, brackets and se en. James 

is delighted with the prespect ef geing te see the ferge and I am impatient 

te see what, if anything, can be dene te give Isaiah, the 

same push teward cemparative affluence currently being enjeyed by 

Clementine, the painter. Lerdy, herd, hew much there is 

te be unwrapped and set geing. . 
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Memerandumt 

Cleudy and chilly. 

I Was delighted te discever a dandy letter frem 
Lyme in teday’s pest. I shiver te think ef 
snew in that area. It is geed that rain fellewed 
in its wake and se eradicated it befere it really 
teek held. There certainly are places in this werld where 
snew seems te made fer the landscape but 
neither Lyme ner this bend ef the river are in that 
bracket. 

I am se appreciate ef yeur kindness in sending 
me the clipping abeut Sylvia Beech ef whese death-1 had 
net learned. It is curieus that 

1 never knew befere that she descended frem a leng 
line ef Presbyterians and especially se as I 

recall discussingeminent American Presbyterians ef Erinceten 

in a cesey cerner ef Shakesps are and c empany, with 

Sylvia peuring tea and censtantly darting b a ck and ferth frem 

the tea pet en ene side sf the t a ble teget areund te the ether 

end te tuck a shawl a little cleser areund the neck 

sf James Jeyce., that must have been in the early 

2920 s, a winter which I recall as having been rather mild in 

Pans, -•wi2d, that is, far as an absence ef snew gees altheugh 

the humidity is deceptive eneugh te freeze ene when it is 

chilly witheut ene sensing ene is celd until ene 

Pauses te take steck ef things. It is pleasant te 

recall hew eften at Vie little restaurant .near Pettit Venice, 

hard by the beginning ef the GrandC a n a l at Versatile, where 

as seenas ene was seated, semeene weuld bring het bricks, —always 

2 in number, —ene fer e a oh feet, adjusting them te suit 
each oustemer 9 And in saying that, I am reminded fer the 
first time since then ef the jekes a friend ef mind m a de when 
the chasseur breught the custemary twe bricks fer my 

cempanien whe had lest ene lqg in the war 

And neip % tha,t Slyvia0Beech has jeined Gertrude Stein in 
the Great veyend, Alic 1'eklas in eclipse and 
Mrs.Reesevelt precarieusly ill, ene is 
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made conscious of the end of a»» epoch and made aad by 
the leases in brighter intellects who, in their 
respective w a ys kept the candles of civilisation 
alight when often there was too much darkness. 


vU.R. 

Noy ? 


)esterday's radio reported that Mrs, Roosevelt, although 
gravely ill, was holding her own, *n view of her 
prolonged illness and removal from the hospital to 
home, holding her own isn’t enough to give one much hope 
far at her a ge one usually must go forward or b a ckward 
and merely standing 3till too often indicates retreat rather 
than advance, I shall always be grateful to God that 
I could live for a generation when a great soul like 
Mrs, Roosevelt'8 was inspiring men of good will the world 
around by the nobility of hercharacter. 


From the attached clipping, you will already h a ve learned 
of the destruction ofWood HillFarm, 1862 will be 
long remembered by the Stirlings as an eventful one,—• 
the buring of their home, their European trip, — 
their first, and prob a bly their first grandhcild for 
I think their daughter expects an heir in November, I 
am certainly glad the fire did not occur while they were 
inEurope for probably, by being at Wood Hill Farm, 
they were prob a bly a save many a treasure that 

might otherwise have been lost 


James dropped in this afternoon, reporting that he had 
investigated the blacksmith situation in Natchitoches 
on my beahlf and from what he reports, it appears that 
there are two, —tf Isaiah Jones , as mentioned 
yesterday, who seem§ to be a mulatto, a n d Charlieb — k 
J ackson . a negro, Is a iah hasmechanical e quipement 
loliile Wiarlie\ leans more heaoily on his own brawn, 

I think 1 shall run in to town.on Thursday afternoon and 
visit both smithies, I hope 1 c a n do something 
by way of turning Parish business in their direction, 
Isaiah, the mulatto, stated that he read Cane^iver 
Memo 'which puzzles me, Charlie is more "ageable", 
it i3 said, and a« he possibly doesn t read and, I gather, 
prob a bly does more by hand than machine, is likely to 
bemore of a craftsman but we shall see. 


Wednesday, October 3 1st, litq, 


Memorandum j 

Clear and cool, a high of about 54 and 
possibly a light frost tonight, I don’t 
know if hob-goblins prefer cloudy nights or not but if 
they chance to like star-sp a ngled he a vens, they most 
certain h a ve them tonight, 

I got a mild laugh at my own ignorance this morning 
and any day that ufill afford one a chance to laugh 
at one’s self can t be entirely ia a sted. One 
awakening, t a cfiple of ideas passed through my''ind, — 
one about Catholic administration on the Pariah level, the other 
on a Vatican level, I thought I would pass these 
thoughts along ,to Bishop Greco to act on or not as he pleased. 

Oddly enough, when 1 turned on the r a dio to get the early news cast, 

I learned that the aforesaid "El" Greco had been appointed to 

some oommitte or other on theCouncil currently 

sitting inRome, As it is said "El"Greco has an inside track 

around the Vatican, I thought it might be especially helpful 

if he were given the idea on one of his brief trips 

in a nd out of Alexandria, Surely the Catholic Church in 

tom would know a bout his plans for American tppearances and 

so I ’phoned that institution in. due time and had a nice 

little chat with somebody, perhaps Father Couvian or however that gentlei 

spells his name. He was cordiality itself and siad that 

the good Bishop would indeed be making around, 

perhaps two rounds, before Christmas, I asked if he could 

give me any precise date. He said he could and that 

the Bishop would surely be here for Advent, "Oh" was 

my bright response, "Advent, you say", I was 

assured that was correct and after a n exchange* of amenities, the 

conversation was concluded. As I have n» more idea than 

the..man in the moon when Advent may be, I was just a s 

much in the dark *s before, I shall call an 

Episcoplain reverWLi on the morrow for I reckon he is up on 

such matters. 


So much to chatter 
impells me to stop and 


a bout but the end of this page 
get to doing some work .. 


Carmen called me this morning to gossip but 1 had not time. 


1 


!j 0 f 


1 


; 
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^he a aid Thelma had just called her te say that nobody in 
turn knew it but that she, Thelma, had been in New Orleans 
• ver the weekend te have cf» ear eperatien, Carmen had teld 
me last week Thelma was in Heuma te see a bout the eld 
family heme, I again said "aft* te Carmen's repert a l- 
theught l h a d knewn a beut the eperatien when Carmen was telling 
me about the Heuma thing. Carmen i-s such an invaluable 

she is bubbling ever with news at all times a nd 
dying te tell it, "hat s even better, she never seems 
tt net ice it if nebedy has anything te effer her In s4ert. 

Carmen is pure blue jay and beth b a g and bird can be quite useful 
if ene knews hew te listen, J 

It is pleasant te repert that a ll th7feathered friends a reund 
and abeut are a pparantly m fine physical >shape, 'The white 
pe a oeck is beceming the tamest of that greup, I 
knew net if this be eut ef a natural inclinatien te 
establish friendship or if it is simply she is mere hungry than 
her pals ef celer. Be that as it may, she is always right up in 
and has learned that I a m likely te still have extra ? 
tid-bits when I move from the peaceck-guine a -white r a bbit department 
te the geese-pheasants sectien a nd, unlike her pals, 3 he 
leaves them fl a t with their corn a nd their bread and never fails 
te fell 9 w me en te the Unicern *euse where she dees indeed 
usually get something extra, 

AJ 3 *? ° request frem a teacher teday, asking she be 
permitted te bring 30 er 40 students te leek ever the place, 

■Hie majority ef the children are in the 3rd and 4th grades, she exvlainei 
It would certainly be a chance fer the yeungsters te f relic but 
I haven t much belieff that enes ef such tender 
years ceuld get much more than a frelic eut ef such 
a visitation •• I suppese the teacher 

knew well enough that I had nothing te de and therefore it 
would do no harm for her te try te make the front gate, — no 
harm fer her at least, . * * 


Thursday, November 1st, 1962, 




It is always nice hearing from Helen , 
and as you will note frem the enclosure, the 
doings ef little Miss Carolyn fellow d eng a bout the usual 
pattern, Where she ui 11 come b a ck into focus again 
is anybody s guess,—South America, Africa, the 
meeen, —the Lord only knows,,,,,. 


Memorandumt 


Fair and pleasantly moderate, a brilliant sun all day and 
a waxing moon wading through a few cloud* tonight, 

before the house is where in the 
world did October go and withal in sudh speed, 

*?• fur as 1 know, the Halloeen sprites 
weren t so very active last night, Aere w a s one dab of 
outrageous conduct but even that one tended to back - 

a l era J r ™ bourn and from aoross the river 
descended on.the local honkey-tonk where they thought 

nVi l P ’t u °r °“ r H * »U latu Parish resident. 

ley cut all four tires. It turned out that the car did come 
from Houston but belonged to Kurt Hachette, a former 
Jel rose resident, a residnt of Houston for the past severl 
years, who chanced to be Vacationing here with his family, 

toVk'ln* 9 /ni * u2att# youths e had appeared at the honkey- 
Unk last night were picked up and jailed today, all ef 

J/.sw apparafitly »<m-p.Juss<scf »n learning the car they damaged belonged 

h d suit!A h it* dtdn * ?"•? iaaUad tUe whom they 9 

j; d supposed they were playing a costly .prank. —costly for 

the pranksters before they are finished with it, J 

An* i , : _ diM M«k 

7 i 2 8 0 Wa ; H* l ay I J oen * *• town where I broke bfead at 11 : 30 
*}th James at the Town House, after which we drove to 
t he Via rlU s Jack soil blacksmith shop, A couple of gentlemen of 
c*2»r were taking their ease in the sunshine and reported Charlie had 
gone somewhere to de seme tlacksmithing, And so we drove en 
to Jesaiah Jones blacksmith shop, at the end ef 

th d n a the d rll r fVle by tfie railrtad tracks, higher 

nni‘ li+tA * the CablUB dtnw tUi8 Pleasant Catfirsh Row, 

One little . akin was noted in particular because it h a d 

ltS A iHy a d92en hu 9 he candelabra bushes,— 

plants usually costing $1,50 each and never found in the 

confines of a ny property except the more expansive ones owned 
b garden lovers sufficiently affulent to take a chance on such delicate 
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Friday, November 2nd, 1962. 


Memorandum j 


plants. I thought of the same bushes in Celeste's garden, none 
of which have ever put forth a blossom and those at Ghana 

V ia A, are "• .V™ luxuriant th a n those noted on this poor be-dratgled 
little old hidden-away street. 

... 1 /• l3 aiah nes, like m a ny a mulatto, looking 
like a wl }ite m a n with a fine sunburn or sun t a n. Stuff was 
leltcr-skelter all over his place and he apparantly knew where 
ever piece of iron could be found and he brought forth several. 

tUe . oslsrfulness of the negro butconveryed their usu a l con¬ 
sideration toward strangers. I cannot write,a column about him 
because the points 1 would stress io*uld not be helpful. For 
iiistonos, as a .talking point, I toWk with me/ a n S shaped gadget of 
a da * in 9» designed to hold back shutters or doors, • 

2 * J l!* P Ji h me t al 3wiual ~ in * h « middle, —an old nail or some 

S ? u ept in a h * ri *' nt al Position to hold back the 

shutter or whatever. Isaiah siad he could.make me a pair like 

IniATiZ + p$u ”i ed 0Ut *9 a. dollar, — a job that would 

tuitdluitZd daV iH hand - wr » u 9 ht method. I ordered a pair 

butadjusted the price more to my own pieoe of mind. I 

asked .Jiimabout doing a triton such as Neptune oarries . for 

ff iH i ireP i a u° 9 * 1 ex P eoted *• oarge a bout 10 or 
IS dollars. He quoted me three dollars.. It's- a stunning experience to 

«£?•&«?£%£ lYjtuj 3 ,ne •••"nA.c.d f.r 

nnd P9i \ lt that im P re33ed me Josiah 

wh d . +Anl 1 i+ P l A iH u C9lumn 3ino * 1 *»“>• *any people 
who think it smart to rush in where ever they can to get soms body to 

do some work for them at a .starvation price. I 

directionl 9WeVer * 1 Ca “ ^ ,nd * ther means f# thr,w business in Isaiah's 

of niCV«TA d, I : e AK PPed *1 A Uilla P^9h'3, looked at a couple 
n{J lhA A 1 * ?**" be S $r *» inspected the Cathedral 

and the pisoopal L hurch and its new adjoining buildings, got 
/jagged donw on the street by Mildred Cunningham and her sister, 

A/hr ? eT> aHd t,l3n J 0e 911 19 Pscanm Park for a dish of ice cream 

with K^y who accompanied us * a e* to helrose but 

ttie Registers did not get out when we arrived. And so 

my unique adventure of finding myself in town panned out and I m mighty 

happy to find myself back in the country tonight...... 


Fair and cool. 

. ± i TAW 6, the W'shinc to temper the somewhat chilly winds 

b Ib.A+l/Ai $ 3pe " d r the i8tter part *1 ^ d rt W9r * in 9 sn the 
b a mboo trellises and I a m delighted to eport the job 

is just about wrapped up although most of the work was done by 

e *i per 8lJ } 0e m V da y was t9$ nuch gummed up by Eldorado people 

the morning and a Caller and domestic chores in the a fternoon. 

the Eldorado people were pleasant and were acquainted 
with Ann of thfh a mber of Commerce. Did I mention that 
she was m Ireland for a vacation this summer. 

This afternoon James dropped in. After 
leaving here, they drove to the camp and at supper Doreatha 
told me Kay was driving the car when they quitted the 

£ IaCtf * ,, t3eema When they reached the public road, headina 

t»w a rd J/»utr*ss, ray headed sl a p in the direction of the end of 

timAA.T t rade + at tUe e . nd 9 S ihe hri <*9e. James called out in S 
n err ’ r • ,le " th *y approached the 

V #B Breve lie bridge, the same thing happened and James 
assumed coordination was slow or something. When they 

IL A hi 9h9nV.,yJloute Ho. 1. K a y stopped the car and 
I don't kTJn A t 91 " 9 v <J ri ue any further in being thus yelled at. 

lAllm L k r in Vh 1 r * mar **& 1 ^ at ,li 9 Wot I Mad found her rather 
par m the a fternoon when we dropped by the house. The 
tenderness James has for her it touching and T can but marvel 
he sustains it so wonderfully. 

J** a sidelight on Aunt»illie's visit to Natchitoches 
t I iAi 13 afternoon s conversation. It seems Kay and 
1 * J?' illard settled the matter a 4*ut where she would stay 
without telling anyone. As * undestand it, the main floor 
13 bein 9 ren **d for two or three weeks for Aunt*illie's use and 
tat of Mrs .Crabtree. If I. S, Willard is in town, she will . 
occupy the upper floor. James seemed to betaking the words right 
•ut of my mouth when he remarked he thought the arrangement . 
odd in the extrejnfi , ,s,ipce there are steps to be negotiated to get to 
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the main /leer tf the htuse, steps prtb a bly difficult f»r AuntWillie 
a nd alwaya haa a rdtus ftr K a y. A auite at the httel with 
windtws tverlttking C a ne M iver tr twe tr three reams, if desided, at 
the mttel, ctuld have prtvided auch aimpler and 

prtb a bly mere satisfactery arrangmenta. One can but wander at it 
all• 

Seme thing waa aaid abtut 85 theuaand dtllars might hav been saved 
•n income tar ifthings had been properly set up 3 tme time b a ck 
but, tddly entugh, hath Kay and her lawyer seem tt prefer the 
remarkably high t a x drains t§ taking advantage §f less 
might tnes. 

Present plana call ftr K a y t$ fly frtm u atchiteches tt Franklin tr 
Mtrgani 6ity tr atme such place in stuth Ltuiaian a next week 
abtut the 8th. °he will gt ever ,tt Hew rleana 

tt meet *untWillie wht. ia due in the Crescent City a btut the 18th , I 

believe . Hie ffatchiteches uisit tf 8 tr 3 weeks will 

begin artund the 18th tr 80th, , a t the ctncluaitn 

tf which K a y is expected tt fly b a ck tt the Bluff with 

AuntWillie and la c rabtree. I gather this Christmas 

is likely tt shape up ntt unlike last year's. 

I was quite taken ab a ck this afternttn a btut 8 when 
at awering the 'phtne, 1 heard the vtice tf Clara Genung. She 
had gtne tt the htspital last night and Mrs. Walker ttld 
me the tperatitn, remtving the crushed btnea frtm the end 
tf tne finger wtuld be remtved thia mtrning . she was given 
sedatitn last night tr early this mtrning and when ctming b a ck 
tt ctnscituaness, she—that is Mrs. Genung, was pleased tt learn that 
the tperatitn had been effected and here she waa calling me frtm her 
htapital bed. She aeemed gay entugh, repeated herself tnce tr twice and 
seemed in nt hurry tt gt htme but she will prtbably be back there 
tn the mtrrtw. Every time I think sfthe pttr thing having been hung up 
there m her ice btx at the time tf tIs^accident, I still shiver. 

On the internatitnal frtnt, 1 a m still puzzled a btut the 
Ktt-ba business, being quite incapable tf understanding 
htw and why the Stviet Birecttr backed up with suoh 
speed. I am auite sure the jig isn’t up 

by a ltng shti but I'm glad things have gtne as prtmsing thus far as they 
seem tt. And here we are Htvember and the first weekend uptn us and 
may h there be a vast amtunt tf peace in Lyme...... 




Memtrandum j 


vxtuay Saturday a nd sunny ttday and btth day s ctld. 

I had a ctuple tf unexpected callers tnSaturday 
mtrning, —Lee Vaccarini whtse has stme prtperty 
acrtss the river 8 tr 3 miles beltw the Church. Ytu 
mqj have seen stme tf her letters in years gtne bye, mtstly 
frtm hic a gt tr Lts Angeles. This was the first time 
we had ever met altheugh she has been tn t he river tcoasitnal ly. 

he brtught a gentleman tf ctltr with her, a miilattt , I 
believe, frtmCltutierville, but he was darker than 
mast in that categtry. 4s far the lady herself, 
she is prtb a hly lighter than mtsi white ftlks. She ctuld 
remember the first u randpere Augustin church that 
was taken dawn and replaced by the present tne in 1917. She 
rather t a ll aiid a little tn the buxtm side in sharp centrast tt 
my cswept tf her frtm her letters as being shtrt and lean. 

1 \^ alK + e ^ *>ith them tt the (rant gate when they leih a nd tentatively 
accepted her invitatien tt visit her at her htuse dawn the river 
same time, "hen they drtve away, I went tn tt the 3 ttre 

t, f e 1 mail where l a letter frtm the lady, advising me 

she wtuld call tn me tn Saturday mtrning as,.indeed, she 
already had dene. 1 1 


The clerk drtve tt BattnRtuge with his wife and sen 
tn Saturday afternttn tt see L. S. U. get trtunced by 
Old Hiss. He said his bay had develtped a ctld tn 
Friday but the lady decttr had given him stme medecine 
and said she thaught it wtuld be alright tt gt and freeze 
in a stadium frtm 7:3) until 10:45 tn Saturda' night. 

*ith the clerk gone, J. H. a nd I supped a ltne 
and it wasvery pleasant. Celeste get in frtm $euth Ltuisiana 
semetime ftr I saw her at dinner a nd she reparted having 
had a fine visit dawn yender. What the 
prtgram may be ftr this week wellM, ftr tne, oeuldn't 
possibly guess. 




l 
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Wie letter by J. H. Williams, pub - 
listed a week age cencerning a sales tax, has 
set the whele tewn bussing. Because 
lhe nterpnse inclines te suppert the fight aqainst 
the tax, Carmen naturally takes the ether side° 

"' Jauer ef same. Her jealeusy ej Urs.Walker's 
ability as a newsp a per editer impells her 
tethe mest inexcuse a ble things. She seems 

ZZlZlLZ the w and f-iumy 

passes^ aleng the mest eutrageeus statements te 
JfV J ‘ tr example, she called me enFriday te say 

;FX: 

q nimt 3 it V, must have knewn that pinning it en the 
iec a l "alkers mas semething made up eut ef 
Wli.u cl,th and I sk.ulin’t h? surprise if Carman Had 
na ,t.r U Lr ’„ *'“"»• **« ia setting 

tCljKt.ZJJi a anC / a , U tlleir tuhsoriptisns 

lint ZZCl’f.Zrl’uZTYrVZl %% ^SlVlT” 

and mentally, Carmen at 78 seems remark a blypreserved but 

»ail1t in a i ai V* t PaP ’ r *"» ,nce «»«* lusltt* a 

seniUty in seneus discerd with her ether 

Vr.l'chtli' A u ,lile ha ° X> P r9 *a>lV en a suggestien 
frem Charles, she i sked -if I had ever theught a beut 

d'lLr i? 1 ’ * 9tlier r wr. teld her 

celumn and ~feriTr l 1U \ if harle3 sver V ad m U 
be int*r*UA nl 1 f k " eW ’ he P r9h ably loeuldn't 
be interested. Charles is quite right, 

U VlVuld K/rJ 8 V Cki 'lS ,Ut fiis ,lec * >y a *""9 me 

he prebablu^wiii m , hVe c#2lmn - s bbner er later 

ne preoably will, heweuer, and I am 

lytTplnTf. ea ’ ily en,U9, ‘ “""'ipote M. nature ./ 

s:;:;::: ‘7<;z zf" c - tv ° nd 

lt ^ taken a reseruat i.n at t lie h.tel 
i, * t f fell. l' 9 that 3,l! llaa invi te* tke 
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Mendcy , Severnber 5th, 1968. 


Heme randurns 

+.ni C ^+ ar h an<i 4 .L ,tillv * We are Premised a freeze 
■benight when the mercury is suppesed te drep te 

30 * . .J*® of terngen abeut 4, heweuer, it warmed up 
i 0 ff eril }9 the hepe the freeze may be aueided. 

f ai i meen 13 riding in a cleudless sky tenight 
and the absence ef cleuds suggests a Jack Frest visitatien. 

Ttie ridiculeusness ef Leuisiana °e ernment will 

ritiVlli eSt f !!* **1 ™ 0rr0W > a8 •» mest eleotiens, when the 
citizens ef the State a re expected te cat ballets 

fer er against seme 40 edd amendments. *)i is is the 

craziest w a y ef settling matters I knew ef. if, 

Stme t0WU ' l9h9d V ever heard ef semewhere in the 
ulf east area er en the Arkansas berder thinks it needs 
seme ciuic imprevement, by seme twist ef the 

tl V iri n * n t 0 a Ctha+ftutienal Amendment has te be submitted 

te the ueters ef the entire State, Prebably 

few if any ef the peeple living in the tewn in m estien 

has any ide a abeut the matter, let alene peeple whe 

never heard ef the place. It's the ceck-eyest er ceck-euedest 

think f uV >erat i n9 ° a0Uer,ment anyene witheut much sense c.lLd 
t wifr up. Seme censcienteus ueters, —I might knew 

+* If P< °? fUt 0ne 0r Amendments by number befere 
2 + 5 te the peles a nd vete en them a nd den't even 

hnni e nk ( iu+ Ut n t ' ie ® # P**<* p» d *ad amendments 

have abeut a n e q u a l chance te wining er lesing. Ihere is 

cjnl 'ZuZuZ ./rlrlZTATufg'.V’'' ml,er ‘ Uere ° re ,r ° re “» 

1 he better part ef my meriting was taken up with 
i, ver V Peasant r. and Urs. Kraft. J think 
,, v n hail frem Ohie. hey were driving frem 
Jr 0 *,/ 1 . 7 w M3 1 1 ? 9 a . nd 30Tn ehew discevered the existence 

left Ohie{ plautati,n f r,m fiends leng befere they 

James drepped f» this afterneen H e ran threugh m a ny 
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Tuesday, November 6th, 1962, 



wxtejszrirj:*:! J rS rv- 

a * ^. 

At 91 Ault In 7 ? ce ' ? l er ' ! oau u live, 

lh yn*'*«rV" »— —- 

mtuing frtm the rented house which seems n lit it - + 

2 rr - - --1 zsz Ka kSj - r - - 

iwape may /t a u« something to do with his Disiti.n „»* * 

d. VenVr TutUZ%\lu lViry be ui/r mU ' *' ujd 

d, '“ ' ,,t warily guaranty p« o0 , m( „ d . 

reo2ii ' d * in 

SS“TS? SSM“AjS-~' 

..... k:-:;.",'-,:" ;™*„ . 


Memorandum: 

Fair and mild, The freeze, plunging down along the 
Rockies in this direction, .did what it st frequently 
dees, —hitting Fort Worth-D a llas and sliding from its 
southerly direction to an easterly one, chilling 
Tennessee and Georgia but leaving us un frosted, 

I am writing a little later than usual, having csncentrated 
for a few hsurs on election returns, For some reassn or ether, 
partly atmospheric partly not, the best reception I could 
get was over the NBC Cincinnati station, WLW, .1 never could 
get the CBS New Orleans station WWL which was what I wanted, 

i was glad Ted Kennedy won and f hope Massachusetts 
elected the Democratic aspirant for Governor, What 
imp bases me most thus far in the reports is the fact that 
several State voters sltte seem to have split their 
ballots which is usually a good sign since it suggests 
people are voting for candidates and not blindly supporting 
one or the other party, It appears, for example, that 
States like Pennsylvania and Oklahoma are electing a 
Governor of one party, a Senator of the other party, I haven't 
heard how Mr, Nixon is faring in California for thus far the 
votes seem pretty evenly divided between him and 
Governor Brown, As Mr, Nixon has never been my f a vorite 
poli tical personality, I shall be the more pleased if 
Mr, Brown retains his Gubernatorial chair, 

M James dropped in to see me around 2 and 
paid me quite a visit. He. brought the S's which 
iMgiah Jones-had wrought for me. They are 
just perfect and I have a feeling Mr, Jones may well ex¬ 
pect a n upswing in his blacksmith business, 

Kay had invited me to Thanksgiving dinner with 
her, James, Aunt Lillis and I, S, Willard, K 

I shall accept, of course Counting in Mrs, <. 

Crabtree, Aunt Willie's nurse, we shall be six and that ought to 
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Wednesday t November 7th, 1962. 


be just right, Such an assortment ought to put quite a 
strain on James and Mrs, Crabtree, what with Kay 
being in the condition she is, I, S,Willard, according to 
cu3ttm, being three or four heur8- late a nd with me being 
a little uncertain what I a m attacking on my plate and 
Aunt Willie watching her diet. But with J/rs . Cr a btree 
and ^ames to lt$k after us, I reckon we'll make it alright, 

Of course there is at least a fifty-fifty chance such a 

gathering may never assemble, what with K a y and A untWillie 

so often altering their tr a vel. plans so unexpectedly at the 

drop of a hat, Frankly, I should 

pe just as happy if everyone "staid put" but 

I must not expect other people to relish the quiet of the 

home scene as much as I, 

I got a good whack from that killer pheasant today,— 
the male Lady Amherst, He attacks everybody except his wife 
and I often wonder how it is she can keep him in his place. 

When I went to feed them around 4:30 this afternoon, I 

held up a biscuit to break it in two so that each might 

have a go at the pieces without a scuffle, I suppose 

my hand was five feet above their heads. At precisely that' moment, 

Louella tugged at my pant leg and as Igl a nced around to 

see what was biting her, the Amherst number shot up in 

the air to grab the biscuit, I suppose, and somehow 

ran one of his claws under the skin at the b^se of a finger nail, 

It bled copiously enough but for some reason rem a ins wonderfully painful 

six or seven hours, I am pu 22 led the Lord has made 

so many male L a dy AmherstsPerhaps it is to make 

one appreciate the more the kindliness of the Low Pauls 

a nd Louellas, the ^oms and the Tom-toms, 

- Today's post brought a couple more letters 
fromtravel agents, —Lake Charles and Houston, asking 
if bus loads of people journeying to 

Hatch i toches to view the fireworks on the nigh*> of Saturday, 

December 1st, may visit this bend of the river on - 

Sunday, December Slid, In responding in t he negative to all these, 

I suggest Hodges Gardens as a substitute, ,Ihe Hodges establishment 
was just made for travel agents and I wasn t ,,,,,.......... 


Memorandum: 

Fair and mild. 

Tonight I feel so close to Lyme, I suppose 
this is the same feeling lots of people are feeling tonight 
in regard to their respective Lymes since one naturally turns 
in thought toward those closest when a profound sadness weighs upon 
one's heart, < 

H a lf a doxen little chores, all unexpected, called for 
attention around first dark, 1 hanks to a w a xing moon in a cloudless 
sky, I could accomplish whatever the s everal things it was I had 
to do out of doors, I was too late to get my regular news casts 
when I finally called it a day and came inside to see if I could 
catch a d a b of news about the final election results which visitors 
this noon had prevented me from hearing, I thought a nice cold 
drink was just what i wanted before sitting down by the radio 
to see if I could find a news broadcast at a time I seldom 
listen, I turned on jny radio to let the tubes warm up while 
I was scurrying anound to get some ice out of the box in one end 
of the house and re-filling the tray at the other end of the place. 
In switching on the knob, I evidently turned it a little further 
then I had intended for sound began emerging shortly, a 
wom a n s voice giving a news cast in Spanish, I rushed on a bout my 
preparation of. the drink, going b a ck and forth through the room to 
the ones at the extreme ends •f the house but suddenlystopped 
abruptly when it suddenly dawned on me that the woman h a d 
just announced in Spanish that "Sienora Roosevelt" had died, 

I remember as though it were but yesterday all the circumstances 
ob/-aining around me when I learned of F,D, R's death fit A pril 12th, 
1945, I shall always remember just how things were tonight when 
I learned of the death of Mrs, Roosevelt's death, 

A few people I know, —little Miss Lee, Miss Camfhie, etc,,- 
had the glorious luck to be a bl« to appredate Mr3, Roosevelt 
during her lifetime, Life will forever seem the better because 
of that . 







T 


in Che Southern Historical Collection, 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r 


;) 


12084 





12085 


Thursday, ffevebmer 8th, 2962. 


James was a w a iting me 011 my d$$rstep when I came frem 
dinner this 110011 . Andy appeared at the same time and James 
sensed he w a s here te give me a hand and accordingly went suer te 
the camp fer a couple ef hours, returning te spend ai ether heur later 
in t f he afternoon. At coffee this meriting, Celeste reperted that 
n a n s wife, June, had called her frem 1 01 m this meriting te 
3ay she was ceming dewn this afterneen te get seme plants, —what 
kind 0 / plants she didn't knew. Celeste teld her she was geing te 
be in town. And se after James h a d made his first departure June 
arrived with a girl friend and that teek up mere time. In 
spite ef these and ether interrupttens, hewever, I accemplished 
eneugh fer a single afterneen. 


ifemerandum : 

• 

It sprinkled early this merning, perhaps areund 8. 
1 he cleuds lingered en until 8 this merning when it 
cleared and get celder. Tenight .the meen is magnificient 
and we are premised a frest before meriting. 

It was grand finding a message frem Lyme in teday's 
pest It is grand having the. clippings, tee, 
and I m deubly appreciative ef yeur theughtfulness in 
letting me knew abeut eur f^veirte Saint fir I 
had heard nething abeut his particular day. 


Understandably, Mr. ffixen was vastly disappeinted and 
it seems te me considerably puzzled in net h a ving been elected 
Governor ef Califernta. I chanced en a recerding ef his press interview 
following his acknowledgement ef Mr. Brtwit's victery. He 
speke bitterly a beut the press h a ving kicked him areund. I knew 
net ifcbMsaieqnshiie^ny feundatien er net. Perh a ps he has never 
suspected that se many peeple, prebably including the gentlemen ef 
the press, h a ve se eften theught him ait eppe rtunitst and J 

net, under strain, likely te declare that *there are 
eccasiens in pelitics when ene' has te rise abeve principals." 


-du hour intervenes as between this paragraph and the 
above, hrs. Walker called frem Cleutierville te 
say that she aiid Mrs. Chepin were attending a meeting there 
r^nd thought te drop eff te pay their respects enreute heme 
if 1 weuld receive them at such an unsocial heur. I 
uery much wanted te see Mrs .Chepin whese sen had been 
killed in an at tea evident a menth er se back • 

And se they came and Mrs. Walker adreitly withdrew fer 
a few mements se Mrs. Chepin and I ceuld talk a-little 
and then the ladies went en their way, after a glass ef pert. 


lltus endeth dm Ilevember Day I shall leng remember 
filled with gratitude te Ged as I am fer having 
provided me with the inspirations that 
are mine, thanks te Mrs. Reesevelt and little Miss Lee. 


9 




I am especially enchanted te learn abeut 
the cu3tejn cencerning Advent, the ene candle fer the 
first Sunday, the secend fer the secend Sunday and se en 
until all feur have been assembled and lighted. I 
think the custem charming and I am under the impressien 
it is ebserved en beth the east a ;id west b a nks ef the Rhine altheugh 
I recall the matter kui vaguely and sheuld have remembered 
it net at all, had yeu net described it se delightfully. 

% 

My Thursday merning friends meiitiened teday that they 
jeurneyed ever te Hedges Gardens yesterday, taking with them 
a ceuple ef their grandchildren, — a little girl of 5 and , 
the latter s smaller brother, aleng with a maid te leek afterthem. 

My friends were seated somewhere en a bench in the, garden while 
the children frisked abeut when a lady appreached them, started 
te explain her identity when the geed decter's wife exclaimedt 

"Why......Carelyn,......." 

It seems Miss Ramsey was turning a film fer next 
seasen. It will preb a bly be called.*F a ll Fantasies". 

She was heping teincerporafe the yeungsters into the film 

and befere any ef them knew what they were up te, the camera was flying 

and seme delightful shets were.taken, it is said. 

My friends had taken a picnic lunch with them and invited 
the Recket te partake with them but she explained she had just 
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breken bread with the master en his island. It is said 
Carelyn leeks just fine and is as charming a s ever, 

I listened te an NBC tribute te Urs. Reescvelt 
tenight and theught it excellent. One ef these 
nights I shall attempt a celumn which will seund eld hat eneugh 
when, if I write it, it gets inte print a ceuple ef weeks 
hence when all readers will prebably have had eneugh ef 
eulegies en this particular character. 



In passing, 1 w a s impressed by the difficulties 
the writers ef any scripts must experience in making 
errers. Tenight, fer example, in the !IBC ge-reu.'d, 
mentien was made ef the number ef distinguished peeple she 
received at her Hyde °ark heme in the pest war years. 

The mperer ef Japan w a s included in the list which, 
unless I have been jeut-sleeping *ip vanWinkle, must 

be an errer which seems se impessible fer such a news-gathering agency 
dealing with centemperary events. 


Yeur ebservatien cencerning the present status 
ef the butterfly lily blessems is se true. 

Tenight's frest will undeubtedly finish eff 

this year's crep. If mild weather sheuld ensue, 

hewever, there may be seme mere later. I can think ef 

?*• •ther plant that bleems se centinupusly ever such an 

extended peried, —the thrid week in July until 

the first Hevember, semetimes December frest. Since 

everyene seems te like them se much, it 

seems edd ene se seldem runs acress them but 

perhaps this is becausethe plants den't. eften find just . .. 

the ypet that pleases them. Vie last I knew, Celeste 

hadn t h a d a single flewer this seasen and Blythe reperted 

the same absence in her garden. Hew much easier te bear is the 

dr a bness ef winter when ene may i 99 x ahead dewn the cerider ef 

time and glimpse in the mind's eye the butterfly 

lily awaiting ene.in the next July . 


Friday, Uevember 962. 


Uemerandumi 

wenderful . aHd C##I ° 22 day a ” d Uni 9^* , 8 »»••» 

dai/2 * 9 '‘ t ,l »nrs the splintered 
segments in ne w a y cenfermed te the pattern ef werk 
I had heped te effect in ene uninterrupted drive. 

I wa \ tin 9 •» deerstep when 

hellt fH d tr* ht e n " n ' frtm dinner > Heedless te say my • 

but fn/h r1 keepin9 Up 1 ith the news f lem tut window 

{!? Z» *L a in¥ Ce 3ittin 9 and I feund excellent 
s peppermint ice cream James brought. He • 

a + 9 yi laU9h 9Ut ** ineptitude 

firstbil a dl d r 0 h i l8h ^ S 0Ut 39ne cream t slapping the 
first big d a b right inte an ash a leng side ene ef the dishes 

th/bun'? Handed him t,le 3p " n *• </ he ceuld hit 9 

Ure U p]U: ^cVuYd;^^ ^ 1 1 °” d ' 2 - - 

finriiLy? 9 lad *e get a repert en Dr. Oberdyke’s 
f ndings ef yesterday. James said the decter feund 

sleei U th{ d e eoter l V\i a i, P l iUted B$me nighshe osuldn 9 t 

the rSouDmriltll « il* r WaS P er S ectl U natural and part ef 
e recuperatien pattern. James thinks the decter J 

hLVVuch'renlrV* t d,U4t iJ> a ^psohrendriao likes te 

near such reperts ef pregress, d 9 wever. 

*nuin A /tV * J ames headed eut fer the camp, 

tm V l!l 9PaU9e iere a9ain wUen Ue 9 9t re ° d V 

z * 9* b a ck te tewn. u 

made Ue m93t 'S Jreedem te jump inte 

U pr ' 9 : am iut And V whe was werking fer 
as he h'adlVr J "* C9Uld ge * warm a few minutes 

x he 'phene rang and Pat asked me if I weuld 
see a ceuple ef men jvhe are epening a n antique shep in 


l 
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Sunday, November 11th, 1962, 


Memorandum • 




Ihey w a ted some advice from me and 1 think Pat favored 
that notion since I am under the impression he may be backinq 
them • a 


Before they were gone, James arrived and so the 
d{ing l . 90n m3 CtU3Umed and 1 ,iad accomplished nothing 2 Uad anticipated 

According to a paragraph in the Shreveport imes, 

Mr, and Mrs. E, Lloyd. Wenk, jr, t of B a tonRouge h a ve be- 
gitteii a sm, to be n a med John Lloyd Venk, I believe 

l e r, n q + } Wa /y h 'Z n A" 4th * r 4th iut Wenk obviously 
< r ad i t ,ieard ktut t* when he wrote J, H. , n the 6th to th a nk 

J \ H 'om 9 - r P . ec . ana 8ent fl } n a * d *• report that his son, Lloyd 
got 93 in Astronomy in his L. s, U, course, Why Lloyd ™ 
should be studying a 3tronomy isn't clear, to anybody 
I know of, including Lloyd, 

One of today's visitors as the u atohitoches Post Master 
who chanced to remark thatMonday will be a holiday to 
carry through the November 11th observence of 
Veteran's Day falling on Sunday this year. I realized 

iin d n.V.V h ' e ~ 9U . r m U ael f and get out some mail tonight 
since Tuesday s out-going m a il will be too late for 
things I had in mind to get going, J 

And speaking of the post, I was wondering „bout „ f a t 
envelope arriving today from the Times Picayune with ?,/ 

I'nnl'i!* 9 le . tter • f* contained several copies of theDixie-Roto 

aeU V' C t] ^r s baCk oarrying a likeness of Lestqn 
• » the cover and the illustrated article in oolv by 

in ^ Cke ^i Ul3id9 l, Perlia P 3 barren chanced to run across them 
m some file or other and thought I might like them, 

littii iiH r h<! Mtnd *V ■**V be a holiday in ±yme for I am sure 

Miss Lee ctuld appreciate wonderfully a momentary 

breather in the midst of all the current, post vacation V doings . 


Lovely, cloudless weather with brisk warm breezes. It was 82 
here today and three radio stations have offered three figures for 
tonight s low, —Alexandria says 40, J J 

Natchitoches t says 55, Shreveport says 65, and so one 
may take one s choice, t 

* ” * ( ' ’ 

It was a busy weekend. Home-coming Bay at the 
college brought "old grads" from far and near and many of them, of course, 
h( \ d n* t# Melrose. These included Miss Maude Bunn,, daughter 

•f Br. Milton Dunn who lived here in the 1920’s, a lady and a gentleman 
I never met, Br, B, having died before my time and Miss Maude seldom 
getting down this way. In another group, spearheaded by Mrs. Pool.. 

represented even older old grads". Madam Pool having graduated 
from orthwestern in 1899. t y 

Andy dropped in to say J. H. told him he had had a letter 
from Andy 8 sister, Aurellia, Miss Cammie's maid, now living in .. . 

Msnroe. You may or may not recall that Aurellia married a 
white gentleman by or with the unlikely name of 
Ivy Lively. Well., it seems Mr. Ivy Lively h a s died and 
Aurellia has had wh a t &ndy pronounces as an" a pparition", 
and is thinking a bout returning to Melrose, to live. i think J. H. 
would like that because Celeste's servent is frequently out for 
a day •rtwoor three and I suppose it would be nice having 

*• t UrU ?!x Q !! d P erfl aP* Aurellia has forgotten her declaration 
on the day she quitted service next door because Celeste slapped her. 

„ , t9WU ni9 Jl* 39me U},lite boys around Ij30 this morning 

1* ohllnJin scuffle with eome colored boys and one white boy ended up . 
by chunking a brick through the windshield of a car beloing to 
grocer Ward, a n air force sergent, retired, and at present operator of 

a grocery store and a man of excellent record as to citisenry, paying 
of bills and «• on, a » advertiser, it is said in The Enterprise. 

Be that as it. may, Mr. Ward wasn t tn the carat the time, —I know not . , 
who was, perhaps a son or nephew ; a nd they went home and reported 
the damage and described the appearnce of the chunker of the brik aid 
Mr. ward took down a n ancient gun from the w a ll and started out. 

A youth, bearing the description of .the brick dhunker, was siqhted 
at the scens and ‘'r.Ward fired, the youth, white, dropping dead . Then 
it developed the youth killed h a d fust arrived »n the scene, — a senior 
at Northwestern, but attired as the other youth had been. As Mr. Walker 
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exclaimed when he 'phoned me about itj n 0 h, d earl Oh, dear'," 

At dinner, J, teld me about the deinga and said it was meat 
lamentable since it will preb a bly set off racial strife, 

A little before 7 o'clock this meriting, I, S,Willard called-me 
te cenfide that Kay has signed papers, purchasing a preperty, twe 
hemes belew the Walter residence en Williams Avenue, —the , 
frent en the avenue, the b a ck, a deep garden, I believe, en the river, I 
believe the transaotien was put threugh en Friday and fames teldabeut it 
enSaturday, James teld me enFriday hems never geing te meve 
frem the Pecan Park heuse <• It is sufficiently small te preclude guests, 

Kay teld I, S, Willard she wanted ( a heuse ef her ewn and a place fer Aunt , 

Willie, I theught the eppertunity excellent te strees twe peipts 

whioh I, S. W, ceuld. pass en te Kay, first, because Aunt Willie wot ts te remain 

at the Bluff, and, secendly, because it would be an impessible situatien 

$f* try meving her te such aremete situatien, so far frejn her leng 

time friends ad ceuntryside ,, It is a mixup that 

is cemplicated by everyene being ioreng and right . •«, ene peint er anether, 

I teld L, S. W, that this was a fine emlette falling ; te her and me te try 
te help unscramble and I think it quite a jet, 

1,3, W, said she and Kay were geing riding this afterneen, 

I was en the gallery a little after 3 when my 'phene rang but by the 
time I reached it„ the caller /»ad gene. Thinking it might be 
James, asking if he might see me, I g a vc that Pecan Park number a buzz and 
get Kay, She had just bestirred herself frem her bed, she said. She seemed 
te be bubbling ever with gaiety and never breathed a werd a beut 

the r>eal est a le matter. We talked about Aunt Willie and such like, thanksgiving 
and se en. She didn t ask if I wanted te speak with James and I didn't ask te, I 
think Kay is misguided but genuinely cenvinced she eught te "mether" 

Aunt Willie, James, and q uite correctly, thinks he sheuld Save Kay 

frem the physical exh a ustlen which Aunt Willie always be-gets when 

she can sit en Kay, Kay thinks James .is being mule-ish and 

unkind te her and se the thing spins, I w a s interested te learn frem I, S,W, 

that she thinks Kay is jealeus ef the West Ceast felks, possibly 

cencerning beth Aunt *illic and the latter's preperty, I didn t tell 

I, WS, W, that Aunt Millie's preperty in large measure is npw Kay's, 

Te end the Willard conversation, 1 asked her if she had the correct time as 
I was undercain a ft»ut my time piece. She said she ceuld and that it was 8x20 

but qhe theught hpr deck might be 10 er 15 minutes fast er slew but she 

wasn t 3ure whioh. That's I, S, W, Smile, 

• » t 1 * 

Lets mere transpired ever the weekend but this is sufficient te previde a samp. 
I enly heard twe, minutes, er less ef a repert en Mrs, Reesevelt's funeral. 

Perhaps I shall hear mere tenight by delayed broadcast,,,,,, 


u 
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Monday, Mevemher 12th, 1962, t 

• t t s 


Me me rand urn: 

Ideal weather, all blue and geld during the day, 
and wonderfully 3ilveredby tonight's moon, 

I lingered a little longer than usual 
at the supper table, chatting with seme man frem °acksen. 

Miss,, who is spending the night at the big heuse, a 
man doing something with pecan culture. It is always 
interesting te get the views ef a resident ef Mississippi at 
a y time and especially at present when the Oxford thing is still 
perking, I get heme in time fer my f a verite news casts but 
miss all ef them because I couldn't get inside the heuse. 

The ancientdeerkneb and the attendantleck have been 
playing out fer seme time and when I closed the deer te go te 
supper, ene piece er another ef the contraption fell out ef 
place, effectively locking the deer and the key which.I never 
employ ceuldn t even be inserted, what with the collapse, 
ef the mechanism, I idn t want te break into the heuse 
if that ceuld be avoided and se I fiddled with the thing 
fer three ^quarters ef a n hour but te no avail and 
finally theught the be3t thing te do was te put shoulder 
te the deer and push and it took quite a let ef pushing te 
break the leek which finally g a ve w a y. If enly my little 
pocket radio had been outside the heuse, 1 might have 
listened te the news as Iwerked en my problem. 

And speaking ef radio, I notice Howard A, Smith is 
in the news again, what with his ABC pro ram en 
Mr, Mixon having caused such a flurry en Sunday night, what 
with Alger Hiss having been among these present participating 
in the beradcast As I have probably expressed myself *n the Hi 3 s 
matter, I need scarcely repeat that I stil feel that if, as 
Mr, Mixon claimed, Hiss was guilty ef treason, why did , 

Mr, Mixon never prosecute him fer treason, either 

before er after Hi3S w a s sent te jail because a jury doubted 

Hisstruth in Grand Jug/ testimony,, I realize, 

ef course, that gangsters are sometimes sent to jail fer a voiding 
income taxes a nd net fer murder and. possibly Mr, Mixon 
felt he couldn't establish case, In a matter 








* _ . _ , 
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wrecking a nan s life, the a ccusati one set forth by Messrs. 

Mixon Chambers et al t deserves serieus attentien and 
a nation, if, indeed, betrayed, sheuld be pretected. Semebedy 
m this ffair has been woefully tut ef line and I shall 
always think it was .Vixen, Chambers et al until ene er another 
Ceurt has gene inte the matter. (y 

M? 3 •Walker called te say she had seen a netice in the legal 
news that Kay had purchased a preperty near the Walker's and that she had 
called Kay te cengratulate her. Shesaid Kay seemed 
gay ef spirit and teld. her hew she is geing te have the heuse 
dene ever, a den fer James and possibly a twestery building 
erected on the margin ef the river, the lower story fer 
a beat heuse, the upper fer a study fer James and so on. 


James dropped in just before dinner today and remained to freak 
bread and, after going to the camp fer a couple ef hours, ame back 
for a moment or two before going on te town. I 
did net mention the Walker 'phene call and accordingly l.was 
much impressed when he said he understood Kay was going te 
have the house dene ever and a den made fer him and so on and so on 
ihinlo 7 ® “ ,as,, n * dreaming of ever geing there te live as he wouldn't 
thmk of living Qnder a reef so positively owned and managed 
by another. In a heme jointly owned, 
he felt, two people could work out things satis- 
factory enough but in a house owned by one person and that owner 
having no end of kin folks who might be invited to 
dwe22 there without anyone else having anything to say, he was 
dead set against such an establishment and qccordingly would continue 
dwelling where he and his wife now live. It seems 
to be quite a difficult nut to cr a ck when all 
concerned have such determination. Acquainted with all 
concerned, I feel everybody has a proper position but 
1 find it a mi sere that nobody is like to give a n inch 
which ought to be fairly disasterous for domestic 
felicity.fjj) Accusations of this nature aren't 
sufficient and it was the patriotic duty of Hr. fjixon, after 
having stirred up such a rumpus, to proceed beyond the point of 
chipping a political toe hold for his own advancement. 

Well, Lord, 1 a m indebted to I. S.Willard for a call to • 
interrupt me in the above tirade. I. S.W, called to ask 
if I thought ames felt shew a sgoing too far in assisting Kay 
in her pro jects. I said I believed James didn't care what 
ns wife did in her real estate investments but that I had yet to 
fin., out what Kiy and *ames are doing in Uatchi 1 oches 
where Kay has only I . s. I V. to lean on and James is content 
to lean on me. And so Verterans D a y closeth, a beautiful day 
andscuffling going on - 1 do ?»»t understand........ 


1209.3 


Tuesday, Uovember 13th, 1962. 


Memorandum* K 

The grand weather continues. The sky is beginning 
to show through some of the big pecan trees where the 
leaves are gradually beginning to swirl downward and 
some of the Chinese magnolia leaves are*dropping although 
other trees remain intact in the foliage department. 

In certain streaks across the garden, especially the front garden, 
there are minor evidences thqt 'Jack Frost has 
skirted the beds but he hasn t knocked out 

a ny of the ca»aa, for instance, as yet. One of these nights, 
however, I a n looking for him to make another round 
in no uncertain terms wereupon the great banana 
leaves will start folding up and then we shall know that 
summer is indeed departed. Hiss Cam was 

forever s a ying: "Mother always said it never frosted before 

her brithday, November 13th." Well, perhaps 

Mother was right and more likely so if she was talking 

about B a you Lafourche and not Cane^iver but here 

we are on the 13th and, ae someone has so sagely remarked, 

"We shall see what we shall see". 

% 

I don't recall if I mentioned my happiness about 
the job which has recently been secured in the family of 
our concern. I c m so glad to learn of this because I feel 
instinctively it must be-get happiness all around. Tes, 
indeed, I remember very vividly the .personality in the 
organisation. And while recalling personalities that 
have persisted down the years, I frequently find myself wondering 
how the world of Egon turns> Should little Hiss 

Lee ever .encounter him, she will perhaps give us news from that quarter. 

Hy 'phone iang at 7 tonight but when I answered 
there was such a racket of mechanical firecrackers, I 
could hear no human voice. I assumed it might 
be pecanr park,oS indeed it was, for I dialed that number 
forthwith and got the lady who said she and Iter husband had both 
been trying to establish contact without success, so far as 
Lestan was concerned. She wanted to tell methat she would be 
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Wednesday , Nef ember 14th, 2962. 


II Ml 

heading out for south Louisiana bv a ir this coming Thursday, getting 

back heme by Uend a y, From this, 1 assume both she and I will 

be having a busy interim, She wanted t» tell me, tee, that Thanksgiving 

dinner weuld be at 2:25 en the succeeding *hursday and that she 

had taken a private dining reem at the Town 'House 

fer the six ef us, I had heard this frem *, S, Willard but 

let it be news, naturally, I understand the Dan Henrys are 

geing te break bread with the J, H, Henrys en Thaksgiving and 

seeverybedy will Und himselfmere er less in cengenial 

cempany, 

A series ef ’phene calls this meriting, net te mentien a 
ceuple ef pilgrims prevented me frem getting te the pest effice 
befere the postman, ahead ef time fellewing the heliday, had 
a re a dy departed and se in the merrew's pest will ge ferward net 
enly this meme but these ef Sunday and Uend a y last past under 
separate cever, 

The newLew 2„u2 was sitting in the Unicern H tU se this 
m fruing and didn t seem tee anxieus fer his e q uivil a nt ef a c p ef ceffee 
when I passed his way. By neen, hewever, he was beginning te 
adjust himself alright and tonight he and Leuella were both 
en their tees ready fer their supper, I held the 
thought he may net turn eut te be such a gadabout as 
his predecesser, 

11 uga beu' 3 y a m a is b a ck frem a weekend at theCharity Hospital 
in Alexandria, —a heart case, H e r c a bin is modest, 
herinclinatien toward the bottle much like that ef her sen 
and it i3 said the whole family wasing a round en a staggerinq 
merry-go-round last night which seems te make as little sense as dees 
the unending activities ef another heart pqtient we knew, 

It seems te be jU3t a beut a month since Pilgrimage time and 
I h a ven t heard a peep eut ef Natalie, I suppose she 
is geing around in circles but I held the thought she is jumpinq 
theeur her hoops alright. 

In the last day or se, the radio has been talking a bout 
seme hew stamp,one ef the type coming te hand the ether day, 
but net, 1 suppose, the rarevariety causing such a flurry among 
collectors . I enclose the one coming to hand,,,,,. 


1(emtrandumi 


Wear and beautiful weather with enough ef Hack Frost's 
touch during the night te pep up the oMone . 

* •* >laVe - ieen ,U the J ' um P a 22 da V but as between 

5 • clock this morning and 20 tonight, 

I den t seem te have tee much te shew fer my efforts, 

I was delighted today at the sight of the pair ef 
pronged, wrought iron forks James brought down frem 
the blacksmith for me. They are just exactly what I w a nted 
fer they leek pretty much like the instrument illustrators 
are fer ever introducing into their pictures ef 
Neptune and his triton er the Devil a nd his frighteninq . . 

triple pronged Syk, Tonight they are gracing the fireplaces, — 
the ene in the living reem, the ether here behind me in the boudoir 

whmVtV firjy !'l e 'l ex j big 1U3ty Ux - n Passing this w a y 

tVl catches sight of them fer they are big a nd lusty 

just like him and wonderful ayd a little awe-evoking a nd are 
jU8t grand fer stirring up biasing legs either in the fireplace 
or under an open Texas sky. These striking instruments 
y e jy arr * 3 ting in appearance that they might well quote 
that line from the D a rd ef Avon's sennet • 

"I am ene whom men love net —but seldom 
forget, n 


ns te 1 feOZS+h VP«'fP 1 e seeing them may net be se frightened 
as to forget that Isaiah Jones weuld be happy te 
hammer eut seme mere. 


Fay is le a ving Natchitoches by plane tomorrow 
at 22:25 and James suggested we bre a k bread at the Town 
House and then go en te take a leek at the Three Flaas 
tique ahoj > since the owners have asked me^te pass. 
That way to give thema pointer or two, I shall 
m a ke the effort but shall have few if any pointers 
, 3ince I a m under the impression neither gentleman has 
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any Reeling fer the. enterprise• Unless they get 
somebody to operate the thing, they weuld do better never 
to spen their deers, it seems te me. But that ia because 
I used te laber under the illusien that ene eught te knew 
seme thing, a beut merchandise he is selling te make a success 
•f the venture. b ut, ef ceurse, we knew that knewledge 
•f a preduct is much less impertant th a n knewing the Mid a s 
trick ef transferming ever ything inte geld at teuch ef the hand 
and se perhaps these gentlemen will succeed. What made me 
especially dubieus abeut the undertaking was a chance remark 
•S 1 • 3. WiH a rd whese niece is the wife ef ene ef the gentlemen. 

I. S. W. expressed the theught it weuld be s# nice if the 

aferesaid niece's husband sheuld ge inte seme sert ef business 

that had esthetic over-tones. My feet began getting celd right there. 

I deubt if either gentleman has any capital werth mentientng 

and they knew just as much abeut antiques as I 

knew abeut eperating a jet plane. I knew I ceuldn't 

get ene eff the ground and I deubt if they will ever get theirs, 

• 

Often I h n ve feund myself wishing James weuld epen a 
gallery in Natchitoches. It eught te be a success, net 
the least re a sen being that it preb a bly weuldn't matter if it 
eperated at aprefit er a less. 

This afterneen I gathered eneugh sweet basil seed te 
plant a parish. My methed is te ebserve 
the magical mement when a few ef the plants arse 
abeut "ea< : y te dispense their harbingers fer next 
seasens ' happiness, —small bl a ck seeds. x hen I 
take a geed size paper sack and push it stright down ever the 
plant, bending ever the plant ferthwith and shaking 
the 3tems ef the plant se all the seeds fall inte the 
paper 3ack. Seme leaves and breken 3tems fall eff with 
the 3eeds, ef ceurse, but I le a ve the trash with the harvest and 
hang up the paper b a g in the bathreem near the heater where 
the trash dries readily and may be blwen away within a day er se. In 
the mean time the bath and beudeir, since the latter adjoins, 
is permeated with the most heavenly a^omatic perfume one could 
hope te inhale and I'm folding up my beard right new 
and luxuriate in the "perfume from an unseen censer"....... 


Thursday, November 15th, 2962. 


Memorandum: 

Beautiful weather and sert ef 80-ish. 

I went te town .according te pl a n. %n air 
plane was coming it.fer a landing at the''air pert as I 
reached the Town House which isn t tee far from the • 
air pert, as I understand it, although I have never been 
to the air pert., Hainan hour later, James arrived. 

His indeminat ble sense ef humor revealed him te b e in his 
usual gay meed. It seems that when he started out from 

tVki\n Park t9 dr i Ve Kay t# the air p,rt > 3he Uld him he w as 

whirl 9 hi V 9 ? h de a L ld V iat , lie ,U9ht U he takin 9 another 
which he or rather which she pointed out. He told her he 

rellinaJ l \ W .lf 12 Ue + r + i9,lt she *as p.sitive a beut her 

feelings a beut the matter. After a while the little eld read began 

Opting smaller and smaller bu K a y bravely waved her hand in ° 

E,LxVuni°it Un $, L S§me tutldin 9*> remarking that they ere the hangars. 
* w * 1 * nan WaS “Sked about their situation and they were 
mil! buildings were the fiar ground buildings and that the air 
port was off yonder and se they turned b a ck a nd, after re¬ 
tracing their steps, get b a ck on te the right read' and 
finally made their destination. 


te 


the h dil } ed at V 18 T$wn H »use, We journeyed thence 

the Breadmore shopping center where L visiteed a super¬ 
market, —and A and P, I believe, the first time I had 
ever ben in such an emporium. 1 feund it wonderful. 

eVu, ,2*?!*?* adjoining store, — a Franklin store, 1 believe 
t t { wtnd8r ^l in another sert of way as the feed 

I was especially struck by the beauty of the wonderful artificial 


aS 1 'i nd8r stand it, then, —the pieces sent to Japan for 
a3senbly and then sent to the United -tates fer sale and 
I thought everything remarkable. As I understand it, the individual 
f ewers 3ell from 10 te ^O^cents^each and I ud erstand nothing a beut 


it is called 
one had beer 
flowers, f a l 


the whole operation but 


<ved the merchandise in every detail. 
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Driving en int§ t»wn, after h a oing purchased seme gilded spray 
t# put tn the dried ekra, we went eff the recerd, premising never te 
mentien we h a d ever dene what we were a beut te de, —visit the 
new real estate purchased en upper Williams Avenue. The 
lecatien is geed. I didn't think much •f the appearance •/ 
the heuse which we didn't investigate and while 1 theught the 
expanse in b a ck ef.the heuse impressive in its depth,, 

1 feund it barren b a ck there ef shade trees, there being enly a 
few sdraggy leafless peach trees ef ne merit. 

A garden ceuld be made there, ef ceurse a nd se fast grewing trees 
planted fer shade butse far as a garden is oenverned, it weuld be like 
starting frem scratch. The preperty frem Williams Avenue te the river 
runs east te west and as the preperty te the seuth ef it seems barren 
ef shade trees, it eught te be quite a biasing desert fer seme time in 
successive summers. Oddly eneugh there are plenty ef eaks,— 

,tee many, in fact, •» the Williams Avenue side areund the heuse 
where they weuld be needed least. Semebedy with a 1st ef imaginatien 
and meney ceuld make quite a place eut ef the preperty but it weuld take 
a let ef beth,plus quite a let ef time and my guess 
is that it will never be dene but ene never knews. 'The 
sharp centrast between it and ether available preperty between the 
same thereughfare and the river at an equally reaseiiable 
figure leaves me full ef wender that this particular tr a ct sheuld 
h a ve been selected It is interesting Kay has never mentiened the 
purchase ef the place te me altheugh she has cent a cted 
a nursery a b*ut making a garden. The nursery eught te be unable te 
resist a ny temptatien it might have te unlead tens ef stuff 
nebedy has cared te purchase and still h a ve need fer 
lets mere plants, especial ly shade trees • 

B a ck inte the center ef tewn and thence a c uple ef miles westward 
en the Many read where we discevered the prespective antique 
shep at a peint where cars whis aleng the highway at a great 
rate., llebedy was at the shep but we ceuld see seme pretty furniture 
inside. My epinten ef the place and its chance fer 
success were net brightened. We saw Pat later in the center ef 
tewn a nd I merely said I wa3 keeping my premise te visit 
the shep and he seemed pleased. I assume he preb a bly ewns 

•* • Am -t .1. U_ I... . 


Friday, Mevemberl6 h, 1968. 


Weuld yeu chance te recall the lady '3 
last name : 

Mrs. Mary ... . 

Park-BinetGd leries, 

MadisenAvenue, 

Hew Yerk, flewYerk. 

Tt seems te me the bey friend mentiened 
her last name in the cerrespendence ab*ut 
the picture but it eludes me. 

•James had in mind writing her a beut seme Hunter 

t ings...... 
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Friday, flevcmberl6 h, 1962. 


V»uld yeu chance te recall the lady's 
last name: 

Mrs. Mary . 

Park-BinetG^ leries, 

MadisenAvenue , 

.'lew Yerk, HewYerk, 

ft seems te me the bey friend mentiened 
her last name in the cerrespendence abeut 
the picture but it eludes me. 

James had in mind writing her a beut seme Hunter 

T mgs...... 
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Friday, Hevember I6thl 1962. 


Memerandumt 

Cleudy all day and warm s Warm and sprinkley tenight, 

If memery serves — and it has been 
a ltng time since merning — I think I get a meme eff 
Lyme, asking if by chance little Miss Lee 
ceuld remember the last name ef Mrs. Mary semebedy ef 
the park-Mnet Galleries. 

James has Ibeen casting a beut, trying te figure 
eut the best way te exhibit seme ef the ninety 
edd primitive-abstracts by little Mias Hunter which 
he has been gathering tegether ef late • I am 
net sure if everybedy is cellecting a bstr a ctm 
at the memeht but I theugh he might inquire 
ef the lady mentiened en the assumptien that *ark- 
Binet, if net in the market fer auctiening such items, 
might recemmend semebedy pf reputable status er 

might even suggest such an enterprise might cemmunicate directly 
with James. 

Unanneunced Sister blew in early this : fterneen and 
I Saw her at supper. She reperted her grandsen is deing 
just finq but as he was enly be rn ejl the 5th instant, 
she hasn t seen him as yet . One might have 

suppesed that because ef the nevelty ef beceming a grandmether, 
she might have kept right en geing until reaching Baten 
Reuge butnet everybedy, I gather, re¬ 
acts in the same way te such a blessed event • 

I demenstrated my excellent judgement this merning by 
telling myself that the new Lew Paul had been here leng 
eneugh te live his Leuella and the fine ranging previded by the 
lecal gardens and accerdingly invitei the pair 
eutside their Unicern Htuse enclesure te partake ef their 
merning ceffee • But neither Leuella, the ;ardens er the 
cracked cern exerted yuch charm en Lew Paul whe 
immediately teek te the skyways, sailing ever the big eak a nd 
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the highway, alighting with infinite grace an the surface af 
the placid river where he immediately set aut by expert 
swimmer'3 streke far,his farmer a hade further dawn the river, 

I shall gather him up an the marraw ar an J/anday and exchange 
him far anather in the far reaches af Red River, far beyand 
calling distance with assaciates yander, 

One af the reasans I was especially anxiaus ta 
invite Law Paul and Lauella aut af their enclasure 
was ta en a ble me ta le-,ve their gate apen sa I cauld entice 
the remaining h a nties inta that sanctum where they cauld 
mare readily be caught, Andy h a s h a d - 

several b a nties during the past seasan and weloamed the thaught 

af having same mare while 1 was equ^ly happy at the praspect 

af getting rid af them and. thus s a ue fram ruin a lat af 

plants the b a nties always seem sa intent an scratching up, Guineas 

have a bad repurtatian far such devastatian but the lacal 

enes negver seem ta indulge in such pracitce and I merely 

incarcerate them at the Uni cam Hause enclasure far a few weeks 

at planting time in the Spring until the seeds begin spreuting aut,after 

which the guineas ga n b.ut their business withaut ever disturbing the ten■ 

new grawth, Ihe b a nties are same thing else again, hewever and 

6a I was delighted when 1 cauld raund them up and present 

a whale bag full ta Andy this evening and Andy seemed 

happy, tpe, 

James drapped in this a fternaan, I was glad ta 
pause ta chat with him far a d a b but I 
must say I felt drawsy and pessibly he sensed it fer> 
his visit was camparatively brief, perhaps 
a cauple af haurs, Befare he departed, hewever, the 
grapevine reparted the advent af the weekend visitar and 
with that^news all impulse ta rest my eyes n naturally 
vanished, 

At caffee this naming 1 was shewn a charming little 
cauple in paroelaine, —a little bay and girl embracing ar 
same 3uch, althaugh I cauldn't make aut the excellence af 
the details well since the figures weren't mare than an inch ar sa 
in height, 1 believe it was same sart af a pin, It seems 

that ane day this week Natalie gave a luncheen far a graup 
af girl friends, each if wham was presented with these 
charming figures af varying design, —seuvenirs 
af August in Switzerland . 


And new 1 mustturn ta a dab af carrespandence befare 
calling it a day and felding up my beard, I held 
the thaught there may be a measure af peace and relaxatien at 
Lyme althaugh the impending halidays prebably prelcude that,. 


Sunday, Hevember 18th, 1962, 

C 


lleme random j 

Friday night's drizzle centinued threugh 
Saturday and teday, Abeut an inch and a half 
made up the tetal, Ihe greund a bserbed every drep and 
can prebably take as much mare withaut develaping a 
surplus, Ihe thermameter "heavers" between the mid 
40 s and 50 's, 

1 thaught yau might be interested in seeing haw akra 
leeksat the tap af its stalk and I am accerdingly 
sending aleng a single tap which I have blewn a bikef stuff an, 

1 put a cauple af clusters af nandina berries a s ballast, 

I recken the berries will shell but thaught y»u might 
like ta be reminded af thqir appearance, As 
far the akra, if it daesn t get. tee battered up in transit, 
it will previde same natian as ta haw pleasantly it femrs 
curves and haw readily it might be used far 
haliday decreatiens if a nyene cared ta take care af 
it when the fin a ljakra pads appear at the clese af the seasan, 
uring the summer, ane may pick these pads every ether d ay, sa 
fast da new enes replace these remeved. As I recall, 
akra is a member af the cattan family and was breught ever 
here byinmates af slave vessels, .1 den't knew 
as I have ever seen the akra mptif used in designs . 
which may be because the plant preb a bly wasn't knewn 
much in&urppe, *emetines the general effect af 
the stem, tapped with the pads, suggests the 

pre-Renoissance design af a bishap's crazier but I a m under the 
impressfev these designs were inspiredby ferns which 
were nativeie ' e ne ighberheeds where the great 
cathedrals fleurished, 

If the package is smashed up in transit, yeu 
will haveXest nething, *he paper sack l had intended 
ta end a 8e far y»ur canvenience, shauld U&Ve have cared ta 
take the akra with yau, was inadvertently emitted frtm the 
Package but since the package itself is enly tke*size 
af q shirt h»x, yau will perhaps net find it tea cumbersame, shauld yau 
decide ta carry it with yau, 
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,4s for the weekend, it was raggedy enough, 

Everything was sweetness -artificial, —and light — 

artificial, There was one exception covering the middle 

of the day when the lady was entirely exit of her mind, denouncing 

everything and e verybody and especially Celeste, This explosion 

came when Sister learned that D a n and family were to dine on 

thanksgiving across the fence, Early onSaturday morning Sister had 

asked me for all the flowers in the&hana garden which she 3aid she 

wanted to use for decorations en^hanksgiving when the 

younger boy and 1)he girl would be home, But when she <heard 

the D, Benrys were to dine aoross the fence, she • threw a fit and 

said she had planned all the time to come here, Of course the Dai Henry8 

will a not break bread here is she is present and that is just 

one of a dozen cockeyed angles to any circumstai ce in which Sister 

can get herself, b ut by supper time everything was rosey 

again, and so itwas this morning when she came to visit me 

a n d get m ore flowers and say she wouldn't be b a ck until fridcy which may 
or may not be true, Of course, the 

switch from raucous insantty to gushing sweetness is 
typical of the old, old pattern forever operating in Sister's 
case but the indifference ab^ut seeing the grandson 
falls into a category I hadn t expected. There was one 
hilarity during the noonday rumpus that made, me laugh 
in my beard, Sister radiates such poison and confusion 
that even those who usually disdain recognizing its existence 
are obviously effected by it, A case in point was the 

clerk who, when the three of us. Sister , he and I, the clerk dished out 
soup for me and for himself and the clerk s arted to e at, having 
utterly forgotten to dish out any for Sister, Smile, 

TUe lady who is contacting United nations Sift Shop is 
Miss Esther Everett Lape, 447 East 5 7the Street, N,^,C, 

I think this friend of Mrs, Walker's is quite a fine person 
and perhaps we shall be hearing from her,later, 

James came down this afternoon, Kay, laStorm and la Crabtree 
are expected to fly in from Newqrleans on the morrow. 

There was something in today's Shreveport Times about 
closed circuit TV teaching and 1 believe Natalie's name is 

mentioned,,,,,,,. 


Monday, November 19th, 1962, 


Memorandum j 

‘The sprinkles continue and the thermometer 
seems stuck in the 40's, 

I assume K a y , l a Storm and Mrs, Crabtree flew in 
today under a dripping sky but I have been most 
particular to make telephone calls either to 
theRegister or Willard residence, thinking it 
better to give' everybody a chance to get est a blished 
before h a ving to bother with phone calls, I 
believe I, S, 0 illard is somewhere in south Louisiana 
and I have no doubt the SouthCarolina ladies are 
busy getting established and accustomed to the Willard menage, 

J, H, or somebody mentioned that tht r current Readers 
Digest has ah article a bout the Nixon-Hiss 
business of years b a ck, I wonder if I should 
write the office of the Attorney General in Washington to 
inquire why it was Hiss was never tried for treason if 
the Nixon political skirmish really did turn up facts, 

Mrs, Walker just called, 0 'be spent Saturday 
/ morning at the college with a view to doing a story 
about Natalie's TV program and reports 
she got a very,nice picture of the lady. It will 
be interesting to compare the'Walker presentation with 
that in yesterday's Shreveport Times which wa3 a product 
of the college public relations section, 

Mrs, Walker sayeth further that feeling a s expressed by 

the lesser orders in the town are quite violent 
in regard to the five or six people charged with murder 
in the slaying of the college youth a couple of weeks b a ck, 

I believe it is hoped the Court doings will be held 
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during the holidays when people have something 
else to do other than concentrate onmurder, 

A slight interruption enters here. James just 
called to say that wh a t with the weather and dL 1, the 
ladies had found ai r travel impossible and 
accordingly have borrowed a car and driver from a Morgan 
City friend, ‘^hey 'phoned they would be spending the night 
in Baton^ouge and proceeding to Natchitoches on Tuesday. 

James says TV predicts more 
rain for the morrow in juxtaposition to 
my radio report that mentioned fair skies. 

I suppose climatic conditions cut little ice 
with travelers of theStorm variety. As for myself, 

I find it impossible to imagine why anyone in her 90'a 
should want to be prowling around} anywhere in 
the November rains, once October s bright blue weather 
has been put away for another twelth month. 

I don't recall if J mentioned having heard 
on the air a month or 30 back that the Elisabeth Murry 
Book °hop in D a llas has been acquired by Doubleday. 

Ihe last I knew, Elisabeth Murray is living in California 
and although married, is carrying on along with a domestic 
career some sort of a writers' agency on the West Coast. 


So often these past 10 days I have thought of little Miss Lee 
wishing one might share all the records revolving about Mrs. R.... 
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Tuesday, November Both, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

Our drizzle continued throughout the night 
and throughout today and tonight it is 
still drizzling. Die thermometer regains about 
stationary in the 40's. W e are not getting too 
much moisture and I suppose the temperature is a bout 
average for this season, “e are 
promised blue skies for the morrow but I'm 
taking that with a grain of salt. 

1 am forever being impressed by the determination 
of road runners to brave inclement weather. Sister 
dropped a post card saying some Fort Worth folks would come 
either today or tomorrow. I didn't see them today. 

I did see a couple of other batches, however, 

the last five or six people under the wing of 

the same Mrs. Rogers ofFairbanks, Alaska, who was here 

a month or so ago. Mrs. Rogers seems to be showing good 

sense in lingering on along Cane*iver instead of catapulting 

herself b a ck into the Al a ska)i snowbanks. One 

of the men in today'3 Regers' party was a man 

doing research for the mental section of the Louisiana 

Hospital Board. I told him frankly he had at last 

contacted the right man. 

I didn't hear my thing from town today a 6»ut 
the SouthCarolina travelers kut perhaps 
I shaL 1 get a buzz from that quarter before 
I h a ve finished jotting down this memo, in¬ 
terruption.... 

A call just came through but not from 
town or from the travelers. This was a call from 
Alexandria, —the editor of some paper, perhaps 
the Dolton High School.or some such, —I had a poor 
connection, asking for an interview on the morrow. I 
suggested 2:30 in the afternoon although 1 already 
have one or two appointments for that hour. 

I was lucky enough to hear the President's 
press conference at 5 o'clock our time tonight. 

I shall hunt it up for a second hearing in a delayed broadcast 
later tonight for I should like to listen to it again. 

Late la3t night, while casting a bout among the 
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Wednesday, flevember 81st, 1968 . 


air waves, I happened en Dr. Beurpe, an Oklahema City 
Bible slapper ef seme pepularity ameng the great unwashed. 

He was tirading against everything including the 
Kennedy Administratien, the United !fattens and se en. 

I neted that he made the usual ameunt ef half truths, 
false statements and se en, as, fer example, when he get 
areund te Alger Hiss, he speke ef him as being the man 
whe was sent te prisen fer being a spy and L wished 
Hies weuld 3ummen him te Ceurt te preve his statement, 

Remance is in flower, in spite ef the weather, acress 
the read frem the artist's heuse where her daughter, 

Jackie, resides. 1 he artist's grandsen, a dull 
bey, —eff spring ef Clyde Claude Emmett Davis and 
°ackie, is living with his mama and has breught in 
a daughter ef Murphy Brewn whem he has been ceurting 
since deep summer, Mr. Davis aid Miss Brewn haven't 
decided upen a formal marriage as yet and theyseem quite 
cemfertable with Mr. D a vis' mama, the aforesaid Jackie. 

In passing it might be remarked' that Miss Brewn is 

impressively pregnant,. it is said, but that is enly 

a detail JunierD a vis used te drive his grandma’s car 

eff Little M iver way te pick up Miss Brewn en summer 

evenings, it is said, but grandma weuld never let 

Junier use the car te escert the yeung lady heme, Hew 

the- Welfare department will view the new demestic arrangments en 

Part ef Miss Brewn, I weuldn’t knew', Junier ence 

expressed the theught ef marriage but lacked meney fer the 

license. One thing certain. Grandma will 

never shell eut meney fer such temfeelery en the 

part ef.her kin felks altheugh, in a pinch, she might de 

se fer eemebedy like Pa. 

% 

At the 9 e'cleck ceffee heur, I was pleased te 
nete the enchantment ef mine hestess ever the 
sweet card ceming te her frem the true hand 
bf little Miss Lee. I theught 
.it altegether charming, helding the theught the while 
that the aforesaid little Miss Lee will centinue 
cencentrating en the meuntains ef must stuff 
befere turning te ether lines ef enr>e a ver 
since I firmly believe every pessible mement deveted 
te catching ene's breath sheuld be exercised until 
pressures ease. . 


Memerandumi 

Cleudy all merning with the sun breaking threugh 
areund 8 in the afterneen. Pleasantly ceel tenight with 
a he a venly canepy ef stars tenight te exhilerate the seul. 

Twenty billien ways ef expressing it ceuld net 
pessibly cenvey the delight I experienced when di-scevering 
a wenderfully fat letter frem Lyme in teday's- pest. 

J feund all the tepic3 teuched en se much — c 

te my liking and the pertraits rang, such pretty netes ef assurance 
as I censidered impending business with Is a iah •» 

Blessed be the pen that centrives such levely 

things .am especially happy te have the.Lyme agenda fer Thanksgiving. 

The pregram seunds as theugh it may well be made up ef 

sufficient participants as te make the deings sufficiently 

fulseme as te w keep everybedy and especial, ly the 

hestess pretty much, en -the jump. I held the 

theught the hubbub may be such as te previde lets ef 

little slices ef merriment that will previde ne end ef • 

pleasant memeries at clese ef day when a measure ef quiet has 

settled ever the place and ene can pause befere sleep te 

review the seunds ef jey and the delights ef asseciatien 

ef which the day was made up. 

• 

I cannet express hew delighted I am and hew 
indebted I feel fer the pains taken te acquaint me with 
the details revealed by the Versailles film. The peeple 
and the places with whem and with which ene cemmunes se many 
times every day eliminates the physical distances between and 
makes pessible the intimacy existing betweena Lydi a '-and Lest a n, 
a Versailles and any place ene chances te be. That yeu sheuld 
h a ve enumerated the details glimpsed by the camera and 
especially yeur reference te the ''hapel g a ve me special pleasure fer 
it had chanced that enly yesterday I had been turning threugh 
a little eld velume ef the 1740’s cent a ining an architect’s 
plan ef ihe^hapel, .as theugh the edifice were cut in twe, revealing 
the strvuctural details with remark 2 ble clarity, enabling me 
the better te imagine the peints where the present resteratien werk 
weuld preb a bly be mest in erder m 
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Thursday, Mo vernier 22nd, 1962, 


j-t was st characteristically thoughtful tf little Hiss Lee t§ 
h a ve forwarded the clippings regarding the final rites tf 
tur departed friend, I shall he lttking ftr the enveltpe 
with infinite eagerness, Mtne tf the ptint ctnverning 
thematter, —the ptints ttuched tn in the letter, were kntwn tt me, 

I had heard ntthing, ftr instance, tf the presence tf 
la Marquise de HeadingI recall st vividly when she 
married Ltrd Reading, Re was ctnsideraHy tlder 
than she and, if memtry serves, she had assisted him as 
secretary at stme time pritr tt their wedding. La Marquise 
was a beautiful wtm a n, in striking ctntrast tt Ltrd Reading 
whs styehtw by leanness tf face, always reminded me tf President 
Wilstn s Secretary tf the Treasury and stn-in-l a w, William 
McAdtt, If memtmry serves, Ltrd Reading was an Isaacs beftre 
being knighted. As I recall, there was a parallel tr twt 
between the general elements, -disparity tf a3 e8 an d st an that 
were tt be found in the marri a ge tf the Re a dings and 
Mr, and Mrs, d artld 'Ickes, F, D, R,'s Secretary tf Interier, 
what with btth bridegrttms being c a p a hle-and much tlder than 
their attractive brides. The Lyme letters are always 
st redtlent with material making me wish we might take up 
ptints endlessly. 

Except ftr the half htur b etween 11 a nd 22:30 when I ctuld, 
thanks tt the unexpected arrival tf a secretary when I ctuld 
ctAmune with Ly%e , has been a whiz, cluttered up with 
petpie all mtrning, afternoon and e veiling »I summtned 
Andy tt ctme at 12145 st we ctuld turn the htuse upside dtwn beftre 
my 2s 30 appointment ftr an interview and the succeeding 
parade tf petpie, Andy arrived an schedule and immediately we 
did turn the htuse upside dtwn. In the midst tf it, htwever, 

James arrived, bringing tperatitns tt a standstill, When 
I mentitned the 2:30 appointment, James said he wtuid le a ve 
promptly at 2:29, That, tf cturse, left the uprtar right where it 
was until dusk-dark, I sent Andy tt concentrate tf gardening, distracted 
as I was by the ruiii8 artund me, I resumed htusecleaning 
after dark st that things are tnce mere in trder and I think I shall 
sleep mightily ttnight . 



Memo r a ndumt 

Beautiful, sunny weather ftr 2 hai ksgiving 
with the thermtmeter in the 60's and ttnight's he a vens 
again spangled with stars., 

James came dtwn abtut 10 and we chatted until 
12, driving tt ttwn where we picked up Kay in Pecan Park 
and drtve tt the ttwn htuse, fheje she and I waited in the 
special dining rttm while James went tt feta.hMesd a mes Sttrm, 

Crabtree and "illard, giving me an opportunity tt listen 

tt stme tf Kay's ideas on doing ever the property she has purchased, 

I gather she plans it more as a htme ftr Aunt"illie than 
anything else. She did take the opptrtunity tt 
express her extravagant admiration tf I, S, Willard, I 
believe these twt girls were made ftr each other. 

In 10 minutes, the ladies arrived and I ftund ^unt" illie 
her usu a l self. The six tf us sat a t an a m PTy Tong table, Mo one 
sat at the head tr the foot tf the board but rather three on one side f a c 
three on the opposite side and I liked the arran gement, 

Tie ftjtd was execellent, —especially the turkey and dressing. 

The pumpkin pie was tastey, too. Ho wine was served which 
would have been better, had it appeared, I think. 

After dinner, —but first off I might remarked how we 
were placed at table, - KaV t Lestan and I, S, *illard tn one side in that 
der while on the opposite side, Mrs,Crabtree facing 
Kayi James facing Lestan and Aunt "illie facing K J S,Willard, 

I, S, *illard had brtughlr a beautiful potted artificial plant from 
Mew Orleajis and it was so placed on the table that it 
cut off Auntbillie 's view of me but we were a *2e . 
tt penetrate at . barrier, 

After dinner, we drtve to the "illard residues ftr an hour's 
pleasant chat, I was most favorably impressed by 
thegardening I, S, Willard ha3 achieved, making the most 
tut tf every inch tf her comparatively small property, 

lames brought me htme at 4, We chatted a moment with 
Celeste wht chanced to be standing by the cattlegap in front 
tf her htuse, I asked her how her Thanksgiving entertainment 
had gone. She paused beftre responding and then 
saisi "It was all. such, a btre" 9 
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We skipped supper at the big heuse and P was 

happy te h a ue a ge at a grand slab ef sweet petate pie which 

Celeste had sent te vie during the merning, J a mes 

had brought me seme ice cream which remains in the ice bex and I 

deubt if sample it twilight, having already eaten mere than I 
sheuld have teday • 

Aleng a beut 6 this evening, Natalie called, 

I teek the eppertunity te tell her hew busy J^iss Lee has feund 
herself since her vacatien and she said she unde^rsteed per¬ 
fectly and that she was expecting seme clippings frem the ten 
Reuge merning Advecate having te de with the TV teaching 
and that she felt when she get these eff te yeu shertly, yeu 
weuld understand hew busy she has been alse, I 
teld her I felt instinctively that friendship &uch as hers and 
little Miss Lee's was ef such sturdy stuff that mere absence 
ef cemmunicatiens during busy times ceuldn't put a dent in ai ything 
,se fine. She said that expressed her sentiments te a T, 

Back te .the Pecan Park center, it appears there's a 
slight endurance test in pregress as between that place 
and Briarweed, Pt seems Aunt«illie expressed the intentien 
ef driving up te call en Carrie and Kay- theught ef geing, tee, but 
then there was the theught. that arrie has never visited her since 
. she, Kay, has been living in the Parish, 1 his deesn't mean 
a thing s* far as Carrie is cencerned, I feel pesitive, Stil-1 
it weuld have been nice if Carrie had made a gesture. 

Perhaps I, S,Will a rd will drive the ether ladies 

up there en the merrew er the weekend sne d a y. Perhaps 

enly Aunt*illie and Hrs.Cr a btree will make the 

jaunti wanted te say yesterday hew much P had appreciated 

the little ncceunt ef the deings ef felks seuth ef the 

herder fer I like te keep abreast with them whe • semehew seem like 

ch racters eut ef a beek a beut whem P have read and feund 

se appealing as te make me want te knew what happen after the 

beek itself had clesed, 

*8 a final line en this Ph a nksgiving D a y , P alse 
want te raise my heart and veice in praise efGed 
fer all the happinesses which are eurs,,,,,, 
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Friday, Nevembcr BZrd, 1962, 


Memerandum j 

A levely day and sert ef mid 70 and 
plenty ef 3tar3 tenight. 

Great was my surprise te discever a 
letter frem Lyme in teday's pest giving the 
V a ndergrief name en a separate sheet and the levliest 
ef letters en the re se decerated statienary, I 
had net expected a respense te an inquiry cevering Park Binet 
se seen and I regretted when pesting my inquiry P had net 
suggested a telephene call te the ^Heries te inquire the 
name, assuming that weuld have been the easiest way 
te learn it. 

And great was my delight te find in the same' pest 
the big envelepe ef swell clippings which P am 
geing te run hreugh with a fine teeth cemb in 
the days ahead, Hewwenderful are the ways ef 
little Miss Lee, 

My agents had reperted James te be at 
the camp and 1 an tic ipated a visit frem him se 
I ceuld hand him the address. He did net step 
here, hewever, and se P chatted with°him at 
heme by 'phene this evening. As luck weuld 
have it, the girls were all at I, S ,Willa rd' s er 
seme place and se.P ceuld pass aleng ene 
er twe bits ef infermatien regarding Sterm plans in 
which P theught he weuld be interested such as 
her determinatien te remain at the Bluff and se en 
even theugh K a y dee# .rig up the Williams Avenue 
residence fer her, 

• • 

And speaking ef Aunt*illie, P intended reperting that 
in the cenverstien with her en Phursday, I 
was interested especially in twe peints she 
teuched en, ene cencerning plants, the ether a persen. 

In speaking % ef butterfly lilies, she remarked hew 

strange she theught it was that se far as she knew, her g arden 

is the enly ene in SeuthC a relina where 

butterfly lilies are, te be feund and we beth wendered why 
there sheuld be such a scarcity ef them there and hew seldem 
ene ever find them in Leuisiana, especially as beth 
her plants and the lecal ene8 seem te thrive with 
suc/i. vigpr* I was impressed when she referrred te 
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them as ginger lilies which, ef ceurse, they are net. 

The surprise 1 felt when she mentioned a persen 
had te de with Archibald a utledge. She used t» 
ge te Hampten Plantatien near McClellandville, eccasienally 
and ceunted Mr, Rutledge as her friend. She said 
that when she had gene te Mergan City last week, she 
had taken several cepies ef the Rutledge beek, * Life's Extras" 
all autegraphed, which she presented te friends attending the 
dedicatien ceremenies ef whatever it was that was being 
dedicated, I haven't had an eppertunity since 
eur re nversatien te censult my file but I 
felt se pe3itive that little Miss Lee had sent me 
Mr, Rutledge's ebituary quite a while b a ck that 
I gathered Aunt Willie hadn t learned ef his death, 

I assume she must have had several cepies ef 

his "Lifes Extras" en hand in erder te give them away last 

week and yet this seems semewhat edd, Re a ven 

knews I hepe I am in errer and that Mr.Rutledge is 

still ahil and hearty. 

It was se theughtful ef little Miss Lee te repert 
findings in the United Matiens Gift Shep. I deubt 
if 1 am geing te be able te de any business in that 
quarter in view ef the prices se theughtfully enclesed. 

I think a prefit can be realised enly if tiles 

are preduced in censider a ble quantity, —perhaps theusands, 

since the individual tile en a basis ef 1 50 quantity invelves 

a beut $2.10 each. Add te this figure the fact that 

transpertatien charges rung reund 16 er 17 dellars and 

either U. 11, er the lecal preducer weuld have te 

eperate at ne prefit at all. Die cest ef the precesses 

in transferming the eriginal painting te a precess 

fer getting it en te tiles runs well ever $100.00 

and such charges and ethers ceuld ef ceurse be spread ever 

a quantity ef items but en small quantities, these 

initial manufacturing cests meunt high. 'They can be dispesed 

ef gradually in this create cever cests and sheuld 

re-erders be required, subsequent slaes will 

permit a prefit. Se turns the werldin the m rket place 

and happy am I fer ted a y's delightful supprieses-........ 
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Sunday, Mevember 25th, 1962. 


Memerandumt 

Sunny Saturday, cleudy Sunday and withal mild. 

It was such a pleasant weekend with a few nice peeple 
en Satu day and nene en Sunday and nebedy frem Shrevepert shewing up. 

I had half expected the ladies frem tewn might k jeurney 
te Briarweed, what with the w eather being se pretty but they 
didn t. Uames drepped in en Scuturday a fterneen 
and remained until nearly 4. Re didn't repert any 
secial news and I inquired a beut nething. Tenight 
Mrs. Walker called. She said she had dined this neen at the 
Ceuntry Club where she had been appreached at her table by 
I. S .W illard whe wanted t». present seme twe er three ladies 
at her table, — Mrs. Sterm, Mrs. Sweat, Mrs. Crabtree 
and 8e en, I. S .Willard said there was te be a tea at her heu 3 e 
fer Aunt illie between 4 and 6 and Invited 
the W a lke'fs. Die Walkers drepped in at 4*30 and Mr. Walker 
feund himself the beau ef the ball-since he was the enly 
gentleman present. 1he lady decter arrived shertly after 
the Walkers, op parantly en a prefeseienal call, disappearing with 
Kay and neither ef them putting in an appearance betwfer 
the W a lkers departed. 

Aunt"illie reperted she was remaining in Matchiteches 
te witness the turning en ef the lights en Saturday. She said that as Prt 
ef tlieSeuth Carelina Federate Garden Clubs er seme such, she was 
expected in the lew ceuntry ene day this week, but the meeting 
weuld be pestpened until 3he returned. She g^ve 
a few terse ebservatiens r garding the Kennedys whe 
are ruining the ceuntry, it seems, appeinting 
judges frem afar te eccupy Federal benches in 
the.Seuth . 

It is said K a y is leeking mere and mere like her 
auntie. It was felt the latter exuded a peisen that 
made heavy inreads en the niece. 1 was impressed 
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to hear such a statement since it funded 
precisely like the theughts expressed by James, 

When I heard the opinion express by me who scarcely 
kntws the people invelved, I could but run through 
my own impressions Jor it was opined that the ntece obviously 
was so bogged down by her auntie that she probably 
could never emergeto emotional stability, 

One of the reasons whythere 's a vague sort of 
isolation at the Pecan Park establishment is 
becausenobody there has any stable pattern •/ existence 
and society soon avoids the unpredict a ble, For 
instance, it was said Kay would accompany la Storm 
back to the Bluff next week, Then it was said she w+uld not. 

Plans for Christmas were based jn the fact that she would be there 
, —that is, both Radies would be there, 2hen it was 
decided Kay would not be there but would , 3«?id her jan Francisco 
sister to be there • Wien it was decided la Sjtorm might 
visit somebody on the West Coast, flow it isn t know where any 
body will be and one or two, people have ask-e-d -me where to s«iid 
Christmas greetings and as I don't know myself, I* suggest 
Pecan Parkas a forwarding center but that seems to itrike 
a hollow note. For people who like to 

never get off f a merry-go-round, such an existence might be 
fun but 1 don t find di yone in particular, except Aunt"illie 
relishing the confusion, 

Saturday afternoon's visitors included a couple of priests 
who were strolling in the gardens at a quarter to five as 'James 
was leaving. One, a father o'bricn and other whose name I 
foroet made up the couple. Father O'Brien is attached 
to Northwestern, the other gentleman is from 
Port Elizabeth, SouthAfrica$ a place I don t seem to know, 

I wanted to learn something a bout how things are turning 
inSouth Africa but the Reverend Fathers had heard 1 
had an early edition of J mes Joyce's 0lysees and they 
wanted to talk 20th century writings and so we did just 
that and I shdL 1 perhaps catch up on South Africa* later, 

I thought of little Miss Lee this afternoon 
wishing she might have seen the parade along^bout dusk when 
I went to trun on a hydrant,near the center of the Ghana 
circle, still bravely abloom with zinnias Both black cats were 
with me, Louella, the goose, the gray and the white guineas t 
theblue and white peacocks 
and the contrasts were wonderful ,,,••••• 
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Monday, November 26th, 1962, 


Memorandum j 

Cloudy and a little cool, <. 

Rain is promised for tonight and tomorrow and rain for the 

impending weekend. For those planning to attend the 

Saturday night doings in town, may it be rained out before then, 

James came to see me thisafternoon. He said the 
girls had gone to Briarwood thisafternoon, —Mesdames 
Register, Storm, Crabtree and Willard with the 
latter driving the horseless carriage, 

What, if any, report we get on that hejira ought to 
be diverting if not illuminating, 

James said Kay had planned to call me to 
invite me to join the others partaking of hanksgiving 
turky to dine Friday night at the Country Club, 

Fortunately K ay discovered that I, S,Willard 
is giving another tea on Friday, It was felt that 
dinner top of a tea might be too much of a physical 
strain, supposedly on Aunt *tllte but actually on 
Kay, Accordingly the Friday nigh dinner plans were 
withdrawn, much to my satisfaction. 

Present plans call for the departure from Shreveport 
by plane for Charleston by Mesdames Storm and Crabtree, 

Kay envisioned /arses driving her and the two ladies 

to Shreveport on Monday, spending the night in a comfortable 

motel there, with the two Carolina ladies enplaning 

Tuesday, James thought it would be easier all around if 

the ladies journeying eastward, mounted a plane in 

Hatahitoohes that would take them only a fraction of time that 

a drive would require but Kay said Bill likes to fly 

in big planes and she doubted if her auntie would be comfortable 

in the more modest size one. There was some talk about 

chartering a large plane. One disadvantage in h a ving 2#ts of 

money, 1 suppose, is all the doings involved in how most confort a bly 

one may get from here to there, I can but marvel that 

James keeps his sense of humorin the midst of such flurries. 


I 
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When speaking in last night s memo ef the group 
$f furred and feathered friends accompanying me at dU3k dark in my 
tour ef the Ghana garden, I think I emitted the name ef 
Mr.Carroll, the *h tte rabbit, ahtse whitness rivals that 
of the peacock, geese and guinea and whese gate centrasts se 
sharply with that ef the black cats. I never see the 
black cats en a frelic with lir. Carrell altheugh 
they are friendly neighbers and eften ene er the 
ether ef the bl a ck cats ge eff g a lliping in the directien where 
Ur. Carrell-is nibbling • they never actually run inte him and 
as he never meves er even ceases nibbling because he 
prebably knew s as d* the cats that while it certainly leeks 
as theugh there might be an up-set, sheuld they ceme 
inte contact, all knyo hat the twe bedies invelved will miss 
e a ch ether by a h a ir'3 breadth. When the treup, thking 
it breakfast er supper time, begin fellewing ye, they must 
present a curieus assertment ef unlikely asseciates but 
they all seem happy tegether and it 3eems to me tH tegether heartening 
te observe hew neighberly such different characters can be. I 
must say a candid camera shet ef the whele pes s« weuld 
present a picture few peeple weuld prebably accept as 
a casual reality ef friendly neighbers. 

It was nice hearing frem Rebina teday. I 
was amused at the M a ude Dunn repert ef scrapbeeks 
in the library. I think this is an excellent example 
ef hene3t testimeny that isn't true. Surely en a witness stand, 

Mi.ss Dunn's testimeny weuld receive sympathetic hearing 

and be accepted as ef censiderable weight. x he fact is the 

scrapbeeks have never been in the library, either in Miss Cammie's 

time e since but Maude Dunn used te knew Melrose and 

reported seeing the books there en her last visit. I 

have heard ether peeple speak ef the collection ef Miss Cammie's 

scrapbeeks they had seen in the library and eventually I 

came te the conclusion that most such reports came frem 

peeple who had but a vague notion ef what a 3crapbeek resembles te 3ta 

a nd that they have assumed that the bound newspapers in the 

library are scrapbeeks. 

I feel like doing seme work tonight on this 
keyboard but think 1 shall take a turn in the fresh air first 
for I think a sprig ef sweet basil or sage I may pluck along 
my way will give added zest tea 10 o'clock snaok when 
it '3 news time....... 


Ci 1 


2\ie3day, November 27th, 1962. 


Memorandum : 

It rained gently all night and continued misty 
throughout the d a y. Me thermometer has stalled 
around 50 and se it is pleasant enough with a light jacket. 

Hie program for the Christmas festival in town on Saturday 
arrived teday and I am putting a copy in the pest for little 
}fiS 3 Lee. I think it is scarcely anything but 
advertisement 3 and I shouldn't bother te glance 
through it if a n odd moment shouldn't be te hand. I 
think there are a few sketches ef the .town, as scene 
er seen by the pen ef I. S. Willard and I believe someone 
said there is an eld sketch ef Melrose but I haven't gl a nced 
inte the thing. James saw a copy and said tl^e advertisement 
c s inserted by Hie*nterprise and the ene by the Times, — 
the latter published the program, are strikingly different 
a nd he found the Times notice quite dumb • 

Shortly after I jetted down last night's memo, 

Aunt Willie called to repert on her day's visit te Brirarweed. 

She said she found Caroline looking wonderfully well and that 
she was jumping around with all her eld time agility. 

It seems the greenhouse is situated in back ef Briarweed house. 
About twe and a half feet ef earth was excavatedte install 
the ground fleer a little, below surface level. *he 
3 ide 3 ef the building h a ve glass windows but the reef is 
ef conventional sheet iron er whatever that metalic stuff 
is called. I suppose a glads reef in summer weuld require 
whitwash on the reef, were it of glass but all the greenhouses 
I have ever seen have had glass reefs but Briarweed is 
different. 

It has ene striking feature for this area at least and that 
is the fact that it is heated by electricity which ought te 
be a fine wcy to keep it warm and increase the R. E. A. 
dividends . 

According te Aunt Willie, Caroline has a n oentr a ct n with 3ome 
oil company and used the money te build, the.greenhouse. What 
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Aunt Willie shtuld have 38aid prtbably is that stme 

til ctmpany has a lease for til tn Briarwttd and that is 

where the mtncy came frtm, I helieve a dtllar tr 

a dtllar and a quarter tfx per acre is the general rate 

paid ftr the Briarwttd neighbtrhttd and as BrSarwttd runs ints 

8 tr 3 hundred acres, prtb a bly, tnce the greenhtuse was built, 

there wasn t much left tver ftr paying the electrical bills which, 

atng t,ther~things, is ntne tf my business. 

She said that Harper andBrtther had written Carrie last 
year tt dt a bttk ftr them but that Carrie hadn't been able 
t» §et it started as yet because there was such a drtugh-t that 
she had tt spend dL 1 her time watering plants by hand, 

What difficulties and barriers winter will inter-ptse, 
tnly la Dtrmtn can imagine, 

James came unanntunced this afternttn artund 8 and 
remained ftr supper. It 3cems that K a y had the ladies 
tver tt Pecan Park ftr the afternttn and I gather he was 
in n» hurry tt get back htme dbhtugh he reptrts that relations 
all artund seem tt be just fine. As he drtve awrjj at first dark, he 
slewed dtwn and returned tt say that after almtst a year, he had 
at last hit tn just the right name ftr the camp, — 

Thapk Heaven,I assured him ntbtdy ctuld have thtught up 
anything better, 

A slight interruptitnbreaks in between this paragraph 
anfl the abtve• Mrs, Walker 'phtned tt say she had had 
a call frtm Dtrttfyy Erwin wht s ems tt be the Special 
Features edittr tf the Shreveptrt Times, 

A while b a ck, pritr tt pilgrimage, perhaps. Miss Erwin 
was casting abtut fer material and Mrs,Walker asked her a btut 
running an article #» Miss Hunter, primitive artist. Miss Erwin 
ctnfided that theShreveptrt Times was planning ctltr 
printing pretty sttn and she wtuld like tt htld a Hunter 
article ftr that. And st Miss Erwin called ttday tt a sk 
if she might see the W a lkers tn Saturday as she planned tt 
attend the turning tn tf the lights, Mrs, W a lker resptnded 
negatively as they plan tt be tut tf ttwn and suggested antther 
date when 1fis9 Erwin ctuld rtund up a primitive and 
bring a ctltr phtttgrapher tt take stme shtts. In view* tf 
the dhrev'ptrt Times’ pre-Csnfederate nttitn tn ‘-frt-Americans, 

I can tnly g a sp when I think what will happen tt Miss Erwin when 
that sheet. unftlds .. 
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Wednesday, ■htvember 88th, 1968, 


Memtrandum • 

Beautiful weather, all sunshine and stars and strt tf 50 like. 

When tne hasn’t a ny news in particular andean't find any 
thing tt be especially mad at ,ai ytne a btut, the mtst natural 
thing in the wtrld seems tt be the dishing tf tne's friends 
which 1 shdL 1 prtceed tt dt, 

I supptse I mentitned last night that Kay called, 
saying she was gting tt get James tt drive her and the ladies 

dtwn th s afternttn, 

I rattled the grapevine and summtned Andy tt 
ctme a-jumpin' early st that we ctuld trun the htuse 
upside dtwn befire the guests arrived which I assumed wtnld 
be artund 3 t ’cltck, 

Tt my surprise, James appeared at my dttr ten minutes 
beftre nttnday dinner . He said as he had supped here 
last night, he wtuldn t think tf dining ttday and I ttld 
him I wtuldn t think tf anything else and st we dined. 

He said he had ttld K„y this meriting that he wtuld 
be glad tt bring her auntie, Mrs, Crabtree and 
I, S.Willard if she wished tt ctme dtwn this fternttn 
but that he felt that Kay herself shtuldn't try 
tt make it, what with the gted earth being st stft in the 
wake •f the rains that her crutches wtuld sink intt the grtund 
and it wtuld be dnagertus ftr her tt try tt negttiate the gardens. 
He said he felt, ptssibly he understetd Kay tt say that if 
her auntie shtuld ctme, she wanted tt ctme, ttt, 

Htw things ever turned tut, I dtn't kntw since 
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I never heard frem Kay and James spent the afterneen at the 
camp, passing this way fer 10 minutes areund 4:45 when he headed 
teward tewn, 

JJ aturally my a/terneen was hedged in by 
uncertainty since 'James had declared he didn't knew 
i/ the ladies under I, S. Hillard's guidance, weuld 
ceme anyway er net, I find the whele set up 
quite beyend my ability te imagine, 

James reperted that *helm a Kysen h a d invited the Registers 
a nd Mesdames Crabtree and Sterm t$ try Herthwestem 
enien seup at the President's residence en Thursday but 
Kay had declined the feed sinceshe weuldn't be getting 
under full sail until after 2, 1 helma then effered te take 

them fer a drive „*eut the campus and se I suppese 
the drive will end up with a tea at the cellege but 
James will net be present, I hepe everybedy cencerned 
knews what he and they are deing, A 3 fer myself, 

I den ’t, J * 

I'm net sure hew the trick w a s turned, but semehew 
in . 2. J 9daV 5 suspended animatien, T get the five parterres 
ef thejhana garden denuded ef its remaining* flewers and vegetables,, 
everything except the circle where the greens remain valid and 

*5.* pa rterres may be pleughed ferthwith 
and then stirred up again mj<ebruary fer early planting, 
ene ef the fruits ef the parterre sweepings is a celleotien 
ef nine eggplants which have heaped up with seine little 
pumpkins, ekr a and such like in a big eld weeden tray 
and I like the harvest assertment, the mere se because I 
think it weuld delight little Uiss Lee's eye, tee, 
were she te view it, 

, UaU ' e a ^^ 9ck 9 f pseple scheduled fer temerrew meminq 
and there s semetbing en the decket fer afterneen which eludes 
my memery mementarily and J- held the theught the weather 
may centinue as premising as tenighfs vast c a nepy ef stars 
seems te suggest and may it be deubly se ever Lyme 
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Ihursday, Uevember 29th, 1962, 


Memerandum • 

* e . wer L e P r *mised blue sky but we qet 

and ntJ llatead iutt,le temperature is mild 

and perhaps we shall get a dab ef blue en the merrew, 

2 he day was busy eneugh but I fear it was 

VheuldhVl 9U k With pe0ple than things that 

sheuld have been accemplished and weren't, 

satiftnVfiJir* t h€ Gh « na garden pleughed, much te my 
cettei ?*nV' 2 Uads •/ *«ioh and “ 

taHl andH." * “" 1 ‘ »•** > 

_ .^ 8 ^ 9r e things really get turning this 

ZZn 9 -’ 8 WiSe > Jl,le > called thestere, ~ 

^HUnlVfaXrTrYm me i™ 8 * 8 * h8 

was nlen 0 in M * Jt c ' ia?,ced that Celeste U 

is ? 1 w 


have 


net 


' rnmJ f +ii 9ent *l re P 9rt ed * ame 3 as beingat the 
feund ml i ^ V Ut9U 30 take * he may well 
{ a 'ndVr in\ ■ if h * ever ° h *"oed te take 
see him directien. In any event, 1 did 

thm „ I i 9 0 + al>ie i a »»"“*« this neen te 'phene 
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P.3. 

I was amused teday when I learned J. H., a a i r>1 oa 

President tf R. E. A. had just received a letter frtm 
Briarwttd, ctmpalining that electricity charges 
are tut tf line . I gather the greenhtuse heating 
must be getting better . 


stle reastn ftr my call was tt tell them htw delighted this 
and that friend tf mine had been tf late when , in passing their 
tverplanted prtperty tnWilliams Avenue, they had caught sight tf 
the tr twt ltvely trees with beautiful yelltw leaves. Miss 
htpe seemdd pleased and tpined they may well be the giggt—gingt 
trees, tr htwever tne 3pells the name tf thatbit tf plant life. 

I remember a street in Brtsklyn near Sterling Place, that used tt have 

twt tr three bltcks tf these trees but I dtirt rec a ll ever having 

seen them when their le a ves were anything but green. St 

m a ny petple, many tf whtm really knew 3 1 me thing a btut htrti culture, 

call trees by 3Uch different names that I am always 

mildly surprised if 1 rectgnize a name familiar tt me. only 

ttd a.y a gentlem a n wht kntws his trees painted tt the tulip tree 

by the cattle gap and styled it o3 Japanese Varnish Tree.. n nd 

stmehtw this reminds me that the ether day stmebtdy explai ned that 

the julep tf mint julep fame stems, net frtm English, as I had 

supptsed, but frtm the Persian . One lives a little while but never 

Itng entugh tt catch up with tr-get straighten tut all such intticacies. 

I heard frtm Carmen this mtrning that Natalie presided ever 
the pu lie q.ddre33 system last night at a style shew 
held at the euntry Club. C a rmen called me this mtrning aid as 
she was in the parade, I didn'.t hear aything much abtut 
tther high paints than Carmen's appearance. Carmen ctuld 
spin it tut very Itng, htwever, as she was leaving ferthwith 
ftr Sreveptrt tt appear tn a TV prtgram beat tng the 
drum ftr the Saturday night festival ef lights. I beliefs she 
tt id me she jturneys tt Alex a ndri a •>» the mtrrtw tt grace the 
cameras ftr the same purptse. 

If 1 can set hand tt them, 1 shall encltse 
a ctuple tf ctmmunicatitns frtm ttday's » 
past, a card, signed R., frtm Miss Kate Perkins 
and the tther frtm Mrs. Charles *'ttd tf*ichit a , Kansas, 
demanstrating an the tne hand, that a perstn, Aiss Kate, 
apprtved the ctlumn abtut Mrs.*atsevelt, the 
tther, M ra , b 99 d, finding it tr wandering if it ctuld 
have been intended as criticism, therebye gting t$ 
shew htw little tne kntws htw anything tne knacks aff 
will be interpreted. And ntw 1 must knack aff same mail 
and thence tt slumberland tt dream tf a gtlden ginkgt . 


Fridcy , Mtvember 30th, 1962. 


M^mtr a ndum: 

All blue and gtld and mild. 

When the clerk, in pursuance tf custtm, passed this 
way this nttn ftr a quick part and tt jturney tn 
tt the big htuse with .me tt dine, he anntunced we 
had ctmpany. And st he and T dined with theheneral 
and wife. I thaught the General lttked well. He has 
been in San Anttnie at same military htspital far a check¬ 
up. His wife seemed very pleasant. Immediately 
a/t«r demin-tasse, they artse and said gttdbye, explainine 
they wanted tt sttp in Pineville-Alexm dria tt see Bebert 
and take him ftr a little ride and thence gt tn 
tt reachBatn Reuge be fare dark. 

. Abtut 1 t 'clack, James drtpped in. I was 
by the big pat and he explained he had just-chatted 
w.ith the general whtm he hadn't seen since 1942. He 
sa.id the General a nd wife were just saying gttdbye at the 
stare ta the ftlks there as he came altng. 

As we chatted by the pat, I heard the side gate ttward 
the afnean htuse cltse and in a mtment Celeste 
appeared tn my gallery and came arctss the grass ttward Jame 3 
-and me. She was tbvitusly in a high state tf anntyance and 
J h a y 3 a re ™ rk ed later the red spats tf disturbance a rtund her cheak 
banes. She asked me what 1 thaught was wrtng with 
Ma damGe:ie-f al. I hadn't k ntted anything unt award. 

She said when she appeared at her,, htuse at 11 she 
had explained that 3he really hadn't wanted tr intended tt 
sttp here en rente heme frvmfian Anttnie but 

her husband, weuldn't make the trip via Shreveptrt st she ctuld 
see her sister, Bettise, unless the wife wtuld s tap here 
wit him. Celeste asked why 3he didn't want tt sttp and 
was ttld it didn t matter and tt ftrget the wht'le thing. 

Celeste wasn t ftr igrntring such a statment and it 
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Sunday, December 8nd, 1968. 


turned eut that recently when Celeste was returning with 
seme peeple frem flew Orleans, she had net stepped eff te 
ce ntact the S. G. Henrys and se -^adcm General was mad altheugh 
Celeste had written her the day fellewing her return, saying hew 
serry she wa 3 te have missed her. Well, Madam General 
really stirred up quite a stew and new there's ai ether whiz- 
bang in a JcPily already everstuffed with ruptures. I 
must say the girl3 de have qi ite a time. 

• 

On the urban side ef life, there '3 a persistent rumer 
making the reunds that there will be a racial scuffle 
in tewn en Saturday night when theusands ef peeple 
assemble te view the firewerks. I assume these 
rumers may have been set afeet by the same type ef mind that 
calls bus and plane terminals te repert bemb scares • 

Bu the evil tydings spread far afield, that is far beyend 
the Cane“iver ceuntry. When Celeste asked me ever 9 
e deck ceffee if 1 had heard anything a beut passible 
difficulites, —all ceming in the wake ef the killing ef 
the cellege student, I feigned ignerance and did net 
mentien that thcShrevepert imes had 'phened last night te 
ask if all the several theusand students at the cellege had 
been advised te ge te their hemes fer the weekend. With all 
the anti-Administratien blasts ceming frem seuthern 
papers like the Shrevepert Times, it 1 oeuld be under¬ 
standable eneugh if crack-brained hill billies er 
equally unendewed negre yeuths sheuld find lets ef 
excuses te start semething . The Walkers are spending the 
weekend at a Black Lake ledge, estensibly fer a n eppertunity 
fer their sen te enjey a reund ef s fishing but Clara 
Genung the bey's grandmether, indicated en the 'phene that 
she suppesed the reasen fer geing was te previde fill- 
\ n wfi$ in i!,ie Past has always attended the liqht 

festivities, I sheuld think the 18 er 23 year . 
eld bey ceuld be teld simply eneugh that in view ef 
passible diserders, it weuld be just as well te aveid crewds 
ever the weekend hut perhaps everybedy wanted an 
euting and used this weekend as a geed time te make the mest 
•f the final autumnal seasen eut ef deers. 

James here an invitatien frem Kay te me • . askinq 
me te jeinthem with the Charlesten ladies, etc., te break 
bread Sunday neen at the Ceuntry Club, I 
shall ge but sheuld prefer remaining here but I 
can t ever 3eem te get such a strange netien acress te 
aiiybedy .. 


Memerandum 1 

Levely weather threugheut the weekend. Tenight 

my radle mentiened Lyme as having had a fair day with a thermemeter 

qceund 50. Lecally it was like that but perhaps 
15 degrees, warmer. 

Everything apparantly went eff nicely in tewn 
during Saturday's deings. I shall get Celeste s 
repert en the merrew, as I did net see her teday. 


0 u "te 


jwi 'iic ic ;ou zms neen and 


we picked K a y up in Pecan Park and. dreve directly 
te . tljeJeuntry Club where I. &.Win ar d, 

A unt illie and Mrs.Crabtree were awaiting us. I 
beli'fve Aunt"illie had started eating but as 
^ finished befere she did, that was perhaps just as 
well. Kay, as hestess, s a t a t the head ef the t n ble, 

Lestan en her right. Aunt Wim e next, then I. S. 

Willard, James and Mr 3 .Crabtree. I theught 

we weuld begin with a Martini but nething but ice tea and ceffee 
”*’•« n>e f..d w„s ,xc.Uent, .Jturk.y, c " 

an excellent salade and dessert. Mest ef the 
diners had left befere we beg a n and se we weren't interrupted 
tee many time3 b sudi peeple as Mr. and Mrs. 

Lambre, Mrs. and Mrs. Rebinsen, a nee ef M a gneli a , 

Arkansas but new ef flatchiteches and se 9 ti s 

. , ^ ame . a » tn arriving here, presented me en Aunt Willie’s 

behalf with a bettle ef imperted Sautern. James said 

Lay is utterly exhausted and that he weuld be glad 

te drive Mesdames Sterm and Cr a btr e dewn here with me fellewina 

dinner if he ceuld persuade Kay te ge heme and rest which 

he did and I. S.Willard driving her te Becane -^ari. 

live episedes at dinner were impressive, ence when 
semebndy in the Administratien sectien theught we weuld 
enjey music and started music geing, an eutlet being ever eur 
table that impelled Aunt *illie te mfre a vast 
shew ef ai neyance . that sent I. s. Willard suorrying 
te get the music cut eff. The secend highpeint 
was reached when I. S. Willard underteek a stery.> . 
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Both Aunt Willie and °ames had related some amu3ing 
one3 and it wa3 evident from the start that I. W.Willard'3 

would be longer and there were l$t 3 of "errrrrrs . " and 

"It uhhhhhhhhhhs ......." between words and phrases. 

I think T was not,the only one who was utterly lost 
before the thing was half completed but when we 
approached the punch line, I. S. w. suddenly 
interjected the surprising phrase, "Oh, 1 forgot to say 
a t the beginningand w hat she had omitted, of 
course, was the point o the whole tale that, in the 
omission, utterly killed the 3tory but the lapse 
was so characteristic that it sent d 1 of us into gales of 
laughter and for a time it appeared both James and J would 
never get control of ourselves which I. <5.W. in¬ 
terpreted a s the finest kind of flattery so that her 
pleasure and the effect of her efforts far exceeded & ything 
tat even a rattling good story could hav ever hoped to 
have scored. 

The balance of the afternoon at this bend of the river 
was altogether pleasant. We struck out directly for Ghana, 
after passing through the big house. The dog chased Mr. Carroll 
for entertainment as the tour progressed. Aunt Wim e 
had neqer seen a Candle a bra Bush before so no wonder she 
couldn t imagine what it was like from my le tters. She 
yearned for seeds and seeds were fotth-coming. She 
fancied a, dipper gourd and that was forthcoming, too. At 
Yucca where we collapsed for a pleasant half hour, we tried 
theScu tern and found it excellent. Then ^ames 
invited the ladies to ,head out for a look at the 
far side of the river to see the church and then, 
glancing b n ck across the river by the bridge, to see 
the camp from.afar, and when they got b a ck to town, 
as I learned around 8 o'clock, the lights 

were already glowing and so they did atour of the town and 
everybody was merry when he handed the ladies down at 
the Dillard residence and the Registers pirtook of supper by 
themselves at home. The important thing about the 
day was the taking of esdanes Storm and Crabtree into the 
country, —the first time, 1 believe, that James 
has piloted the ladies anywhere and with just the four of us 
for the , outing, everybody got a chance to relax and I think 
both the gentleman and the lady were fully if not more sympathetically 
inclined toward e a ch other than previously which strikes me 
as all to the good • 

Murh more to chatter a bout but I had better let this 
do for the moment but I slialL resume anon. T hold the 
thought there wa3 a measure of relaxation if not rest at 
Lyme ........ 


onday,December 3rd, 1968. 


Memorandum: 

Lovely is the weather. 

Eventually 1 must take a turn in the Ghana garden 
before the w a xing moon slips behind the western horizon for 
the air is delightful and the pungent odors of the newly 
ploughed parterres will smell wonderful and the black cats 
will love a turn there and a frolic with Mr.Carroll, the 
white r a bbit. 

I had several reports •» theSaturday festivities 
and everyone thought the day darling. Celeste 
reported on h a ving been at Mildred Cunningham's house 
along with Juanita A., and having taken her over 
to the I. S. Willa rd house to say owdy all ar*und. Aunt 
Willie had mentioned that Celeste had passed that way 
on Saturday afternoon and had brought her sister along. 

I assumed Celeste's companion to have been Dee Hertzog but 
naturally didn't bother to inquire. 

TheCharles Cunninghams entertained on Saturday 
night at a small party, according to Carmen who attended 
the doings. There were three generations of Payne 
Breazeales there, having come up en masse from 
BatonRouge. Madam Beufort was a2#s present as were 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Hollom a n of Alexandria. You may 
remember the name of Ethel Holloman who is Mr3 . Lynn Holloman 
Ethel had married a Mr. H a rding somewhere a»ng the line and 
begot a very dull boy by that union. Then, following 
a divorce from Harding, Ethel Married Mr. Holloman, 
much her senior • flow it 8eems that Mr. and Mrs. Holloman 
h a ve adopted Ethel's five year old granddaughter, 
leading me to assume that the Harding, jr., marri a ge went 
on the rocks or some such. I think Lynn Holloman is 
a b»ut Blythe's age which is about 75 which seems 
fairly advanced in years for adapting a ve year old child. 

I think 1 did not mention or perhaps I did that one 
night last week a college girl and her boy friend were 
pqrked in the Grand Ecore neighborhood when 
they were accosted by- a gentleman who held the 
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Tuesday, December 4th, 1968, 


ytuth in /rent 0 / the headlights at the ptint 0 / a 
reviver while the assailant raped the girl which must h a ve 
been quite an eperatitn Tonight's local r adit 

reported that a suspected white gentleman had been taken inte custedu 
and I suppose there will be mere beut that by the time 
Thursday s paper appears. 


Kay 


James drepped in this a/terneen. He a nd 
plan te drive Mesdames Sterm und Crabtree te 
Shrev pert temerrew neen, 'The latter ladies will remain 
in a motel there overnight and catch a n 8 e'.cleck plane 
•n Wednesday morning far Charleston. Semething 
tells me I.S.Hll a rd is geing te be a mighty busy girl en 
the a/terneen e/ the merrew, trans/erring her persenal e //ects 
/rem the upper /leer she has been eccupying te the main fleer 
J er « Ueadeames Sterm und Crabtree h a ve beenhelding dewn 
¥ll.+kriV > iV\* k9x a'** whatever I h a ve ne idea hew the 

t/t i'ii i.T f!!’ theiT retUTn *• '*•”>« 

but I 11 bet a deliar la Dillard's theme seng /er 
temerrew a/terneen is mest certainly geing te be "Heme 

The Walkers spent ^ weekend en Black Lake where .* 

senior, caught a 5 peund b a ss, Ken, junier a 3 
petfid b a ss end drepped his / ther s / a verite red inte the 
betteme/ the lake while Madam W a lker kneckede// a ceuple 
•/ editorials, indicating that the euting h a d its 
measure e/ success altheugh the red less deesn’ t /A 1 inte 
that categery exactly, v ^ 


There were a ceuple 
tixsa It is said 3he h a s 


*/ re/erences $e M a dam General teday, 
v + + > • * —- been m aking ever increasing use 

du , rin 9 recent years, 'This uhdeubtedly in p a rt 
7 2 8 Y Xday - l in a teapot. I shouldn't be suprised 

y 1,ts soclet y matrons, interested in nothing themselves 
{^''Ky resert ,/ the bottle with a view t. escaping their’ 

W \ th I /eel especially sorry /er the husb a d 

who has always deserved semething better,,,,,. 


Memorandumi 

• Another lovely summer's day, Uethble alike /er 
teday s brilliant sunshine and tonight s splendid keen. The 
thermometer 8teed at 67 this merning and moved up inte 
the 80's as the day advanced, M a ny bushes which discarded their 
le a ves last month have started putting out tender green new ones but 
Jack Frost will take care e/ all that one e/ these night ere long, 

I laughed in m§ beard teday at a /ine example e/ * 

hew news travel* although In this particular instance 
there wasn t anything particularly secret about the item. 

When pushing stu// around last August or September or whenever 

to make w a y /er the painters at Yucca,'I st a cked a heap 

e/ odds and end, including a picture given me last 

Christmas by Mrs. R, B, Williams, one in her ante helium 

costume taken en the back gallery, This a/terneen 

when passing through the big house, I encountered the three painters 

still w erking here. They were having ce//ee and one e/ them said 

that one weekend recently he had dene seme work /or Mr. R. B. 

Williams and in the room, where he had been doing the painting, he 
h„d noticed a photographed that impressed him and he 
remarked upon it to'Mr, Williams, telling him he had seen 
one just like it in Lestan’s bathroom. Oh, brother. 

One thing is certain, it must be admitted 
tha aside /rem whatever virtures these painters possess, one 
o/ them at least fas a keen eye and /acile tongue. I haven't 
any ide 7 hew Mrs. Willims received the news /rem her husband but I do kne 
that even new as several times since this a/terneen's brush with the 
decorators, I have giggled mightily, 

James called tonight a round 8, I congratulated 
him en the excellence e/ the weather he and his fa three ladies 
had in making their trip to Shrev pert today. He explained that 
only the G tu thCarelina ladies had accompanied him as Kay 
had /elt it better te remain in bed • He said the 
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trip up had begunareund 22:30 and 
m§tel and had dined with them and 
K a y must-have felt pretty dewn te 


he installed the ladies in a pretty 
everything went eff delightfully, 
have skipped that jeurney, 


I had dropped Kay a nete en Monday, thanking her f,r Sunday's 
entertainment at the Ceuntry Club en Sunday and I gather 
she must have received the letter teday since J a mes said Kay 
was still in the bed and tlierefere weuldn’t talk with me until 
she was up and abeut en the merrew but she did want James te 
tell me that it was I, S,Willard whs had given the party, 

• h Sunday • This will give me an eppertunity te write 

anether ntte te thank an ether lady fer the hespital ity that I 
h a d supp$3ed anether lady engineered, '1'he invitatien te 

me was cenveyed by James whe said Kay had started te write me but 

that he weuld deliver the message in persen which he did indeed de, 

Semetime after that, hewever, it seems the girls, —Kay 

and I. S, W, get their heads tegether and the up- 

shet ef their cetillen w a s that I, S, IF. weuld give 

the Geuntry Club dinner en Sunday, I theught Kay 

sat-at the head ef the t a ble butas mest ebleng tables may be said te h a v< 

twe heads and as I, S.W. sat at the end eppesite Kay, perhaps she 

and net Kay was the hestess, Be that as it m a y, I. S, V, never 

issued an mvitatien te me and I mest certainly accepted 

Ka \{ 3 impertant this is that the dinner w a s wenderful 

and unwittingly I, S,filiat'd was the belle ef the ball by 

her remarkable stery that ju3t abeut wrecked everybedu 

present, • a y 

MlI a 9 ents en the tewn frent repert that the gentleman whe 
raped the cellege girl w a s been taken, —sen ef a 
white carpenter, a yung gentleman already pessessed 
»,/ a peltce recerd, The ytung lady whe was raped chanced te 

hiSnllt w{* a S' rmer depUt H 3heri SSS* recently resigned frem 
his pest, Veud.be rapers weuld be well advised, 1 sheuld imaqine . 
semeene P»mted eut te same tl t at it weuld be just as well te rape 
a yung lady whese family tsn t quite se cl$ 3 e te the 
law enfercement erganizatien,- 

tthink I mentiened 'the acquisitien ef a new gander 
yesterday, -Uns merning he was still sulking in his 

nething Leuelld ceuld de by way ef exerting 
, , J . w * uld induce the aferesaid gander te bestir him- 
3*2/, I did persuade him te take a ceuple ef sips ef wafer but 
he steadfastly disdained cracked cern. He is fat, hewever, and 
survive en same until he ‘has a change ef heart, I hepe. 

My 9 e'cleck ceffee hestes3 was in tewn 
and se 2 did net see her, I knew net if 3 he 
tenight, «>. H, is in flew Orleans and it may 
Celeste remained abread until the merrew, I 

* » —.iv.La ... 


r 


if 


cerner and 
her charms 


may 


this merning 
is at heme 
be 

am geing te 


Wednesday, December 5th, 1962, 


1 


t 


Memerandumt 

Anether day and night as brilliant as the previeus 24 heurs 
butdifferent in thermemeter readings, 

A 30 mile wind came blewing eut ef the nerth befere dawning 
se that yesterday's mid 80's tumbled te the 
50 's, in spite if the dazzling sunshine and semething 
tells me Jack ?re3t will be making hi3 reunds befere 
temerrew s dawn, 

I understand J, returned frem flew Orleans and 
ether places dewn that w a y<areund 4 e'cleck this a fterneen 
but he did net c erne te supper, 3aying he had eaten tee 
much while in the Crescent City, A truck left here this merning 
abeut 4 te meet J, H, semewhere areund St, Martinsville er seme 
such place where it was leaded with seme 8 00 pecan trees, 

I suppose it may be back by new --9:30 p,m, I have never seen 

pecan trees planted in a u a ntity and shall be interested te 

ebserve the deing3 en the merrew, I understand 3eme sert ef 

a mechanical hele digger is empleyed, preb a bly like a 

fence pest hele digger but deeper, I assume the tree is 

placed in the hele and the geed earth filled in areund it but whether 

this be dene by hand er etherwise, 1 haven't & y ide a , * It will 

be easy eneugh fer me te ebserve eperatiens since it is 

said the fermer cetten fields between here and the bridge, hard by 

the Hand^legister camp is te be planted with all the trees that 

40 edd acres will held, I suppese several hundred 

trees -will be set eut en the plantatien acress the 

river fre ■ the store, K t 

In centrast te the numbers ef trees planted 
east ef her in the direction ef Little and Red Rivers, the 
field between the cetten gin and the camp will seem small 
eneQgh but will appear larg^e as the epen expanse begins 
te find itself enclesed frem the sky when the trees 
get te grtwing. 


I 




T 
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Tomorrow's local papers will carry a report 
tf the death by drowning in Cane^iver in frent tf the 
town ty a college ytuth. The newspaper accounts 
will net include in their accounts, however, that 
the ytuth wht drtwn was drunk a few weeks back tn a Saturday 
night when tne tf his classmates succeeded in getting 
the drunken tne intt a car st that he ctuld be taken home. 

It was this friend wht was shtt and killed a few minutes 

after he had engines red the bty intt the car. Oh 

returnin tt stbriety several hturs later, the inttxicated 

tne learned tf the death tf hi3 friend and is said tt have 

been deeply depressed ever since, feeling that it was his 

drunken state that brtught ftrth the ytuth ttassist him and thereftre 

became the target tf the gun shtt. On Friday, the 

depressed tne met stme tf his ctllege friends at 

8:Z0, when the friends, —twt btys and three ctllege girls, 

were crtssing the bridge in fr nt tf the ttwn. They all chatted 

ttgeter ftr a few minutes after which the depressed tne parted 

frtm them, saying hm was gting tt d rtwn himself in the river. They 

all laughed and went their way but, by gtlly, the depressed tne 

did just that,, 

//either the shttting tf a few weeks -book ntr the drtwniiig 
tf Friday tttk place tn the campus, the fact that 
both victims were students brings the name tf Northwestern 
sharply intt the picture. Accordingly the 
President felt mtved ttappeal tt the ltcal press tt 
3lant the sttry in such q way as it wtuld ntt play up 
the institution ttt much and Jthn tttk himself tt 1 he 
Enterprise tt ctnfer about the news ctverage with Mrs. 

Walker. , It dtes seem remarkable that the btdy tf the 
drtwned ututh shtuld have been in the water, slap in the middle tf 
Saturday 3 light festival tn Saturday, with htrdes tf 
petple, perhaps fifty tr sixty thtusand petple, ctncentrating 
their attention tn the pagent altng the. riuev bank during the afternttn, 
and the reflectitn tf the lights all evening. It is re¬ 
markable, ttt, that the btdy shtuld have .remained ftr 
five in the placid waters tf 

the river, right in the heart tf ttwn and the ftcal 
ptintof all the weekend festivities, I crtssed the bridge 
twice last Sunday and remarked tt Aunt "illie htw wtnderfully 
clear and limid the river appeared, 

I am happy tt r eptrt that the new gander, although still 
shy whenever Ltuella attempts tt lttk after him, is 
beginning tt prance a bit. Whenever tne enters his 

province, htwever, he immediately sit3 right dtwn #?» the grtund, 
playin' 'ptssum", as my friends ptint tut, . 
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Thursday, December 6th, 1962, 


Memtrandum j 

• 

A marveltus day and if tne had a newspaper and ntt very gttd 
sense, he ctuld read it by mttnlight, st bringht gltws the 
wzxing mttn, Ttiere was a sharp frtst, thermtmeter artund 29 
this mtrning, It kntcked tut the zinnias in the "h a n a circle and 
set the banana le a ves tt drjttping. By afternttn, under -the brilliant 
sun, the juice in the banana stalks began fermenting giving a 
pungent aroma ntt unlike fermenting wine . It will , 

be freezing again ttnight but start warming tn the mtrrtw, it i8 said, 

I was delighted tt find in ttday's ptst a n air mail frtm 
Lyme under uesday s dateline, ctntaining many pleasant things 
I want tt re-read plus the clipping ctvering the destructitn by fire 
tf the Pea Patch which stmehtw had escaped me. 

It was st kind tf ytu tt mentitn the ptints abtut the 
reference tt Lydia Dee and tt give me addititnal particulars regarding 
Mrs. R.'s will, 'the day was 3uch a jangle tf interruptitns 
after noon that I never ctuld get tt run thrtugh a single piece 
tf mail at tne sitting and petple present during the entire afternttn 
precluded returning tt ctrresptndence. 

I Was busy with ftlks trying tt get things swept clean in 
the <*hana sectitn when James arrived abtut 2. I believe it was 
nZarly 5 before he left althtugh there were tther petple 
I had tt attend tt during thatZ htur peritd. 

Celeste called tt say the J a rued Pratt's a unt, Mrs. Muphy tf 
Eldtr a dt, were in the offing and she simply didn t h a ve time tt see them 
and wtuld I. I asked her tt call me when they arrived. °he 
did ntt but rather came tver here with them, leaving them 
at the ptt, ftr what reasin I kntw ntt, and entered the lucca 
living rttm in a rush, ftrgetting tt speak tt James. I acotmpanied 
hbr tt meet the gentl^m a n and five ladies making up the party, 
all said tt be possessed tf considerable wealth, including the aforesaid 
Mrs. Murphy wht g a ve the several thousand-dollars to the 
Hysterical Ladies a year tr st ago. Tfie ladies, with tne possible 
exception, a Mrs. Brown, were pretty dumb but I 
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Friday, December 7th, 1968, 


Uemerandum • 


did what I could fer them although they themselves didn't try tee 
h a rd te ge al*ng with me, I had te laugh in my own beard at 
then way they fleeced me fer, as I explained te J ames after they had 
enes "Yeu really havt, te watch these millienaires", * 

James had just teld me the seed stere in tewn is -selling geurds at 
$,75 er $1,00, geurds ef erd inary* types, *he visiting ladies 
w a nted geurds and I g ve e a ch ef them ene, Another lady waited varieus 
types ef seeds, — cexoemb,* sweet hazel and se en and I gave her 
an ameunt that the seed stere weuld prebably have 

charged her a beut $3,00, There was a bit ef getting ef heads tegether 
as the teur drew te a clese at the side gate and I explained 1 sheuld 
be unable te ge en te Celeste's with them fer ceffee as I had a guest 
a waiting me, and a f ter seme hush-hush, the millienaires la bered 
and breught ferth a dellar which they presented te me, Verily, ene 
must keep an eye en the millienaire even theugh my teur and 
gifts weren't destined te have a price tag attached, 

Janes said Hunt Willie called frem the Bluff last evening te say she 
and la Crabtree had made it heme safely. They had left Shrevepert 
in sunshine, enoeuntered mighty reugh weather ever Geergia but 
had ceme dewn in Seuth Carolina in shnshine once mere. 

He said Kay is spending tonight at the Natchitoches hospital where 
the lady doctor is gein^- te run seme tests and Kay will return home 
tomorrow, —Pecan Park, I sugjested Gzmes talk with 
the lady doctor if possible but 1 knew net if he will, I 
believe both husband and physician have about the same notion as 
te thedifficulties, —illness inducedkyimaginatien, 

Mien patients think the\j simply must hang en to their up¬ 
sets, it is probably an up hill job divesting them ef same. 

In the midst of the afternoon doings, Mrs, Walker called to 
say theShrevepert special features editor and another writer 
want to pass this way on Saturday afterneenwith a veiw, I suppose, 
to gei/ting some sort ef a primitive art story, I held 
the thought ether Shrevepert people may net hit en the same 
time for a visitation,,,,,,,. 


A slight /rest last night g a ve 'way to 
warmer weather today, 1 he skies are brilliant around the 
clock as I shiver te think ef thereports of 
wintry weather along the east coast, 

I put a set of tiles in the post today for little 
Miss Lee who alreADY HAS THE Harvest ene J? believe, but 
I thought perhaps she might find use fer a duplicate in that 
department, Frem where I sit, I think I 3hall 
net get a Christmas gift going in the direction 
of Lyme before the holidays have run their course, 

'things in t^at department get a little snarled up but 
probably I 11 eventually get caught up with 
same and I, fer ene, bemoan the disappointment, 

At the ceffee hour this morning I was treated te 
a playing ef the First F a mily er whatever is the title 
ef the new disc about the gennedys, I thought the voice 
of person playing the President exceptional in its resemblance 
to theChief Executive, I h n ve heard Mrs. Kenney's voice only 
once or twice a couple of years b~ck and then only 
two or three sentences and so I cannot judge 
how the record compares with actuality . Becuawe the record 
humanises, albeit in a humorous way, the apex of . 
our Governmental and social pyra id, I am under the 
impression it will pr$b a bly tend te popularise.the people 
impersonated, I am curious te knew if people.thus 
portrayed a re required te give their assent to such a disc. 

While this One 3eems to be alright, another one, less skilfully 

handled, might be something q uite different, 1 sheuld 

think, and might tend te give an erroneous and 

damaging impression, I h n ve no doubt there are protective 

statutes en the books but that is only a guess en my 

part. Somehow I feel those who dislike the first family,— 

the conservative Hepuhlican, the ^ible slappers and so-on may well 

try their respective er joint hands in attempting 

a similar di8c falsifying the personalities impersonated 

but prebably libel laws already on the books would. 

take care ef such efforts. 
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Sunday, December 9th, 1962, 


Following the playing •/ the disc, mine hostess 
asked me hew I liked yesterday's visitors whom the 
J, Pratts brought, I 3aid a couple ef them were alright 
but I thought at least ene ef the ether ladies was cracked. She 
said she felt se, tee, and that the Pratts had been 
distressed at the petentials in the persen ef ene ef 
the ladies whe, ameng ether things, teek a t ceuple 
ef slaps at Cathelics which naturally didn t endear the 
speaker tp Celeste, 

I didn't hear frem the Registers teday but I 
assume K. a y is heme, even as she had intended te be, 

L y dialling Natchitoches 4498, —the Register number, 

and getting a busy signal, and then dialling 3235 which 

is I, S,Willard'8, ene gets what seunds te be the same 

busy signal, reminding me that it has been said that 

when these two girl3 ence get a cennectien threugh, 

a busy signal is likely te result ever ai ensuing peried ef 2 er 3 

heurs, 4 

Well, new, as President Eisenhower might ejaculate, 

Well, new,,,,James just called te say Kay is feeling fine 
riid remaining anether night in the hespital. He said 
he had just received a call frem the Bluff and 
Aunt Willie asked James te tell me she weuld like 
a likeness of Lestan te grace her mantleplace, And 
ne seener did 1 hang up th a n 1 . S, Willard called 
te say se many things, including an invitatien er the threat 
K ef an inv itatien fer Christmas dinner that weuld include 
J, H, and Celeste which 1 immediately discouraged fer a desen 
reasons altheugh x kept a sert ef rain check fer myself with 
the Registers . I, S, Willard, in recalling the past ceuple ef 
weeks, siad that new, after her guests had departed, understeed 
hew enervating the presence ef ‘the elder lady is bound te be 
en the yeunger lady and that at leng last she realised exactly 
hew James felt f en that subject. And se that 
is that and it s time fer me te get te the mail and thence 
te my dewny ceuch .. 


Memr randuii- 


and thl e< hinn nd + C ' ld$ 50 iy day * u PP er -20 's by night 
and the biggest, roundest meen you can imagine, J 


}\f 

f tie details had net come through clearlu to m» 

<rj\ a quicl \ secretarial run through,. *ames did net 
st dewnand we started out the deer when 
the guests arrived. Pres ntatiens were made 
all around and ^ames departed and I get the 

Wnilei 9 lui/y, tha Timea »ile liU. 

7*2 l d hersel S witf > her camera. Vie 

, Urt3 ediUr and Ue •U'r lady frem 

and til tn depar . U . gn * as to, y ,u/ g 

and tee inexperienced for their job, A tossed off 

six ,r eight different story p.slibhities U 

‘ the impending color printing the Times is 

preparing t, bring forth, Hie y.ung ladies seemed • 

impressed but did net, * think,gr a b at til 

uVkne^te^ ar t icles ^ngled before them. They 
took ne notes. We concluded eur go-round 

ly l^tanwYth Tvul t. P \:VrVuci:Vm: f re talk ' 

l\ k a k " 9d r lme iut , 9 S wtlat value the Whole business 
may Save been, I wouldn't knew. They left 1888 

4 * p ? yin 9 a visit en the local artist 

Uat, y purcUa3ed /toi / a desen pictures and that was 


del inh± b< n + i ^-i ' pUtned * e tUis mwrning, expressing 

ins 


one er twe scholastic and 


i 
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social points she waited to touch en. Hhe had attended 

ene ef the teas given by I. S. Willard fer 

the lady from South Karelina, Shesaid itwaa so evident 

the Seuth Carolina lady did things, such as 

jump ng up and dewn $n her frail ankles, net se much 

with a view te putting an a shew, perhaps, as te twi3t the 

nerves ef her niece, se cencerned with auntie’s health. 

/fatal ie gathered from an aside made by Mrs, Crabtree 
that while the SeuthCarelina physicians feund e verything 
physically seund about the elderly lady, the physicians 
were careful net te tell the lady er her family that the 
elderly ene ceuld drtp dead any time. I suppe3e as 
much might be said aheut anyene but the 91 years 
prebriHy incline the patient teward a greater hazard. 

Just befere 1 went te dine across the fence this 
neen, James called te say that he and A ayweuld like te have 
me dine with them. If 1 expected te be heme, 
they' weuld come' dewn abeut 2 which they did, 
taking me fer a little ride, and thence te Pecan Park fer 
a chat. Ateut 10 minutesminutes after eur arrival, Kay 
withdrew and twe heurs later, James reperted her 
as exhausted and in a deep sleep. We chatted anether 
ceuple ef h9urs when he awakened her se we might 
drepareund te the :i twn House fer supper but she 
said she was tee tired and se he and 1 went areund te 
the restaurant and dined., Returning te *ecanx 
Park, he feund the lady up and about and she 
came eut en the gallery te bid me geed night and James 
breught me heme. Jj a talie in her 

conversation had ebserved that several peeple she knew in tewn 

had given up attempts atfurther centacts since 

nene ef them knew when te cont a ct the lady and nebedy ceuld 

make any plans fer teas, dinners er whatever. It 

weuld appear that I, S. «iljard and Lestan are a fc#ut the enly 

twe friends they see much ef and that seems te satisfy them. 

/ I. S. WHi a rd called me Saturday night te bid me 
jeinwith thePegisters, Ada JackCprver and. anether ene 
er twe peeple at Christmas dinner at the Willard 
residence. I should' be delighted te 
skip the family cencentrat ien here but am net sure 
I sheuld feel likh deveting a» entire afterneen 
er eueningte such a cenceurse . I have leng felt 
that v hristmas is a levely time te spend at ene’s heme but 
I must be wregn since nebedy else seems te x ant 
te stay put er expect yeu te, either. 


i4nd se, what with the night a dvancing, I must 
get busy and gallop up and denw this kybprad a bit 
and then call it a day. I hepe it hasn’t been 
tee dizzy a ene at Lyme...... 
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Monday, December 10th, 1962. 


t ■ 

Memerandumt 

Clear and celd. In seme places last night 
the thermemeter areund this sectien ef the State Sagged 
te 20. I guess it was 25 here. Under a -billiant sun 
teday it inched upward te a beut 50 and tonight 
under a full meen and cleudless sky, it will probably 
ge dewn te freezing again. 

• 

On Saturday I saw Jee at t he store. He azked if 
there were nandina bushes fer his Pecan Park property, te 
which I responded affirmatively. I'his neen at dinner, Han asked 
if there were nandinas, large and small banana roots and 
ether things fer him. I said there were. He said he weuld 
send Sam Brown te dig them in the morning and a truck 
weuld gather them up at neen. I have heard that befere 
and se the twe men I had working in the morning transplanting 
Chinese magnolias were switched te digging nan&inas, 
ban a na8 and se en all afterneen. 

At dinner J. H, had asked if the frest had get the 
bananas. I said Jack *rest had. He said Jie weuld. send 
trucks fer them te be hauled eut the morrow. I 
cut many this afternoon while the men were digging. I 
tried te forget that Mrs. Walker had called me this 
morning te ask if she ceuld have two Cane^iver Heme manuscripts 
te take care ef the holiday confusion that will ensue when 
Christmas ceme3 en Tuesday and the paper comes eut en 
Wednesday night. 

• • 

At 2 o'clock James appeared. I suspended 
operations to chat with them but bc-grudged the time. 

Two minutes befere he arrived, I noticed Sister scar 
at the side gate. here were lets ef ether 
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miner matters to get the day rounded out, including the 
return of Ezra and Clyde Ci aU de Emmett L a vis from 
South Louisiana where they had gene t is morning te haul 
hemepecan saplings, The owners ef the nursery, as 
a kind ef lanyap, 1 suppose, sent along four grapevines 
and a lemen tree, I suppose these were intended 
fer o, H . wh§ turned them ever te me* I like 
the lemen tree and can use iz in my business but as I 
spend meat of my life digginc up grapevines, 1 certainly 
den t need four new enes, l?ie treuble 
with grapevines in this lush regien is the fact that 
they grew tee luxuriantly sweeping ever the tallest trees 
and winding up bamboo hedges befere yeu can turn areund, 

The grapes preduced areund here are. fine if ene has 

the time te keep abreast with the clutse rs as they 

begin te preduce sizeable fruit whereupen ene must 

put a paper er a celephane sack ever each cluster, and usually 

it is wiser te put a secend 3ack ever the first ene, since 

the birds wheweuld eat all ef the grapes if net thus pretected, 

will peck a hele threugh the first sake and then, finding 

nothing but anether sack inside, will ge en 

te tastier feed a nd 1 fer ene have ene ugh- b irds in the 

peaceck, guinea, pheasant,. geese depi rtments without 

taking en the bluejays, cardinals, mteking birds and warblers, 

After Clyde Claude Emmet Davis left for Seuth 
Louisiana this merning, werd came that his mama had died, 

I didn t knew if he had learned abeut it befere he 

d»d Ezra appeared with the bucketed grapevines and lemen, 

I shall see him en the morrow te extend a gesture ef 
symathy,, 

• 

$e turns the day and so I head inte the night, 
realizing had better kneck eff a celumn while it is quiet 
if I ever hepe te get ahead ef temerrew's- cenfusien 
ena ceuple ef frents,,,,,. 


Tuesday, December 11th, 2962. 


Memorandum: 

Clear and celd, I ceuldn't get any 
report a heut Lyme in tonight's weather reports hut 
since the whele country is said te be chilly I 
suppose it probably is in Lyme, tee. I hepe the snow 
which seems te be everywhere else in that regien has 
skipped it. Our lew tonight will 
be about SO, it is said. 


It was bree-'-ey today but 1 kept pretty 
much en the jump and so didn't mind the sting ef the wind, 

A truck lead ef stuff went to Pecan Park at neon, 
immediately following dinner which was a dull enough 
sitting, J, H, remained only long enough fer a d a b ef 
squirrel gumbo a nd after he left, a coolness settled 
down ever the table since Dan and °ister are not en 
happy terms, 

• 

■^e 800 pecan trees h a ve been planted, — 
a goodly number in the cotton field stretching between the 
gin and the Rand-Register camp, Ezra passed this 
way this a fterneen te fix a deer and said the 
new orchard might be styled the Pecan Park ef 
Melrose, Since the Registers live in 
the Natchitoches Pecan Park and have their camp 
in the Melrose ene, they ought to feel quite at 
home in which ever place they chance to find themselves, 

I talked with Clara Genung yesterday. She h c d asked 
the lady d ctor to make a house call en her a s Clara doesn't 
like the lady doctor's office, Clara said that in 
chatting with the lady doctor, the latter had told her 
I w a s made at her fer net having sent me a bill a few years 
b^ck when I had some elbow doings and therefore I 
wouldn't take a shot for Asian flu,I hear lets 
of preposterous statements from eur present visiter but 
none mere so than that ene. So far 

as 1 know, I w a s never mad at the lady doctor and as fer 
Asian flu shots, I am not interested in them 
since I am inclined to feel that toe many shots 
might set up immunities that would tend to 





— 
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Wednesday, December 18th, 1968. 


dilute effectiveness of subsequent ones 

when one really needed them,Perhaps Eleanore was 

merely giving Clara a little ride • , 


A slight interruption between this and the 
above paragraph, It was James calling 
to report on his activit es which included 
a go-round down this way this a fternoon, He said he 
saw a Shreveport car at the side gate . . 

and decided then and there that l might have 
enough by way of entertaing on my hands, —and he 
was so right, —and accordingly kept right 
on going. I know not what he has 
by wa.y of heating facil ties at the camp but 1 
imag ne the place must be somewhat "air-ish when 
the thermome ter is .down and the wind high. He 
said he stopped to call on the artist and had 
a pleasant chat with her. She reported her granddagh er, 
Willie, of Rouge is coming with her .two offspring 

to spend Christmas, *illie had written her 
mama, Jackie, but oackie had responded 
that with Junior having taken a companion to 
share his room with him, there wouldn t 
be much room for Willie nd her two children. 

Vie artist, on hearing of this, dictated a letter 
for Willie, telling ,her to come and stay with her and 
so there will be grandchildren and great grandchildren about 
the artist’s hearth this season of Yletide. 

James reported things as being snug at his house 
and remarked that the weather map for today 
indicated 31 degrees fo,r Miami, Florida, and 46 for 
Anchorage, Alaska which is certainly impressive by 
way •/ juxtaposition. t 

And so things shape up for the pre-holiday 
season and new I must give the two black cats a saucer of hot 
milk and then get busy with some mail . 


Memorandum • 

Clear and cold, —18 last night, below freezing 
all day and headed for another 18 tonight. 

I a m happy to report that our visitor went home 
today. J. H, told Celeste Sister wans to keepa 
room here so she may stay here when not using her apartment 
in Shreveport which she might take if she sells her house. 
Celeste says she will take an apartment in town if 
Sister come3 here. I should think that would 
be an e xcellent idea. When all this is expected to 
happen, x wouldn t know. 

Si3ter was terribly distressed this morning because J. H 
took Celeste, kis v)ife, to some party given by one of his 
b a nks or some such, instead of taking his Sister. 

She spoke with me for the first time about her 
drunken driving spree in Baton Rouge last summer 
although the picture she painted was a horse of another hue. 
According to her, she had an accident in ■BatonRouge and 
the police found a couple of empty whiskey bottles in 
her car. Naturally she couldn't tell the police the 
bottles were not hers .but had been planted there by 
S. G. enry’s wife since she didn't want to get 
her brother into difficulties and so she nobly took the 
rap and permitted the Court to suspend her driver's license. 

She says she hasn't any friends because she i3 unluc ky 
and people don't like to be friends with unlucky peo le. 

^he sayeth further, however, that because Celeste and I 
live at ’<el rose, we have friends and that if she lived here 
she would have friends. was counting Celeste and me in 

on that one, I hope. 

Such toomfoolery gets tiresome soon enough an d I hold 


. 
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the thought we may be spared aether visitation fir 
a c tuple if weeks ir si, 

*he weather being tii aid fir tut if dur l a bir 8 , 
the cutting a.id hauling if banana plants was suspended and 
I was glad I had cut inly as they were being ahuled since 
the handling if thise standing erect will be carried tut 
si much mire readily when wirk is resumed. 

Camen called this miming and cinfided simething ti me 
that al mist made me wtndered if she was hiping I wiuld 
pass the wird aling ti eueryme even as dies she when tild simething 
m confidence. She started iff by saying Charles 
Cunningham had cmtacted her to remind her that 
the 2 50 anniversary if the fiunding if /T+tchitoches 
cimes up in 1964 and that althiugh his brother, 

Peytm, whim Varies can't stand, is chairman if the 

celebration, nothing has been heard a biut his plans 

and that w »arles says the thing can't be a success unless lie, 

that is ti say Charles, Carmen and f!it a , a re pnperly designated 

ti run the while thing. How much if that is 

attributable ti Charles and how much ti ^armen, I 

can inly guess. As fir /Jita, shenever figures in 

d* ything except as Carmen's second fiddle, I think the 

while stir may be based in the fact that both Charles a nd 

Carmen <a re r jealous if Peytm s wife, Mildred, and 

wiuldn t mind taking in lits if ioirk if which O'armen j s 

capable and 0 haries is not, fir the double 

satisfaction if directing the while celebration and 

at the same time putting Mildred in the shade, 

I find it winderful what mitives impell people ti 
scramble fir the front pew, 

Si if ten these days I find myself thinking 
•f me tnpilitan subway riders, wondering if they are getting 
caught up in their eading, mw the newspapers are 
ni linger available and how many nlteratims, little 
and large, simehow creep inti daily existence withiut the 
daily source if infirmatim . 
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Thursday, December 1&th, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

J'air and cintinued cild with a slight tendency toward easing 
iff t might, ^ast night it was abiut 14 but lits of 
places anund were more chilly and Mobile, fir instance, 
was 11, 

Day before yesterday two wedges if geese passed 
iver head, flying quite low, and going, — 

•/ all directions, Mirth, What their destination may have 
been, I cannit imagine but I assume they must have 
been making a detiur ti see if they ciuld find a 
slit through the fnzen curtain thriugh which they 
ctuld slip, 

ecause the confusiin around here in the miming at 
the ciffee hour, I didn't mentioned Christmas 
dinner until tiday, A 3 Celeste is having the Joe 
Henrys and possibly the seniors as well as the 
juniors, not to mention sime other guests, I think 
my presence will scarcely be noted although Celeste was 
3weet about saying that if 1 changed my mind, ’ 

I knew quite well there was always a place fir me at the board, 

I was busy in the C^ana sectim around 1 I'clsck 
when who suddenly appeared bu I, S,Willard, t 
was the first time I had seen her since she had invited me 
to dine at her home with Kay, James, Ada Jack Carver Snell and 
so on, at 1 :30 on t 'hri3tmas afternoon, 

T mentioned how kind D thought it was of her to invite me 
and was mildly taken aback when she said she thought 
it was going to be si nice supping at 7 on Christmas night. 

Oh, Lord, 

She remained until 4, after which I le-took myself 
ti the store where the clerk asked me if I had seen James, 

Die clerk said James had driven inti Celeste s yard but apparently 
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Friday, December 14th, 1568, 



had sighted a car by the 
The clerk said perhaps 


out. 


3ide gate, and backed right 
•James thought it was Sister 8 
r m - ---•»» °ames as I do, however, 

1 a’n quite sure he is quite well acnuanted with Sister' ? 
white car and I. S.Willard's dark 7 * 3 


car, I agreed, Knswing •James as I 


car. 


. , '. 3eerns t • ** there was a Sunday dinner a while 

back a b»ut some revelations were made as t$ the identity 
J hostess, after I had written my Th a nk You note 
U the wrong person, I w a s given to understand 

tle ? a " aoquainted with both ladies that the 
ainitn lr J? d inde * d heen i33U3d *ne who intended 

eut n 9 dTAmil»+ er ’i hUt * 9 J" h9W the. two ladies they worked 

ou a different plan without inf truing, anyone and 

f. 5 !' 7 l bS tl 3witcU around in the hour from 2:30 
. * ci#c * be aether example of pa rticulars 

tL ll n a9 V lid a Changed without advising those bidden to 
if A i ftr *V8slf, as of this moment, i doubt 
f shall venture forth at that hour, not because 1 have 
a y objection to having Cf t istmas dinner at night but simplv 

havlna't. dVl * thU !* ^ • ther 9 guests present 

h nihn t i l i h l me ‘ at - s$me ridiculous hour and then 

Shall 9 sil 2 J " *•,*!? aSUr Uat dUbi9US 

3 i a ll see what we shall see, as the saying ha 3 it, 

r%mn . 1 WQ3 i‘ lte / e3ted *n hearing Mr. Kennedy start off his news 

trin L* daV <* ith a 3tateneilt concerning the> 

r-ip t/iat Mona L isa is about to make to ew York and 

1 in Savor of good pictures 

roZnaL + l?'!* V° »f people the world around and although 

that is >e #^ara"uKr/!/iiipfr^«I5 a ttr*h! <Ct “ r " # "" 

X] flXf/Xl 

h a ve “much U^sly^llt^ wiU 

so on and 1 think that is all to the good and I must knock off 
a column tonight onL a Lisa although 1 cannot think what j 




Memorandumt 

Cloudy and much warmer, A free.se last night 
put the thermome ter in he mid 8 o's before morning but 
during the afternoon it rose to about 70 and 
the promise is for another warm da>y on the morrow, followed 
by another cold snap early in the week. 

I am happy we glai the balance of the banana stalks 
cut and hauled out before they collapsed and the rains 
soaked them. 

I c a n't seem to think what kept me .on this 
machine last night but I suppose there were 
a flock of odds and ends in the correspondence field. 

I did knock off a column, something a bout 
Mona Lisa but that didn't take di y time aax 
as it was,merely jotting down a thought or two , bout 
that lady s career that a few people like little 
Miss Lee will enjoy wading through even though it 
be nothing more th a n the enumeration of a few names 
a n'd places which sometimes, when familiar, as in t 
little Miss Lee's case, is sufficient. 

• % % 

I guess I sometimes tuck things in 
columns in full realisation that most 
of the readers will not be interested hut 
in spite of that I a m impelled to do so because I 
a 3sume there m a y be one reader or another who, like me, 
never tired of reading something that cont ined a common 
word, a person's or place's name, unfailiar to me bec a se 
it tnvari a bly whetted my apetite to dig into some 
source for information so that while the article itself 
was of no specirjL interest, I felt rewarded because 
through its prodding, I got around to 
explore new avenues which up un il then, had not 
been traversed or explored a iid no wine w a s ever so heady 
a s the one intoxicating one when setting out to the dictionary, 
Larousse or some person capable of supplying me 
. .with .particulars. 
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j4s I listened to the news tonight, I repeated 
t$ myself that old line about mere and m ere 
pet pie knowing mere and mere about less and less 
and less and less people, like me, understanding 
little tr ntthing. It was the acctunt of the rtcket 
passing the planet venus this afternoon and 
taking her temperature, estimated at 600 
plus degrees. As the cltsest the rtcket came tt 
the planet was 81 thtusand miles, T can tnly 
marvel at the length of that thermometer Most 
petple I know find it hot enough on this earth when the 
thermometer hits 18 5 degrees and 30 I suppose 

some agency tr other m a y well now he busily engaged in building 
refrigerator suits, air conditioning units and the Lord 
knows what all for enthusiastic would-be visitors to Venus. 

I am not one to start standing in line for that 
Jules Verne thriller, 

James cp peared at 11 $30 this noon and remained 
for dinner. I asked him about the 
Christmas dinner hour and the names appearing 
on the guest list, He said he got his news from 
Kay and when we compared it with what I.S. Willard had 
reported to me, there were two or three points that 
didn t seem to jibe, Kven as I, so James had 
understood until last night that Christmas dinner at 
"illard s was to he served at 1:30 but when I 
explained the hostess had mentioned 7 o'clock to 
me when she honored me with a visit yesterday, he said Kay 
h a d told him it would be served at 5. I suggested 
that we might do well to attend bearing a bottle 
of wine just in case the hour was agin tinkered with, unbeknown 
to us, the bottle therebye supplying some sort of a fill in 
for whatever magical moment was finally s t fourth. 

I. S. R. had mentioned to me that Ada Jack and somebody else 
was to be among those present. James told me 
KaV had told him that I. s • W. had reported we 
should be but four. James said 

that I. S.Willard and Kay had had an endless 'phone 

* 9 A , Z U t ei » aat i §n last . ni 9ht; with Kay doing the Oh's" and the 
Ah s and the balance being taken care of by the other 
lady. After the conversation had concluded, James asked 
Kay if she would kindly tell him in twenty five thousand 
words or less what pivotal points had been settled but 
apparently nobody with the possible exception of I. S.*ill a rd, 
seemed to h a ve anything definite ip mind There was 
one interesting point, however, and that was the I. S. Willard 
on le vmg her house yesterday noon, planning to head out 
directly for PatonRouje for a few days of conference when her 
maid opined at the door that next week was the date and so it turned 
to be a nd so I got the visit instead of Baton M ou . . 


s 


Sunday, December 16th, 1968. 


Memorandum j 


Mild and pleasant, M. o«r typ'ratur. ar.nud 

like a heat wave after last week s 


70 seeming 
cold snap. 


a-issrs? ssr, ;;/ 
ix&sra -*■- 

frought with so manyb a rr iers, always hn,u > in 9 gign 

Vilence at this end will always be interpreted as a sign 
that ever, thing is being held against more 
peaceful auspices. 

I didn't see a solitary pilgrim all weekend which, 
tie C Re r g* li/rl^SKr Hi J mean's I U 

When I awakened this morning, 1 nV tgth 

5 d J , .rXllJ t fcSS n S.31l3 l..» Hw.'"d and 
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J UtO**'*' - a 

Slippi^9 the ouahien 
I tossed it over the 
the cover and its 
It looked to 


Charles Laughton. 1 was so aeiig e .' c i, c *kwhen I 

t» sieep again and didn t awaken until 5 ociock 

wmsw: 4 

-s S " 1 " rt4 ' ,os 1,st 

appeared in the middle of the 
cauer from the one I was sitting on, 
unannounced guest and then dept sited 
contents into an African brass t i3 - ku 

*« <? fW'!?, IKlTtiU reveal tU true identity. How 

^T-Tldn't 

s?z s-j’S: s:«isr. , if ss.’M-* — - *■ 

m a fre their nest3. • 

Pal, ah. gath,r»d up p.tt.n picking sacks /r.» 

tryins 

l\rui 1 g. V T/h'. r ught »;.«■»«(* *' t ,r Satu day night. 

aid tf.ir,! h; iuld /*»» ».. » 

*r°rathBr*lat« r thi8 *"*ning“»h,n rcahing a r.und ./ th^hana 
gard«n t. plan *...rr.„'n .p.rati.n, l~ 

Iln^nj .P-at.r «, th. 

latter were foolish enough to advance Pal 
wet groceries on credit... . 


J 


\ ' 
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Monday, December 17th, 1968. 


Memorandum : 

Foggy through mid morning, followed by sunshine 
and mild weather for the balance of the day and 
tonight the he a vens are star spangled. <. 

.The mail naturally, is beginning to increase in 
volume as the holiday approaches and I find myself con¬ 
fronted with quite a stack of 3tuff which circumstances 
prevented me from getting around to when secretaries were 
available. 

James came this fternoon and just as he ex¬ 
changed Howdies with me, Blythe and Mrs. Brewer put 
in an appearance for Howdies to be exchanged all around. 

It was obvious both had just about the same amount of 
time to spend and as each set of visitorswere in¬ 
tentionally or unintentionally determined to make 
the most of their.visit by remaining as possible, 
nobody won and I felt somehow deprived of a 
satisfaction with any.of the vis itations which, had they 
not come at the 3ame time, might have given me at least 
a greater measure of satisfaction, 

I had no secrets to share with any of the visitors and 
, 1 assume they had none to pass along to me but still 

conversations would have taken different course had there 
been less participants. When 1 handed Blythe to her car, she 
said Paul Zing would be down for hrismas and would 
undoubtedly like to pass this wayto say Howdy and I said that 
would be fine, When I handed the gentleman to 
his car, he opined thathe sensed a measure of disappointment 
on the part of the recent hospital patient when her lady 
physician informed her that all tests indicated satisfactory 
physical conditions, —which, indeed, must be 
distressing to one in the hypochrondria bracket, 

I learned that Kay is sending her two sisters, one from 
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t,te ether from Nevada, to share the holidays 
with the lady at the Bluff but whether that will 
Please at ybedy concerned if problematical. I understand .. 

IL llnV/i V 18 'JS he V 3ter iS likel V U S*rget the fright 
tie Eluff l a yd tried to put in her me day when the Bluff 

lady who was driving the car in which they were both 

ridi!i 9 , pointed tut an approaching train and told her she would 

clip across the track before the train reached the crossing, 

a pr,mise made good by dint of terrific speed stepped uo 

Drnnk* i d lVh er thecar » cer t a inly a hair-raising childish 
prank ill-bec$mmg a matron in her late 8 O' 


s, 


Before leaving for Alexandria this 


J - -- v..„o morning for 

s coronation, Celeste called me to say that 
Mrs.Carwford Young of Campti had called yesterday tc ask 
abtut bringing seme people here on Sunday afternoon and 

uli 83 l e , \ <id *! r '' eiUer she ntr 1 toould be here. Thereupon 

ih J 9U ? + a i ked abtut this mtruing and Celeste had said 

tr\l*' U Y ' WtUld he i ere • 1 Wa3 alerted tn the matter 

•f Mrs. Ytung s apprtach therewith but st far as I kntw 
she never put in an appearance • 

After 6 ttnight, J. H. Williams and 
Jte Levy came by Melrose it pick up J. H. tt 
arive tt Boyce ,tr Alexandria tr some such place tt attend 

inXhVllk^^+'i 9 * i3 J' U3t another way tf proceeding 

m the wake of trips tt check-up centers where J 

exhaustion is desci bed as something to be avtided m 

,. +h 1 Was delisted one day last week when I received a card 
with a sweet note from Ida Meyer, Hotel Buxton, 50 
West 7Snd S tree ij, Manhattan. Ytu may recall she is 

t S am E U is traveling ar.md 

the United States and withal a swell person. 

er e n^+T/\ ed { 9l } 9W \ n 9 her return from Mexict City, she 

expected to spend but a little uh ile being with friends in 
New York, after which she would g. to California' 
but instead, ended up in some real estate organisation. 

How some gals in their 70’s do get about.. 

+hi. m r ; urned *he flying squirrel to his out of doors 
this morning and we parted the best of friends....... 
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'l'uesday, Dec ember 18th, 2962. 


Memorandum: 

Foggy all morning. Fair and mild the balance of the day. 

And today is Christmas, regardless of the 
calendar. 

<. Ttie postman presented me with a fine box this 
morning, one that, thanks to its expert p^ck ng, had traveled 
as neat as a pin and it didn't take me two minutes 
from -the time I left the post office until I touched 
home base before 1 had Santa'3 pack well 
exploited .first thing to catch my eye were the gayly 
colored potted plant designs on the Turkish towel 
assortment. It' is so wonderfully cheerful and 
and cheery, I immediately had to drap them all 
about the place to en oy theharmony the reversed 
patterns present as I wondered to myself why it 
was had never before seen anything . like it applied 
to this material, one reason probably being that it 
must be might difficult to achieve from 
the creator's point of view. 

then 1 came upon the box holding the sweet 
gilded bust of the angel of African origin and 
I was delighted to discover he was so constructed a 3 to 
en a ble me to place Him where ever 1 cared to 
place a hook and I think he is going to flap his wings 
in many a different locality although * have a 
feeling that if he ever remains any place 
a n V length of time, it will be right here over my 
desk, hard by the picture window. I find myself 
wondering where he was brought into being 2 nd by 
whom fashioned. his is the first time I have ever 

seen this repres ntative of the Dark Continent in this 
fsrm, accompanied by wings, and 1 find the whole 
business utterly charming and 1 love him. 

The Festival of the Birds naturally delights, me, too, 
and especially because one of our little friends is hiding there 
and the peacock is right up in front where nobody can 
possibly miss him. I notice this is a UJ!. greeting 
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n.f.ZclV’r] »- 

the h,urs it will spend here bes'idTmv c '"sequence ef 

gayly with each tap ./ a key. V Machine, dancing 

because lVttTe\\Vs\Ve X ln ry f 21 *!"* W22, 

•• 2:: 5 astes 
"W feelings when I caughtsiaht.f ?? /ir ex P re33 
recognising immediately, e/Tslle JLTT?, ■ 

at Petit rianen and p «»*21»#n de 

at the siyht •/ it that eaen 'ipenina th* 0 ™t ented dUst 
seemed unnecessary f, r a ?.„ 0 timl 5 c»2uvie 

s# sweet a bout finding the afri.no* / l* r * is ssmething 
at place where my attenti.nZnl A mar . k ^ a inserted 
and I am le a ving them right wherV+l° lally dlr «cted 
t.^each ever and eaer ^ ^u'pVi ^ " 1 *""■ 

ssftrjrr?:.:; *«» - 

*/ exquisite architectural arme***** 9 ^* 1 c,llec ti»n 
in such a thrilling o'lFoti™ h ' nd th " Aether 

c * read e nly 1 a t few sf * the^i/njo U * ^ °” *PP* rtu nity 
• ppisite each illustratte/and '/mu??"* 7 '*?*' 21 ' arranged, 
am impatient te run thr.unh 111 * ? S osnfess, I 

at a single sessien with en-r *J° h9l . e cellectien 
circumstances demand sludlT * u JPP'ng. b ut 
**• 2.?ISi^2^: as e a C c ff .ur?es J u S/ * aJ 2 tak * 

SrS'lSliJl-as.. 

!« ; r*KSS3ts. T „ 

as the text expands, at the picture 


30 


hepe te 


s au C„l%’.T. h I tYf, T »•» 00 .. I 
I/O* instinctively f "* f f*?? 2 }' * “”<* 

».2i uoderatund Lcaoa, ad, afcoiiJHS.^SSa^SS*„fc 


Wednesday, December 19th , 1962. 


Memerandum : 


J 


««Jfc^. —^ 


in reality , 


■'’fPyy until nearly 11 this meriting. partly cleudu 
and mild this afterneen. , C2eudy and -si2d Unight. 

. ''•r dinner t$day we were six , --including J , w. 

ss.~ SKStri.'JS'.rtBs:: “•« *« 

\l k V\ + J marria 9 3 , 1 Gannst imagge. .They 

breught their 3011 wit them but he was parked with Celeste's 

seruent dunny dinner and st J did net get te see him. 

Ii#yd f*l,lswing dinner , —he had 2e/t ie/ere 
demi-tasse time, and was prewling a reund Yucca with S 
the heund deg en a chain, --fsr it seems cellege 
yeung married felks must have babies and heunds but I . 
den t keep up with such fashiens and 30 it was all new te me. 

Deetsl? V!hu 9r J • ?• re P trt3d with amusem* tat 

Vn\lhi+ ? ky * + ?~ Ll9y si 3 3l9ter > fl “ d called J. H. frem 
Shteni .l+ ea , if a { ter . n ** n » saying she was en rente te 
lad* +hl + * 9r if Jf 1 &ays. *hen asked wh she hadn't 
made the trip with Lleyd in his car, Deetsie B n by explained 
net LI 0 yd charged her se much a mile te ride with him and 
his family in Lleyd's car and she feund it cheaper 
te travel by cemmen carrier . He, he, hum .. 

as preclaimed leud and far and wide by me. my Wednesday aft 
are always busy a s Wednesday aftene.n is generally the sn^t/m] 
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neens 



1 
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Thursday, December 80th, 1968, 


in the week I have somebody te give me a hand in giving the 
heuse a geing ever, I especially wanted te work tn 
a Jew points this afternoon since there will be lets ef 
people passing this way between new and a week hence, A nd 
s» Andy arrived te give me a hand and s ertly thereafter 
James put in an appearance and hard en his heels came 
Juanita B. and daughter and it was Jeur e 'deck be fere they 
withdrew and darkness descends at five e'cleck which left little te 
shew fer a suppesed afterneen ef demestic laber » 


Juanita B, brought me seme frozen ‘potato seup ef her 
ewn making, —frozen , a nd a.fine leeking pound cake 

which I thought very kind ef her, Her petate seup is just grand if ~ d a b 
ef salt is added and her cakes wonderful, I 3 heuldn't be 
hungry tenight but 1 am and am geing te thaw eut the bleck ef 
seup and have a ge at same befere the night is ever, 

A cdL 1 JremThe h ntcprise this merning reperted the 
receipt ef twe letters at that place, ene fer Mrs, 

Walker and ene fer me, beth penned by Esther Lape, 

Why la Lape sheuld have sent her letter te me in care ef the 

paper, 1 cannet imagine since I had written her a -fcw weeks back 

• n lecal atati enary, I asked the letter be read te me and it 

was purely business, stating thatbeth V, B, a nd the 

53rd Street whatever had beth expressed interest in the 

C a neXiver harvest and CaneBiver Geur tiles but beth had 

made it clear they weuld net be interested in theCotton 

Crucifixion which l a Lape expressed herself as feeling 

was the meat interesting ef the three, even as >do I, I can 

understand hew the deep Seuth might shy. away frem 

the CettenCrucifixen but I never dreamed internatienal 

sheps in flew erk weuld de 30 but that si -ply gees 

te shew hew dfficult it is. U anticipate what will be 

accepted and what rejected. 


Circumstances prevented me frem dwelling with the 18th century pavillens 
during the day but tenight I'm geing te dwell with them . 


Memerandumt 

■*999 a ll merning, with cleudiness and mildness 
characterizing the balance ef the day. *® 3 

Fe ^ tiyjal *f *he Brids remains the nicest 
Christmas card coming te hand this seasen. It centinues 

the z keys n * ddin9 8edat *l9 with each tap ef 

the Jwt C V'.t+ t u da] i is P rett 9 its way altheugh 

l+lil « a * # “ t and H *rbert Rhedes is the mest 9 

±hnl k !+h Par t th i e greeting since it indicates 
that altheugh Mary s mind has gene and Herbert is ill 

th * y a™J 9 t k * n lckstur 9 which semehew strikes me * 

a r,lt tu 3,rnethi "9 *r ether because I have 

m»H u neWS reacUed me •/ their decisieti te 

ceuld be^Ui^Yf* WaS " btUt t,le Purest place they 

ceuld begin life all ever again and with “oan's U 

°enli‘ mi/Vf 1 1 9 . r , at , e ^ u . 1 u Gtd even theugh at the 

whirs,1 ? hit u J * urne y» Ue V are >etter semewhere, ~any 

where ether than M eta rie. Odd it is what 9 

TelYelu iU9redients 9 * int9 re unding eut the-happy heliday 

editer YfVhYtZ, 0 ? a rep,rt /r * 71 either Ue Punisher er the 
editer ef the nterpnse regarding the dfificultie 3 

experienced in getting eut this week's issue ef the 

that r in InYY C Z”{* ded in ne Uda V> however, 

at m spite ef fermidable doings the paper did indeed 

appear altheugh at this' bend ef he river tiepestman failed 

out uY * ltler tJ> tUe Uu>n Publications which will probably 
put in an appearance en the merrew. It seems that V 

telling crimp put in getting the 
paper into the light of print came when a ll 
ie lights went eut, -ihis wa 3 caused, 
accord ng to my informant, by seme mix up as between 
a city trash truck artd a utility pole, one result ef 
W mWn W +f th< *f tUe truck sailed away unwittingly bearing 

Tf the J?Yn+l hUl98 tfle * leci: ricity meter and a measure 

v ,7 ectrio power line serving the neighborhood which 
certainly must ha e toned down the mazda lamps considerably. 
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Friday, December Slat, 1968. 


A neig $h$r of Pat in Pecan Park called this noon 
tt ask if he might bring dpwn Clye Miller, —Summer 
Dancers, this afternoon. Hatalie had asked a >*ut 
the same thing- a few months b a ck when Miller returned to 
fhrtherwestern after having been 911 the faculty at Hunter. 
Perhaps -'atalie and the aforesaid Miller will’ honor me with 
a visit in the spring before Mr. Miller leaves ftr Houston 
where he will joy the faculty 9 f Rice. 


James dropped in just ahead of Messrs Kinsey and Miller 
and after - 1 had given the new-comers a tour, we all four joined 
hand 3 at Yucca for a briefgo at pert and confersation. It ws 
all very pleasant but 1 broke the gatering up within 
half an heur by lying and saying I had seme mere people 
waiting for me which I didn t in one way although I did 
in another since there were a couple of 30 ns of the soil who 
reqi ired supervistii on in moving some crepe myrtles. 

What with the sun having risen in fog at 7-13 and folded up 
behind clouds at 5:13, one doesn't find too much 
time for out of door labors after time taken by pilgrims 
is deducted . 


A Christmas gift today arrived from v aisey in the Dell, 
a pair of hand knitted bed slippers duplicating the ones I 
received last year from the same quarter. 


I think 1 mentioned Monday J. u . had gone to .Boyce or Alexandria 
to a barbecue after close of day. Perhaps I didn t mentioned 
i!» Tuesday he drove after close of day to another barbecue some place 
ttat involved at^1 east'a hundred miles or perhaps 150, also 
after dark. he uesday hejira took him into the Hodges 
Cardens area where he drove abouve and viewed what he 
reported as a fine sight, —miles of lakemargin , hills and 
whatnot festooned with pretty lights , j dotrt know where he 
went last night or where he may be tonight. Irby Mott, Abe Wood, 
Horace Hughes, etc., were here for perch 3 upper, j . H. was 
present but said he had to go on stmewhere for supper and so 
didn t eat much. One wonders how long this business can keep going. 

I think a bout Dyme and especlal ly MissL. a nd no newspapers these day3, 


Memorandum : 

I listened for the weather bureau to announce 
at what precise minute winter would be making 
his bow but his name was never mentioned but I 
assume he eventually got here. *e had an inch and 
a tenth of rain last night and it was on the warm 
side, sort of 65. the clouds continued all day and 
tonight but the warmth did not continue when 
a wind blew out of the 'forth and chilled things down to 
the 40's. 

. On the in-coming mail side, I discovered today 
that 1 had written and t anked Sarah rutin Jones for 
a gift which came to hand, as I discovered today, from 
the Schmidts, the Joes rememberence arriving only today. 

At least I 3hal lwrite the Schjjidts but one letter of 
acknowledgement while Say-rah will get two. 

I muat knock off a note to the H . j, Hodges tonight. 

Ifiey sent a big poinsetta which fills utterly the 

big chimney in the living room. James came today 

a»d one catching sightof it, declared he never knew they 

grew so enormously in incredible expanse. I told 

him it was the four thousand five hundred acre variety, that 

being the ac eage of the Hedges gardens,-it is said. 

ames gave me quite a turn when he .dropped in this 
afternoon j. round 1:30. I wyjed him to a seat on the 
sof a in the living room while I rounded up a couple of 
cokes, //hen I sat down on the .other end of the sofa, she 
shouted at me with a volume A had never suspected he 
possessed. "Watch out", belie,tie he said, and I jumped 

crooked, having not the slithest idea of what 
the warning signified. As I jumped up, 

I noticed a fly.ing squirrle must have jumped on my 

knee as 1 parked my hips on the stf a . James had not heard of 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# #fi~5889 in Che Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT 


12161 


the presence ef sane » and about the peace and he took it 
Jer another type .ef redent . "« opened the deer en the 
gallery and r. Flying Squirrel, after seme persuasien, 
meseyed eut en the gallery. Perhaps he will he hack 
te see me later tenight altheugh it is already after 
9 and he sheuld have made it hy new, 1 sheuld think, if 
he plans te return fer a call hefere . call it a day , 

i. S, »illard just called, anneuncing her 
return te town from seuth Louisiana and e xpressing the 
hepe that I had 't changed my plans about Christmas dinner 
at her heme, I teld her I had turned the whele 
matter ever te the Registers and any time she decides 
tr !\ave us will he jU3 fine and if she will netify them, 
they will arrange fer the transpertatien, 

I talked with 'Ifielma earlier in the day, she calling te 
inquire if she and John might ceme this way this weekend, 
said they had planned te remains at Northwestern hut 
weul s,tay enly until 'l’ue3day, after which they will ge 
te Heuma *r seme such place ifhere Senater Rllender's hrether 
live3, ft seems the hrether s sen, —the 
Senater s nephew, talked with theSenater inCaire •» the 
'phene, I guess it was last night and the Senater said 
he weuld like te have jus.t a few friends te dine 
with the family his return fremfrica which, 1 take t, 
must be she tly, M nd se Thelma and v'ehn will ge dewn 
and x am glad 1 shall h ve their ears hefere they leave altheugh 
the pet shets I take at. the Senater will cut little ice 3 ince 
Jehn is awfully *lender-ish in racial and ecenemic 
matters. Still it will he fun taking a 
swing at'EHender-ism regardless, 

I ddifl't see J, a , at supper as he was planning 
te attend anR, E.A • frelic in tewn and I a S3ume Celeste 
was geing with him. He keeps en taking the lady 
decter's pills but wenders why they give them te 
him and se de I . 




1 


Sunday, December 23rd, 1962, 


Memorandum: 

Fair andchilly , 

x he mails centinue fairly ,he a vy, containing the 
usual number ef pretty cards, s# many ef them ,frem half 
remembered peep'le and remembrances frem unexpected quarters, 

* case in peint arrived Saturday in the gift sectien, 
a size-iyle package ef Oregon pears frem Bertha and Hope 
Haupt, ef Hate hi tec he s, girls I have known fer some 20 
odd years, eld friends ef Hiss Cam, Miss Kate and 
se en, girls in their upper 70's, I guess, frem 
whom 1 never before had g message, Naturally one wenders 
what suddenly induces a L hristmas gift,, he pears are 
fully as fine if net finer than those grown locally 
and as I am net nearly s* fend ef raw pears as are some 
*f ’ n V friends, I shall he happy to share same with them, 

• 4 

Saturday seems so far away, I den t remember anything 
ef interest and I had no visitors in particular, 'leday 
was a different story, however, and I am 

grateful the weather, made strolling in the garden soeasy, 

Ihelma Kyser and daughter, oanet, were my first visiters 
thi3 fterneen, x hey brought a basket full ef goodies 
which I shall nibble en during the days, ahead. Seme 
were frem the Hysterical Ladies, I guess, and some 
frem^helma and I shall enjoy them equally, regardless ef 
source , 

1 ‘he 'phene rang while _ they were here and 
it was Carmen, saying she and her sister would like 
te ceme down rig.t away if that was alright with me, 

Camren didn't arrive until almost first 
dark. t>he said just as she was ready te start eut, 
her Aunt M ae Breazeale hluew in and alethough 
she had teld her they were aheut te take, off fer 
the country, *untie had remained glupd to her chair for hours 
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I was mildly taken aback when Carmen, on entering, 
had caught sight of the big poinsetta in the replace, had halted, 
drawn back a little and exclaimed s 

"I never saw such a tremendous one, Who in 
the world gave it to you," 

Obviously her question was out of order but 
it was no secret and besides, I suspect 
Thelma may have remarked to her at some time during 
the past 24 hours that the truck bearing the < 
plant had paused at the college to deliver one 
and had asked for directions at that point as to how 
one might discover a place called Melrose, I 
m quite sure Carmen did not reazive such a greeting 
from A, J, Hodges and probably was 
a little annoyed that Thelma and 1 should have 
received same ajid she did not since she is forever telling 
me how A, J, Hodges is always being so cordial to her, 

Haturally T did not tell her that a card had also come 
from A, J,, made out in. my favor, giving me entrance 
to the gardens throughout the year, I think that, such 
a piece of information might well have wrecked her. 

Carmen brought me the usual slice of fruit cake and a diminunitive 
bottle of arthichoke roots, pickled for eating 
and not for planting, thank Heaven, for I do not care for 
ground articho es much hut J, H, is cary about same 
jnd 1 shall beenchanted to pass the little bottle 
across dhe fence. 

Carmen reported that the atchitoches radio at 3 o'clock 
had predicted a low of 24 for'tonight and so, after everyone 
hqd departed and Robert Anthony and his son, Morel, had passed 
this way, I got them to lend me a hand at covering a few 
of the more delicate plants against tonight's 
freeze , 

The Han Henrys had put in an appearnace between Thelma's 
departure and Carmen's arrival, bearing a Christmas 
gift but -J saw only June, the wife, and the children, as Han 
was upstairs in the big house. And so the weekend enwound and so 
I turn to some must letters and thence to the radio to 3ee 
what has ben cooking a round the world . 
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Monday, Hecember 24th, 1962, 


Memorandum 

It rained an inch and a tenth during the night 
add kept drissling right along all day. It 
wvs chilly, too, and about as miserjble a day 
as one could imajine outside but, of course, doubly 
cosey inside by way of contrast. 

That suburbia hasn't swallowed up the 
CancRiver countryside seemed evident enough when 
a man living between here and Bermuda came 
along, his car piled high with various types of game for 
the Christmas t ble. Each type of game was not dressed and 
the resulting assortment of furred and feathered neighbors pres¬ 
ented quite a striking sight. There were 
rabbits, hawks, 'possums, racoons, wild geese, ducks 
a nd so on, not to mentioji a variety of fish. 

The hunter would stop his car at every cluster of cabins 
and housewives would rush out to mkeltheir selections, 
was curious to discover whichrepresentat.ive of our 
untamed neighbors proved the most appealing to the few 
shoppers I witnessed selecting their prime items 
for Christmas dinner, —hawk, 'possum and 
rabbit in about that order dL touggh racoon fell in 

close behind in the popular demand and ducks and, geese close behind. 
The purveyor of these wares, so near as 1 could make out, 
numbe.red »* wil.d turkeys although there are 

staid to be plenty of the undomc3ticated "great American bird" 
in these parts. Possibly the demand for wild turkey is 
such that the hunter had already disposed of them before 
reaching this tie ighborhood. Lots of people artimd 

here rpise their own domesticated turkeys, geese, ducks, hogs and so 

• ?i and I suppose many families, —in fact, I know of 

several families whose sons invariably hunt 

rabbits, squfrrels and 'possum with sufficient success 

to provide the Christmas table with an abundance of 

wild game, I ought to do a column on this subjest 

just for the responses that might be forthcoming by those 

pjip le^ve it to others to purchase rather than r*u:id up their 

own re3istence pieces for Christmas, 
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Tuesday,December 25th, 1962. 


James came down around 2, wearing high rubber overshoes 
which he ce tainly needed to negotiate the mud puddles 
successfully. 

Natalie called around 3 a^d said she wasn't go ng 
to be able to get down but her tw 1‘ulane sens would 
be bearing gifts shortly. 1 hcy did indeed arrive shortly 
afterward, bringing two records,* one of which was 
The* irst J amily one and a musical numter, the title 
of which 1 forget. There were some apple pies, too, and 
I was happy to add those to the collection of afi ious items 
already gracing the ice box. Carrie Morin, who lives 
next to the soillwcy on the opposite side of the road from where 
the artist formerly dwelt, also sent a sweet potato aad pie 
while Doreatha, the local cook, presented me with a fine 
pumpkin pie. 

Jarued Pratt came in about 3f30, bearing tw? bottles 
of wine, one of which he s3i~d hds aunt, Mrs. Murphy, of 
Eldarado,Arkansas, had sent and the other was from 
him. He regaled °ames and me with his impressions of 
Mexico and ended uf» by offering me a trip down there this 
°pring that wouldn't cost me a penny, Imagine. 

The J, Pratt and the J. Register contingent havin departed, 
the clerk with wife and son passed this way to le a ve a gift 
and it was time for me to* go across the fence to sup 
since the cook had been given the■evening off. It was 
still sprinkling crltd I was glad to return to Yucca 
by the warmth of my own fireside and get busy doing 
a flock of work I had neglected all day. 

Atmospherically, it was a drea6 enough day but it 
was pleasant enough inside and I am delighted to 
enjoy the quiet obtaining before calling it a day.,,,,. 


Memorqndumt 

Cloudy without rain ahd continued 40-ish, 

Yesterday lames had brought me a carton of paper cuds, 
thinking they would be more a nuenient than glasses for my 
Christmas morning reception a nd I certainly appreciated the 
innovation. I found them quite serviceable and an interesting 
tally sheet in that I stacked them one atop another as 
departing callers came this morning and discovered from 
the cup tabulation, one hundred and two different 
users were here and about 20 callers either indulged in cokes 
or attained from a n y type of libation. I 
was appreciative of the carton of wine I. H. sent from 
the store about mid morning. 

moo o 

I don’t recognise all of my Christmas morning callers 
hecausesome of them I frequently see and because some of them 
are rigged ug in such fine Sunday clothes I don't recog¬ 
nise them. ometimes I don t even recognise those whom 
I should but that always brings .a laugh and so we 
all have fun about that. " case in point was two 
youths who. arrived, identifying themsilves as Joe and 
hmmett. I recognised Joe as a^illiams but Emmet I did not. 

He turned out to he the artist’s grandson, whome we all call 
Junior, as he is a son of ° a ckie and Clyde Claude h mmet 
D a vis. After they had departed, two more gentlemen arrived 
and the first one said he was Clyde, and thinking only of 
Clyde Claude Emmett Davis, I had to ask him again and he 
. turned out to be Eoreatha^s brother, Clyde Anthony. Ihe 
other gentleman said he was Emmet and I saidt 

"Lordy, Lord, I thought you were just here". 

Ihen we all laughed at my stupidity when it turned out he 
was indeed Emmett, —Clyde Claude “mmet D a vis. 

did arrive until 20:30. He said 
he had started out from home, —the one time house 
of the artidt near the spillway, and had met somebody along the 
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James came dtwn artund 2, wearing high rubber tvershtes 
which he ce tainly needed tt negotiate the mud puddles 
successfully, 

/fatal ie called artund 3 and said she wasn't gt mg 
tt be able tt get dtwn but her tw '1'ulane sens wtuld 
be bearing gifts shtrtly. They did indeed arrive shortly 
afterward, bringing twt rectrds ,» tne tf which was 
The* irst *amily tne and a musical winter, the title 
tf which 1 ftrget. There were stme apple pies, ttt, and 
I was happy tt add. thtse tt the ctllectitn tf afi itus items 
already 'gracing the ice htx, Carrie Iftrin., wht lives 
next tt the spillway tn the spptsite 3ide tf the rtad frtm where 
the artist ftrmerly dwelt, alst sent a sweet pttatt cast pie 
while Dtreatha, the ltcal ettk, presented me with a fine 
pumpkin pie, 

Jarued Pratt came in abtut 3f30, bearing tw* btttles 
tf wine, tne tf which he 8 3i-& hds aunt, Mrs. Murphy, tf 
Eldaradt,Arkansas, had sent and the tther was frtm 
him, He regaled °ames and me with his impressitns tf 
Mexict and ended up by tffering me a trip dtwn there this 
Spring that wouldn't ctst me a penny, 1 majine. 

Ihe J, Pratt and the J, Register ctntingent havin departed, 
the clerk with wife and stn passed this way tt le a ve a gift 
and it was time ftr me tp. gt aertss the fence tt hup 
since the ettk had been given the■evening tff. It was 
still sprinkling and I was glad tt return tt Yucca 
by the warmth tf my twn fireside and get busy dting 
a fltck tf wtrk I had neglected all day, 

Atmtspherically, it was a dread entugh day but it 
was pleasant entugh inside and I am delighted tt 
enjty the quiet tbtaining beftre calling it a day . 
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Tuesday,December 25th, 1962, 


Hemtrqndumi 

Cltudy withtut rain ahd ctntinued 40-ish, 

Yesterday James had brtught me a carttn tf paper cups, 
thinking they wtuld be mtre a nvenient than glasses ftr my 
Christmas mtrning receptitn a nd I certainly appreciated the 
inntvatitn, I ftund them quite serviceable and an interesting 
tally sheet in that I stacked them tne attp antther as 
departing callers came this mtrning and disetvered frtm 
the cup tabulatitn, tne hundred and twt different 
users were here and abtut 20 callers either indulged in ctkes 
• r abstained frtm any type tf lib a titn. I 
was appreciative tf the carttn tf wine J. H, sent frtm 
the sttre a k*ut mid mtrning, 

• t • » 

I dtn't rectgnize all tf my Christmas mtrning callers 
becausestme tf them 1 frequently see and because seme tf them 
are rigged ug in such fine Sunday cltthes I dtn't rectg¬ 
nize them. tmetimes 1 dtn t even rectgnize thtse whtm 

I shtuld but that always brings .a laugh and st we 
all have fun a btut that. " case in ptint was twt 
ytuths wht, arrived, identifying themsilves as Jte and 
Emmett, I rectgnized Jte as a'^illiams hut Emmet I did ntt. 

He turned tut tt be the artist's grandstn, whtme we all call 
Junitr, as he is a stn tf ° a ckie and Clyde Claude h mmet 
D a vis, After they had departed, twt mtre gentlemen arrived 
and the first tne 3aid he was Clyde, and thinking tnly tf 
Clyde Claude Emmett Davis. I h a d tt ask him again and he 
. turned tut tt be Dtreatha s brtther, Clyde Anthtny. The 
tther gentleman said he was Emmet and I saidt 

"Ltrdy, Ltrd, I thtught ytu were just here", 

■then we all laughed at my stupidity when it turned *ut he 
was indeed Emmett, —Clyde Claude *mmet D a vis. 

.....A n 4V did arrive until 1 0:30. He said 

he had started tut frtm htme, —the tne time heuse 

tf the artidt near the spillway, and had met stmebody altng the 
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road who told him he was late and Andy explained he wasn t working, 
The man had responded, asking him if he didn't knew it was 
Christmas and Andy didn't, having supposed c hristma3 would he 
on the morrow, and so the meriting passed bye, 

^ames came at 18 and picked me up. We were hath surprised 
that a rather heavy fog settled down around B a you Hatches as we 
prtceeded to town, —ftg at nttnday being unusual, ”e 
stepped ftr Kay at Pecan Park hut she wanted te take a nap hefere 
we proceeded te I, S, n illard 1 s. And st she retired and 
James gave me an ample charger tf wine which I needed as I had 
net had anything te eat all morning and hadn't taken a sip st 
felt quite empty. Around 8 we drove to 1 '1 S.Willard's and 
proceeded .to have a fine dinner half an hour later, Kay 
said she couldn't sample the hors d'oeuvres which 3eemed 
harmless enough to me, I, S, W, had made two 
dinners, one cooked ftr James, herself and me, the other 
for Kay which I thought eery kind tf her, 1 know not what 
she ate hut I notice she did reject the special dessert con¬ 
trived ftr her benefit while the rest of us toyed with three 
different desserts, —mince pie, gglltw and caramel 
and ince cream, which, in the wake of the turkey and 
other excellent fare, seemed extr a enetus, 

■the Carvers called and invited us four to their 
house to join with Ada **ack and others for afternoon tea 
hut K a y w anted to go home and 3t we said good-bye to 
our hostess and departed, dropping Kny a t Pecan 
Park and James bringing me home in time for me to give 
the birds and furred friends their Christmas supper. 

Celeste called along a bout then, inviting me to sup 

ac^rs3 the fence and 2 went over, not so much for the food which 

I djdn t need hut rather to say Jerry Christmas belatedly, 

°/te eported their dinner with the J, M, junior and senior 
Henrys had gene off nicely enough and everybody seemed happy. 

So the major holiday turns and how I shall do a 
little wok, after which A hope to catch up on some 
news about which I, have heard nothing all day . 



here wa3 a knock on the front door ef the big house at 
23 »•»n today, just as we were finishing out demi- 
tasses, It was Del and Harry Chocklcf}, 

Ihey were heading from LakeC'harles to some place in 
Texas, perhaps Dallas, and hadstopped off here to 
say Howdy, 1 hey did not sit down and as they had 
been to Yucca to le a ve a gift beforetracking me down 
at the big house, they did not return to lucca but rather 
were off in their car again for the LoneStar State. 

I thought they both seemed fine and I was delighted to 
see them but the meeting at best was a mere 
Hail andKarewell sort of thing. 

The mail resumed somewhat he a vyi and as 2 have not read 
Monday's moijL as yet, I reckon I shall not jet a round 
to xplore "endnesday before the morrow. \he 
plantation is usually slowe down to no pcuce at all as between 
Christmas and flew Years, one consequence is that 
everybod is foot loose and roaming about and 
this concerns the secretariat as well. Several 
secretaris put in appearances on and off during the 
afte u #*n but it happened each time that some body was 
carshingabout such as Joe Hnery in search of nandaina 
bushes and suph like so that things never did dove¬ 
tail perfectly and so I let the maitl slide until the* morrow* 

There are, e course, too many people visiting 
flatchitoches and env roins at the moment and it is 
inevitable, naturally, that I should get t 

many of them pushed in my direction. 

• 

'r. Walker called thi3 afternoon to s ay the 
paper would give me a week's vaca-teop by not printing the 
one I had written for this week which will appear this 
next week'. That suits me just fine although the subject 
matter would have made better reading this week th^n next since 
it is about the da Hind masterpiece. 
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Of c ourse the real reasn for the call was to i sk 
if I would receive Mr,',VdL ker'3 sister of Phoneix, Arizona, 
and a school teacher frind, a native of Saskatoon, Canada, 
who is also a school teacher, I declined seeing them, 
already having too many Henrys about and tot much coding and going 
in other departments, 1 recommended the morrow instead and that see 

to suit, everyone , I am hoping there may he a gleam 
of sunshine on the, morrow and less people but a bout 
both of those points one is given little enenuragement by 
the weather bureau which is pred ot.ing more cloud8 
a nd more rain through Friday • T guess this seation 
was lucky on Monday and ^uesday as opposed to Georgia 
which got the same rain we received l t, unlike us, their moisture 
was accompanied by a freeze that snapped trees, electric wires 
and so on serviing theAtlanta and adjacent 
coun ies, x hat must have made for vast in¬ 
convenience during Christmas Eve andChristmas Hay 
when the electricity was absent, "hat all that did 
to deep freeze boxes, Christmas tree electric lights, 
electric bl a nkets and the lord know what dLl, not to 
mention radio, TV, and the like, I 
cannot imagine, except for utter darkness and 
slim doings in the festivities of t ose two 
major dates, 

On Christmas Day, when we were in town, 

Kdj asked me if I ever received the cart wheel cheese, 
a big old 8 or 10 pounder she had ordered sent direct to 
me from some place in Michigan or Wisconsin, I had 
not , &he called me just now to 
say she wanted to talk with me j bout it again, 

I having told her on Sunday that I had already thanked 

two people for the same gift coming from up that 

way, each of whom apparantly were the senders 

•f the gifts although- somehow things had 

been switched around as to source, Then 

she asked me if I had received a little earthen 

pot of cheese spread, —for which I 

had already th a nked Sarah Jones and theSchumids, and I said 
I had and she said she just remembered she had 
sent it to me but had not sent along any card 
to accompany the gift when the purchase was made 
by mail• I must do a columnen that . 


Thursday, Hccemher 87th, 1968, 


Memorandumt 

Cloudy to partly cloudy with the -thermometer <. 
pretty much standing in the same place, — 40, — 
all around the clock, 

This seems to h a ve been one of my busier days 
in which nothing was accomplished but constant 
visitations and interruptions followed 
„fast on each other's heels, 

h ast night John Wenk came in rather late and 
nobody knew he was here until after 8 o'clock this 
morning when he be-stirred himself somewhere upstairs in 
the b\g house . - 

He seems to find a measure of satisfaction 
plus, perhaps, a dab of comfort, in talking with me since 
he possibly Jinds me interested in his scholastic 
enthusiasms, —he is now in medical school in /few Orleans 
and he seems to sense that I can some conception 
of his lonliness in having nobody of his immediate 
family to understqnd the voids and the rackets yapping at 
him from that quarter . In any event, I always 
find it a privilege toe onversc with him and 
I was glad to lend an ear bother before and after 
noonday dinner, I believe he returned to Mew Orica s 
after his round at Shreveport and that was John, 

A flock of plantation folks dribbled in and *ut 
during the morning before 10 and after 11 
and I was glad to look forward to 10 minutes of news time 
immediately after demi-tasse, being espeically anxious 
tolisten to the weather bureau to see if~T would be wise 
to cover more tender plants tonight since 
freezes seem around andahout but not right here. 

But I just got the radio turned on when 
,, ppytiebody announced the summer-cutumaal painters 
were here with relatvies from Pennsylvania, 


/ 
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requesting a teur. I gave it t* them but wtndered 
hew they selected such a htur, knowing well hew 
the neen heur pans eut here, they were leaving, 

James appeared and I was glad te tell him that 

he might help me entertain Mrs. Walker, 

her sen, her sister-in-law and a lady »f Sascateen, 

all en the decket f»r the ajterneen and arriving in just five minutes, 
indeed they did, The sessien was tee leng but it was 
pleasant eneugh all areund but it was 
lmest supper time when they finally departed and I had 
several plantatien peeple Waiting fer me te help them with 
little letters and things se that it was 

nearly 7 befere I ceuld diverse myself frem human beings. 

Then I tried te gr a b a wisp ef news and get 
eneugh with the anneuncement that the federal u evernment 
will issue a new stamp newt Octeber 11th, 
henering Mrs. Reesevelt as First Lady ef the Werld, 

Semewhere aleng the way, between 10 and 11, I 
had an eppertunity te explere seme ef the text ef the 
18th century pavillens and find it wenderful, 

Naturally I cencentrated en the place mark-ed .by the slips 

ef paper, 1 was especially delighted with the 

Villa Trianen and the Malmaisen Felie 

texts and tha ef Leuveciennes, with the wenderful 

flaver super-impesed en the pertinent fqcts concerning 

the places :nd the name ef Eli 2 abek Marbury at Villa L'rianen 

was especially welcemed fer 1 had net theught ef that 

lady in a leng time, her g a vettes with Beni and Anna de Ca8tellane, 

her kindness te "ilde and her insistence en Jec3ph 

Pulitzer purchasing Wilde peems 3r en. I cm 

se lenging t? explere the text fv. tier and 

rejeice at the plei3ures awaiting me and blessing little 

Miss Lee fer all she dees en my behalf, I think 

if ene had time, the reading,, ef &l-iz a beth Marbury’s Memeires weuld 
be delightful, —My Crystal B a ll was the title, as 
I ecall. 

At 9 e'cleck ceffee, mine hestess reminded me she gives 
her eggneg party tomorrow night, —Dee, Atala, 
the Reverend Fathers and s» en and se the seasen turns,,,,,, 
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Fridcy , December 28th, 1962, 


Memorandum : 

.Rain beg a n sliding down slowly about 5 this 
morning and hasn't let up its gentle patter, ■‘■he 
thermometer rem a in3 -lmost motionless in the 40's. 

• 

I certainly never had the vaguest 
intention of attending tonight's eggnog across 
the fence. L had e ven less as the day progressed and 
mud puddles spread wider and wider across the 
gardens. There was a fine big pool slap 
in front ^of the hostess's house at 9 this 
morning and it must have been oceanic by firstdark 
tonight. I shall be cHl attention on the 
morrow at the coffee hour when reports come through as 
to whether the guests on leaving their cars swam or 
floated to reach the cement walk in front of the house, , 

At supper I le.arned th itaround 2 this fternoon, 

Joel /letcher with a bevy of ladies arrived unannounced 
in front of the tore but before discharging his guests, 
tried to turn around the car, getting bogged down for 
h%lf qn hour which persuaded him conditions under foot 
weren t favorable for a tour and so drove 8'lap off. Re 
was so right, 

1. Sillard just called, °he said Ada ^ack and 
somebody wanted to come down sometime in the future. 

It seems Ada Jack and soms body else a i» had made 
it a point to descend on the x .S.Willird home 
on L hristmas, expecting to find guests there but 
the aforesaid guests had flown hours before Ada Jack 
arrived. 

I. d.Willard reports that Ada's son, David- Snell, 
ha3 jup.t, been or is just about to be 
elevated to some suprieor place on the staff 
of Life, to igure among the Editorial great, which 
seems to be 7 uite a fine appointment. 1. S.W. assumes 
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the job will make more or less permanent the metropolitan 

residence which ought to please the Snells since they 

have purchased a house somewhere on long island. Come to 

think of it, I believe the Snells purchased homes 

when living in Europe both in some London suburb 

aid at Bouftibgne-sur-Seine, when in Pa ris. This 

reminds me that there seem to be quite a few people 

in the property buyiiig category when arriving in 

a new town where they expect to reside. I have known of 

several who have rushed in, grabbed some property, 

fixed it up to suit their needs and then, of 

course, getting acquainted with the region, cast a bout 

for a different place to buy, sold their first investment 

and then gone on to make their second choice a 

permanent residence . take it the Snells may be in this 

categiTkyse's a story making the rounds of 

a white guinea or incredible 3ise figuring in the 

Melrose flock. At the moment, the number of 

guineas around and about totals 4, the white papa 

and the gray mama and their two gray offspring. It 

seems that sometime early in the month, pilgrims 

passing this ay waited for me on the gallery of the big house 

and while there, they heard the guineas making the 

various c alls guineas make and a servent told the 

guests they would probably see them off under the big oak. 

''Yell, they did see four brids there, the three gray guineas and 

what they took to be the• white one. They -inquired if 

that could inedeed be a guinea and thcywere 

assured it was. lut the pilgrims and the sevoent and were 

eyeing different birds for the white guinea was missing but 

the white peacock was ranging with the gray guinea hens. 

•So the story got go ng, once the pil rims had gone and today 1 

had a call from the wire service, asking me -to confirm 

the phenomenon of a guinea as big as a house or some 

such, And so runs the week and so 1 wust 

hop, 3kip and jump toward my downy couch...... 


Sunday, December 30 th, 1968. 


Memorandum• 

Partly cloudi in the oool 4C's. 

■‘’.ere seem to be quite a few people from 
thither and yon visiting Parish folks and 
Pariah folks 3eem to think the idea to go plan tat ion 
touring a good one regardless of the demoness 
under foot. 

Irby ffott called a bout 8 Saturday morning, 
saying a cousin of his, formerly living in Madrid but 
currently at Horthwes ern, had a Long Island friend visiting 
her and might they come. They might. 

Clyde Claude Emmett u iVis dropped in to say 
the water would be cut off for a couple of hours, 
therebye giving my beard a chance to get a little longer 
before the razor caught up with it. 1 
pointed out the peacocks to C. C. E. D a vis. They 
were parked on benches and chairs on the back 
gallery, in a straight row, all looking in the same 
direction and never moving a feather. I opined they 
looked like Quakers in church, saying nothing. C. C.E. D a vis 
conjectured ; 

"tiurc does look like church, maybe they's 
studyin' about going to community." 

Communion, community or whatever, there they parked 
until Irby's ladies fluttered in and the peackcoks flutter out. 

James appeared a little after 8. He was bearing 
of all things, a dish of pudding, explaining 
that as he had parked his car at the cattle gap, 

Sister had hailed him from some place, having just 
arrived with her daughter fromShrevcport, and asked him 
to bring the pudding to me as she would not be able 
to get over. 

*•••«» 

Heed I say that 10 minutes later she had indeed 


/ 
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arrived and chatter got under way a wile a minute 
until James lied and said he had to be back in town a little 
after 3 and so must be going. Sister said she had to get into 
the big road right then and there, too, but she and daughter 
were 8till here at 3upper time but, I am 

happy to report, they apparantly did take off for I Sato neit er 
hide nor hair of them today, 

Whit with the limited time to discuss domestic matters 
with the husband, 1 learned little that was new but 
it appears a jaunt to ayo's by the wife is 
just in the offing . With the lady doctor in full agreement 
with the several other physicians of highest standing in 
the State, there is nothing physically wrong with the 
patient although the imagination in the hypochrondira 
department is appearantly working over time. Since 
there was obviously not urgency in journeying 
to Wisconsin or where ever in the snowbanks the Mayo 
establishment is located, the husband suggested 
it might be more comfortable and convenience to 
make such a jaunt when the weather has moderated a little 
butthe impulse to go through more and more hospitals 
never slackens and prob : bly a flight to snowbank land is 
just in the offing, J-t must be an expensive whim, 
all this attention by top physiciansaround 
the country but as it can well be afforded, it constitutes 
a ga’fl that is comparatively harmless at the moment but 
one can only wonder wither it will end and if the impulse 
will eventually end up in psychiatric problems. 

Everybody in town has given up trying to est a blish 

contacts and, as at the arrival of the couppe in town 

last February, the retreat \nto solitude has already 

n bout reached 100 percent effectiveness, Everything a nd nothing 

and one can only wonder what lies ahead, 

I sh a ll do what 1 can to hold up the hands of those 
most intimitely concerned with the problem but it certainly 
is a problem . 
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Monday,December 31st, 1962, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and sort-a 40, 

. c — «• 

r rom radio reports, I gather it is neither f ir nor 40 
in the Lyme area although all the reports coming to 
hand have skipped p ecise mention of the place ut have 
touched on surrounding areas, leading me to believe 
Lyme might be in the same unenviable situation, 

■there was quite a heavy mail today, —including 
a letter from Lyme, much to my delight'even though I did not 
enjoy the services of a. secretary, Two came a round 2 p,m,, 
but ames had dropped in and 1 let correspondence rest in 
the armoir until regular sessions with the secretariat cane 
be effected, I made it a point to make 
hard and fast appointments for the morrow with at least 
two such helpers but tonight James oalled to say he 
and Kay would like me to break bread with them at the 
Town House on the morrow, —ai invitation I tried to b ru 3 h off 
• but people in their bracket can't imagine other people being busy and 
T had already learned from a 'phone c owner sat ion tonight 
with 1, S,Millard that Kay is plannin to take off on 
Mautrday, perhaps, for Mayo's and, just as James had predicted, 
that lady from heBluff has decided she ought to go there, too, 
mat s what happened in No thC a roline last summer and the 
elder got into the center of thiiigs and everybody 

thought she was the patient and not the younger person o?i crutches, 

I had a bit of local gossip to divert James 
on his visit today. Although he sees the artist several 
tijies a week and gains much by way of background as to her experiences 
did foreground as to her philosophy, he probably extracts little 
or nothing as to her romances Thus he was 
interested in this dab of information, A while b a ck, 






T 


in the Southern Historical Collection 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, M-5889 ____ 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12177 


pa, —Joseph Metayer, /or whom she has a passion, was found 

to have tuberculosis and was taken to a hospital /or such 

afflictions up Shreveport way. &ut Pa decided he wouldn't 

stay in the place and so blandly walked out. Returning to this 

Parish, he didn't park in town but rather came directly to 

the home of his married daughter who lives up theBermuda road a piece 

There are small children in the family and the husband objected 

to the presence of a tubercular patient in the house. Pa was 

spending each day with the daughter c nd children and at night 

was a guest at the artist's house, a sort of dusk to dawn 

arrangment. ell, the daughter's husband took up the 

matter with Joseph Metoyer, jr., who lives down the river a piece 

and they tried to get P a b a ck in the sanitorUum up **hrev ort way 

but that' place wouldn't t r ke him b a ck as they were already 

more th n n wedged out. Then a sat itorium off Baton 

Rouge-Mew rleans way was found and last night or the night before, 
the representatives of theState came to the artist's house and 
whisked her guest away to the South Louisiana institution. 

James was amazed at the tale I related, especially as 
suddenly it occured to him that som many things-, the aritst had 
s a id of late somehow fitted into the outline I had sketched. 

&he had, for instance, remarked a "cousin" had gone to some hospital 
inSouth Louisiana and did he know the name of the place and so on. Hit 
screaming part of the business •'ames had to relate, however, was 
the fact that for Christmas, among other things, he had purchased 
a fancy nightgown and a fancy boudoir robe for Kay who proved 
to great for them whereupon hey had been presented to the artist aid 
if there were ever a time gift, that must have been it. And 
so the romances of the artist go forward and I, for one, never heard 
anything quite like same. 

I am holding the thought that today nay have 
been a holiday at you know where and that the morrow may 
provide moments for getting the Hew Year going sedately. Tonight 
1 am following my old custom of communing with kindred 
spirits, re-counting to myself all the blessing that have been 
mine beca se of my Lady of the Lamp...... 
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Pa 9 —Joseph Metayer, for whom, she has a passion, was found 

to have tuberculosis and was taken to a hospital for such 

afflictions up Shreveport way. Put P a decided he wouldn't 

stay in the place and so blandly walked out. Returning to this 

Parish, he didn't park in town but rather came directly to 

the home of his married daughter who lives up theBermuda road a piece. 

There are small children in the family and the husband objected 

to the presence of a tubercular patient in the house. Pa Was 

spending each day with the daughter c nd children and at night 

was a guest at the artist's house, a sort of dusk to dawn 

arrangment, &ell, the daughter '3 husband took up the 

matter with Joseph Metoyer, jr., who lives down the river a piece 

and they tried to get P a b a ck in the sanitori.um up &hrev ort way 

but that place wouldn t t~ke him b^ck as they were already 

more th^n wedged out. Then a sen itorium off Baton 

Rouge-Uew rleans w a y was found and last night or the night before, 
the representatives of theState came to the artist's house and 
whisked her guest away to the South Louisiana institution, 

James was amazed at the t a le I related, especially as 
suddenly it occured to him that sow many things the aritst had 
Said of late somehow fitted into the outline I had sketched. 

had, for instance, remarked a "cousin" had gone to some hospital 
inSouth Louisiana and did he know the name of the place and so on. Uk 
screaming part of the busi ness J ames had to r elate, however, wa 3 
the fact that for Christmas, among other things, he had purchased 
a fancy nightgown and a fancy boudoir robe for Kay who proved 
to great for them whereupon hey had been presented to the artist and 
if there were ever a time gift, that must have been it. And 
so the romances of the artist go forward and I, for one. never heard 
anything quite like 3ame. 

'I am holding the thought that today 'nay have 
been a holiday at you know where and that the morrow may 
provide moments for getting the Hew Year going sedately. Tonight 
1 am following my old custom of communing with kindred 
spirits, re-counting to myself all the blessing that have been 
mine beca se of my Lady of the Lamp...... 




